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Strawhat Legit Season Grossed 


Nearly $3,000,000 to Set Record 








A. ., BOB HOPE, 
ROONEY, BETTE 


Films’ Patriotic Service’ Defended 
By Willkie on ‘Warmongering Rap 











+ + 
By HOBE MORRISON Micke and Garbo Ber en’s 56 for 20 Min Confirming that he had been re- 
Strawhat legit season Este o— y Abbott & Costello the New- g S. tained to defend-motion pictfire pro- 
cluding has been the most success- seicceagicee : And . 
ful on record. With few exceptions, Hollywood, Sept. 2. comers—Bob Hope’s Prog- Minneapolis, Sept. 2. ducers against charges of making 
the samener wnoatree nave ene | Joe Pasternack, now producing ress—DeMille’s ‘North Edgar Bergen received $5,000 for | bok nba oa hig ss in 
juicy profits, in many cases setting | for Metro, plans to team Mickey Ww ’ |a single night’s appearance in front | wiliKie, + epublican Fresiden 
new boxoffice figures. Estimated | Rooney and Greta Garbo in a est Mounted’ No. 1 Gros-| of Minnesota State Fair grandstand, | tia! nominee, declared yesterday 
total gross of nearly $3,000,000 for | comedy. ser Next to ‘Gone With the! working for about 20 minutes. This (Tues. ) that the film industry will 
the season is almost double what! Title is tentatively ‘The Bellhop is by far the largest amount ever | Stand on its record of high patriotic 


was anticipated before the summer 
got under way. 

There were some remarkable fig- 
ures set at various spots during the 
season. It was significant that at a 
number of theatres the grosses were 


; and the Princess.’ 


Shaws Pix-Play 





Wind,’ at Pop Prices 


a 


HEPBURN, CRAWFORD 





paid any act by the Fair service and be prepared to answer 
ai a . « J c . 7 ‘ sen . aa J ~ a 

Show surrounding Bergen included | ony critics when the U. S Senate 
Ted Weems orchestra, Buster West | sub-committee opens its investiga- 
bie " oa ~’ | tion in Washington next Tues. (9). 
' Hearing before the body was to have 
started today (Wed.), but postpone- 


investigation was repeatedly re- 


far above previous years even on By JOHN C. FLINN « ment was ordered by Sen. D. Worth 
non-name shows or plays without . In the glow of incandescents that Roll Them Pix Clark to permit Willkie further op- 
Broadway reputations. Where all- Prod Via Pascal write film history in evening skies P portunity for preparation of facts. 

star casts were involved complete a 4 from the marquees of 15,000 theatres, That the political leader had been 
sellouts in advance of the opening |new boxoffice names were added to considering a proposal from Alm 
were not unusual. # long list of popular favorites, Instead of The executives to represent them at the 


From almost every standpoint, the 


Theatre Guild 


many of whom shone to heightened 


porte@ during the past week. It was 





season was unprecedented. For in- successes, during the 1940-41 sea- : 
te t i. hi ke ; learned that the matter was sug- 
stance, not a single strawhat folded son, which ended last Sunday (3). 


during the summer. Several spots, aati 





Outstanding are the performances 


gested 10 days ago, but Willkie was 
ones, C7, rmy unwilling to assent until he had 
: 








such as the Westchester playhorfe, : of the screen’s new comedy team, ' . . 
| (Contnued on soc 59) , London, Sept. 2. Bud Abbott and Lou Costello alee gtyen the suhjess Do “ag pions vas 
= Gabriel Pascal, when here re- three films of the veer } ft : , : ae decision ; to participate, which will 
| cently, disclosed that he is in seastas te ap Te siey- = (Continued on page 4) 

° ° negotiation with the Theatre Guild | +) .,tres: Bob Hope “ns sot a / Soldiers on maneuvers in the field —_—_—_——_ — 
Hub DX-ers Disclaim in New York to merge with it on ” y C - oH ™~ gy a aah a" € 4! as well as those in camps will 
) ~Oonrtnue age @ 








production of four George Bernard | 


eventually be able to see regular fea- 


Charge They Incited |Shaw plays Deal, the producer | adie OS ee ee ture films in their off-time unde! Cong eS a ads t 
| said, would provide for putting the plans now being worked out by the 10G Y | P ' R di 
Laval Deat Shooting shows on Broadway first and then 8-YR.-OLD AND PARENTS Army. Morale Branch has evolved | ry. ay Via Ka 1D 
f ? filming them with the legit casts. | two experimental trucks complet ly | S . ' 50 W | 
- | (Officials of the Theatre Guild in IN ALL-FAMILY CONCERT outfitted to show pix. They are tint or ee y 
Boston, Sept. 2. New big: foie (Tuesday) | now - the fiel 1 and a ipa a 
’ ‘ . ir > bs >y are j aed é } ~~ eee tnemselive oOo pe practica PnouUugsi 
Boston’s two powerful DX-ers can’t cone — . . wd sey ore gg eine | . Tahar ht z ne plicate on a lat ge scale Washington, Sept. 2. 
see how their br Say aye ie (Continued on page 31) Heinzl Weber, eight-year-old son | to duplicat n Phe me c sbintons we 1s » te the 
see how their broadcasts could have | CSSD ON | of Henry Weber. will appear wit! Trucks, in addition to carrying Something new in glamor is be- 
had any connection with the shoot- | | his pone “8 . r, ae _ — ge ee for gm page 53) /ing ballyhooed by WWDC, Wash- 
ing of Pierre Laval and Marcel Deat | | Be = "Bent 13 ve wan in EO es te ington, which—every afternoon ex- 
in France, as asserted by Fernand de | Huge Combo Orange Bow | Chicago Bebe will pen sath “atu ; cept Saturdays and Sundays—pre- 
Brinon, Vichy ambassador to occu- | bd 17% ‘stati ns from 9 % 10 p m Chevalier Returning sear abet 27s Me 
ie Fs > ¢ at ‘ 2 StallOns » _houenes ‘Ommerci:e yre at ing he 
Pied France. Latter claimed that Benefit May Solve Fla. commercial program featuring th 





‘the stirring up by Moscow, London 





Marion Claire, soprano of the Chi- 


merit yf a local dry cle 


ining es- 


| . 
, cago Opera Co., and the _ boy’s P f R , “a ‘ 
and Boston radios had done their | A t rs’ Cuff Headache — A nage é a je 0 aris or evule, tablishment. He is Rep. Luther Pat 
. a Migcii 1other ill sing an aria from ‘Mig- ' 
work’ in bringing abo 1e shoot- C 0 0 he Shing — " = ° rick, Democrat of labama, who 
ging about the shoo nee’ aad “atin Boy’ te uke % on ° 
ang. a va ae otek si F acura ; " Pic After Long Dritt tears downtown from his office on 
° , ‘ all-lamlly afialr. : hunt i * : 

Douglas Schneider, co-ordinator of | Mia Sant 2 . Cap | Hill every afternoon to pad 
news broadcasting for WRUL., said: | " , ; ia _ yut h $10,000-a-year Congre mal 
| ‘It seems a little strange to tie it onto er — : oe seid suai ai Paris, Aug. 15 slat »y a rumored $50 per week 
the Boston radio. In our good-will |/ng atten led by city officials of Bumper Strawhat Crop After the greatest hesitation, witl U ‘an Alabama drawl, the pop 
| broadcasts to France, the station | Miami and Miami Beach, and Alar . n cores of admissions followed by an (Continued on page 15) 
| aims to give the full news, includ equal number of denial Maurice 
ae > : WS, IncluG~ | Corelli, executive secretary of the I y , 
ing German as well as British and |,,, ' er IX a en Chevalier is coming to Pari ) head 

Russi: , Theatre Authority, to stage a mam- . +} ext revue at the Casino de P ? 
usslan communiques. | gh gg “ ay cep Wes pt 
F. P. Nelson, of WBOS, said he |™oth benefit show in the Orang Material for n face ind to make a film for a Franco- . 
could not possibly see how this sta- | Bowl stadium on Feb. 22 next, the) rated co! erably } er an the | German company Chevalier As Hideawa for Its Stars 
j %s hr 7 Ps ‘ +} ‘ -eme 4 tne 
tion’s broadcasts could have the ef- | proceed he d lod among all or« a m n mnnouUncen ie “ y 
proceeds to be divided among all O! strawhats this vear as compared <a. 
fect of ‘inciting the people to riot,’ |. nized chariti in this locality. If i ; ( ; ae pa et eee 1 the last Casir ae 
, 2 ganized charities in this locality. If it Talent scouts r maio ‘hevalier headex se last isino Pe 
because the programs were confined C ni’ th akan” i are with 1940. Talent scouts for major Chev re r heac a, ie la = Major Edward Bowes vacated the 
trai "e : é s adopted, vil , : : . 4 : show fore the ‘rmans came to 
to straight news, 2 hiya peg vi soles Pac film companies, with another week | show before the Germans car apartment he has used for 20 years 
| Bag aes eliminate the 30 or 40 benefits staged ; t bef ia ae Paris, sharing top billing with dusky On tha ixth floor of the Capitol 
each season by various charity or- oO! so Oo go ,elore 1é summe! Josephine Baker. When the Nazis 1 in XU e ap! 


shows 


ganizations. Those for-free 
| have proved big headache to visiting 


Utilizing Back Covers 


| more 


call it a claim the 
number of new thespian aspirants is 


numerous, that there are 


stocks season, 


and 


(Loew-Metro) theatre building, and 
taking a suite at the Waldorf- 
Astoria. He has made the Capitol 


poured into town he left for the free 


zone and drifted about the Riviera 


| stars. resorts before tying up with a Mar- | *~ ae fuceee aiiner aiieie ak ie 
Of Song Sheets for Ads It was estimated that a single,; more companies, consequently addi- seilles revue. eae candy : ig y aca gs por . . 
|all-out benefit each year, properly | tional candidates for screentests in| Jt was towards the end of last year |'T® WaS DUI t. Bowes recently re- 
ier mon | staged and exploited, cculd gross the next three or four weeks, l that he announced he would return | 5! syned as the Cap’s managing di- 
New idea of utilizing the back/ close to $100,000, and would attract Fact that there were fewer Holly-| to Paris in February after a short | rector. 
covers of song sheets for advertising | visitors from all over the nation. wood names in the barnyard casts! trip to Switzerland to entertain Apartment is open for leasing but 
} purposes will be inducted by Harold Max Wolf, Metro sound engineer,| accounts for the extra number of} French prisoners. This had followed Metro may consider holding it as 


eee 





Leonard’s new Immortal Music Pub. 
Corp. (BMI) with ‘Ecstasy,’ of the | 
maestro’s own composition. 

In return for Fred Waring ‘intro- 


ducing’ the tune, he and his commer- 
Clal 


who was present at the meeting, vol- 
unteered to make a survey of the 
sound facilities of stadium, and set up 
equipment which would 
everyone to hear the show clearly. 





enable 


youngsters getting a film break. 
Most of the larger majors will 
have four to five prospects assigned 
for tests after Sept. 15, when film 
companies consider the strawhat sea- 


hideaway residence for screen stars 
when they are in New York, because 
ideal under-cover spot even 
though in the heart of Times Sauare. 
It contains 12 rooms and four baths 


| denials that he was going to Paris. 
| Soon after he again denied he was | 
headed for the occupied zone and said | 
categorically that ‘I will go only if 
the government goes there. We ac- 


it’s an 


sponsor, Chesterfield, with a|Stadium’s acoustics are very poor, | son closed. | tors should not mix in politics.’ Then | and is air-conditioned. Apartment 
trademark replica of the ciggie | and in past years have been con- The average major company cov-|came the announcement that he} has numerous entrances and exits, 
brand, will be given the prominent | tributing factor in rejecting pl ered some 250 different show tring | would go to Spain in the fall to take | and has one window looking into * 
back-cover space, of a similar nature th n ju yncluded the top role in ‘Gadalquivir.’ Canitol thestre auditorium 
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Gridiron Cowboys Score Touchdown, 


H'wood Picture Contracts the Goal 


— + 





Hollywood, Sept. 2. Leo Goes to Mahomet 
City lads, not country yokels, land | 


. | ED 
the top cowboy hero jobs in films. | 
‘ Alexander Woollcott was un- 
st Oo 1OW > off the : . 
Most of all, now, they come off shia to ae & Matte lect Week, 


é ids: seldo 0 range , 
football grids; seldom ff the be so Leo the Lion went to Alec. 
here 


. + oO se sectors, ; : 

or cat Ragen — eae see a | Studio wanted him to go from 
normally they pt bate 4 a sting | New York to the Coast for a 
shape up for the riding, sho g, short sequence in ‘Babes on 


and general | 
demanded in 


roping, bulldogging 
roughhousing chores 
the saddle operas. 


Broadway,’ but he wasn't able 
to make the trip. 


Instead, Metro shot the scene— 








Football is the prime prepper. Last! in which Woollcott appears at a 
year’s crop of pigskin stars hurdling| mike as the familiar Town Crier 
into pix were Slingin’ Sammy Baugh! -at Fox-Movietone studios in 
from Texas Christian, John Kim-| Manhattan on Friday (29). 
brough from Texas A. & M., and 
Tom Harmon, of Michigan. Two of 


More H’wood Reerutts 
Get Term Contracts 


this trio were placed in westerns, 
Baugh in Republic’s cliffhanger, 
‘King of the Texas Rangers’; Jarrin’ 
Jawn Kimbrough intg ‘Lone Star 
Ranger, at 20th-Fox, with a second, 
‘Rainbow Trail,’ in preparation. Har- | 
mon’s first is a_ straight gridder, | 
‘Harmon of Michigan,’ for Columbia. | 





Fort Monmouth, N. J., Sept. 2. 


Kimbrough comes off a Texas 2 ud 
ranch. He's been familiar with | Another flock of Hollywood addi- 


|tions has been made to the rapidly- 


horses all his life and rides as to the expanding Training Films 


he’s been learning | Produc- 
saddle born. But he’s been iez |tion nis heniiewarteeed baon, Auneae 


to shoot a six-gun ‘western’ fashion |the newcomers is Dick Green 
as part of the equipment for his pic- | () other of songwriter Johnny ), who 
ture chores. They like his initial| ~. an assistant director at Metro 
showing very much at 20th. Slingin'|.,q RKO and was with the field 
Sammy, playing professional football |artillery in Texas before his trans- 
this fall, will be cavorting between | fer here. 
goalposts at the same time his el Other recruits are Steve Miller, 
ring serial is on general playing time. |! wrijter-reader from Metro and 20th- 
as Republic gleefully informs all and | fox: Ben Eisenberg, writer; Richard 
sundry. | Blank, writer at Metro; Dave Zim- 
Observing these graduations from|merman, indie shorts writer; Ray 
the chalk-striped arena to the silver Goldstone, of Newark Morning 
screen, otHtr top gridders who be-| Ledger, and Ray Bullock from Uni- 
lieve they will get the call to films| versity of Southern California. All 
next season are learning to 
twirl and fan a gun, to make the! partment. 
quick draw and other refinements in | Eleven new men have been added 
the art of being a saddle hero. to the animation department. They 
Certain it is that film scouts will] are Clarence Hartman, Frank Onait- 
be watching the grid grads this fall | us, Art Moore and Lars Calonius. 
for probable options on the morejall from the Disney plant; ruce 
colorful, personable performers who | Ellison, Chicago advertising illus- 
might easily make the stellar grade | trator; Hervey Armington, miniature 
in westerns. And, in as much as-the | set modeler, and Lawrence Gutten- 








At Fort Monmouth, N.J. 


ride,|} have been assigned to scenario de- | 


army is likely to grab quite a few of tag, sign painter. There are also 
the younger huskies out of the stu-;two new inkers, Arnold Kivala, of 
dios as well as off the college grad |the Fleischer studios, and Carmen 
ranks, the scanning of the football | Eletto, of Terrytoons. 


a is 


eH AM em 


fields and the appraisal of the star Speed-up in film making has been 
performers there will be all the 
more intensive this fall. 

Many western stars and top char- 


acter and riding men have been fe- | 


(Continued on page 62) 





Ex-Vaude Strong Man 
Now No. 1 Icelandic Host 


Reykjavik, Iceland, Aug. 26. 
Adopted as unofficial clubhouse by 
British and now American officers 
quartered here, Hotel Borg, leading 
hostelry, intrigues Yank military vis- 
itors to Iceland’s capital city because 


owned by A. Josefsson, jiu-jitsu ex- | 


pert and strong man, who made his 
living for years in the U. S. as such 
He toured with Ringling’s circus and 
also appeared at Keith and Pantages 
vaudeville theatres. 


Money earned on such playdates 
plus his wrestling career, which in- 


cluded matches with Frank Gotch 


when he was champ, and Hacken- 
the 


schmidt, enabled him to buy 


hotel. 





7 Shortage of Uncle Sams 





Detroit, Sept. 2. 

Among other defense 

they are running out of Uncle Sams 

With the theme of the CIO Labor 
Day parade here national defense 


bands were all ordered to strike up | 
on Irving Berlin’s ‘Any Bonds To- |} 
day’—it was planned to have 50 Un- | 

the parade | 
handing out the defense stamp mi 


cle Sams accompany 


bond literature. 


Parade had to settle for 20 Uncle 


Sams—the total number of such get- 
ups which could be garnered in the 
county. Wires to Chicago and New 
York costumers had brought the re- 
sponse: ‘Sorry. All our Uncle Sams 
are out.’ 





‘DR. BROADWAY’ TESTS 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Rod Cameron, Canadian, being 
groomed for stardom at Paramount, 
is being tested for the role of ‘Dr. 
Broadway,’ central figure for series 
to be made from the Borden Chase 
mag stories. 


Art Arthur is writing script for | 


the first in the series, 


|so great recently that two-shift sys- 





Artists and showmen whe 
contributed whole - hearted 
service to national defense 


during past week: 





Elliott Lewis. 
F. Lewis, Jr. 
Oscar Levant 
Ed. Mathews 
James Melton. 
Ken Murray 
George Raft 
E. G. Robinson 


Larry Adler 
Edward Arnold. 
Fred Astaire 

Jos. Bernhard 
Irving Berlin 
Hal Block 

Ray Block Orch. 
Ann Brown 


James Cagney. Lanny Ross 
Eddie Cantor. Dave Rubinoff. 
Melvyn Douglas M. G. Smith 


Lowell Thomas 
Barry Wood. 
A. P. Waxman 
Herman Wouk 
Nathan Yamins 


Betty Grable 
Harry Goldberg 
L. H. Goldenson 
Juanita Hall 

E. L. Kuykendall 
Priscilla Lane. 








PLANE TON. Y. 
FROM COAST 


By GEORGE FROST 
This was a big week for the sky- 
| hawks. 

Eddy Duchin planed into La Guar- 
dia Field, N. Y., yesterday (2), from 
Latin-America aboard an Eastern 
Air Line cloud-chaser. He and his 
band had appeared at Rio’s Copa- 
cabana Casino. 

Monday saw American Airline 
ships tote in 
Geraldine Douglas, actress; Director 
Frank Capra and actor Joseph Shild- 
kraut. 

Sunday’s (31) airport crowds saw 
Tyrone Power plane to L. A., while 
arrivals at the airport were Fred 
Astaire, from L. A., and Betty Mil- 
ler, ‘Miss Wisconsin,’ on her way to 
the Atlantic City beauty marts. 

Abbott and Costello, among those 





CAPRA, ASTAIRE 


from Los Angeles, | 


THE 


a i ne i i i i il 


oor 


+ 


is the makeup man. 
‘Sun Valley Serenade’ is now at 


seeing it they congratulated me. 
ulated each other, 
Broadway 


stock gags. 


flown back to Capistrano. 


prompts him. 
Peggy Hopkins Joyce's latest boy 
afford to divorce her in the manner 


his bridle doesn’t fit him. 


preview. 


their scratch sheets. 


whether she wants a career or just 
Pictures sure bring out the hidden 


Do you think BMI songs were the 


sales. 








| wears a toupe made of Jello, 


modern Moss and Frye. 





BERLE-ING POINT } 
By Milton Berle ; 





Georgie Price kas returned to show business. 
Broadway Rose don’t have to worry about silk stockings. 


ing steady company with a silkworm. 
Now that the summer season is over, the herrings at Grossinger’s have 


Georgia Sothern: Southern Exposure . . 





Hollywood, Sept. 2. 


Have been working five days on my new picture, ‘Rise and Shine,’ and 
just found out it wasn’t the biography of a bootblack. 

In this picture I play the character known as ‘Seabiscuit,’ 
took my dressing room away and gave me a stall. 

There are so many comedians in the picture, the only one doing straight 


so Zanuck 


Grauman’s Chinese. My mother has 


already seen the picture so many times she’s become snowblind. 
Took Jack Benny and Bope Hope to see the picture with me. 
After seeing the picture they congrat- 


Before 


Department 
From stockbroker to 


She's keep- 


Every time a certain comedian forgets a line in his routine—the audience 


friend won't marry her until he can 
to which she is accustomed. 


Holly woodiana 
One of Crosby's horses got so conceited, because he finally won a race, 


Saw them shoot a quickie picture the other day and the actors had just 
enough time to remove their makeup after the last scene to make the 


Republic is thinking of starring Cab Calloway in ‘Jive Bomber,’ 
There’s a certain actress who punishes her children by taking away 


Hollywood is the only place in the world where a girl has to decide 


one husband. 


talents of actors. Tracy invented the 


electric light, Ameche invented the telephone and now Errol Flynn comes 
along and invents the oxygen helmet. 


Music Department 


cause of Mack Gordon losing weight? 


Woody Herman was requested by the management of the Palladium 
not to play such intoxicating music because it was killing their liquor 


Radio Department 
There’s a certain radio comedian who is so tight-fisted whenever he has 
a headache he listens to the Bayer Aspirin program. 
There’s No Truth to the Rumor 
That Fred Astaire is taking dancing lessons from Arthur Murray. That 
Fred Allen is writing Howard and Shelton’s radio material. 
Randolph Hearst is financing Orson Welles’ next picture. That Jack Benny 


That William 


Hangnail Descriptions 
Lana Turner: Sweeter in a sweater . 


Perc Westmore: Pan-Handler 
. Abbott and Costello: A 


Observations 


Billy the Midget has just been appointed to a high-ranking Government 
job—and is now a half-dollar-a-year man. 

Went to a night baseball game in Hollywood. The outfielder had noth- 
ing to do and looked so lonely for nine innings Beatrice Fairfax sent him 
la letter. 





shortages 


!tem has been instituted in the cut- 
iting and editing department. 
(Continued on page 29) 


To Make ’Em Laugh Again 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Harry Langdon, once a star in his 











Sabotage Suspected? 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

|own right, signed up with Monogram Morning mists in the last two 
for a series of pictures as a comic | weeks have been clouding production 
}and gumming up budgets on cow- 


teammate of Charlie Rogers, to be| . 3 
: |poke films in San Fernando Valley 


{ 
| 
| 
} 





produced by Barney Sarecky and| where the California sun is always | 


Dixon R. Harwin. supposed to shine. 

Series starts Sept. 15 with ‘Here Republic had to send 100 extras 
We Go Again,’ to be directed by |home because Sol refused to shine 
| William West. ‘Down Mexico Way.’ 


who choose the TWA route to the | 
West Coast this week, had the air- | 

















} 


a 








| 


| GEORGE WASHINGTON 

_ George Washington was the father and first president of the 
| United States. His picture appears on the $1 banknote, of which 
| ABBOTT and COSTELLO are important having grossed 
25,000 of them at the RKO Boston, Boston, last week. 


Personal Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN 





collectors 


is selling them as mariweenes. 
Conlin & Glass 
Rubin & Malone 
Tierney & Donnelly 


in this country are on a movie set. 





121 WARNER PLAYERS 


Highest Personnel Roster in Studio’s 
History Lists 18 Stars 
Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Warner’s personnel list has now 
reached a total of 121, highest in the 
company’s history. 





others under picture deals. 
during the past month, 
Brooke, Adele Longmire, Ray Mont- 


gomery, Phil Silvers and Kaaren 
Verne. 


SAMMY’ AS A PLAY 
WAITS ON SCHULBERG 








| 
1 


| Makes 


Sammy Run,’ has several 
| Broadway legit production bids to 


adapt the book for the stage. but in- 
stead he wants to write a new novel 
with a prizefight background. He’]] 
probably go to his place at Norwich, 
Vt., late this month to start work 
on it. Figures it will take him all 
fall and most of the winter to com- 
plete. 


Son of film producer B. P. Schul- 
berg planed to the Coast last week 
to attend the Billy Soose-Ceferino 
Garcia fight Sept. 16 and will stay 
in the meantime with Soose and his 
manager, Paul Moss, both friends of 
his. When he returns east he hopes 
to find someone to make the legit 
adaptation of ‘Sammy,’ or to col- 
laborate with him on it during the 
winter at Norwich, between his ses- 
sions on the new book. 


There has been only perfunctory 
Hollywood interest in the screen 
rights to ‘Sammy.’ But in any case, 
Schulberg would want it done first 
as a play, figuring to cash in on it 
ithat way from both ends. 





Figure includes | 
18 stars, 69 featured players and 34 | 


Five new names have been added | 
| 
Walter 


Budd Schulberg, author of ‘What | 


My brother (the inventive one) crossed a frankfurter with a reefer and 


Whatever Became of —————? 


Erickson & Browne 
Cook & Oatman 
Joe Darcey 


Afterpiece: Americans should be thankful the only trenches we have 


| 
| 
i 


| Metro’s Van Heflin Buildup 


| Metro, faced like other studios 
lack of 
major casting problem, jis giving a 
Van Heflin, 
New York legit player, who came to 


|with a leading men as its 


high-speed buildup to 


| Hollywood attention in role opposite 
Katharine Hepburn in stage version 
of ‘Philadelphia Story,’ 
handed two important 
following his Metro break-in. 
He took his celluloid bow at Metro 
in ‘The Feminine Touch,’ recently 
| completed with Don Ameche, Rosa- 
| lind Russell and Kay Francis starred, 
and comes up next in ‘H. M. Pulham, 
| Esq.” and ‘Johnny Eager.’ Robert 
| Taylor-Lana Turner will be star- 
| duoed in latter. 


been 
assignments 


has 


Arline Returns 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Away from the screen for four 
years, Arline Judge returns to Hol- 
lywood as femme interest opposite 
Maxie Rosenbloom in ‘Harvard, Here 
I Come’ at Columbia. 


Filming starts tomorrow (Wed.) 
with Lew Landers directing and 
Wallace MacDonald as _ producing 
supervisor. 





Nolan Swaps Roles 


Lloyd Nolan, originally slated for 
the Michael Shayne role at 20th-Fox, 
is exchanging that part for an impor- 
tant spot in ‘Law and Order, Inc.’ 

Job starts as soon as Nolan fin- 
ishes his present chore in ‘Bridges 
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‘Built at Night’ at Warners. 
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F-WC Gets ‘Kane’ in Block Buy, 
Then Shelves It; Hearst Ire Feared 


DENNIS MORGAN SET 
FOR 9 SONG CONCERTS 





Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
As if it were poison ivy, ‘Citizen 
Kane’ has been bought, paid for and 
relegated to oblivion by Fox-West 
Coast Theatres as one of the first 
block-of-five placed on sale by RKO 





under the consent decree. Not only Dennis Morgan, Warner contract 
on the Coast, where F-WC pre- | Player, has been booked for nine 
vails, but on its eastern kin chain, | 598 concerts by WGN Concert Bu- 


reau, starting in Chicago Oct. 4. Fur- 
ther dates have been relegated be- 
cause of film commitments. 

| Morgan, a tenor, was a 
singer before going into pix. 


National Pictures, the Orson Welles 
picture is purchased but doomed to) 
go unscreened in a total of 515 film 
houses. | 

Fear of legal reprisals by William 
Randolph Hearst and expected op- | 
position by his newspaper is as- 
signed as the cause for the dunking 
of ‘Citizen Kane,’ which deals with 
the imaginary career of a journal- 
istic tycoon. Theatre operators have 
not forgotten the trouble caused by 
lawsuits of Russian nobles over the 
picture based on the life of Rasputin, 
they say. 

Whether independent exhibs will 
take their chances on the filming of 
‘Citizen Kane’ still to be de- 
termined. 


band 


South America Seethes, 
Result of B.A. Theatre 
Fire ‘Caused by Nazis’ 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 26. 
Argentine Government investiga- 
tion of charges that Nazis set fire to 
| the Moderno theatre in the provin- 
| cial town of Cruz del Eje, Cordoba, 
because the house had been lent to 


is 





. canal N Aid the anti-totalitarian organization, 

Sid Whipple, ew I e | Accion Argentina, has caused a 

strong reaction throughout South 

To N.Y. World-Telly Ed., America. More than 60 were in- 
jured in the blaze. 

Leaves Drama Post Open Two men, Jose Alvarez and Vir- 


German construction firm building 
Appointment of Sidney B. Whip-  , at Cruz del Eje, are under 
ple, until recently drama critic Of | arrest, charged with having brought 
the N. Y. World-Telegram, to the 4 pottie of chemicals into the theatre 
post of assistant to the daily’s exec- a children’s show and setting 
utive editor, Lee B. Wood, has cre- Kid sitting near by put 
ated a vacancy for the drama post 
that will be filled within the next 
few days. Frank Farrell, amusement 
editor, meanwhile is covering shows 


dam 


during 
it ablaze. 
striking a match, but said he was 
just lighting a cigaret 


Incident occurred in the midst of 


s ne | ° 
ae insane ’ nt considerable local tension, pro and 
l "all 1S are c ap - . \ 
ndica “4 S “i that ; ee tg | anti-democrats both strong in the 
ment wi 10 > > . 1e ; . on 
mes ia = Alpe ‘ section having been battling for some 
amusement staff. There are five} 


| time. When Accion Argentina, a 
militant, year-old group which has 
1.000.000 followers in this 
secured the use of the thea- 


being considered for the post, one 


of whom is from another newspaper. ; t 
a : aimos 


country 


eilio Dilacio, both employed by a big | 





the finger on Alvarez, who admitted | 


BOONERS LIKE IT | tre for a show of anti-dictator picts, | 
i mista lthreats were heard among local 
F i ; lazis that ‘something would be done. 
$1 Top Legit Favored As Cradle “ i 4 _ “an railcars 
P ‘ij | that 1e house als centl 
For Film Scripts act that t bce ; 
a in howed a Russian picture furthe: 
e! } Ps +} Nia 7 
ypurnead up Lne@ iINa 
Dollar top theatre about to be cain throughout Argentina 
T . wers ( gnou ATS l 
launched in New York is looked on Chile. Uruguay and other Latin 
with favor by scenario-hunters fo: spite ae ae ey 
< is . =o 6 i s oO inthe gaan a incident as 
major studios. Story editors see in| °O | > ye spihies of ws oe of Nazi 
$1 top idea : ‘ a an ‘outrage’ and ‘typical ¢ Naz 
aea ¢ . P > oft. b kent eal 
I an Important added test methods.’ even before there was 


ing ground for scripts, which are al- h 
es, _ ° . mue 
ways more easily judged when seen | ~ i 
on a stage than when read. nia 


Swatiska 
Details 


the 


sponsible. 


evidence that 


were fT 


: : -¢ etruogled toward the 
Plan of the theatre's operators is of how mothers Pete ge ird a 
. ¢ ° ans'> = | exits. and how kids rushed along the 
to do new plays and frequently ex- | ©**'* _— . oie the seats to get out 
perimental ones, which appeals to} *'>*** a ne broke, were widely 
the film scouts. Scheme is also to | “"*" 


_ on a new show each four weeks, | gored of Nazi activities are 
moving the previous one to another rire 
house if it is successful. In this way 
it is conceivable that the $1 top 
sponsors could have three or fou! 


currently un 
Recent action of Bolivia 
breaking up attempted 
by the Ar- 


countries 
and Chile in 
Nazi putsches, and probes 


plays running at once. = cae > Deputies and 
On the other hand, astute Broad- | semtine oongengiola - ~ Ase Pree 
wayites among the play scouts aren't Uruguayan Congress a " —— a | 
Optimistic about the chances of the | !ave arousea Ms : che annie 
low-priced theatre. which has been } siesta while Fifth Col , 
tried before. It is pointed out that worked 
with a hit play it is possible to sell 
seats at much more than $1. so 
there’s no use limiting one’s self to That Ole Itch 
that, while if a play doesn’t catch | : 
on you can't give the tickets away. een week & 
pena ay i; Ww. Cc. Tuttle, now prexy of “7 
‘ acific Coast Baseball League, anc 
~_ “ae Thrush Pheorcond writer for fiction mags, 15S 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 

_Dale Evans, CBS thrush, has been 
signed by 20th Century-Fox, fol- 
lowing a test made two weeks ago. 
= reports for work about Sept. 
5. 

Miss Evans has been a CBS staff 
vocalist for the past year and a half. 


a on the Coast set by Joe Riv- 
in, 


breaking into the filn 
writer of two yarns, 5 
Hartley’ and ‘Sleepy Stevens. 


Productions, starting with ‘Hash- 
knife’ in October at the Fine Arts 
studio. Nate Watt will produce. 


BILL WHITES ADOPT SON 

The William C. Whites (Ruth 
Morris) have adopted a baby boy, 
now one year old, whom they've 
tagged William Michael White. They 


HARRIET PARSONS, PROD. 

: Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Harriet Parsons makes her debut 
aS an associate producer at Republic 
with “Mattie Harrigan,’ based on het 
Own story and starring Judy Canova. 





but kept mum about it until all the 
papers were signature d and every- 
legal 


is 


thing w 


Yarn is a hillbilly version of the Mrs. White thinks the kid’s an 

t ‘ . * 
Mata Hari spy theme. with songs and angel exclaiming He cries only 
dances, jwhen we do the wrong thing! 


der way in several S. A. 
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INTO NEW FACES 
DEAPITE GAMBLE 


20th-Fox Backing Uahnewna' 
With Heavy Bally —| 
Others Figure Playing 
Safe, However, With 
‘Name’ Players Best Bet 
When It Is Rechaned| 
Grooming Novices Takes 
Heavy Nut 





B.O. CALLS THE TURN 


By BILL BROGDON 
Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Screen newcomers seem headed 
towards their biggest year during 
1941-42 as nearly every studio plans 
the hatching of embryo actors and 
actresses. And the cost of popping 
new faces before the public will be 
no small matter. 

In fact, the tremendous expense of 
debuting new players is one of the 
main factors that has in the past 
caused studios to hesitate in gam- 
bling on what is likely to be a los- 

(Continued on page 29) 


UFA IN A SPOT 
FOR BIZ IN US. 


iouiaiaiibaay 





End appears in sight for activities 
of the American division of UFA, 
German film distribs. Outfit is cur- | 
rently reduced to having its accounts 
play repeat engagements of pix al- 
ready released here, while U. S. Cus- | 
toms authorities show no sign of re- 
leasing the 12 new Reich films and a 
number of newsreels and shorts they 
are now holding 


‘We don't look into the future.’ 
commented George Nitze, UFA prez 
and g.m., concerning the black out- 
look for himself, his employes and 
the 15 or so theatres throughout the 
country which use his product ex- 
clu \ ly 

UFA did have a se n A tne 
crystal ball, however, Nitze admitted, 
that gave it sufficient tipoff on thin 
to come. It piled up veral fea- 


fall. 
by the 
UFA played 
it could fo1 


tures last spring for release th 


With prospects of a 
time cool weather set in 
y and 
the top audience-pull 
rather than re 


T 
the summer. 


drought 


aved what 
ng season, 
1@asin auring 


saying | 


g tne 


Nitze stalls 


DIX 


on 


how many he has on hand, but it is | 
| not believed to be any great number. | 

It’s as a result of this thrifty squir- 
rel technique, therefore, that the 
Deutsche theatres are now showin? 
their patrons familiar tuff New 
York showcase, for instance. the 96th 
S et, hasad e-feature of o r 
I tly { it S We 

Vict y e W Ut) I 
zug im Polen’ (‘Campaig n Poland’) 
and ‘Blitzkrieg im West (*Blitz- 
krieg in the West’), dualled That’s 
a pretty hard dose to t about 
three solid hours of marching Cer 
man soldiers, tanks and guns 

Customs authorities are holding up 
the new pictures while they ‘in- 
vestigate the possibility that they 
| would incite to riot.’ That's about 


| Goebbels 


notorious 


first got the tot about a month ago, | 


} minor 


1 business as the 'the only legal grounds they have for 


‘Hashknife | 

| however, 
5 am | action until Congress gets around .0| 

‘ales W ; by Sunbeam g : 

Tales will be filmed b: 


Holdup, 
delaying 


them. 
be a 


release 
said to 


refusing to 


is 


a law embargoing the pix. Among 
the epics in the Customs vaults is a 
super-special, ‘Bismarck,’ 
compares Hitler with the 
Prussian ruler-soldier and 
latter no match. 


which 


\ 


finds the 


Metro’s Wm. Post | 


Nilliam Post has been plucked by 
Metro from cast of ‘My Sister Eileen, 


Broadway legiter. He’s being sent 
to the Coast under the standard six- 
months-with-options termer for a 


l ‘Steel Cavalry.’ 
He worked at RKO f several 


AZo 


role in 


parts couple years 


| 


| that this 


Eugene Lyons Names Plenty of Film 
Notables as Pro-Red’ in His New Book 


,™ 
Myriad Hollywood names get men- 


NBC BARS PROPAGANDA ton ws contributors to the Com- 
TUNES FROM SUSTAINERS (rious Sea‘ tront groupe in Fusene 


| Lyon’s new volume, ‘The Red Dec- 
ade.” Former N. Y. Times cor- 
respondent in Moscow and present 
editor of American Mercury esti- 
mates the film colony was ‘milked’ 











NBC is barring from its sustain- | 
ing broadcasts any song that smacks 
of propaganda for any cause. 

Net has refused to allow any band 





to clear the title ‘V For Victory.’ or of $2,000,000 for Communist pur- 

of pong ctnany te Aegl 
use the lyric on remote nrentee: ts. Lyons appears to find particular 
glee in the support given by the 


| picture folk to the fight of the Span- 
ish people against fascism and even 
draws the red herring across the 
trail of those whose sympathies were 
with China and the sharecroppers. 
He quotes William Bledsoe, editor of 
the Screen Guild Magazine, as 
terming Hollywood social conscious- 
Chicago, Sept. 2. aes ommeniom aor two butlers 

New Illinois statute that makes it] “Donald Ogden | el heads the 
mandatory for all businesses operat- list of names mentioned by Lyons. 
ing under an assumed name to regis- | He’s termed Hollywood leader with 
ter the right names of all owners| ‘fine lieutenants’ rostered as Dudley 
oe cae : f o =' | Nichols, Francis Hackett, Humphrey 
will take in actors, bands and acts, | Cobb, Dalton Trumbo, Irwin Shaw, 
according to the chief clerk of the | Tess Slesinger, Sam Ornitz, Frank 
County Court here. Clerk takes the | Scully, Oliver H. P. Garrett, Boris 
position that all performers, acts or | Ingster, Lillian Hellman, John How- 
bands using professional 


names as | (Continued on page 12) 

business. names must register their | : a 
proper name. 

Theatrical attorneys, however, feel 

rule applies only to acts} 


Show Folks Affected 
By Statute in Ilinois 
On Assumed Names 


WB ‘SOLDIER IN WHITE 


which have their principal places of 


business in this state. Acts orig- T0 BE FILMED IN TEXAS 
inating in other states would not be pune 

bound by the laws of Illinois, and 

would not have to register proper Fort Sam Houston, Tex., Sept. 2. 
names with the Illinois clerk. Warner Bros. making preliminary 


plans for a Technicolor picture, ‘The 
Soldier in White,’ to be largely filmed 
at the base hospital here. The pic- 
ture will be centered around the life 
of medical department specialists, 
known as ‘soldiers in white.’ The 
school is now training about 300 spe- 
ciahists each month, and also con- 
ducts classes for medical and dental 
officers. 

Lieut.-Col. John J. Moore, com- 
mandant of the medical department 


JOE DIMAGGIO CLAN 
DANGLED AS PIC BAIT 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

the whole DiMaggio | 
baseball, romance and | 
a screenplay, is 


Practically 
family, with 


fish intermingled in 


FOUNDED BY SIME 
Published Weekly by VARIETY, Ine. | 
1 Silv 


brothers, both of whom are aiso good 
ballplayers. 


erman, President 


being offered as a package by Nat , 1 
7 rs 1 J 5 y 4. | of the hospital, will be in charge of 
Goldstone, who is willing to pro- R , 3 
: , oc arrangements here. Actors for the 
duce the picture under the auspices } , 
; 7 : picture are expected here in six 
of a major studio or under financial | * oak 
- Weess. 
steam arranged by himself | 
Latest addition to the package = 5] 
J. Carrol Naish, as patriarch of the H| 
DiMaggio on the San Francisco I] 
wateril Others are Joe, the big RIE7 Y | 
boy of the New York Yanks. his | 
wife, Dorothy Arnold, and his two 1} Trade Mark Registered i] 
SILVERMAN || 
i] 


Street, New 


Wyler Dealt New Hand; | sina... 2s 


Gives Him Freer Rein | —— 


York, N. ¥ 
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Hollywood, Sept. 2 | 
Samuel Goldwyn and William INDEX i} 
Wyler made a new deal permitting Advance Production Chart 18 | 
the director to work on two outside Band Routes 48 
pictu yea Previou pact ha ~~ eee = 
P exc cara la i 
W I first outsider una tne Ci “ 
new contract Mi M f lal Exploitation od 
ring Greer Garson, at Metro Film Booking Cha renee 2 
Film Reviev 8 
Fj Trade Showin 18 
Forum 63 
End of Detour House Reviews..... os 54 
‘ Inside—Legit 60 
Inside—Music ea 49 
id Hollywood, Sept. 2. Inside er oll Me Tree er 
Universal put ‘It Started with inate. Disiuves .......... 3 
Adam’ back before the cameras to- | EE eer ee 36 
day after losing several days while || Jnternational News 12 | 
Deanna Durbin recovered from a se- FOE” LE Ee aCe be: 60 
ese cold. E EMMIS oc idicdciscesasces a7 | 
Picture, Joe Pasternak’s finale as A, i ek Ba ee 49 
a Universal producer before moving New Act 55 
over to Metro, still has seven days Satie tle ook: sls ae end 51 |i 
of tilming before the windup. Night Club Review ~ ... 52 II 
— Obituary ee 62 |} 
‘ CITPCROSITAS «64 ste. . 4 |] 
San Quentin Kale PICHON osZisecenncmvins’ 4 || 
Hollywood, Sept. 2 Radio ........ evens 32 | 
Mae West is aiding a Hollywood Radie—International 39 | 
drive to collect cash for prisoner tadio Markets = 
at California’s San Quentin. La West Radio Reviews. ......++.++-. 3 | 
has addressed a plea to all studios Unit Reviews see eeeeees 55 i 
asking donations be sent either to Vaudeville ....+.+..++eeeee. ol ! 
er or direct to the state big house DAILY VARIETY | 
n care of Warden Clinton Duffs (Pu iin _ 
Money will be used for prizes to 7. Vartety.. ie 
| priso for meritorious worl ee ae 
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Columnists Fidler, Hopper Summoned 


(Parsons Invited’) to Appear Before 


Government Pro 


eouinliniinieaanbioon + 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Jimmie Fidler, syndicate column- 
§st and radio commentator on tidings 
of the film industry, was subpoenaed 
by wire to appear in Washington 
Sept. 8 to testify before the Clark 
sub-committee of the Senate inter- 
state commerce committee investi- 
gating alleged war propaganda by 

air and motion picture companies. 
Along with Louella O. Parsons, 
Hedda Hopper and other columnists, 
Fidler was originally extended an 
‘invitation’ to Washington but de- 
clined with the explanation that his 
syndicate and radio work would pre- 
vent his appearance. 


by telegraph, ordered him to ap- 
pear, or else. If not, he was told, 
he would be served by the U.S. Mar- 
shal in the Los Angeles district. 
Consulting his attorney, Fidler 
learned that the telegraphic sum- 


mons is legal, under Senate resolu- | 


tion 152. and that its violation may 
result in various penalties. Fidler 
sent beck word that he would accept 
the subpoena and appear at the in- 
vestigation if he is provided with 
transporation and living quarters in 
Washington. 
Expenses OK 

Under Senate bill 159, passed last 
January, the Interstate Commerce 
Committee is empowered to give ac- 
cess to its funds for use by sub- 
committees, thereby making it legal 
to cover expenses entailed by sub- 
poenas. 

Hedda Hopper. currently on vaca- 
tion in Canada, failed to answer the 
invitation immediately, and was 
also sent a summons by wire. Lou- 
ella O. Parsons will be 
around the time of the hearing, with 
a personal appearance ,scheduled in 
Dixon, Ill.,. Sept. 15. It is not known 


whether she accepted the invitation. | 


Dot Comingore OK For 
Publicity Personals, 


Favorable impression she created 


in a personal appearance at preem | 


of ‘Parachute Battalion’ in 
a couple weeks ago determined RKO 
to send Dorothy Comingore on a 
p.a. tour. Player was in New York 
last week, from where she went to 
Boston and Washington prior to her 
return to the Coast on Sunday (7) 
to begin work in ‘Valley of the Sun.’ 
Miss Comingore wasn’t in ‘Para: 


chute Battalion’ but was sent to At- 


lanta for general publicity purposes. 
Rest of the tour was 
‘Citizen Kane,’ in which she 
her initial screen appearance 
having served with Orson Welles in 
the Mercury Theatre. 


made 


Determined to get roles to her lik- 
ing, she has already undergone two 
time since 


suspensions in the short 
RKO pacted her. She is 
don title part in RKO‘s 
Theodore Dreiser's ‘Sister Carrie.’ 


anxious to 


Warners Powwow 


Hollywood, Sept. 2 
Maj. Albert Warner arrived Satur 
day (30) for conferences with hi 
brothers, Harry and Jack. 
He returns east 
testify before the Senate investigat 
ing committee 


Clark Scrams Siegel 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 


The subpoena, 


in ‘the east | 


Atlanta | 


buildup for | 


after | 


version of 


next weekend to 


paganda Probers 





Just Sensitive 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 


In a major studio story huddle, 
with high execs, producers and 
writers draped around the coun- 
cil table, somebody suggested the 
production of ‘The Flying Dutch- 
man,’ a sea mystery of ancient 


days, naturally with a_ back- 
ground in Holland. High exec 
| nixed the idea. 
‘Wheeler and Nye,’ he ex- 


plained, ‘would accuse us of anti- 
Nazi propaganda.’ 








LILLIAN GISH RESIGNS 
AMERICA FIRST GROUP 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Lillian Gish resigned last week 
'from the America First committee. 
'She went from here to Chicago to 
deliver her resignation in person to 


General Robert Wood. In the letter 
| she stated that she did not believe 
| that the organization would function 
jas it has when she joined, and she 

was not going to be used as a cat’s- 

paw by it to testify against the mo- 
| tion picture industry. 
Bow-out was accepted. 





i. a Fa we We 
Fred Astaire. 
Fred Beetson. 
Irving Berlin. 
Clara Blandick. 
Frank Capra. 
Harry Carey. 
Bing Crosby. 
| J. Cheever Cowdin. 
Doug Dawson. 
Reginald Denny. 
Jimmy Durante. 
Matty Fox. 
Mrs. Jules Girden. 
Arthur W. Kelly. 
Marion Kirchner. 
Beth Lonergan. 
| Victor Moore. 
Mary Pickford. 
Charles D. Prutzman. 
Claude Rains. 
Sol C. Siegel. 
Dr. Irving Somach. 
N.Y. to L.A. 
Al Daff 
Jock Lawrence. 
Harpo Marx. 
Tyrone Power. 
Budd Schulberg. 
Maj. Albert Warner. 
Vera Zorina. 


* 
Hot Dice! 
Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
| Jack Townley, writer who per- 
formed an emergency operation as 
' 


| director of the Billy Conn picture, 
‘The Pittsburgh Kid,’ at Republic, 


has been rewarded with a new con- | 


tract by Herbert J. Yates, headman 
of the organization. 
' 


From now on, Townley works al- | 
ternately as a writer and a direc- | 


tor, 


FOX GIVES GUN 
TO BIG BUDGET 
‘FURY’ 





! 
| 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 


| 20th-Fox today started rolling on | 


| three big productions, ‘Son of Fury,’ 
‘Remember the Day’ and ‘Rise and 
| Shine.’ 


| First-named has a budget of $2,- 
| 000,000, according to the studio. Ty- 
|rone Power tops the cast. Others 
j}are Maureen O'Hara, George San- 
| ders, Roddy McDowall, John Carra- 
| dine, Virginia Gilmore, Elsa Lan- 
| chester, Harry Davenport and Dud- 
lley Digges. John Cromwell directs. 
| Sets for the picture cost $135,000 
and it has the longest shooting sched- 
ule, 69 days, of any 20th-Fox pro- 
duction in several years. Philip 
Dunne wrote the screenplay from 
‘Benjamin Blake,’ novel by Edison 
Marshall. 

‘Day.’ starring Claudette Colbert 
and John Payne, also started today. 
'Henry King directs. George Barnes 
is first cameraman. Tess Slesinger 
and Frank Davis wrote the screen- 
| play from the Philip Dunning-Philo 
| Higley play of the same name. 
| The other one to get the gun is 
Mark Hellinger’s first production, 
‘Rise and Shine,” adapted from 
James Thurber’s ‘My Life and Hard 
Times.” Linda Darnell and Jack 
Oakie top the cast. Allan Dwan is 
directing. 











Dietrich’s Busted Gam 


| Stymies Filming on ‘Lady’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Shooting on ‘The Lady Is Willing’ 
has been postponed indefinitely, 
awaiting the recovery of Marlene 
} Dietrich, who fractured an ankle on 
| the set when she fell while protect- 
| ing an infant in her arms. 
| Ankle will be in a cast for at least 
|a month, but Miss Dietrich will be 
lable to work sooner in close-ups. 
| Mitchell Leisen, producer-director at 
| Columbia, has doused all lights to 
| await further developments. 
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Hays Tndignantly Denies’ 





Striking the keynote 


pending senatorial 
‘war propaganda’ films, Wili H. Hays 


j 

| 
president of the MPPDA, in a letter | 
D. Worth | 
de- | 
| clared the accusation ‘is resented and | 
Missive was | 


addressed to Senator 
Clark, subcommittee chairman, 


S|indignantly denied.’ 


dated Saturday (30) and was in re 


sponse to an invitation to Hays tc 
"appear before the subcommittee 

Hays wrote: 
‘You have invited me to ap- 


| pear before your Sub-committee 
considering proposed Senate 
Resolution 152, and as you have 


of the film] 
industry’s position towards the im-| 
investigation of 


‘In order that your Committee 
may prepezre for its hearings on 
this Resolution, it seems proper 
that you be advised of the posi- 
tion of the motion picture indus- 
wy. 

‘The industry will prove that 
the charges made against it are 
wholly unsupported by the facts 
a and constitute an unjustified at- 
»} tack upon, and challenge, to, the 
| fundamental American principle 
| of freedom of expression. 

“We have been accused of us- 
| ing the screen ‘as an instrument 
of Government propaganda.’ We 
conceive it to be the obligation 


| Veterans of Foreign Wars Laud WB's 
— Patriotic Pix and Radio's Free Time 

















' 
Continued from page Iaties! 








/ mark his first public appearance as 
| private counsel since he re-entered 
|law practice following last fall's 
campaign, was reached on last Sat. 

(30). He returned to New York 
from a visit with friends in New 
Hampshire, and met with film execu- 
ltives through Sunday evening and 
nearly all day Monday. 

In the group that surveyed the 
situation with Willkie were Austin 
C. Keough, chairman of the law 
committee of the Motion Picture 
Producers & Distributors of Amer- 
ica, Inc.; J. Robert Rubin (Loew's) 
and Joseph H. Hazen (WB), and 
representative of the Motion Picture 
Producer's Assn., of Hollywood, who 
had come east for the purpose of 
coordinating the industry's answer to 
the charges contained in the Senate 
resolution. Latter group included 
Herbert Freston, Mendel Silberberg 
and Maurice Benjamin, latter of 
Loeb & Loeb, Los Angeles attorneys. 


Isolationistic Committee 
an outspoken supporter of 


As 


cies and an adherent for unity of 
action in America for full aid to 
Britain and speedy national defense, 
Willkie will face a committee of 
senators who are overwhelmingly 
isolationist in their views. Only one 
of their number, Sen. Ernest W. 
MacFarlane (Dem., Ariz.) is a sup- 
porter of the Administration. The 
others, in addition to Clark, are 
Homer T. Bone (Dem., Wash.) and 
the two Republicans, 
Tobey, N. H., and C. Wayland 
Brooks, Il. 





torial procedure of holding a hear- 


|ing by a sub-committee to ascertain | 
| if charges will support a more thor- | 


|ough investigation by Senate 


the 


| a debatable matter. 
| however, to raise the issue, 

| termined is he that the film 
jtry’s record of the past 18 months 
| will completely explode opposition. 


so de- 


| He has given the film leaders to un- | 


| derstand that their. services for na- 
| tional defense have set a_ high '! 
| standard for other industries. 

Entry of Willkie into the fray 


| climaxed a week of numerous con- 
| ferences preparatory to the Wash- 


| ington investigation. Some confu-| 
sion was reported because a com- 


| mittee subpoena had been served on | 
president of} 
to appear as a witness. Sub- |! 
sequently, it was explained that ser- |! 


Nicholas M. 


Loew's, 


Schenck, 


| vice of the subpoena was premature 
|}and had been ordered as a matter 
of routine because of delay in ad- 
| Vising Chairman Clark of the film 
|industry’s roster of willing wit- 
nesses. Other top executives had 
been listed for subpoenas but none 
| was served following a meeting in 
| Washington on Saturday (30) be- 
| tween Clark and Keough, who out- 
pen the plans for voluntary coop- 
eration and information. 

| Whether additional film 

will appear before the committee 
than previously programmed is a 
| matter now left to Willkie’s discre- 
tion. Listed to testify, however. are 
Will H. Hays, Walter Wanger, presi- 
dent of the Academy of Motion Pic- 
ture Arts and Sciences. Y: Frank 


Freeman, president of the Motion 
Picture Producers Assn., of Hollv- 
|} wood, Barney Balaban, Darryl F 
Zanuck and George J. Schaefer. 


chairman of the industry’s general 


committee on national defense. 


Thomas Mitchell Back 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 


Willkie Defends Pix | 


Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 
Patriotic films produced by War- 
ney Bros. were given high praise in 
a report by a special committee of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars which 


ended a five-day convention here 
Friday (29). Singled out for special 
praise were Warné@s’ ‘Service With 
the Colors’ and ‘Meet the Fleet.’ 
which the V.F.W. said had furnished 
‘a fine medium through which to 
teach Americanism to the youth of 
our country.’ Most of the films are 
being shown under the sponsorship 
of the V.F.W. 

‘We hope that more films of this 
type will be produced by film com- 
panies so that more people will, 
through seeing these films, realize 
some of the sacrifices that have gone 
into making this country of ours.’ 
said William L. Wilson, chairman of 
the patriotic film committee. 





President Roosevelt’s foreign poli- | 


Charles W.} 
Willkie is said to subscribe to the} 


| belief that the unprecedented Sena- | 


committee on interstate commerce is | 
He is not likely, | 


indus- | 


leaders | 


‘I feel that perseverence and a de- 
| termined effort on the part of all of 
lus will result in our spreading the 
| doctrine of, Americanism through the 
length and breadth of our land and 
at the same time assist our Govern- 
| ment.’ 

| The veterans also gave a pat on 
ithe back to the radio industry which, 
they said, had given them $250,000 
| worth of radio time free last year 
lin order to aid the V.F.W.’s Ameri- 
— program. 


Sen. Clark Assures 
Film Biz of ‘Ample 








Washington, Sept. 2. 
Ample opportunity for the picture 
industry to offer all the rebuttal tes- 
timony it desires, after the commit- 
ltee gets through with 
quizzing, was promised by Senator 
‘D. Worth Clark, Idaho Democrat, 
‘at a huddle with Charles C. Petti- 
john, general counsel of the Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors of 
America, Inc., and Austin C. Keough, 
the Paramount attorney serving as 
chairman of the industry’s self-de- 
fense committee. Trio had heads to- 
, gether most of the morning Satur- 
day (30), with Pettijohn and Keough 
offering to bring any individual 
wanted from ranks of companies 

making up the Hays organization. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


lis own 


The committee expects to spend all 
its time the first week hearing the 
|*prosecution.’ So far, that comprises 
lonly Senators Gerald P. Nye, North 
|Dakota Republican, and Bennett 
Champ Clark, Missouri Democrat, 
uncompromising members of the iso- 
lationist bloc high command. Film 
figures won’t be put in the witness 
chair until Monday (15), while no 
|definite arrangements have been 
made for going into radio’s conduct 
and the way commentators have 
|} handled the war-peace hot potato. 


‘Inconvenient’ for Fidler 


| Only person known to have been 
subpoenaed, besides Nick Schenck, 
| was columnist Jimmy Fidler. Sum- 
mons was issued after Senator Worth 
|Clark had a reply that the col- 
| umnist-commen’¢e 2r could not con- 
'veniently accept the invitation. 
Commenting merely that he had been 
led to believe the committee 
get much valuable information from 
Fidler, Clark said he was not par- 
ticularly desirous of going into the 
the squawks about CBS restrictions 
on free criticism. Instead, he felt 
| the probers ought to have the benefit 
| of general knowledge of Hollywood 
| conditions that a veteran legman 
could provide. Fidler attracted 


could 


at- 


Time for Rebuttal’ 


Colbert Clark. associate producer 
in the Sol C. Siegel unit at Para- | 
mount, pulls out Sept. 13 after six | 
months on the lot. ‘Fly By Night,’ 
recently finished, was the last of five 
films on which he worked. 

Financial differences are reported 
as the cause of Clark’s resignation. | 
He moved to Paramount from Re- | 
public with Siegel. 





Kozinsky Bros. to Mono 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Kozinsky brothers, Franklin and 
Maurice, who produced ‘Paper Bul- | 
lets’ independently, signed with 
Monogram to make one film, ‘I 
Killed That Man.’ 

Phil Rosen directs from script by 
George Bricker. 


been advised, I welcome the op- 
portunity to do so. 

‘The Resolution is based upon 
charges that the motion picture 
industry has been engaged in 
propaganda ‘designed’ to 
the American people te war and 
that the alleged propaganda ‘is 
in the hands of groups inter- 
ested in involving the United 
States in war.’ 

‘No more false and shameful 
accusation could be made, strik- 
ing as it does not only at the loy- 
alty of the persons concerned, 
but at the quality and extent of 
their personal patriotism to a 
country and cause in which they 
so vitally and sincerely believe. 
This accusation is baseless. It is 
resented and indignantly denied. 


incite 


and duty of the industry to co- 
operate in every way with our 
Government in connection with 
the National Defense Program 
recommended by the President 
and adopted by the Congress of 
the United States. 

‘To yield to the demand that 
picture makers ignore the fact 
that we live in an era of destruc- 
tion and tyranny that surpasses 
the blackest period of barbarism, 
that all the principles upon 
which American life is based are 
being destroyed in a great part 
of the world, would best serve 
the purposes and interests of the 
most bitter enemies of our way 
of life. There can be no com- 
promise by the industry with re- 
spect to this issue.’ 





Thomas Mitchell, hurt in a horse-| tention to himself by sending nu- 
and-buggy crash last spring. goes | Merous Senators copies of his indict- 
back to work next week at RKO in | ment of CBS, which was published 
Joan of Paris,’ with Michele Mor- | in the Congressional Record at Sen- 
gan, French importation, as the | ator Nye’s request. 
femme star. Lacking funds to hire a_ special 

Picture starts Sept. 8, with David | force, the Senate committee is not 
Hempstead producing and Robert | working up any case of its own. 
Stevenson directing. |Rather, Chairman Clark is letting 

—_——_——— _ | Nye and Clark of Missouri prepare 
|data to back up accusations in the 

BOSSING OWN BRAINCHILD | investigation Sentihion and has 

‘ Hollywood, Sept. 2. | given major producers latitude to 

First executive job by Felix Jack- submit synopses of any pictures deal- 
son, new associate producer at Uni-,ing with the controversial peace- 
versal, is ‘The Life of Thomas New-| war topic. Clark wrote for informa- 
som,’ his own screenplay, tion about the features that might 





Filming starts late this fall, with|treat this theme and said he'd like 
Jackson working under production | descriptive matter, without singling 
supervision of Bruce Manning, his out any films as ‘horrible examples 
of warmongering.’ 





former writing partner. 
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‘PULL’ AND ‘PACKAGE’ EVIL 





+ 


Always 6 Pix in Work Is WB's Way 


To Insure Constant Product Flow 


v 








Efforts to smooth out the lulls and | 
humps in Warner Bros.’ production, 
so that the distribution department 
is assured a smooth flow of product 
well in advance of release, as re- 
quired by consent decree selling, 
were made in confabs at the studio 
from which sales chief Grad Sears 
returned to New York over the 
weekend. Plan calls for minimum 
of half-dozen pix before the cameras 
every working day. 

High mark of the year is cur- 
rently being hit with 11 features on 
the stages. Twelve more go in the 
next two months, with 12 additional 
in preparation for the two months 
following. Three went into produc- 
tion yesterday (Tuesday). They are 
‘You're in the Army Now,’ ‘Remem- 
ber Tomorrow’ and ‘Wild Bill Hic- 
kok Rides.’ 

Others in work are ‘Male Animal,’ 
‘Died With Their Boots On,’ ‘Kings 
Row,” ‘All Through the Night,’ 
‘Bridges Built at Night,’ ‘Man Who 
Came to Dinner,’ ‘Captains of the 
Clouds’ and ‘The Body Disappears.’ 

Scheduled for an early start are 
‘Always in My Heart,’ ‘Background 
to Danger,’ ‘Night Freight,’ ‘Manhat- 
tan Fury,’ ‘Bad Men of Montana,’ 
‘Here Come the Girls,’ ‘The Man 
They Couldn't Kill’ and ‘The Damned 
Don’t Cry.’ 

In the preparatory stage for No- 
vember-December lensing are ‘Jook 
Girl,’ ‘Mark Twain,’ ‘Yankee Doodle 


Stevens Kept Jumping 
To Pilot Four Biggies 





Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

George Stevens, currently direct- 
ing the Katharine Hepburn-Spencer 
Tracy picture, ‘Woman of the Year,’ 
at Metro moves over to Columbia as 
producer and director of ‘Mr. Twi- 
light,’ when he washes up his Cul- 
ver City chore. 

Cary Grant and Jean Arthur co- 
star in ‘Mr. Twilight,’ second and 
last of the producer-director stint for 
Stevens at Columbia. First of the 
two-picture deals was ‘Penny Seren- 
ade.’ 


WELLES SEWS UP 
ENTIRE PATHE 
LOT FOR 4 PIX 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Orson Welles’ next Mercury Pro- 











: , duction, ‘The Magnificent Amber- 

Dandy,’ ‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ ‘Night | 
“ty ie if . | sons,’ gets under way at the RKO- 
i ns — of Tron | Pathe lot in Culver City Sept. 16. 


’, | With that in production, and with 
| three more Welles pictures to follow 
l|immediately, he will have all the 
available space on the lot tied up. 
David O. Selznick, at present, is 
quartered at the same studio, but he 
can’t get started there because Wel- 
les has precedence on the space. 


WANGER’S ENGLISH PIC 
DEAL HALTS ‘CHEYENNE’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Production of ‘Cheyenne’ has been 
deferred indefinitely by Walter Wan- 
ger, who is tied up by a deal with 


‘Mississippi Belles,’ ‘Up at the Villa, 
‘In This Our Life’ and ‘Saratoga 
Trunk.’ 





Par’s 11 at the Post 

Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Paramount has 11 new pictures 
slated to go in the next two months, 
starting off with ‘Tombstone,’ co- 
Starring Richard Dix and Frances 
Gifford. Other September starters 
are ‘The Lady Has Plans,’ ‘The 
Fleet's In,’ ‘This Gun for Hire,’ ‘Tor- 

pedo Boat’ and ‘Prison Windows.’ 
October slaie calls for ‘The Wizard 
of Arkansas,’ ‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ 
‘True to the Army,’ ‘Holiday Inn,’ 


‘Take a Letter, Darling’ and ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. Cugat.’ 











Argosy in the shooting of ‘Eagle 
EZZELL SUCCEEDING Squadron’ in England and does not 
want two pictures in work at the 


same time. 
During 


ESPY AS GOLDWYN VP. 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 


the lull, Winston Miller 
and Nancy Gross are polishing the 
script of ‘Cheyenne,’ based on an 





STYMIES MANY 
GOOD PRODUCER 


Ten Percenter Gimmick of 
Selling Own Stars, Writ- 
ers, Directors as Parcel, 
Plus Lack of Social Con- 
tacts of ‘Connections’ 
Keeps Producer Talents 





and Genius Under Wraps| 





MUST TAKE THE CRUMBS 





By ARTHUR UNGAR 
Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Progress of a producer in Holly- 
wood is mostly determined by his 
ability to get talent, directors and 
writers for the material he is going 
to produce. Many individuals in pro- 
duction ranks who are making inter- 
mediate pictures today are better 
qualified for upper bracket produc- 
tion duties than a good portion of 
those that are turning out the so- 
called ‘A’ product. 

But the former have not the 
proper connections. Even though 
they were assigned to handle the 
‘A’ or topnotch type of production, 
many of them would not hazard the 
chance, fearing that all they would 
have is the assignment but not the 
ingredients to put into it for the 
finished product. 

There are many reasons for this. | 
One is social. Another, the lack of | 
sufficient intimate acquaintance with | 
top rung stars or directors, or no in- 
side contact with an agent who 
is handling important personalities | 
within the ranks of the industry. 

Hollywood has many producers, 
among the major plants today, who | 
thrive and succeed on nothing but 
acquaintanceship and contact. 

Most vital, of course, is the high- 
bracket name or names who head 
a picture cast. Then come the di- 
rectors and top writers. In the 
studios there is always one, two or 
more individuals in the producer 
group who are ‘political’ enough to 


have a star, director or writer under | 


obligations to them. Too, they may 
have an agent who is also in the 


same spot. 
Agent Tieup 
The agent tieup is an 
one. For a great nt 
top-spot producers place themselves 
under the guidance of 10% ers. 
probably need them, while 


important 
imber of the 


others 





| original by William Rankin Wanger 
Studios, Inc., for the past five years | meanwhile is — the eed 
has been named vip of Seideee | | of his here t completed picture, _Sun-| 
Productions, Inc., succeeding to the down.” slated for release by United | 
spot to be vacated by Reeves Espy. | Artists. 
oy will _ both jobs temporarily, a 
a new head is name 

Espy moves out next val under | GOLDWYN’S TAKE 
a friendly agreement with Goldwyn | 
to become producer of A pictures | Over $100,000 Rental From ‘Foxes’ 


under supervisior | 
1 of Sol Lesser at 
RKO | 


Marvin Ezzell, head of Goldwyn | 








at Music Hall 


: : . , +14 
| Rental obtained by Sam ie] Gold- 


Maria Korda Sets Up =— from the Music Hall % - 


| first week of ‘The Litt 





7 
As Rival to Ex-Hubby| tere. ws $24.000, not record 
— near it. Second week, winding z p 
} Tednesday whic in- 
: Hollywood, Sept. 2 tonight (Wedr lay), ™ -— 
Maria Korda. first wife of Alex-| cludes the upped admish prices of 
ander Korda, United Artis sts producer, |the Labor Day holiday, will prob- 
ig going into the film production |... produce around $38,000 in film | | 
business on her own, with a company |°”” Pee ' ori 
to be known as M. Maxine Korda |Tental. That means that a total o 
Productions, well in excess of $100,000 will be | 
Recent court contract, which | turned over by the M. H. to RKO, | 


Goldwyn’s distribs, for a minimum 
run of four weeks. Holdover beyond 
that also appears possible on basis of | 
current strong biz. 
RKO’s deal with the Hall for 
‘Foxes’ is similar to that of other 
distribs on most pictures that play 
the house. It calls for 25% rental | 
on gross up to $80,000, 30% to $90,- 
Hollywood, Sept. 2. 000 and 50% on everything over that. | 
Harpo Marx returns to the Coast | Subtracted from the rental is a few | 
next Sunday (7) after spending the | thousand dollars’ advertising allow- | 
Summer in the east playing several | ance by the producer. 
strawhat engagements. Pic did $114,000 for the opening 
Silo appearances included playing ; week and is expected to clear better 
himself in ‘The Man Who Came to! than $120,000 for the second. Rec- 


cleared up the old marital disagree- | 
ment, gave Maria Korda an income 
of $1,250 a month under life insur- | 
ance annuities; $15,000 te clear title 


to jewels, and legal expenses of | 
$4,500. 





Harpo Back West 


Dinner,’ with George S. Kaufman! ord was set by ‘Top Hat’ in 1935 with 
and Moss Hart, and ‘The Yellow $131,006. Opening week of that en-| 
Jacket,’ with Alexander Woollcott gagement took in Labor Day. 


; ever, all 








| vantages in the agent 


|Then again 
|agent will cajole his producer client 


| slugged name talent, 


} and 
lare perfectly 


| time 


might not, to tra 
and biz 


nsact 
with their employers. 
seem to real 
ia friendly or intimate agency connec- 
ition and paying it commission means 


How- 


that the agent will go out of his way | 


to see that the producer progresses 
and gets the right material 
talent for his production. 


Though this system has its ad- 


ai? 


star talent in all branches of the 

industry, favoring his producer client 

lelivering freelanee topnotch per- 

well as influencing top 

bre people wl are under con- 

( the lot where the producer 

s employed to 1 his particular | 

current a nment, it also has its 
raw! k; 

Thes¢ sadvantages sometimes | 

k back on the producer, for he 

may be persuaded from time to time 

by his agent to not only cast per- 


sons whom latter is anxious to get in 
his picture, but others whom 
agent has under his wing and feels 
should be included in the package. 
one will find that the 


into taking not only his personally 
but a director, 
whom he may not feel 
qualified to work on 
He does this because the 


writers 


his script. 
agent tells him 


subtly hinting that 
shy away from the bundle the pro- 
ducer might find it all unwrapped 
and given to someone else, either on 
his own lot or elsewhere. That has} 
happened very frequently at 


studios in the past five years. 
This method of operation has 
(Continued on page 12) 


Some | 
negotiations | 


ize that having | 


and | 


who handles | 


the | 


it is the perfect way | 
to wrap up his package, at the same | 
should he 


major 





Reported RKO Executive Changes 
(If Any) Won't Happen Before Dec. 15 





Joins RKO as Breen Aide 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Arthur Landau, after 26 years in 
the agency biz, has joined RKO as 
an aide to Joe Breen. Landau was 
one of the outstanding agents, a 
specialist in handling writers and 
stories. He was a partner in Small- 
Landau Co., and later had his own 





Arthur Landau, Ex-Agent, | 





biz. He was agent for both Marie 
Dressler and Jean Harlow until their 
deaths. 

Likely that Landau will devote | 
time to writers and story material 
suggestions for Breen. 


SELZNICK, S. F. 
HOUSE ON UA 
AGENDA 


Hollywood, Sept. 2 
Discussion of the impending David 


\ 














/ represented. 





Reported exec changes at RKO— if 
they are coming—won’t occur be- 
fore about Dec. 15, it has been 
learned. Board meeting slated orig- 
inally for June 15, and postponed, 
will be held around that time. Re- 
port will also be presented at the 
meeting on completion of almost 
two years operation by RKO since 
it came out of reorganization pro- 
ceedings. That occurred in mid- 
January, 1940. 

Scheduled to have their steward- 
ship reviewed, in addition to prez 
George J. Schaefer, are Malcolm 


| Kingsberg, exec v.p. of Keith-Albee 


Orpheum, and Leon Goldberg, sec- 
retary of the same subsid, which 
controls RKO theatre operations. 
Kingsberg and Goldberg originally 
came into the far-flung Radio-Keith- 
Orpheum subsid structure via the 
Mike Meehan interests, which they 
With Meehan having 
been bought out, the two execs are 
on their own and subject purely to 
the board’s appraisal of their work, 

Svhaefer’s departure from RKO 
after the board conclave continues to 
be freely rumored in the industry, 
although there has never been one 
whit of intimation by a member of 
the board or anyone else who actu- 
ally could be counted in the know 
bearing out the rumors. In fact, 
anything that has been indicated has 
been to the contrary and it is un- 


| O. Selznick deal and approval of the | derstood Schaefer is being offered a 


| pact for acquisition of the United | 
| Artists theatre, San Francisco, were 
top subjects on the agenda at the | 
| meeting of United Artist owners here 
| today (Tuesday). Question of se-| 
lecting a president for the company | 
was also up for discussion, it is| 
understood. 

In town for huddles with owners 
Mary Pickford, Charles Chaplin and | 
Alexander Korda before, during and | 
after the executive session, were} 
Arthur W. Kelly, operating head, | 
|and Edward C. Raftery, counsel and | 
secretary of U. A. Kelly came in at 
the end of last week and is expected | 
to leave tomorrow (Wednesday) | 
night. Raftery arrived yesterday | 
| (Monday) from Nashville, where he | 

had been representing UA in the} 
Crescent (Tony Sudekum) trial. 

UA owners were expected to give | 
their approval to deal by which com- | 
pany becomes partner in the Prices | 
ihouse, Details following a hitch ty 
| original negotiations, were worked 
' out in a flying visit to S. F. by Harry 
Buckley, UA v.p., who will be in 
| charge of company’s impending cir- 
| cuit. 
Theatre opening, slated for last 
| 
| 





Thursday (28), according to news- 
| paper ads and billboards, was post- 
|}poned when negotiations hit the 
snag. Plans now are to unveil it next 
week with the pictures originally 
scheduled, ‘Major Barbara,’ (Pascal- | 
| UA) and ‘Tanks a Million’ (Roach- 
UA). 

Herman Cohen, who had operated | 
|the house independently since ac- 
| quiring Joe Schenck’s interest five | 
years ago, will receive around 
$150,000 for it. UA will own a 50% 
share of it, with the other 50% being | 
ivided between D. J. McNerney, | 
UA’s S. F. exchange head, and Joe 
Blumenfeld, 
in nu 

Buckley flew to the Coast from 
New York early last week and re- 
turned east over the weekend. He 
was in Los Angeles on Friday (29) 
to bring down final papers and out- 
line operations to the owners. 


PRESSBURGER GUNS 15 
FILM UNDER UA DEA 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

‘Shanghai Gesture’ went into work 
at the Hal Roach studio as Arnold | 
Pressburger’s first job under his re- 
| leas ing deal with United Artists. | 
| Josef Von Sternberg directs, with 
Gene Tierney, Victor Mature and | 
Ona Munson in the top spots. 

Pressburger’s deal calls for a maxi- 
mum of four pictures a year for 
three years. Johnny Miles was signed 
}as publicity director. 





| 








{ 
| 
' 
| 
| 


| Ships,’ 


Boris Morros 


| wearers 


who are also partners | fo 
merous other operations. } it 


| Para 


new five-year termer, although with 
six-month options. 


HARRY JOE BROWN OUT 
AT 20TH; 5 PIX HANGING 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

With 20th-Fox since 1938 as asso- 
ciate producer, Harry Joe Brown 
checked off the lot following com- 
| pletion of ‘Wild Geese Calling.’ 

Five productions, originally as- 
signed to Brown, are being re- 
assigned to other producers. They 
are ‘Sioux City,’ ‘One Night in 
Bucharest,’ ‘Down to the Sea in 
‘Lucky Baldwin’ and ‘De- 
layed Action.’ 


Par Inks Robinson, Boyer, 
And McCrea for ‘Tales’ 


Sept. 2. 
Edward G. Robin- 
McCrea were tied by 
as the first three of 15 
principals for seven episodes in ‘Tales 
of Manhattan,’ to be produced this 
autumn by Paramount. 

Story deals with the adventures of 
of an evening suit worn by 
various characters in the picture. 











Hollywood, 
Boyer, 
Joel 


Charles 


son and 


|'Par Wants Blumenthal’s 


London Suit Settled Ist 


Paramount Pictures applied to N. Y 
upreme court yesterday (Tuesday) 
f e! to hold pa p eC 
n Benjamin Blume 
$965,000 suit against it ti 
me as Blumenthal’s similar action 
in London is determined. The pro- 


moter claims Par backed down on 
a deal whereby he secured a pur- 
|} chaser for Paramount’s’ British 
| theatre holdings. 

Blumenthal says he was hired in 
wae 1938, by Paramount with 
, the understandi ng the money was 
‘to be at least £2,300,000. The pur- 
chaser Blumenthal says he secured 
was willing to pay £2, 500,000 but 
amount allegedly backed ou 





‘Jed Harris’ RKO Pro Tem 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Jed Harris, after flirting with va- 





'rious picture offers for the last six 


signed a four-week 
with RKO. 
Will work with Sol Lesser. 


years, has 
temporary deal 
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Too Soon to Gauge 1941-42 Shorts On 
Quality; Still Selling on Old Reps 


| 

While major distributors have an-| PAR EXPANDING ITS 
nounced plans for’ strengthening INDUSTRIAL PIX UNIT 
| 


their 1941-42 lineup of shorts, and 
! 





several have bolstered their sales 
1 : itati ali ents in vary- ae Sd , ea? 
9 ae "y hag arg to tell} _Paramount’s industrial film divi-| 
ar mate one and two-reeMprod- sion, started as an auxiliary of the 
uct is shaping up stronger than in New York shorts age nc 
the past season. Additionally, it is; WO years ago, Is ing pé 


: ‘ and given increased status as the 
much too early to ascertain whether | ectt of its coin it has piled up for 
| ’ Ee 
: : : |the company. It’s under the direc 
’ ar g to continue 
their merits, or are going t sen of Geeras T. Shupert. 


as the stepchild of the industry along 
with newsreels. Latest step has been to add Eu- 
Despite the fact that numerous | gene Moore, radio and film scripter, 
distributors are obviously pushing | to its writing staff. Films—which 
the short features more than they Paramount plays no part in dis- 
have in recent years, there is little to | tributing—will continue fo be di- 
indicate thus far that they won't con- | rected by Leslie Roush, who does 
tinue to serve as bait to swing fea-| many of Par's regular shorts. Justin 
ture-product deals. The Consent; Herman, scrivener in the shorts de- 
Decree forbids five majors to force | partment, also does much of the 
shorts but there is nothing in its; writing. Commercials are shot at | 
wording which prevents the shorts Eastern Service Studios, Astoria, | 
lineup figuring in actual clinching of; L. I. when not made on location. 
certain oo” sage Pee ward Par offers complete snes Som 
company with the best all-round) conception to delivery on the adver- 
shorts lineup stacks up as most likely | tising pix, specializing in the pub- 
to swing more feature deals, other) }ic relations type rather than the 
factors considered, even if the frequently-used sales training films. 
neglected short feature figures as in| Among outfits for whom it has made 
previous seasons. ‘films are Metropolitan Life, West- 
Just now the situation looks as if| inghouse, National Association of 
~ oa is on “ ~aghag = Manufacturers, ovina? Vision Insti- 
be e business, togener Ww ‘tute, Ford Motor Co., American 
exploitation staffs and publicity-ad-| pon & Steel Institute, Hat Style 
men, when the real answer is on the’) Council, and New York State Bu- 











producing end. Only with a few! reau of Milk Publicity. 
comp2nies will the salesmen have 
something outstanding to sell al- 


| 
though they are the boys who are, 
looked on for improved business. But | 
there apparently are a number of ome Hollywod, Sept, 2. 
hibitors who might be inveigled into] yetro hooked up Fred (Tex) 
buying obvious money-making short) Avery, creator of the cartoon char- | 
features, especially if they are faced| acter, ‘Bunny Bugs,’ to a five-year | 
with high terms on program Ppic-| pact as director of a new cartoon 
tures. It looks as though there is an| ynit to be produced in Technicolor. 
opportunity for name shorts to tap | Avery has been connected with | 
recently neglected coin sources, but|the studio for six years, chiefly as | 
it will take a big improvement in| supervisor of the Merrie Melody | 
production. | | 
Newsreelers Expanding | ! 


Inker Inks 





series. 





Studio Contracts 





Hollywood, Sept. 2. 


William Lundigan drew player 
ticket at Metro. 

John Carroll handed new 
contract by Metro. 

Cecil Kellaway inked player deal 
with Paramount. 

Sara Allgood signed player ticket 
at 20th-Fox. 

Ray Middleton's actor option lifted 
by Republic. 

Arthur Kennedy’s acting contract 
renewéd at Warners. 

Walter Brooke, little theatre play- 
er, placed under term contract at 
Warners. 


20TH-FOX SETS 3 MICH. 
DEALS FOR FIRST 5 


Detroit, Sept. 2. 

Deal for its first block-of-five films 
has been signed here by 20th-Fox 
with Butterfield Circuit, Schulte’s 
Circuit and Co-Operative Theatres 
of Michigan, manager Lester Sturm 
announced. While first-run release 
in Detroit will continue to be shared 
by the Fox and Adams under a fran- 
chise which has several years to run, 
the deal covers about 240 Michigan 
theatres. 

Twentieth also has reduced the 
number of screenings from both a 
morning and afternoon showing of 
a feature to just a single on its fu- 
ture blocks. 


Cabot as ‘Hickok’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Bruce Cabot signed a two-picture | 
deal with Warners, first of which 
will be ‘Wild Bill Hickok Rides,’ co- 


acting 








ad 








| starring with Constance Bennett. 


Shooting on ‘Hickok’ starts to- 
morrow (Wednesday), with Ray En- 
right directing and Warren William 
in one of the important roles. 





Another factor, which promises to} 
become additionally prominent this 
season, is the growth of so-called 
newsreel theatres with their demand 
for pungent shorts. Bookers for 
these houses admit there is an amaz- 
ing lack of information regarding 
shorts, and their quality. This is 
evidenced by some of the slipshod 
short reels which appear in these 


Pacific Coast Indies (250 Theatres) 
Starting Anti-ASCAP Swit in L. A. 








houses. Many are content with a 


travelog or a March of Time, with 
little variation from this accepted 
pattern. 

Several majors, either operating 
under or outside the Decree, have 
figured out ideas for putting over 
what they consider is stronger prod- 
uct in the new season. Paramount 
is giving the ‘Quiz Kids’ initial pic- 


Los Angeles, Sept. 2. 1940, following with a complaint in| 

Charging that ASCAP is an ‘illegal 
combination conspiring and operat- | in February, 1941 which wound up 
ing in restraint of trade’ more than | with the signaturing of the consent 
150 exhibitors, representing over 250 | arrangement on March 4, 1941. 
theatres in California, Arizona,| State statutes prohibiting ASCAP 
Idaho, Oregon, Washington and | collections in Florida and Nebraska 
Alaska, will file suit on Thursday (4) 


| have been upheld in the U. S. Su-} 
under the Sherman anti-trust laws | preme Court, with the latest statute 


| 
| 


| the U. S. District Court in New York | Par (British) and G-B 


;sea arrived in New York last week 


Lefty Urges Rationing Good Films * 
For U.S. Exhibs, Bad Ones to Enemy 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





Coolacres, Cal., Sept. 2, 
Dear Joe: 

In my last letter I told you about the women here that started a Barn 
Theatre and put on Uncle Tom’s Cabin for an opener. Well, I got the 
biggest laugh this week when they were supposed to put on ‘Rain’ and 
they had to call it off because the amateur actors couldn’t study one show 
while doing another. The last night of Uncle Tom, the gal that was doing 
‘Topsy,’ got it mixed up with Sadie Thompson and said, ‘I never was born; 
I just grew up you psalm-singing S.B....’ You can imagine what the 
audience did. 

And the banker who played Marks the lawyer got it all bawled up with 
the Reverend Davidson and said, ‘I’m Marks the lawyer, have a card as 
you must go back to San Francisco.’ So now the show is off for a week sg 
they can get the old words outta their systems so they don’t interfere with 
the new ones. It won't hurt my business none them closing up as they 
drew plenty of people and relatives. You know, people like to go to amae 
teur shows to see their friends act so they can have something on ’em the 
rest of their lives. 

No doubt you've read about the gas rationing by the Government. [| 
think it will help picture houses like mine on account of that folks instead 
of riding around will stay in town and may drop in a pic house to kill 
time. Aggie sez, the theatres on the bottom of a hill will make money, 
because people could coast down and in that way save gas. I said how 
about going back up the hill? And the only answer she gave me was, ‘the 
war will be over by then.’ Which I thought was a screwy answer. I wag 
thinking that maybe if the Pix producers would start rationing us exhibs 
one good picture a week and sending the bad product to the enemy we 
could get ’em disgusted and maybe stop the war. 

F. F. Actors 

Say, Joe, I’ve been giving a lof of thought to this thing of actors playin 
camps F.F. (for free). It is doing a lot of actors that can use the <a 
outta a lot of employment. The first thing the Government did was to 
take off the Theatrical Project of the WPA and the first thing they are 
asking for now is entertainment from these same people. You don’t see 
any carpenters going to camp and putting up a building for free, or elec- 
tricians wiring the place, or shoe manufacturers giving shoes away, or 
cigaret people giving smokes away—the only guy does anything for free 
is the actor. The Government is spending billions of dollars and a lot of 
dough on gyms, baseball fields, etc., but not a dime on entertainment. If 
they would throw a coupla million for entertainment the actor could fur- 
nish laughs and build up the morale of the boys. Now some colonel or 
some society dame gets a lot of actors together, promises them that a big 
car will bring them to and from the camp, they give ’em a dinner at the 
officers’ mess and then the actors get up and entertain. And who is in the 
audience? A lot of officers and their wives, nurses, etc., and very few 
rookies mostly in the back. The actor is always ready to go on because 
he wants to hear a few laughs for a change from his landlord's voice, 
but the landlord don’t take laughs for even a no-windowed room. 

I’m as patriotic as the next guy is and even the two guys after kim, 
but I am for the performer and if actors won’t work for nothin’ then they 
will put a lot of vaudeville and legit actors to work and it wouldn't cost 
the Government hardly anything against what they spend for other things 
that don’t mean as much to the morale of the boys as entertainment does. 
Everybody is makin’ dough outta the defense program except actors and 
soldiers, 

I would write more about this to you but I gotta get going as I promised 
to appear at a big show at the camp they're giving tonight. Best to the 
gang, sez 

Your pal, 
Lefty. 

P. S—Bert Swor sez, ‘A good scare is worth more to a man than good 
advice.’ 





$1-A-DAY TAX ON FREE 
PIX KAYOED IN INDIANA 


Wabash, Ind., Sept. 2. 
Temporary injunction and re- 
straining order has been granted in 


Shot FDR-Churchill Pix 


Best newsreel pictures of the his- 
toric Churchill-Roosevelt meeting at 











of Information of Great Britain. 


— : ~aionigr ee ne a nee. in U. S. District Court demanding | enjoining ASCAP in the State of| from London, the work of Ministry 
Warner Bros. is tradeshowing its first | $390,000 triple damages and an in- | Washington currently being ap- 
batch of new shorts. Universal, junction to prevent ASCAP from | pealed 





which several months ago reported 
realigning its shorts production to fit 
exhibitor wants as it previously did 
on features, has announced a ‘Book- 
er’s goodwill short subjects contest’ 
running through to Oct. 11. 
RKO and Metro 
RKO has strengthened its exploita- 
tion of shorts while Metro, which 
always has gone heavy on its bally! 
for the shorter features, has several 
ambitious plans ready for launching. 
Latter company is readying a na- 
tional defense two-reeler, as yet un- 


making any further seat-tax royalty 
collections. Action is to be filed by 


lant to Attorney Generai Homer 
Cummings, attached to the anti-trust 
law violation division of the Dept. of 
Justice in Washington, now general 
counsel for the Pacific Coast Confer- 
ence of Independent Theatre Own- 
ers. 

Suit, which is being launched 
under the auspices of the PCCITO, 
is believed to be the only one of the 
titled, which is said to be the slick-| kind ever filed against ASCAP by 

est documentary type of film made| theatre operators individually, and 

on this subject. Metro in recent] Will affect exhibitors in every part 
months has gone for the idea of mak-| Of the United States. There are over 
ing shorts from documentaries when | 150 separate causes of action, in each 
lively stories could be = 

They also have listened to patron re- | 4T deprived of the privilege of bar- 

quests for certain stories to be| 84iming for individual compositions 

screened. They did Frank Stock-| OF those they have any use for. Com- 
ton’s ‘Lady or the Tiger’ and also | Plaint contends that no exhibitor 

‘Happiest Man on Earth,’ latter a/ USe€S more than 2,500 compositions a 

short story prize winner. Coming| Year though obliged to pay for a 

up as one of the initial 1941-42 of-| license for 25,000. 

ferings, Metro has ‘The Tell-Tale Dates Back to 1930 

Heart,’ Edgar Allen Poe story. Return of sums paid ASCAP for 

Universal is showing its conviction Seat royalties since 1930, when 
that the public is interested in name|S0und was in more or less general 
bands, if projected on the screen in| Use, will be asked for in the com- 
entertaining fashion, by arranging a| Plaint, as well as an injunction en- 
series of name-band shorts. Ted)| joining ASCAP from further collec. 
Lewis already has completed one, | tions. Exhibitors -have submitted 
while Russ Morgan, Skinnay Ennis) figures showing a total of approxi- 
and Jan Garber are on the future mately $100,000 paid out in the past 
lineup. Several of these are being 10 or 11 years, asking for three times 
pre-released so that they may apply| that amount under the triple dam- 
to the last three releases on the 1940-| age section of the anti-trust laws. 
41 contract. Major objective of the suit is to 

However, it all simmers down to | question the legality of the ASCAP 
whether or not the producing end is setup. Various Government actions 
able to bolster shorts quality because’! have previously been filed against 
the distributing-exploitation ma-}| ASCAP, one Federal case harking 
chinery is ready and waiting. | back to 1934. The Government filed 

Resume of Best Shorts of the|a criminal information against 
Month on Page 17. | ASCAP in Wisconsin in November, 





a alibi a Fildmrmeenss td 





obtained. | Of which it is alleged that exhibitors | 


Large Theatres, et Al. 
The action, mentions Largo Thea- 


| Albert J. Law, former special assist- |tres, Inc., et al as plaintiffs, and 
| ASCAP, its directors and officers as 


defendants. It sets forth that ex- 
hibitors pay for the right to show a 
picture which would be rendered 
valueless without music and that 
|without such ‘right to exhibit or 
|perform would be restricted from a 
free flow of interstate commerce.’ 
The complaint will state ‘that a 
|substantial portion of the motion 
| picture films have been synchronized 
with music in such manner that the 
\films could not be 
|utilized without performing the 
|music synchronized therewith; that 
such musical compositions have been 
\recorded on the film and have be- 
come an integral part of the 





|music synchronized with the films 
|has been copyrighted music, the 
| Public performance for profit rights 
for which have been controlled by 


therefore has had the power to fix 
the price of, control and otherwise 
unreasonably restrain the usage of a 
substantial portion of the motion 
picture films passing in interstate 
commerce.’ 


Gene Tierney Re-Inked 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Gene Tierney, signed 18 months 
lago by 20th-Fox, was handed a new 
|contract running to Jan. 1, 1944. 
Currently Miss Tierney is on loan- 
; out to Walter Wanger in ‘Sundown’ 
|and is slated to shift temporarily to 
| the Hal Roach studio for a top spot 
|in ‘Shanghai Gesture.’ Her first 
| starring role was in ‘Belie Starr’ on 








| the home lot. 


exhibited or | 


film | 
itself; that a great majority of the | 


the defendant, ASCAP; that ASCAP | 


Under the M. of I., Paramount's 
British office and Gaumont-British 
in London were allowed crews 
aboard Churchill’s boat. This en- 


erage, with the advance understand- 
ing that footage made by both would 


audiences’ interest demanded earli- 
est possible showing, Paramount ar- 
ranged for special plane service to 
get the footage in early last week. 
| Instead, the Gaumont reel, also ap- 
proved by the British M. of I., ac- 





|into N. Y., although 
by Clipper § ship. 


coming 
Gaumont 


across 
clips 


| were handled by News of Day in 
|N. Y., going to all five American 
|newsreels at the same time. It 
{would have made no _ difference 
|which reached this country first, 
since Par’s also was pledged to 


be distributed simultaneously to all 
reels. 


‘Day’ Begins 
Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

20th-Fox started work today 
(Tues.) on ‘Remember the Day’ on 
location at Lake Arrowhead with 
Claudette Colbert starring and John 
Payne in the top male role. 

Shooting began with Henry King 
directing. 





Leathernecks to Leis 
Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Walter De Leon and Sid Silvers, 
who have finished scripting ‘The 
Fleet’s In’ at Paramount, have been 
i assigned to screen play on ‘Huila 
| Honeymoon,’ elaborate musical to be 
‘produced this fall. 





abled both crews to get full cov- | 


be released simultaneously to all | 
five U. S. newsreels. 
Realizing that American theatre 


tually beat the special service plane | 


Wabash County court here in the 
suit of Leroy Dennis and others 
against James Givens, Indiana state 
treasurer and others, preventing 
collection of the $l-a-day tax on 
| ‘free movies’ sponsored by business- 
mens’ groups and civic associations, 
which the Indiana attorney general 
| has declared to come under the 
classification of ‘wagon shows.’ 

The court ordered notice given to 
| the defendants that hearing on peti- 
| tion to make the injunction perma- 
|nent would be held here on Sept. 
55. 

Contention of plaintiffs is that the 
‘wagon show’ tax was passed orig- 
inally to apply to ‘medicine shows’ 
which entered the state. The films, 
it was contended, are operated by 
residents of the state. 


| 
' 


| 





Annabel'ia Examined 
Pre-Trial Yesterday 


Annabella (Mrs, Tyrone) Power 
was examned before trial yesterday 
(Tuesday) in N. Y. supreme court in 
connection with a $47,000 suit against 
her by Thomas Hayes Hunter, as- 
signee of Film Rights, Ltd., British 
company. Hunter claims commis- 
sions allegedly due on securing the 
actress a contract with World Films 
;Corp., 20th-Century Fox subsidiary 
|in England, and also her subsequent 
20th-Fox contract. 

Examination was ordered over the 
protests of the actress who was en- 
gaged in a strawhat in Connecticut 
with her husband. The _ actress 
claimed she had to return to the 
|Coast immediately and asked for a 
| postponement, but Justice J. Sidney 
| Bernstein in N. Y. supreme court 
overruled this contention on Friday 
(29). 
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159, Tax Idea Stuns Show Biz 


7, 





Tax committee of the Senate, which is doping out the $4,000,000,000 
new taxation bill, delivered a haymaker to the solar plexus of the film 
business when it voted to put a 15% tax on amusement admissions at 
the tagend of last week, according to opinion in the trade. 
ured as a $217,000,000 tilt in theatre ticket taxation, and one that is 
figured to add another $25,000,000 nick on the distributors since it is 
estimated that would be carrying the freight on a percentage of all 


boxoffice dollars collected. 


This tax committee intends reporting this 15% tax on the floor of the 
Senate today (Wednesday) where it has to be voted by senators be- 
fore it can go to a conference committee of the House and Senate. 
Chief hope of the industry is that House representatives on this com- 
mittee will stand by their guns and insist that the House's original 
10% levy be restored. At least the film business feels it will receive 
more just representation from the House leaders. 

Thing about the surprise 15% tilt that nettles industry leaders is 
that it was taken up unannounced in a committee executive session, 
with the film business given no chance to be heard or even state its 
Some are inclined to feel that because film busi- 
ness representatives forestalled asking too much leeway on the orig- 
inal 10% proposal as a patriotic duty, the Congress has taken the idea 
that the picture industry is a pushover for heaping on added taxes. 


side of the question. 


It is fig- 








Tax Load on All Amusement Patrons 


Will Be Jumped Over 1007 by New Tap 


Washington, Sept. 2. 

Tax load on the patrons of motion 
pictures, legit, dancehalls and other 
commercial entertainment will be 
jumped over 100% if Congress fol- 
lows the recommendations of Senate 
Finance Committee which has rapped 
show business hard in frantic moves 
to increase Federal revenues by 
around $4,000,000,000. The emerg- 
ency tax bill comes up in the Senate 
tomorrow (Wednesday) carrying a 


greatly intensified levy on admis- 
S1ons. 

Without advance warning, the 
solons Wednesday (27) decided to 


wipe out all exemptions, except for 
kids and men in uniform, and to 
hike the long-established 10% rate. 
Breath-taking addition in the tax 
burden on amusements was necessi- 
tated by elimination of several items 
approved by the House along with 
the House’s refusal to require mar- 
ried couples to make joint income 
returns. 

Chances of killing the recom- 
mended rate jump to 15% are not 
encouraging, despite the failure of 
the Finance Committee to take tes- 
timony concerning the possible ef- 
fect of such a heavy additional bite 
on turnstile volume. The Senate is 
disposed to trail along with the 
committee, and the time to organ- 
ize a fight is so inauspicious that the 
best hope is to put heat on members 
of the House with the idea of get- 
ting conferees from the lower cham- 
ber to balk when secret huddles 
take place in efforts to reconcile dif- 
ferences between the two versions 
of the bill. House Ways and Means 
crowd, however, may be hard to 
Sway, because they are in a spot of 
having to agree to a hodge-podge of 
additional levies which will fill the 


hole resulting from death of the 
$300,000,000 mandatory joint return 
clause. vidio 
Outsmarted Show Biz 

By taking final action Friday (29) 
with the bulk of the Senate ‘out of 
town over the Labor Day weekend, 
and the House almost entirely ab- 
sent until the middle of the month, 


the Senate Financers outsmarted the 
show business. 
fused to reopen hearings to take up 
the last-minute ideas for swelling the 
take from the bill, heading off any 
industry move to make a record with 
protests that the patrons will resent 
the additional 5% tap to the extent 
that ticket sales will decline and 
the Treasury's slice may fall far 
short of experts’ guesses. The ex- 
perts themselves had a hard job ar- 
riving at any likely figure. 

Furfher study of the effect of the 





Matty Fox in N.Y. Again 


Matty Fox, after 10 days on the 
Coast, returned to New York over| 
the weekend to resume control of| 
Universal’s homeoffice affairs. He | 
was west to attend celebration of | 
Nate Blumberg’s wedding anni a| 
week ago Sunday. 

No date has been set yet for the} 
annual switch in which Fox goes to} 
the Coast for the winter, while} 
Blumberg returns east to take charge 
at the h.o. Shift is expected shortly, 
with Blumberg returning to the 
studio at the end of December. 


MINIMUM 40-55c 
SCALE FOR ‘SGT. YORK’ 


Having completed a series of try- 
out engagements at various box of- 
fice scales for ‘Sergeant York,’ it was 
announced yesterday by Grad Sears, 
in charge of Warner distribution, 
that the film would start in distribu- 














They adamantly re- | 


tion generally with minimum prices 
of 55c, eves., and 40c, mats. Contract 
terms with theatres, Sears said, 
would be 50-50, without guarantee, 
and Warners will share in advertis- 
ing above the usual house budgets. 
Sears said he discussed sales prob- 





}lems on his trip to the Coast and 
|found nothing in the new situation | 
created by the consent decree to| 


change his earlier announced policy 
of selling Warner product individu- | 
ally this season, and not in groups | 
|of five or fewer pictures. He was | 
convinced that the new sales require- | 
ments made it more advantageous | 
| for producers to expand the numbe1 
- 7 


larger budget pictures. The num- 
ot relea b} W irnel tnis ye il 
e | ¢ r ely 1 the 
ire t ) s Y ») pro 
ice r I pos- 


Don’t Libel the Petrol | 
Cowboys, Hackmen Beef | 


Minneapolis, Sept. 2. | 
Local union of taxicab drivers has 


| written filrn producing companies in 
} 


| Hollywood 


| dividua 


| 


contemplated higher levy led Sen- | 


ate experts Friday 
their estimates of yield. 

Senate Committee action 
was expected to bring in another 
$72,500,000—making the aggregate 
boost over current yield $132,500,000 
—second thought was the take would 
be swelled only $37,800,000. Treas- 
ury estimates of the over-all in- 
crease in admissions tax yield under 


(29) to revise 
While the 
initially 


(Continued on page 12) 


'and hurting their business, 


requesting them hence- 
forth not to portray cab drivers as 
‘rough, uncouth, unscrupulous in- 
Is who drive without regard 
for life and limb of their passen- 
gers.’ Pictures have been putting 
them in a bad light with the public | 
the taxi- 
cab writers claim. 

Most of the local drivers are men 
with families, interested in doing a 
good job for themselves and their 
companies and are regarded as solid, | 
it’s pointed out. 


substantial citizens 


iSan Francisco 


| court 
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APPLIES TO ALL 
O MAJOR DloT RIB: 


Consent -Decree Companies 
Find That They're in No 
Panic to Sign Up for 1941- 
42 Product — Ditto the 


Other 3 Non-Decree Firms 





WAIT TO PILE UP PIX 


Although selling of 1941-42 prod- 
uct officially got under way this 
week under terms of the Consent 
Decree, and a number of circuit af- 
filiate deals are set, the vast bulk 
of selling on the initial group of de- 
cree productions remains to be ac- 
complished. Pretty much the same 
Situation prevails with the three 
major non-decree distributors and 
some of the indie distributors which 
began their new selling season a 
couple of months ago, several pri- 
vately admitting their keen disap- 
pointment over 1941-42 deals to date. 
While business is good with most of 
these distribs, it is not measuring up 
to earlier expectations. 

Actually the selling season is re- 
ported as being far behind last year 


which also was regarded as unusu- 
ally laggard. While _ distributors 
have had their salesmen around 


the exhibitors 
The 
far 


custmers, 


just now. 


calling on 
are not buying 
resistance 
fall, is 
Mainly it can be attributed to the 
Consent Decree alignment and the 
fact that many exhibs are not will- 
ing to be rushed into new pacts even 
for the first groups of pictures. 
Some deals have been made with 
outstanding circuits, both  inde- 
pendent and producer-owned, be- 
cause of intensified activity on the 
selling front during August. But 
the total number of accounts set for 
initial groups of films is extremely 
small. 
Have Enough For A While 
Aside from the fact that 
hibitors are feeling their way slow- 
ly on buying under the decree, the 
I reason for failure to go for 
picture groups is that many 
particularly 
product to 
12) 


sales 


accordingly, so this 


ex- 


Yasic 
initial 
theatres, 
runs, have 


(Continued on 


enough 
page 


20th Confabs C. D. Sales 


Hollywood, Sept. 2 

Herman Wobber planed here from 
today to begin con- 
ferences at 20th-Fox with Joe 
Schenck, Darryl Zanuck and other 
production executives. 

Wobber report on the 
pany’s first month’s operation 


com- 
under 


will 


the consent decree, 


reported double that of 1940. | 


subsequent | 
run |} 


LLING SLOW| 





+ 
ww 


ibs Squawking (But Not Too 


Loud) at Fast Clearances Given 


s by Distribs 





Again Postpone Trial 


Trial of William Bioff and George 
E. Browne, respectively Hollywood 
representative and president of Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Empioyees, Inc., by the Government, 
on charges of extorting $550,000 from 
four major film companies, was post- 
poned to Sept. 15 yesterday (Tues- 
day) in N. Y. federal court. Mathias 
F. Correa, U. S. prosecutor, told 
Judge John Bright that even on that 

date he was not certain of the trial 
‘ because of lack of a judge. 

Bioff and Browne are accused of 
having extorted the money from 
Warner Bros., Paramount, Loew’s 
and 20th Century-Fox, under threats 
of calling a strike in the union. 


‘MINNESOTA (PAR) -U 
- STALLED ON PROD. DEAL 








Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 
Because they can’t agree on terms 
and conditions, Minnesota Amus. Co. 
(Paramount circuit) and Universal 
have been unable to make a 
deal. 
ing much stiffer terms than ever be- 


fore, negotiations conducted by E.T. | 


Gomersall and Manie Gottleib, west- 


ern sales and district manager, re- 
spectively, for Universal, and John 


| J. Friedl, Minnesota Amus, president, 


|got the parties nowhere and ended | 


in a stalemate. They were reported 
iso far apart that further dickering 
| was regarded as useless. 

| One of the principal reasons why 
Ino agreement could be reached was 
|because the Minnesota Amus. in 
some cases has not played its Uni- 
versal first-runs in the Twin Cities 
{for more than 100 days after their 


| national release dates. 


McBride’s U Deal 

| Spokane, Sept. 2. 

| H. C. McBride, manager of the 
| Granada, has signed a three-year 
}contract with Universal for entire 
|output. He opens with new policy 
| 

| 

| 

} 

| 


lof a first run, single feature on 
Sept. 19. 

McBride is a former 
|exploitation man for the western 
of Universal, and opened 
them prior to its pur- 
Evergreen The 
new ‘y makes it the only in- 
dependent first run house, and the 


j;only single feature 


publicity and 
| division 
| the 
!chase by 


State for 
interest 


1 
poil 


house here. 


Philly UMPTO Suing 20th, Par, 
RKO for Failure to Deliver Pix 


Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 

The United Motion Picture Thea- 
tre Owners of Eastern Pennsylvania, 
Southern New Jersey and Delaware, 
will file suit soon in U. S. district 
against 20th-Fox, RKO and 
Paramount, charging breach of con- 
tract for alleged failure to deliver 
product promised on its 1940-41 
schedule. Pictures cited by UMPTO 
officials as having been promised 
under last year’s contract are ‘Sun 


Valley Serenade,’ ‘Belle Starr,’ and 
‘How Green Was My Valley.’ The 
| suit against RKO is based on the} 


| non-delivery of ‘Citizen Kane’ under | 
'the terms of the "40-41 termer, and 
accused of holding 


Paramount is 
back with Bob Hope’s ‘Nothing But 


|The Truth.’ 


like- 


_ 
na- 


did 


part of a 


taxl association 
wise incidentally; it’s 


announced by 
UMPTO 


The suits were 


George P. Aaron 


counsel 


| He said he would file three separate | 


All exhibitor units in other 


| action 


territories are being canvassed to 
take part in the suit and exhibs 
were urged not to make any con- 
tracts on these pictures. 

Four years ago UMPTO called a 
buying strike among its members 
against Par, when the latter was 
also accused of failing to deliver 


product allegedly due on the 1936- 
37 schedule. The strike lasted for 
several months and resulted in a 
suit being filed by Paramount in 
which the exhibs found themselves 
charged with attempted violation 
of the Federal anti-trust laws. 

UMPTO, at a meetiny at the Belle- 
vue -Stratford Hotel last Wednesday 
(27) voted to declare the post of 
chairman of the board vacant. 
|Lewen Pizor, president, was elected 
to assume the duties of the chair- 
man until the next election in Janu- 
ary. 


Army Camp Theatre 


1941-42 | 
With the distributor demand- | 





Exhibs throughout the country are 
squawking—most of them under 
breaths—at the agreement 


Of Bioff and Browne oll into by the distributors with 


the War Department Morale Branch 

| last week whereby clearance pre- 
| Viously demanded before pictures 
|played Army camps is abolished. 
Both the War Department and dis- 
tributors are counting on fear of 
public opinion by the exhibs to keep 
them from making their howls too 
vocal. 

Even with the new agreement, it 
is understood, several of the majors 
—primarily Paramount—have made 
reservations in certain territories in 
deference to the exhib demands. 
Paramount affiliates, particularly E. 
V. Richards-Saenger in the south, 
are said to have put up the strong- 
est battle against the loss of pro- 
tection. War Dept. has been bitter 
about the Saenger attitude from the 
start, it has been learned. 

War Dept.’s end of the confabs, 
which had been going on with dis- 
trib reps for several months, was 
| sending out notice to theatre officers 
that no civilian is to be permitted in 
an Army theatre. Although Army 
has always attempted to discourage 
civilian attendance, this new order 
definitely eliminates everyone but 
soldiers, officers and their wives and 
children as officially listed. 

Quick Showings 

Distribs agree to provide pictures 
to the Army at the time they play 
| first run in the territory. In prac- 
tice this is expected to mean that 
War Dept. theatres will get films 
four or five days after their first- 
|run openings. 
| Major companies have always ex- 





| pressed themselves as in favor of 
|more rapid clearance than the 30 
ito 90 days—and in a few cases as 
|much as six months—demanded by 
exhibs. Being more dependent on 
their commercial accounts than the 
| Army, of course, they always bowed 
to the former’s demands. Squawk 
by draftees, however, has been so 
great about the age of pix that dis- 
tribs felt it was not in the interest 
of good public relations—aside from 
ia break for soldiers—to let the 
exhibs force them to delay pictures 
any longer. 

Another factor, which may have 
led to stronger stand by the Army 
with the distribs and; as a result, by 


the 


the distribs with their exhibitor ac- 
count was a recent changeover 
from flat rental to percentage deals. 


All pix are now playing on percent- 
age instead of all on flat rental, as 
before. That’s understood to mean 
a very substantial take for the dis- 
tribs, with the result that the Army 
felt it was entitled to a better break. 


PREVIEW BAN MODIFIED 





Selected List of Scribes to Be In- 

vited—Honor System Invoked 

H A Se 2. 

The P 

eed a to per! r é 5 
pre A 4 a itter of « p 
head of rele e date on pi ¢ by 
a margin sufficient to enable cor- 
and reviewers to meet 
List of those to whom 
will go, however, has 
been pared down to around 100 


newspaper folk General 
aside from the trade press 
which sees films by different are 
rangement under provisions of the 
i held either 
out-of-bounds the- 


working 
previews, 


consent decree, will be 


in studio yin 
atres 

The h be applied 
to these privileged press previewers. 
Every invifation will carry a re- 
minder from the Studio Publicity 
Directors Committee that corre- 
spondents are not to print notices 
'or comment prior to the date of na- 
tional release, and local newspapers 
are not to run notices until the date 
'of local showing 


1 
ynor Sy stem will 
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BIRTH OF THE BLUES. 


(MUSICAL) 

Paramount release of B. G. DeSylva 

onta Bell) production. Features Bing 
) eeny Mary Martin, Brian Donlevy, 
Carolyn Lee, Eddie (Rochester) Anderson, 
Jack Teagarden. Directed by Victor 
Schertzinger Screenplay, Harry Tugend 
and Walter DeLeon from original by Tu- 
end: camera, William Mellor; editor, Paul 
Veatherwax; 14 pop song excerpts and one 
original by Johnny Mercer; music arranger, 


Robert Emmett Dalan; music advisor, 
Arthur Franklin; asst. director, Hal 
Walker. Previewed (tradeshow) in pro- 
jection room, N. Y., Aug. 28, ‘41. Running 
time, 80 MINS, 

Jef! Lambert... cccccccsccssces Bing Crosby 
Betty Lou Cobb. .ccccccccecss Mary Martin 
Memphis a ee ald Brian Donlevy 
Aunt Phoebe Cobb...........-- Carolyn Lee | 
Louey... .Eddie (Rochester) Anderson 
DM @  -Gatseesdiacced eas Jack Teagarden 
Blackie...... tonceehet naeee J. Carrol Naish 
vc cccteseosveseeccses Warren Hymer 
Wok ..- tauieakdee®s Horace MacMahon 
DEE, con ndicesdeoeteecdvkesuaoes Ruby Elzy 
DEE wcchunavatdeecaaee’ Barbara Pepper 
TE g65-s 500 20édsneud bes oeernes .Dan Beck 
PE ccdudedesent evner tent 290 Harry Barris 
Pe <.53: sede meaees sense canes Perry Botkin 
Baas PFIRVOPs oc cck eco eces Harry Rosenthal 
BAGGOE connec caeeredeorveenees Donald Kerr 
Trumpet Player..cccccocccoses Victor VPotel 
Bienri Lambert...ccscccsesees Minor Watson 
BOM Gu DOV) «oc ccccescccsecs Ronnie Cosbey 





‘Birth of the Blues’ is Bing Cros- | 
by’s best filmusical to date. It'll sing 
p'-nty of black ink at the b.o. | 

Tilm has everything for mass ap- | 
peal, from melody to comedy, and | 
for the show bunch it’s just so much | 
jive history in swingtime. A saga | 
of Basin Street, New Orleans, cradle 
of the Dixieland jazz idiom, it pro- 
jects its story with bounce and 
gusto: forthright in its allegiance to 
a then unorthodox jazz style; plus 
arresting romance, a plug-ugly cab- 
aret menace. 2rd a wealth of caval- 
cot jazzapation. 

Bing is the lecorice-stick disciple 
who (nersonated by Ronnie Cosbey 
as a boy) adheres to his premise 
that the colored man’s levee music, 
at the foot of Basin Street, was 
bound to sweep the country. Co- 
featured in the band that ultimately 
proves his point are Jack Teagarden 
—the Jackson T., who rot only slits | 
his sli¢e-horn but handles lines lik 
a lecjt—nlus Harry Barris (of the 
original Rhythm Poys: Al Rinker. 
n-w a CBS producer, was the third 
in the actual combo); and Harry 
Rosenthal. himself no mean mauler | 
of the black-and-whites. For the| 
trade, there’s also Perry Botkin on | 
the suitar and his Local 802 comedy | 
bynlay. 

Mary Martin is introduced in al 
fresco fashion, as is Brian Donlevy, 
@ mean man on the horn from Mem- 
phis, just what the rest of the band 
has been waiting for—an ofay who 
can toot like a Satchmo. 

Effectively introduced into the 
proceedings are the winsome Caro- 
lyn Lee, a cute kidlet who, for once, 
may make good the show biz hope 
for ‘another Shirley Temple’: Eddie 
(Rochester) Anderson, in a punchy 
role as general factotum to Crosby: 
plus assorted menaces in J. Carrol 
Naish. Warren Hymer and Horace 
M2eMahon, the cabaret mobsters. 

There’s but one original melody, 
more a lyric ‘material’ song by 
Johnny Mercer. captioned ‘The 
Waiter and the Porter and the Up- 
stairs Maid,’ plus 14 other pops, from 
the title song to ‘Memphis Blues,’ 
‘Melancholy Baby.’ ‘Tiger Rag,’ | 
‘After the Ball.’ ‘St. Louis Blues,’ | 
Pederewski’s ‘Minuet’ and others | 
spliced in as part of the plot pro- 
gression. 

Vocally. it’s not altogether Crosby 
either. Miss Martin handles ‘Cuddle 
Up a Little Closer, Lovey Mine,’ in 
a manner to melt any waterfront 
mob (which she does in the film 
plot): does a terrific ‘noodling’ job | 
on ‘Woaitins at the Church’; duets 
‘Wait Till the Sun Shines, Nellie,’ in 
1941 style with Bing; while Ruby 
Elzv, ducky vis-a-vis to Rochester, 
creons ‘St. Louis Blues’ like an in- 
divo aria. Crosby bings personally 
with solo vocals, ensemble clown- 
ing and kidding - on - the - square 
crooning, the most legit being ‘Mel- 
ancholy Baby’ (with Carolyn Lee); 
‘By the Light of the Silvery Moon’ 
in a tiptop illustrated song _ slide 
routine, in one of those early pic- 
ture-houses: thematically does 
‘Birth of the Blues’ as the credits 
unreel. Crosby, Miss Martin and 
Jackson T. trio the ‘Wnriter-Porter- 
Urctairs Maid’ fol-de-rol. 

Film isn’t overboard on 52d street 
jive by any manner of means, but 
it'll delight the hencats and satisfy 
the vaster majority not so hep. 
When Crosby, as a kid, swings Pad- 
erewski, and brings down the wrath 
of his musicianly father, it’s solid 
stuff for the initiate. The jailhouse 
jam session, with the Memphis horn 
man (Donlevy) in the clink. is an- 
other directorial highlight. ‘Waiting 
at the Church’ reminds of the unioue 
Vesta Victoria: and, of course. the 
rival mob trying to coerce its attrac- 
tion not to take a better offer is an- 
other semi-historical chanter from 
the Joe E. Lewis days—Chicago, not 
New Orleans. 

It may be coincidence that Buddy 
DeSylva, who supervised this pro- 
duction (with Monta Bell handling 
the reins), had much to do with 
Shirley Temple’s first introduction 
on the old Fox lot in DeSyiva., 
Brown & Henderson musicals, and 
cute kidlet Carolyn Lee may be his- 
tory repeating itself. And, of course, 
songsmith-director Victor Schertzin- 








| 
| 
} 
| 
} 


and 


course those 1941 arrangements in 
early 1900 background; or such lin- 
guistic mishaps as calling it a ‘nite 
club,’ in an era before that word was 
coined. 

As the Dixielanders leave for a 
Chicago engagement—'to spread the 
jazz gospel’—the finale introduces 
Ted Lewis, the: Dorseys, Duke El- 
lington, Louie Armstrong, George 
Gershwin and finally the dean of 
jazz, Whiteman, for a sock finale. 
All of which will make it tough for 
some of the forthcoming band caval- 
cade pictures, now in work, to fol- 
low. ‘Birth of the Blues’ is plenty 
in the groove for the fans. Abel. 





9 Lives Are Not Enough 


Warner Bros. reiease of William Jacobs 
production (tradeshow) Features Ronald 
Reagan, Joan Perry, James Gleason. Di- 
rected by A. Edward Sutherland. Screen- 
play, Fred Niblo, Jr., from novel by Jerome 
Odlum; camera, Ted McCord; editor, Doug 
Gould. Reviewed in projection room, N. Y 


Aug. 30, ‘41. Running time, 63 MINS. 

Matt Sawyel.....ccccccccces Ronald Reagan 
Jane Abbott.....ccccccccccseces Joan Perry 
Sergeant Daniels.....+.e+.+--* James Gleason 
City Bditor......0- .eeee-- Howard da Silva 
Rose Chadwick..... weeeeeee-Faye Emerson 
Officer Slattery..... ed wale Edward Brophy 
RR re Peery en Te ree ye Peter Whitney 
Snappy RMSCGE. ccc cencessoeees Charies Drake 
Mrs. SlOCUM.....cccccscccesses ; Lewis 


\ 5 a 
eer Bén Welden 


Moxie Karper.....cccrses 
Howard Hickman 


Col. Andrews 


Lieut. Buckley......esceecseeees cliff Clark 
CTR PIOS soo co00eseoeeeorsseue Tom Stevenson 
Wat PEO. ccvscocccvedvcostess Paul Phillips 
Vates. .ccccccseces eenceeeneves Joseph Crehan 
Gillis.....6. Lp abane aaa ade te John Maxwell 





‘Nine Lives Are Not Enough’ is an 
absurdly-titled Class-B picture, but 
crammed with lively action, comic 
situations and vivid characteriza- 
tions. It opens with a wallop, has 
headlong pace and closes with an 
explosive climax. It’s an audience 
satisfier and should register as the 
supporting feature on duals. Lacks 
marquee strength and _ production 
values for top billing. 

Picturesque - sounding title not 
only is too long to fit comfortably 
in theatre marquees, but has tenu- 


ous connection with the story. Pic- 


ture is about a frantic newspaper re- 
porter who's always getting in a 
jam, but invariably seems to land on 
his feet. For the purposes of this 
film, he writes a gangster expose 
that blows up in a libel suit. 
Bounced down to the status of a 
lowly leg-man covering a police car, 
he breaks several sensational mur- 
ders, finally uncovers the culprits 
(including his original gangster) and 
marries an heiress. 

Yarn is in the form of a blazing 
whodunit, with suspense piled up 
and action so fast that the average 
spectator won’t have time for the 
moment of calm thought needed to 
the villain. There’s a bushel of 
newspaper stuff of the sort audiences 
love and although it’s exaggerated 
beyond belief it’s nearly all funny. 
Some of the twists in the newspaper 
situations, in fact, have almost the 
appearance of burlesque. For in- 
stance, instead of the reporter tell- 
ing off the city editor, as in most 
pictures, imthis case the editor keeps 
booting the reporter out the city 
room door. 

Ronald Reagan is not only a brash 
reporter to end all screen reporters; 
he’s also hilariously scatter-brained 
and devilishly resourceful. What he 
does to the opposition photographer 
shouldn’t happen to a Giant fan in| 
Brooklyn. Reagan gives a superbly 
helter-skelter performance. Joan 
Perry suffers frorn occasional un- 
becoming makeup and _ ill-designed 
clothes, but she plays with appeal- 
ing freshness. James Gleason and 
Edward Brophy are a laughable flat- 


ifoot pair, while Howard da Silva is 
| oe demoniac as the city edi- 
tor. 


Peter Whitney plays a moron 
to out-goof Lenny in ‘Of Mice and 
Men.’ 

Although the script is a lulu for a 
low-budget effort, Eddie Suther- 
land’s direction is obviously respon- 
sible for the film’s roaring pace and, 
probably sharing credit with the 
cameraman, for some of the _ in- 
ventive photographic bits. ‘Nine 


' Lives’ is plainly just a casual ef- 
fort, but it'll have neighborhood 
audiences screaming in the aisles, 


even though it’s hardly the kind of 
| picture to draw big grosses. Hobe. 


AMONG THE LIVING 


Paramount 





release of Sol C. Siegel pro- 

duction. Features Albert Dekker, Susan 

| Hayward, Harry Carey, Frances Farmer. 
| Directed by Stuart Heisler Screenplay by 
Lester Cole and Garrett Fort, from story 


| by Cole and Brian Marlow; editor, Everett 
Douglas; camera, Theodor Sparkuhl. Pre- 
viewed in Projection Room (tradeshowing), 


N. Y., Aug. 28, ‘41. Running time, 67 
MINS. 

JODN Badem..s(0csseee ° .Albert Dekker 
POW MOCO: .s.6.06 eseseees.-Albert Dekker 
Millie Pickens.......eceee..Susan Hayward 
ee. BO BOGRGNG, occcecivess:s Harry Carey 
Elaine Raden........e.+...Frances Fartner 
Bill Oakley..... eesoccevcosese Gordon Jones 
PONY TVOIRM:s 6 0b oecnddsc dc cy sen Tean Phillips 
oo ee coceccoccocce Ernest Whitman 
Mrs. Pickens.....+..+-......-Meaude Eburne 
Te eee eoccoeeees-F rank M. Thomas 
OND: & ows Kao 60 ees stnteenawes Harlan Briggs 
Tom Reilly... Stheodouns Archie Twitchell 
Woman in Cafe.......... Dorothy Sebastian 
PRUNE best ovevevseveteeees William Stack 


Here is a good ‘B’ that will get 
honeyed comment. It’s possible, in 
fact, that ‘Among the Living’ may 
even be a sleeper for fancy takings. 

Lester Cole and Garrett Fort have 





ger, himself an alumnus of Tin Pan 
Alley, was likewise no mere accident 
as a directorial choice. The detail | 


is as faithful as Lindy’s, excepting of ' violently insane man, somewhat akin j 


framed a good screenplay on the 
original story furnished by Cole and 
Brian Marlow. It’s a study in human 
passions and a sharp portrait of a 


Miniature Reviews 


(Par) 
the 





the Blues’ 
Hallelujah for 


‘Birth of 
(Musical). 
b.o. 

‘9 Lives Are Not Enough’ 
(WB). Whodunit about a news- 
paper reporter is a hectic action 
picture potent lower-biller. 

‘Among the Living’ (Par). 
Very good, suspenseful ‘B.’ 

‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB). 
Passable Class-B picture from a 
hackneyed yarn about romance 
in the rubber country. 

‘The Blonde From Singapore’ 
(Col). Dull drama of Far East 
for minor dual bookings. 

‘Sign of the Wolf’ (Mono). 
Dog picture should draw mod- 
erately at juve matinees, but not 
much otherwise; mild filler. 

‘The Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep). 
Boxer Billy Conn starred in a 
pretty good dual supporter that 
sports fans will go for. 

‘No Greater Sin’ (University). 
Will do only mild biz even in the 


limited number of situations 
which can handle it. 
‘Prairie Stranger’ (Col). Ac- 


tionless western starring Charles 
Starrett, weak entry. 

‘Day in Soviet Russia’ (Soviet). 
Kaleidoscopic documentary, good 
b.o. in view of the times. 

‘Sunset Murder Case’ (Indie). 
Sally Rand meller highly disap- 
pointing, even for duals. 

‘Cuan?éo Canta El Corazon’ 
(Argentine). Hugo del Carril, 
the star, won’t save this one. 

‘Persona Honrada Se Necesita’ 
(Argentine). Click farce for 
Latin boxoffices. 








to the sensational ‘M’ that came out 
of Germany just prior to the Hitler 
regime. If nothing else, it’s a re- 
deemer for Albert Dekker, playing 
a dual role here, from his unfor- 
tunate ‘Dr. Cyclops’ of last year. 
Dekker clearly proves his acting tal- 
ent and another ‘A’ try will probably 
soon be forthcoming. 

This is essentially a plot built 
around character studies. Dekker 
plays both the part of an insane man 
and his sane twin brother: Harry 
Carey is in the role of a doctor who, 
by falsifying a death certificate 25 
years before, made it possible for an 
insane boy to be hidden in the family 
mansion until, as a man, he runs 
amuck and kills a Negro servant and 
a blonde cabaret hustler. Susan 
Hayward is likewise a_ sociological 
study as the clothes-hungry, sexy 
daughter of a rooming-house keeper 
who nearly gets herself strangled by 
the unsuspected killer. There’s also 
a graphic picture of a violent mob 
out to do lynching when they grab 
the sane brother and refuse to be- 
lieve his story that his twin is still 
alive and is the actual killer. 

In spots this film has the same 
chilling suspense as ‘M.’ This is par- 
ticularly heightened in the weil- 
photographed scene when the mad- 
man chases the blonde through dark 
streets and finally strangles her. 
Cameraman Theodor Sparkuhl did an 
all-around good job, but this par- 
ticular bit is the standout. 

The acting is generally excellent. 
Besides Dekker, Susan Hayward is 
plenty sharp, and Harry Carey is 
properly restrained as the doctor 
who sold his ethics to get the coin 
for a fine hospital. Frances Farmer 
has extremely little to do and is 
wasted, but good supporting jobs are 
turned in by Gordon Jones and 
Maude Eburne. 

Director Stuart Heisler kept the 
story moving at a good pace and 
didn’t inject any unnecessary 
hokum. Scho. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

‘Washington Escapade’ is the new 
handle on ‘Government Girl’ at 
Paramount. 

‘Honor of the West’ became ‘Bul- 
lets for Bandits’ at Columbia. 

‘The Black Widow’ at 
was re-titled ‘The Body Disappears.’ 

‘The Americanos’ at Universal is 
|}now ‘The Kid from Kansas.’ 
| Paramount switched from ‘Snow- 
ball in Hell’ to ‘My Favorite Blonde.’ 

‘The Sentence’ is release tag on 
‘Dust to Dust’ at Warners. 

‘The Stork Pays Off’ at Columbia 
became ‘Bachelors’ Babies.’ 








Warners | 








Tradeshow Reviews 


Since all films distributed by 
the five major ‘consent decree’ 
companies henceforth must be 
tradeshown, the distinction will 
be dropped with this issue, co- 
incidental with the Labor Day 
teeoff of the new selling season. 

By the very nature of Metro, 
Paramount, RKO, 20th-Fox and 
Warner Bros. releases for 194i- 
42, they must be first trade- 
shown. The other three majors 
of the so-called ‘big eight’ are 
not subject to such conditions 
nor, of course, are the independ- 
ents. 





LAW OF THE TROPICS 


Warner Bros. release of Ben Stoloff pro- 
duction. Stars Constance Bennett, Jeffrey 
Lynn; features Regis Toomey, Mona Maris, 


Hobart Bosworth. Directed by Ray En- 
right. Screenplay, Charles Grayson, from 
book by Alice Tisdale Hobart; camera, Sid 





Hickox; film editor, Frederick Richurds, 
Reviewed in projection room, N.Y., Aug. 
30, 41 Running time, 76 MINS, 

Joan Madison.........-.-. Constance Bennett 
Jim COomway...cccccccseessees Jefirey Lynn 
Tom Marshall...... weceeseee- Regis Toomey 
Ie --e6eseeneeeeeeee ecoee--e- Mona Maris 
Davis..ccccccccccccceseces Hobart Bosworth 
TR. cinnsdede 006600 cccocces -PPaRK Pugiie 
Maguire......-cccccseccecs Thomas Jacksen 
Alfred King, Sr....ccccececss Paul Harvey 
Alfred King, Jr... ccccocces Craig Stevens 
Hotel Clerk.....cecscceseseces Roland Drew 
Capt. of River Boat......+.- Charles Judels 
Bartender. ..cccccccsccsccescees Cliff Clark 
We. ccccosvesensscesetsrorese Rolf Sedan 





Trite story of a tropic romance be- 
tween an ambitious young rubber 
company representative and a tar- 
nished lady is fairly well scripted 
and proficiently produced to pro- 
vide passable entertainment. Con- 
stance Bennett and Jeffrey Lynn are 
familiar names, but hardly enough to 
ignite a boxoffice bonfire. Hence| 
‘Law of the Tropics’ is a satisfactory | 
supporting item, but 
enough for top billing. 

Yarn picks up the youthful rub- 
ber man as he’s going to the seaport 
to meet his bride-to-be from the 
U. S. and bring her back to the 
Amazon River processing settlement 
where he’s stationed. When the 
girl decides to remain at home and 
thus leaves him a certain object of 
ridicule among the natives, a singer 
in a seaport nitery looks after him 
when he gets binged. Then, as a 
detective from the U. S. arrives on 
her trail, she marries the rubber 
representative and poses as the girl 
from home. 

There’s some brave talk about the 
selfishness of large corporations, a 
rousing slugfest between the rubber 
man and the company president’s 
son, and a not-too-convincing bluff 
pulled on the rubber tycoon by the 
young wife. Of course the detective 
finally catches up with the fugitive 
gal and there’s one of those Holly- 
wood concocted renunciation scenes 
before the hero follows her onto the 
boat, folds her into a fadeout clinch 
and prepares to accompany her back 
to trial and (naturally) vindication. 
It’s pretty slick-paper-maggy and 
quite obvious. 

Presence of Constance Bennett in 
the picture may draw some interest, 
as Miriam Hopkins was_ rather 
widely quoted as turning down the 
part because she’d look absurd play- 
ing opposite anyone so much 
younger than she as Jeffrey Lynn. 
While Miss Bennett isn’t exactly the 
season's first daisy and doesn’t look 
it, that doesn’t hurt the picture—or 
even her standing. In fact, her ma- 
turity suits the part of a woman- 
with-a-past and, in a way, explains 
why she ultimately falls for the am- 
bitious, wide-eyed innocent. In the 
same way, her slight brassiness also 
fits the character. It’s good casting | 
and a skillful performance. 

Jeffrey Lynn also plays with re- 
freshing directness. As he has gained 
experience, he has learned variation 
of mood and has acquired authority. 
He should continue to develop. Others 
in the cast are mostly standard. 
Regis Toomey has little to do but 
appear sympathetic and _= sternly 
masculine. Mona Maris radiates sin- 
cerity and warmth as his wife. Ho- 
bart Bosworth has persuasive sim- 
plicity, but he tends to speak too 
hurriedly for clarity. Frank Puglia, 
Thomas Jackson, Paul Harvey and 
Craig Stevens are acceptable in sup- 
porting parts. 

Direction has pace and shows ap- 
preciation of mood, but in some in- 
stances the editing makes confusing 
jumps between scenes. Production 
is rather modest, yet creates a rea- 
sonably authentic sense of outdoor 








space. However, the gowns and 
makeup of Miss Bennett and Miss 
Maris hardly suggest the sultry 
tropics. Hobe. 





Blonde from Singapore 


Hollywood, Aug. 27. 
Columbia release of 





Jack Fier production. 


Features Florence Rice, Leif Erikson, Gor 
t n Jones and Don Beddoe. Directed by | 
| Edward Dmytryk screenplay George | 
| Bricker; story by Houston Branch. Camera, | 
4 W. O'Connell; film editor, Richard Fantl 
| Previewed in studio Projection Room, Aug. 
~6, '41. Running time, 67 MINS, 

Mary Brooks.................Florence Rice 
SOrry PPOROGte, ..scccicncseces Leif Erikson 
‘Waffles’ Billings...c.ceccees Gordon Jones 
Sergeant Burmns......ccceoc; Don Beddoe 
Prince Sali........eeeese.Alexander D’Arcy 
Sultana ........... eevee Adele “Rowland 
ir Reginald Bevin...........Lumsden Hare 
a SPE rrrr rr eseess- Richard Terry 
Pe ere een Emory Pamell 





‘The Blonde from Singapore’ is a 
weak entry for lower bracket spots 
in the secondary duals. Script looks 
like a sophomoric effort, hastily con- 
cocted and thrown together on a 
short schedule. Neither director nor 
cast could have done anything with 
the material at hand, 

Story concerns an air pilot and his 
mechanic who indulge in poaching 
pearl diving in order to secure capi- 
tal to buy a plane and join the Far 
East RAF. Pilot Erikson meets 
former showgirl and adventuress 
Florence Rice, slips her the bag of 
outlaw pearls and spends the rest of 
the picture trying to get the gems 
back—while falling in love with the 
blonde. 

Picture is filled with innocuous 








situations that have been convenient- | 


‘ly set up aiming for dramatic values, | 


not hefty | 
|} 


but miss by a wide margin. Erikson 
is handed line of dialog after 50 min- 
utes unreeling, ‘This is getting 
monotonous’—a fact that’s discovered 
some reels back. 

Miss Rice. Erikson, Gordon Jones 
and Alexander D’Arcy carry most of 
the footage with standard per- 
formances, with Don Beddoe and 
Adele Rowland prominent in good 
supporting roles. Edward Dmytryk 
has the impossible directing assign- 
ment to make the amateurish script 
jell. Walt. 


SIGN OF THE WOLF 


Monogram release of Paul 
duction. Features Michael Whalen, Grace 
Bradley. Directed by Howard Bretherton 
Screenplay, Elizabeth Hopkins and Edmond 





Malvern pro- 


Kelso; from Jack London story; camera 
Fred Jackman, Jr.; musical director, Ed- 
ward Kay; film editor, Jack Ogilvie At 
New York theatre, N. Y., Aug. 27, '41: 
dual. Running time, 68 MINS. ‘ 
oe og eee Michael Whalen 
PN isnt becbee¥ ab acdiaeesevi Grace Bradley 
NN +o & i2smieee wba re Darryl Hickman 
Ws sFedes suaeabes howd ae Manton Moreland 
Beulah...... eoecccccccce -Loulse Reavers 
GUANINE. occscseceseseasececess Wade Croshy 
as Seer ereceeserssscs Tony Paton 
Hank .+nene ereoccesecccess Joseph Bernard 
MWIOR. ccéee Trivtriiiriy Tiree Ed Brad 

) | Bee Coercereccecceess.. E:idie “pa 
| Pe ee eee ee Brandon Hurst 


And Grey Shadow and Smoky. 





Juve audiences should relish this 
dog picture, but adults are likely to 
find it only a minor item. It’s fair 
enough as a filler for duals, but it 
doesn’t generate much boxoffice 
power on its own. Lacks marquee 
names, novelty or production value. 

Script was adapted from an old 
Jack London story about two rival 
Alsatian shepherd (commonly and 
incorrectly known as police) dogs, 
one of which falls into the hands of 
and is used by silver fox thieves, 
while the other saves his owner’s 
life, is wrongly blamed for the fox- 
killings and finally uncovers the plot 
and the culurits. There’s a mild ro- 
mantic angle involving the dogs’ 
femme owner and a handsome young 
fox-breeder, plus two Negro servants 
for comedy relief and a moppet actor 
for the juve element. 

_ Yarn opens with the two dogs get- 
ting into a fight and causing their 
disqualification at the national cham- 
Pionship show, apparently in Madi- 
son Square Garden, N. Y. Girl who 
owns them favors one of the pups, 
so she sells the other. But her Negro 
servant likes the other dog, so hides 
it on the plane in which they are 
flying back to Canada. Idea of the 
original story apparently stressed the 
fact that it was the unwanted dog 
that brought help when the plane 
crashed and that ultimately proved 
the hero of-the fox-stealing episode. 

Two dogs, Grey Shadow and 
Smoky, are well trained and perform 
creditably, particularly when doing 
the various tricks called for in the 
story. Most of the action takes place 
in Canada, so there are numerous 
snowy outoors scenes of rather con- 
vincing 


atmosphere. Other scenes 
take place in and around the fox 
farm. Michael Whalen and Grace 


Bradley are the romantic leads, both 
acquitting themselves satisfactorily 
in the modest acting requirements. 
Miss Bradley, however, has a curious 
way of enunciating, as if she had a 
head cold. Mantan Moreland and 
Louise Beavers are acceptable as the 
Negro ‘servants; Darryl Hickman is 
standard the kid, while Wade 
Crosby Is a properly odious heavy. 
Direction has reasonable pace, ‘but 


as 





the photography is frequently too 
dark. Hobe. 
Republic release of Armand & haefer 
production, Starg Billy Conn; features 
Jean Parker, Dick Purce ll, Alan Baxter 
Veda Ann jorge Directed by Jack Town- 
ey. Screenplay by Earl Felton and Hous- 
ton Branch, based on Collier's story, ‘Kid 
Tinsel,’ by Octavus Roy Cohen: camera 
Reggie Lanning; editor, Ernest Nims. Pre- 
viewed in projection room, N.Y., Aug. 28, 
1941. Running time, 76 MINS. ‘ 7 
en a rea Billy Conn 
Patricia Mallory............... Jean Parker 
Cliff Halliday....... aCGGundacs Dick Purcell 
att eg ee énheedwec Alan Baxter 
Barbara EMMison......eeee.. Veda Ann Borg 
M a re rreoe Jonathan Hale 
Meets FORGO « cccicccca, Ernest Whitman 
Knockout Riley............. John Kells 
MOU Spice kwiaideainiecds' st it McDaniel} 
UO s'n.5-0h.0 a6bbbn0 se a Dick Elliott 
ncecgyld PERT OO ee John Harmon 
RNR gin ene eS kw ahs ° Robert Barron 
And Arthur Donovan, Henry Armstrong, 
Freddie Steele, Jack Roper, Sam Balter, 


Dan Tobey. 


Grabbing clean-cut, personable 
young Billy Conn immediately after 
his excellent showing against Joe 
Louis and building a film around the 
heavyweight contender turns out to 
be something of a triumph for Re- 
public. Conn’s no Academy winner 
for acting, but he makes the grade, 
and he has been given a formula 
story that proves a rather satisfac- 
tory showcase for the ring trade. Re- 
sult is a picture that will rate top 
billing in action houses and will pro- 
vide okay support in situations 
where this type product is usable. 

Publicity the film has garnered on 
sports pages, as well as in enter- 
tainment sections, should do plenty 
to pre-sell it to fight fans who won't 
need too much urging. And with 
Conn likely to meet the winner of 
the Nova-Louis title fight, there 
should be a continuous barrage of 
chatter about the boy which will not 
hurt the film’s b.o. one bit. On the 
other hand, its appeal to the non- 
sports fans is nil. 

Conn’s prime defect as an actor, 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Kane’ Sock $22,000 Frisco Leader: 
‘Sun Valley’ Big $18,000; ‘Aloma’ 146 





San Francisco, Sept. 2. 


All eyes were on the Golden Gate 
this week to pick up reactions on 
the first pop-price run of ‘Citizen 
Kane,’ which is going great guns for 
socko $22,000. Will hold for a second 
frame, despite the fact that the pic- 
ture has benefit of ads in only two 


of the town’s four dailies. The two 
Hearst papers, however, finally 
okayed small ads_ plugging the 


vaudeville only, first copy breaking | 
in the Call Thursday and the Ex- | 
aminer Friday. Biz big over Labor 
Day all over town. 

Orpheum is holding ‘Mr. Jordan’ 
for a third frame with a new second 
feature, and the Geary’ s return road- 
show of ‘Fantasia’ is doing a healthy 
biz. ‘Aloma of the South Seas’ drew 
thumbs down from the cricks, but 
is holding up well at the Warfield, 
with ‘Dr. I. Q.’ helping on first 
broadcast. ‘Sun Valley Serenade,’ 
new Fox entry, is doing solidly. 
Estimates for This Week 

(F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
Valley’ (20th) and ‘Private 
Nurse’ (20th). Doing nice solid biz 
for okay $18,000. Last (2d-final) 
week, ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and 
‘Nurse’s Secret’ (WB), finished with 
neat $11,500. 

Geary (Curran) (1,286; 55-75-1.10- 
1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (RKO). Repeat re- 
served-seat, two-a-day roadshow 
opened strong for an_ excellent 
$9,500. House was dark last week 
after 10-day run of ‘Vatican’ (RKO), 
which finished with a big $6,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 
55)—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) and Prof. 
Lamberti on stage. Welles’ opus get- 
ting heavy play for a whameroo 
$22,000, assuring a holdover. 
week, ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) and 
vaude wound up with fine $16,400. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,400; 35- 
40-50) — ‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) and 
‘Officer and Lady’ (Col) (3d wk). 
Aided by a new second feature and 
the Labor Day holiday, ‘Mr. Jordan’ 
is pulling a fine $8,500. Last (2d) 
week with ‘Richest Man in Town’ 
(Col) as co-feature, big $10,300. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
50)—‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Kildare’s Wedding’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
About $7,500 will wind up this one. 
Last (2d) week, okay at $11,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—‘Wild Geese’ (20th) and ‘Very 
Young Lady’ (20th). Probably a 


Fox 
‘Sun 


little under average at $4,700. Last 
(moveover) week, ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
(20th) and ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th) 


picked up $5,800 in its fourth week 
on Market street. 


Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-50) 
—‘Aloma’ (Par) and ‘Lady Louisi- 
ana’ (Rep). Attracting considerable 


attention, but probably won't get 
over $14,000, neat profit. Last week, 
‘Wild Geese’ (20th) and ‘Very Young 
Lady’ (20th) so-so $12, 500. 


‘alia Sturdy $15, 000 
In Okay Prov.; ‘Tom, Dick’ 
$12,000, ‘Serenade’ 106 


Providence, Sept. 2 

All’s well with the main-stemme! 
as holiday weekend weather, though 
warm, stayed on the threatening side 
and helped keep a few people at 
home. Loew’s with ‘When Ladies 
Meet,’ RKO Albee with ‘Tom. Dick 
and Harry,’ and Majestic with ‘Sun 
Valley Serenade’ are tops. Strand is 
looking fair with second week of 


“Here Comes Mr. Jordan.’ 

Metropolitan opened its fall and 
winter season with a three-day 

stage-pic policy, and with a break in 
the weather, packed them in. Tom- 
my Reynolds orchestra, eager 
Diosa Costello, held down the stage 
spot, with ‘Country Fair’ on “the 
screen, 

Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200: 28-39-50)-— 
Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and ‘Lady Scar- 
face’ (RKO). Doing a_ landoffice 
business with tops $12,000 in the 
offing. Last week, ‘Hold Ghost’ (U) 
and ‘Repent Leisure’ (RKO) (3d 
wk), nifty $7,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—Wild Geese’ (20th) and ‘Dance 
Hall’ (20th) (2d run), holding to 
Steady, $2,000. Last week, ‘Man- 
power’ (WB) and ‘Sons o’ Guns’ 
(WB) (2d run), same. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000: 
‘Raiders of Desert’ (U) and ‘Tin Pan 
Alley’ (20th) (reissue). Managing to 
Old own with a $2,500. Last 
veek, ‘One Nig (Par) (re- 


10-25-35 )— 


SOX d 
oht 


t of Li 


ve 


20. = | > A 
39-44- | peratures, biz here this week is rosy. 





| ‘When Ladies Meet’ 


issue) and 
neat $2,800. 
Majestic 


‘Bullets O’Hara’ (WB), 
(Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and ‘Dressed to 
Kill’ (20th). Playing to hefty $10,- 
000. Last week, ‘Wild Geese’ (20th) 
and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th), neat $8,500. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,300; 30-40- 
55)—Tommy Reynolds orchestra fea- 
turing Diosa Costello, with Frances 
Faye as added attraction, ‘Country 
Fair’ (Rep) on screen. Opened nice- 
ly and continued to build for swell 
$6,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
(M-G) and ‘Kil- 
dare’s Wedding Day’ (M-G). House 
certainly taking it in and heading for 
swellegant $15,000. Last week, ‘Life 
Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Perfect 
Crime’ (Col) (2d wk), oke $8,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) and ‘Rags Riches’ 
(Rep) (2d wk). Paced at fairly good 
$5,000 after knocking off hefty $10,- 
200 in opening session. 





BALTO UPBEAT, 





Last | 


| $14,000. 


| (Col). 


‘BOMBER’ $16,000 


Baltimore, Sept. 2. 
In spite of extra heavy Labor Day 
weekend exodus and tropical tem- 





Strong product all around is helping 
considerably. ‘Dive Bomber’ is 
utilizing the oversized capacity of 
the Stanley to chalk up a most im- 
pressive figure. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44) —‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G). Draw- 
ing an impressive response for a big 
Last week, second of ‘Life 
Andy Hardy’ (M-G), added steady 
$7,300 to fine initial round at $13,400. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
15-28-39-44-55-66) ‘Mr. Jordan’ 
Plus stage layout built around 
Ciro Rimac’s music, attracting a 
healthy figure, $15,500. Last week, 
‘Blondie Society’ (Col), leaning 
heavily on stage layout of ‘Truth or 
Consequences’ to hit okay $12,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
98-39-44)—‘Woman Is Mine’ (U). 
Fairish goings helped by holiday 
prices to mild $8,000. Last week, 
third of ‘Hold Ghost’ (U), added a 
steady $4,900 to total of $18,600 in 
pl eceding braces 

New (Mechan ic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 
44)—‘Sun Valley’ (20th). Nicely ex- 
ploited to possible $6,000, good figure 
in this house of limite capacity. 
Last week, ‘Wild Geese’ (20th), drew 
some daytime femme response to 
nildly satisfying $4,900. 
Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- 
55)—‘Dive § dong (WB). Zooming 
away to a terrif $16, 000. Last week, 
second of ‘Manpower’ (WB), added 
good $6, 600 to rosy opener ¢ of $13,300. 


‘ALOMA’ NICE $13,000 
IN BUFF.; ‘JEKYLL’ 106 


ffalo, Sept. 2 
Not much to get ex 


ited over this 
Labor Day week, with plenty of 
f yiks fic ycking out of t 3est bet 
; ‘Aloma of South heer deeded with 
‘Par son Panamint’ at the Buffalo. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55 )— 
‘Aloma’ (Par) and ‘Parson Pana- 
mint’ (Par). Nice $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Whistling Dark’ (M- G) and 
Bob Armstrong orch on stage, fine 
$15,000. a 
Great Lakes (3,000; 35-55) 
-Jekyll-Hyde ‘Thanks 


(Shea) 
(M-G) and 


Mi llion’ (UA). Okay $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Private Nurse’ (20th) (2d wk), 
potent $10,000 or near that figure. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45 )—‘Life 
Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Private 
Nurse’ (20th) (2d run). Neat $7,000. 
Last week. ‘Manpower’ (WB) and 
‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G), staunch 
$8,000. 


Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 


— Mr. Jordan’ (Col) and ‘Prisoner 
Devil's Island’ (Col). Excellent 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Hold Ghost’ (U) 


(3d wk) and ‘Men Timberland’ (U), 
good $6,500. 





20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 
44)—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) Trim 
$8.500. Last week, ‘Navy Blue and 
Gold’ (M-G) and ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) 
(reissues), poor $5,000 





FILM THEATRE 
bAUoata UP 197% 


‘Little Foxes’ Sensational 
$120,000 Second Week at 
Music Halli — ‘Aloma’- 
Tommy Dorsey Smasheroo 
$73,000, New Paramount 
Record for Holiday Period 
—‘Wild Geese’ $55,000 for 
Roxy, ‘Dive Bomber’ Boom- 
ing $48,000 in Strand 


—_—_—_——_—— 


NEW YEAR’S EVE AURA 








Broadway resembled New Year’s 
eve on Saturday and Sunday nights 
preceding Labor Day (Monday), and 
all picture theatres reaped a golden 
harvest. Old records fell by the 
wayside in big quantities, with man- 
agers generally rating business 15% 
ahead of last year. Weather afford- 
ed no particular break, with sultry 
heat on two days figured to dis- 
courage theatre attendance. Pecu- 
liarly, it cut no figure, with Times 


Square flooded with visitors and 
hometowners. 
‘Little Foxes’ at the Music Hall 


did the outstanding landoffice biz, 
with a terrific $120,000 or even more 
in prospect for second week of this 
attraction. It is rated the best Labor 
Day week in the Hall’s history, in- 
suring the Bette Davis film at least 
two more weeks, and maybe a fifth. 


Next best is the Paramount with 
‘Aloma of the South Seas,’ plus 
Tommy Dorsey’s band and _ stage 


show. House was swamped on the 
three-day holiday with extra shows 
accounting for the remarkable $73,- 
000 on tap. This smashes the old 
Labor Day week mark here, and is 
rated a record for any week not 
having a New Year’s eve to help. 
Figures to go at least three weeks. 


ecords fell also at the Strand 
and Roxy, latter with ‘Wild Geese 
Calling,’ establishing a Labor Day 


weekend attendance mark and may 
hit a smasheroo $55,000 week. ‘Dive 
Bomber,’ new Errol Flynn money- 
maker, aided by Sammy Kaye’s or- 
chestra, is heading for close to $48,- 
000 at the Strand, Labor Day week- 
end being classed as the best in 10 


years. Biz is topping the 1940 corre- 
sponding week by 15°‘ 

It was much the same at the other 
cinemas, with the State’s $29,000 
racked up through heavy three-day 
trade. Ed Sullivan’s Harvest Moon 
dance champs and ‘Shepherd of 


Hillis’ did the trick. 
at the Hollywood, 
week on the Street, 


‘Sergeant York’ 
now in its 10th 
reached close to 


$28,000 for the session concluded 
Sunday (31) night. ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ at 
the Astor and ‘Fantasia’ at the 
Hollywood also beat previous week’s 
takings. 

‘Unfinished Business’ reopened the 
Rivoli Labor Day, doing capacity 
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Alvino Rey Plus ‘Aunt’ (3d Wk.), Nice 
$39,000 in So-So Chi, ‘Kane’ $20,000, 
Cab Calloway- Sailors’ Trim $20,000 





First Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 
Week of Sept. 4 
Astor —‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde’ (M-G) (3d wk). 


Broadway—'Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(43d wk). 

Capitol—‘When 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 27) 

Criterion — ‘Whistling in the 
Dark’ (M-G) (2d wk). 

Globe — ‘Frightened Lady’ 
(Indie). 

Hollywood — ‘Sergeant York’ 
(WB) (10th wk). 

Music Hall — ‘Little Foxes’ 
(RKO-Goldwyn) (3d wk). 

Palace—‘Father Takes a Wife’ 
(RKO). 

(Reviewed in Variety July 16) 

Paramount —‘Aloma of the 
South Seas’ (Par) (2d wk). 

Rialto — ‘Badlands of Dakota’ 
(U) (5). 

Roxy— Sun Valley 
(20th) (5). 


(Reviewed in Variety July 23) 


Ladies Meet’ 


Serenade’ 


Strand—‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) 
(2d wk). 
Week of Sept. 11 
Astor — ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde’ (M-G) (4th wk). 


Broadway— Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(44th wk). 

Capitol—‘When Ladies Meet’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). 

Criterion—‘West Point Widow’ 
(Par). 


Hollywood — ‘Sergeant York’ 
(WB) (lth wk). 

Music Hall — ‘Little Foxes’ 
(RKO-Goldwyn) (4th wk). 


Paramount — ‘Aloma of the 
South Seas’ (Par) (3d wk). 

Roxy—'Sun Valley Serenade’ 
(20th) (2d wk). 

Strand—‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) 
(3d wk). 











| downtown 
lat the Capitol, 


| Exhibs 


and getting strong second day (Tues- | 


day) with a boost from flattering 
newspaper reviews. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25 )—‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) (3d 
wk). Bettering prev ek’s take 
by small margin with highly profit- 
lable $19,300 Sp¢ er T} y tarrer 
got splendid $19,200 on second s 
;} $10n. 

Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 55-75- 
$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) Fantasia’ (Dis- 
ney) (43d wk Took an added spurt 

|in 42d stanza just col led Satur- 
day (30) night f $12,600, well, 
This tops $12,200 garnered on the 
previous week. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,520; 35-55-85- | 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Life Andy Hardy’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). Mickey Rooney’s 
latest in the Hardy family series, 
sensibly held for a second session, 
cashing in on Labor Day week. 
Sturdy $23,000, which is even better 
than the okay $20,000 on _ initial 
stanza. 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,662; 35-44-55- 
75)—‘Whistling in Dark’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). For first week winding up to- 
day, Red Skelton’s first film starrer 





around $17,000, 
giving it an 


is getting 
ingly strong, 


surpris- 


additional 


week, 

Globe (Brandt) (1,189; 28-35-55 )— 
‘No Greater Sin’ (Indie ). Neat 
$7,500 likely but prob vowed won't hold. 
In ahead, *40,000 Ho ’ (Ind 
(2d wk) atistact $5.000 

Hollywood (WB) (1.225; 7 19 

‘Set. York’ (WB) (¢ \ and 

(Continued on page 31 


HARDY $22,300 


IN UPPISH D.C. 


Washington, Sept. 2. 
attractions as a hypo 
on the upturn in leadi ng 
spots. ‘Li Andy Ha 
‘Dive Bomber’ at the 
‘Citizen Kane’ in Keith’s 
through in fine style. 
regard situation a bit 
however, maintaining 

here as far from what 


With ace 
grosses are 
fe rdy 
Earle and 
are socking 
still 
woefully 
show bus 
it should be 


ine 


Unofficial estimates place popula- 
tion of Washington and enviror 
vell over million mark w and 
ne re fr € ‘ 

€ € f a f 


Estimates for This Week 


Capitol Loew ) (3.434 28-39-44 
66 Life Andy Har ’ (M-G), } 
Patricia Bowmar Paul Haakon on 
tage. Sockeroo $22,500. Last wee 
Kildare’s Wedding Day’ (M-G), witl 
John Barton. others, on stage, fair 
enough $18,500. 


Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)- 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) (2d run). 
Third downtown week, average 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Whistling Dark’ 


(M-G) (2d run), disappointing $4,500 
(WB) (2,216: 28-39-44-66)— 
Bomber’ ‘WB), plus stage 
Superb $21,500. Last week, 
(Col), plus vaude, solid 


Earle 
‘Dive 
show. 
‘Mr. Jordan’ 
$19,000 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 39-55) 
‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO). Much health- 
ier now on its return at popular 
prices, very good $12,000. Last week, 
‘Hold Ghost’ (U) (2d wk), fell off to | 
shadow, $8,000. 


soeiemasiinian. 





Chicago, Sept. 2. 
With a big week-end to handle at 
| holiday prices. the loop houses all 
started the week with a fine advan- 
tage despite yelps of some managers 
that the exodus of people over the 


Labor Day holiday counteracts the 
upped prices. Balaban & Katz tried 
to stem the exodus by advertising in 
big space to the public, telling them 
they’d have more fun staying in the 
city instead of bucking the rigors of 
the traffic jams. 

Saturday (30) broke with consid- 
erable rain which slowed down traf- 
fic on the highways. 

General outlook is for bright re- 
turns for the Labor Day week. Best 
of the town will be the Palace which 
has ‘Citizen Kane’ on a regular price 
and grind policy. Excellent sales- 
manship is breathing plenty of life 





| do a nifty $35,000 on the third. 


| Sailors’ 


into this one for a bang-up $20,000, 
a big item of the season. 

‘Charley’s Aunt’ is new in its third 
week in the Chicago and this time 
with the Alvino Rey orchestra. Pic- 
ture had two great weeks and will 
Cab 
‘Three 
with a 


Calloway is giving the lift to 

at the State-Lake, 

good $20,000 on tap. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 


—‘Panamint’ (Par). Western doing 
all right and will come up with 
| $6,500 for the holiday initialer. Last 


| week, ‘Stars Look Down’ 
| ished 


| with the 


j week ). 


| (Col), 


(M-G) fin- 
10 days to okay $4,500 in the 
final seven. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)—- 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) (3d week) 
and the Alvino Rey orchestra on the 


stage. Picture is bang-up boxoffice 
magnet and with orchestra is hold- 
ing to a nifty $25,000. Last week, 


Horace Heidt orchestra on 


stage, brilliant $46,500 for its second 
week, 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) (2nd 


This series indicated strength, 
and comes up for its holdover week 
with predictions of $4,500 after scor- 
ing in the first week at $5,800. 
Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Dragon’ (RKO) and ‘Knew Answers’ 
Holidays helping this one 
the hurdles as the theatre 
behind a long list o 
playing these 


Looks like 


over 
truggles 
hou es 
of it. 
t] ; house 
eat) 
Kid’ 
Baby’ 


7,500, not wha 
rates for its location an 
capacity Last week, ‘Bil lly 
(M-G) and ‘Million Dollar 
(WB) satisfactory $7,200 
Palace (RKO) (2,500: 33 
‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) and ‘Scat 
good Broadway’ (RKO). Opened on 
Saturday (30) and with powerful ad 
selling the flicker looks for bang-up 
at maybe $20,000, great La t 
week, ‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Melo 
Th (RKO) finished short fo rth 
week to all right $8,500 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35 
Manpower’ (WB) Nan 


are aiding the take to 


f 
picture ahead 
t 
| 


ng 


~55-66 )— 


ter- 


ession 

’ 
ree 
99-65- 
t} marquee 


$11,000 and the holiday 


‘ ly C} 
La: Weer > 


i 1O"0d 
. , 1D 
H {i 

$6400 for ! eve 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,7 


Dance Hall’ (20th) a1 the Earl 


Carroll] ‘Vanities’ unit or tage 

United Artists (B&K-! M- G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) ‘Life Beg Hardy’ 
(M-G) (3d wk). baie. like final 
session for this one, but will get neat 
$10.000 after having taken down 
juicy $12,200 last week. 

_——— (Essaness) (1,200; 35-55-65) 
‘Adv ure Washi ngton’ (Col). Not 
much at mild $4,500. Last week, 
‘Underground’ (WB) faded quickly 
on second sessi after strong initial 
week and wound up meekly at 
$6,200 


] 


on 


| Tradeshow Shorts Also 


Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44 )— | 


(fiost’ (WB). 
week, ‘Jungle Caval- 
unexciting $4,000 
(2,242: poe 
On! 
‘St he avoid 


iepiit AU 


a fi 


‘Smiling 
$5,000. Last 
cade’ (RKO), 
—s (Loew) 
Jel 1-Hy ’ (M-G) 
week, 
mova find 


SO-SO 


Hill 
Light 


Average | 


Warner Bros. is iasiiaii to trade- 


show its 1941-42 shorts, with the first 
national tradeshowing set for the 
ek of Sept. 8, in accordance with 
Warners’ policy product. 
Nine shorts are slated for the first 
S ny 
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Pitt Kid’ World Preem in Pitt, OK 96, 


‘Caroline -Frankie Masters $27,000 





Pittsburgh, Sept. 2. 

The Golden Triangle will live up 
to its name this week. Despite hot 
weather, the annual County Fair 
which will draw an estimated mil- 
lion people, and all the mills under 
defense order pressure operating all 
day Sunday and Labor day, there 
isn’t a downtown theatre that won't 
be in the black. Outstanding attrac- 
tions, solid selling, and more loose 
change in the pockets than ever be- 
fore will tell the story. 

Leading the money parade, the big 
Stanley is depending on flesh in the 
persons of Frankie Masters band, 
Jerry Colonna, and the Mills Bros. 
for a smash bill and gross. Despite 
critical reviews ‘Dr. Jekyll’ will give 
the Penn a potent week. 

For its opening week after a six- 
week summer shutdown, the Fulton 
chose ‘Pittsburgh Kid’ starring home- 
town hero Billy Conn. Big cam- 
paign aimed at sports fans via sports 
pages and including personal ap- 

earances opening day (Sat.) by 

onn sent house off to a fast start. 

‘Charley’s Aunt’ at the Senator is 
flirting with the record set by the 
first week of ‘Hold Ghost.’ ‘Life 
Andy Hardy’ in holdover week at 
Warner after solid session at Penn 
is ens an excellent account of it- 
self. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,600; 25-30- 
§0)—Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep)—World 
premiere opened house after six- 
week summer shutdown. Excellent 
ballyhoo built around Billy Conn, 
with the mayor proclaiming Conn 
Day, and Conn making appearances 
on opening day gave the house a big 
start. Heading for a_ substantial 
$9,000. 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G). Critics no- 
like but customers do. A superb 
$18,000 in prospect, maybe more. 
Last week, ‘Life Andy Hardy’ 
(M-G), bang-up $18,500. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘Man- 
power’ (WB). Third try after one 
week each at Penn and Warner. Still 
a little something left for this small- 
seater at $2,800. Last week, ‘Blos- 
soms Dust’ (M-G) fourth week 
downtown, excellent $2,800. 


Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th). Off to a 
flying start and heading for a great 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Hold Ghost’ 
(3d wk.). Buckled a bit under pres- 
sure of fresh opposition but passable 
at $3,900. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 25-40-60)— 
‘Life With Caroline’ (RKO). Plus 
Frankie Masters and orchestra, Jerry 
Colonna, Mills Bros., on stage. House 
has developed terrific momentum 
and stage show is a magnet for flesh 
hungry workers. Heading for a 
sizzling $27,000. Last week, ‘Kildare’s 
Wedding’ (M-G) and Lou Breese Or- 
chestra, Dennis Day, Brenda and Co- 
bina on stage up in the clouds at 
$27,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (2d wk.). 
Up there with the best of the Hardy 
series for a neat $8,000. Last week, 
‘Manpower’ (WB) okay $5,800 on 
move-over from Penn. 


Seattle Cool, B.0. Hot; 


i 








‘Ladies’ Great $10,500, 


‘Aunt’ Immense 12G Ste" 





Seattle, Sept. 2. 
Majority of major houses have 
new shows and they got a ‘double 
holiday’ break when it rained, 


m cooler weather holding down treks 


o the country and resorts. ‘Here 
Comes Mr. Jordan’ is new show at 
the Liberty. ‘Charley’s Aunt’ opened 
at the Paramount and ‘When Ladies 
Meet’ is at Fifth for a first stanza. 
‘Dragon’ surprised at B.M. and 
stays for a second. Palomar is giv- 
ing top attention to its stage show, 
with Fifi D’Orsay the hot one there. 
‘Dive Bomber’ did best gross in a 
blue moon at Orpheum opening 
week and roars along in its second 
week. 
Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—Dragon’ (RKO) and 
‘Meet Again’ (RKO) (2d wk). Big 
$3,000. Last week, same films, swell 
$4,700. 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 21-35) — 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and ‘Shepherd 
Hills’ (Par) (2d run). Excellent 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Bombay’ (M-G) 
and ‘Rage in Heaven’ (M-G) (2d 
run), nice $3,000. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 30-40- 
50)—‘When Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and 
‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G). Great 
$10,500. Last week, ‘Life Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Navy Blue, Gold’ 
(M-G) (2d wk), $6,000; big. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
“Mr. Jordan’ (Col). Big blasts in 


‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) and ‘Two 
in Taxi’ (Col) (2d wk), $4,200, big. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-50)— 
‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Navy 
Blue, Gold’ (M-G) (3d wk). Hot 
release from Fifth, swell $3,800. 
Last week, ‘Wild Geese’ (20th) and 
‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), dual, 3d 
week, socko $3,600. | 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-50) 
—Dive Bomber’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Great $6,700. Last week, same film, 
magnificent $10,500. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40)— 
‘Fiesta Stars’ (Rep) and ‘Rags to 
Riches’ (Rep) plus_ stage show, 
headed by Fifi D’Orsay. Big $5,800. 
Last week, ‘Bowery Blitz’ (Mono) 
and stage, Pollack Bros. circus, 
$7,800, smash. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-50) 
—Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Pri- 
vate Nurse’ (20th). Immense 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Caroline’ (RKO) 
and ‘Mad Doctor’ (Par), $6,100, good. 

Rocsevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 
50)—‘Hold Ghost’ (U) (4th wk). 
Nice $2,800. Last week, same film, 
$3,800, wonderful, 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (16-30) 
—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Ride on 
Vaquero’ (20th) (2d run). Trim 
$2,700. Last week, ‘Pot O’ Gold’ 
(UA) and ‘Singapore Woman’ (WB) 
(2d run), $2,500, big. 





Holidays Up Denver; 
Sun Valley’ $13,000, 
‘Aloma’ 126, ‘Kane’ 11G 


Denver, Sept. 2. 
Labor Day put the first-runs over 
the top here, with the Orpheum’s 
‘Citizen Kane’ and Denham’s ‘Aloma 
of the South Seas’ strong enough to 
holdover. Theatres packed after the 
laborites parade. 


Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 25-40)— 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB), after a week 
at the Denver. Nice $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Hold Ghost’ (U), after week 
at Denver, fine $5,500. 


Broadway (Fox) (1,040: 25-35-40) 
—Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Meet Again’ (RKO). After two 
weeks at the Orpheum. Fair $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), 
after a week each at Denver and 
Aladdin and day-and-date with 
Rialto, nice $4,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Aloma’ (Par). Giant $12,000, 
and is holding. Last week, ‘Parson 
Panamint’ (Par), poor $5,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40)— 
‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and ‘Queen’s 
Perfect Crime’ (Col). Superb $13,- 
000. Last week, ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB), 
fine $11,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 25-35-40) 
—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) and ‘Scat- 





tergood Broadway’ (RKO). Hefty 
$11,000, and is staying a second 
session. Last week, ‘Life Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Meet Again 
(RKO), fair $7.000 for second week. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 25-40)— 
‘Ruggles Red Gap’ (Par) (reissue) 


and ‘Broadway Limited’ (UA). Fine 
$5.500. Last week, ‘Puddin’ Head’ 
(Rep) and ‘Highway West’ (WB), 
strong $8,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878: 25-40)—Hold 
(U), after a week each at 
Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Robbers 
Range’ (RKO). Good $2.000. T-.st 
week, ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th). after 
a week each at Denver and Aladdin 
and day-and-date with the Broad- 
way, and ‘Deadly Game’ (Mono), 
| good $2,500. 
| 


| nS 


‘Fair Is Lone Lincoln 
Winner; ‘Aloma’ $3,500 


Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 2. 

State Fair is virtually the only 
winner in town this week with biz 
only so-so in the cinemas. Previous 
years exhibs have been able to 
pocket a little of the overflow but 
quality of the grandstand show 
(Barnes-Carruthers ‘Belles of Lib- 
erty’) has kept most of the after- 
dark coin at the fair grounds. 
‘Aloma of the South Seas’ is leading 
the pack. Variety, Noble-Federer 
owned subsequent house shuttered 
Sunday (31) and is now coming 
down to make way for a street ex- 
pansion project. Replacement house, 
State, may be ready Oct. 1. 


Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Girl Havana’ (Rep) 
and ‘Kid Santa Fe’ (PRC) split with 
‘Still Alive’ (RKO) and ‘Arizona 
Bound’ (Mono). Off key $800. Last 
week, ‘Arkansas Judge’ TRep) and 
‘Outlaws Grande’ (PRC) split with 
‘Meet Missus’ (Rep) and ‘Kansas 
Cyclone’ (Rep). Ditto. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503: 
10-25-40) —‘Aloma’ (Par). Tops the 








press, billboards and other stunts 
getting public attention, zooming} 
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list at okay $3,500. Last week, ‘Life 
Andy Hardy’ (M-G). Proved that 


mothinr Jace than sn enie can win 


extra time here and show a profit. 
Second week died at $1,900. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,- 
236; 10-15-20)—‘Old Colorado’ (Par) 
and ‘Father Son’ (WB). Just about 
average $1,600. Last week, ‘Kisses 
Breakfast’ (WB) and ‘Sleepers West’ 
(20th). Likewise. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; 
10-25-40) —‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G). 
Mild exploitation, mild $2,800. Last 
week. ‘Kildare Wedding’ (M-G). 
Pleasant surprise at $2,500. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
20-25)—Strange Alibi’ (WB) and 
‘Sons o’ Guns’ (WB). First got four 
days, latter five for $2,000, not too 
bad. ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) opens 
Wednesday (3). Last week, ‘Blondie 
Society’ (Col). Fairish $2,100. 


JEKYLL’ $40,500 
2 HUB SPOTS, 
KANE 206 


Boston, Sept. 2. 

‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ started 
off to standee biz at the Orpheum 
and stuck to character throughout 
most of the holiday weekend. Also 
doing big biz at the State. ‘Citizen 
Kane’ is a hefty ticket for the Keith 
Memorial, while the RKO-Boston, 
with stage show headed by Gypsy 
Rose Lee and Billy Gilbert, is run- 
ning about even with it. ‘Aloma 
of the South Seas’ is more or less 
shipwrecked, but garnering some 
coin from the holiday influx. 

Metropolitan is mulling — stage 
shows this season, but thus far is 
planning them only for occasional 
weeks when big names are avail- 
able. 








Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-33-44-55- 
65)—Private Nurse’ (20th). With 
stage show headed by Gypsy Rose 
Lee, nifty $22,000. Last week, ‘Lady 
Scarface’ (RKO) and Abbott and 
Costello on stage, $30,100, terrific. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 28-39-44- 
55)—Dive Bomber’ (WB) and ‘Pas- 
sage Hongkong’ (WB) (both con- 
tinued from two weeks at Met). 
Around $5,000 indicated, okay. Last 
week, ‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) and 
‘Forced Landing’ (Par), $3,800. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 28- 
39-44-55)—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) and 
‘Scattergood Broadway’ (RKO), tak- 
ing $20,000, hefty and holdover. Last 
week, third stanza for ‘Hold That 
Ghost’ (U) and ‘Accent on Love’ 
(20th), good $13,500. 

Metrepolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Aloma’ (Par) and ‘Bride 
Wore Crutches’ (20th). Flirting 
with hefty $16,500. Last week, ‘Dive 
Bomber’ (WB) and ‘Passage Hong- 
kong’ (WB), second week, $14,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Jekyll and Hyde’ ‘(M-G) and 
‘Whistling in Dark’ (M-G), shaping 
up for a smash $22,000. Last week, 
‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G)_ and 
‘Queen Perfect Crime’ (Col), hold- 
over, $15,500, terrif. 


Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and 


‘Passage Hongkong’ (WB) (both con- 
tinued from two weeks at Met), oke 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Bad Men Mis- 
souri’ (WB) and ‘Forced Landing’ 





(Par), $6,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55) 
—Jekyll and Hyde’ (M-G) and 
‘Whistling in Dark’ (M-G), headed 
for possible $18,500, very big. Last 
week, ‘Life Andy Hardw’ (M-G) and 


‘Queen Perfect Crime’ (Col) (2d 
wk), $11,000, good. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 15-25- 
44)—‘Cock of Air’ (UA) (revival) 
and ‘Two in Taxi’ (Col), marking 
time at $2,000 gait. Last week, ‘Give 
Me a Sailor’ (Par) (revival) and 
‘Officer and Lady’ (Col) (1st run), 
| $3,100, good. 


| 
| 





FAIR SOCKS INDPLS. 


‘Ladies’ Nice $9,000 — ‘Sons Guns’ 
Plus Del Courtney 11G 





Indianapolis, Sept. 2. 
Ordinarily the extra holiday would 
keep the turnstiles spinning over an 
extended weekend, but theatre man- 
agers this year again have the com- 
petition of the Indiana State Fair, 
always a sellout. So the final count 
will be just about average. Loew’s 
and Indiana are dividing top coin 
among the film houses, former dual- 
ing ‘When Ladies Meet’ and ‘The 
Get Away’ and latter playing ‘Dive 
Bomber,’ single feature. Circle is 
doing all right with ‘Aloma of the 
South Seas’ and ‘World Premiere.’ 
Lyric is in the black with ‘Three 
Sons O’ Guns’ on the screen and 
Del Courtney orch on the stage. 
Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Aloma’ (Par) and ‘World Pre- 
miere’ (Par), okay $7,500. Last 


week, ‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Dance 
Hall’ (20th) about the same with 
$7,400. 
Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100: 25-30- 
(Continued on page 41) 








FORTE PORTLAND 


‘Bomber’ Record $10,000 on Second 
Stanza—Ladies Meet’ 8G 








Portland, Ore., Sept. 2. 

‘Dive Bomber’ is heading for a 
record-breaking figure while ‘Char- 
ley’s Aunt’ and ‘When Ladies Meet’ 
are giving the whole fown a strong 
tone. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50) — ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and 
‘Broadway Limited’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Still going big for a record $10,000. 
First week took a terrific $11,000. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen (1,500; 
$5-40-50)—‘Charley’s Aun? (20th) 
and ‘Very Young Lady’ (20th), move- 
over of ‘Aunt’ from Paramount for 
fourth week. Strong $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and 
‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G), closed third 
stanza for okay $3,500. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,800; 35-40-50) 
—Aloma’ (Par) and ‘Blondie So- 
ciety’ (Col) going over for a nice 
$5,600. Last week, ‘Caroline’ (RKO) 
and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th) satisfactory 
$6,500. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 
—Wild Geese’ (20th) and ‘Nurse’s 
Secret’ (WB). Good enough at $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) 
and ‘Bride Crutches’ (20th), ended 
third week for a high $6,800. and 
moved to the Mayfair. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—‘When Ladies Meet’ (M-G) 
and ‘Rookies on Parade’ (Rep). In 
line for great $8,000. Last week, 
‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘High- 
way West’ (WB) closed second week 
for oke $5,500. 


Heat Wallops Mpls.; 
‘Sunny -Scandals 166, 
‘Aloma’ Medium 736 


Minneapolis, Sept. 8. 


Unexpected return of hot weather 
is probably responsible for current 
boxoffice let-down. Taking many 
people out of town, Labor Day 
weekend holiday isn’t any help 
either, and the State Fair, winding 
up, also takes a toll. However, con- 
ditions still are fairly healthy. 


Combination of George White's 
‘Scandals’ on the stage and the film, 
in front. It’s a strong bill. The 
fact that stage shows have been in- 
frequent in recent weeks aids its 
pulling power. 

Amen the straight lm new- 
comers both ‘Parson of Panamint’ 
and ‘Aloma of South Seas’ are hold- 
ing up well. There’s a trio of hold- 
overs, ‘Life Begins for Andy Mardy,’ 
‘Moon Over Miami’ and ‘Wild Oats,’ 
with the first-named in the lead. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
‘White Zombie’ (Indie) (reissue) and 








‘Wide Open Town’ (Par) and 
‘Queen’s Perfect Crime’ (Col) and 
‘Kisses for Breakfast’ (WB). First 


pair headed for good $1,500 in five 
days. Latter pair open Tuesday (2) 
for four days. Last week, ‘Getaway’ 
(M-G) and ‘Her First Beau’ (Col), 
satisfactory $1,009 for five days. 


Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44)— 
‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Moved here from State after big 


week there. Big $4,700 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) (2d 
wk), mild $3,100 after good $9,300 
first week at State. 

Esquire (Berger) (290; 28-44)— 
‘Wild Oats’ (Indie) and ‘Sun Wor- 
shippers’ (Indie), with Mrs. Jardine 
| McCree, sex lecturer (2d wk). Going 
|hard after sex seekers. Looks like 
satisfactory $700. Last week, big 


$1,500. 
Gopher (P-S) (998; 28)—‘Parson 
of Panamint’ (Par). Heavily ex- 


ploited and may reach mild $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G), 
$3,000, satisfactory. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 39-44-55)— 
‘Sunny’ (RKO) and George White’s 
‘Scandals’ on stage. Picture holding 
up its boxoffice end and _ should 
share in credit for draw. Stage 
show liked. Stretching to big $16,- 
000, very good, all things considered, 
Last week, ‘Moon Over Miami’ 
(20th), mild $6,000 in eight days. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44)— 
‘Aloma’ (Par). Heavily advertised 
and selling appeal built on sexy 
angle. Getting stronger male than 
feminine play, although roughly 
handled by some critics, Light 
$7,000 looks about all. Last week, 
‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G), big $9,500. 
é Uptown (Par) (1,300; 28-39)—‘Met 
in Bombay’ (M-G). First neighbor- 
hood showing. En route to fair 
$2,800. Last week, ‘Caught Draft’ 
(Par). First neighborhood showing. 
Very big $4,000. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350: 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Moon Miami’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Here after eight days at 
Orpheum and not so forte at $1,000. 
Last week, ‘Shining Victory’ (WB), 
light $1,200. 











Whistling’-Bernie Hefty $24,000 In 
Philly; Jekyll 166, Bomber’ Big H.0 





PhiJadelphia, Sept. 2. 
With wickets getting a nice work- 
out over the long week-en@, Mere’s 
a cheery note along Philly’s film 
rialto this sesh. Although there was 


‘a heavy stream of citizens out of 


town for the last fling of summer, 
there also were plenty who stuck 
close to home because of the can- 
cellation of holiday leaves by de- 
fense plants. 

Netting the biggest take is the 
Earle with ‘Whistling in the Dark’ 
plus Ben Bernie and stage show. 
The combo was aided by a special 
midnight showing on Sunday night, 
Also in the blue chips are ‘Sun Val- 
ley Serenade,’ ‘Wild Geese Calling,’ 
‘Dr. Jekyll’ and the holdover of ‘Dive 
Bomber.’ 

The week also marked the reopen. 
ing of the Aldine, downtown deluxer, 
shuttered all summer. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Our Wife’ (Col). Teeoff week for 
the Chestnut street house is good for 
$10,000, par for this course. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Kiss Boys’ (Par) (2d run) (2d 
wk). Five days of this run netted a 
poor $1,200. First week of the sec- 
ond run showing okay $3,500. ‘Ring- 
side Malsie’ (M-G) opened yesterday 
(Mon). 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G). Chiller connecte 
ing for satisfactory $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
skidded on its second round to mild- 
ish $9,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—Whistling Dark’ (M-G) with Ben 
Bernie, and Brenda and Cobina 
heading stage show. Hefty $24,000 
thanks to an extra midnight show 
Sunday night. Last week, ‘Parson 
Panamint’ (Par) with Cab Calloway 
good for $21,500. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)~ 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) (2d wk). Hold- 
over still getting the trade with good 
$12,000 in the tills. Opening week, a 
chirpy $19,500. 

Kariton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
— Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Just even with the board with $4,500. 
Last week ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th 
slightly under with $4,000 for secon 


run. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Hold Ghost’ (U) (2d run). _ Sti 
plenty of vitamins with okay $5,00 
for this. Last week, ‘Caroline’ 
(RKO), plenty punko for $3,000 on 
second-run try. 

Stanley (WB) (2.916; 35-46-57-68) 
—Sun Valley’ (20th). Gien Miller 
fans pepping this one up to oe 
$16,500. Last week. ‘Hold Ghost’ (U), 
disappointing $9,500 for holdover 
sesh. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57)-- 
‘Wild Geese’ (20th). Solid $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Kildare Wedding Day’ 
(M-G) cleared the tape with $4,500. 


Vanities-‘Battalion’ 
Smash $23,000, Cleve; 
‘Jekyll’ Smart $17,500 


Cleveland, Sept. 2. 


After a lean summer, the Palace is 
back in the big league again wit 
vaude. Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities,’ 
backed by ‘Parachute Battalion,’ ia 
keeping the turnstiles whirling with 
the RKO deluxer heading for $23,000. 

Ideal weather conditions also are 

alvanizing ‘Dr. Jekyll’ at the State 
or a socky figure, with ‘Hold That 
Ghost’ at Hipp nearly stepping on 
its heels in a close race. It looks 
like the beginning of a theatrical 
boom in every stand. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000: 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th). Knocking 
"em over on moveover, and assured 
of around $7,000 and h.o. Last week 
‘Manpower’ (WB) (3d wk), smart 
$5,500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42 
55)—‘Hold Ghost’ (U). Rolling up 
a sizzling $17,000, doing the best 
matinee biz in town. Last week, 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) beat the pre- 
me jinx by nabbing a fine $13,- 


Palace (RKO) (3,700: ere 








66)—‘Parachute Battalion’ and Ear 
Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ on stage. Initia 
flesh show of season is potent dynas 
mite, with house uncorking every 
ballyhoo trick in its repertory. 
Standee line started first day and 
holding up so consistently that a 
smash $23,000 is in sight. Last week, 
‘Caroline’ (RKO), nice $8,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G). Ribbed by 
cricks, but the Spencer Tracy name 
{s pulling it up to smart $17,500, 
with the aid of shrewd selling. Last 
week, ‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
copped more than satisfactory $10,- 
000 on second round. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Red Skelton’s caught on like 
wildfire here, due to local vaude 
dates, pleasing $5,000. Last week it 
landed $8,000. 
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‘Ghost’ Grabs Top Det. Coin, $24,000: 


‘Aloma’ Okay 176; ‘Jekyll Big $14,000 


Detroit, Sept. 2. 
Continuing to run strong, this | 


town’s five first-runs are set to} 
garner a tidy $75,000 this week | 
helped by the added holiday. Bulk 


of the money seems headed for the 
Fox where Abbott and Costello in 
‘Hold That Ghost,’ paired with ‘Tillie 
the Toiler’ is the continuation of a 
stream of comedies which have hit 
the house. This bill may fall short 
of Jack Benny’s ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
which preceded it for two weeks. 

United Artists got away to a strong 
start in its initial week with ‘Jekyll 
and Hyde’ and ‘Whistling in the 
Dark,’ which promises plenty of 
holdover time in next few weeks. 
Michigan is hitting above average 
with ‘Aloma of South Seas’ and ‘Pot 
o’ Gold.’ 

‘Charley’s Aunt,’ after two strong 
weeks at the Fox, still is showing 
plenty in its switch to the Adams 
while the Palms-State has taken over 
the Michigan's ‘Life Begins for Andy 
Hardy’ and ‘Ringside Maisie.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
—Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) (34 wk) | 

nd ‘Officer and Lady’ (Col). Still 

risk at $8,000. Last week, “Tom, 

Dick’ (RKO) (4th wk) and ‘For 

Beauty’s Sake’ (20th), o.k. $5,500. 
Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 











55)—‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Tillie 
Toiler’ (Col). Choice $24,000. Last 
week, ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and 


$19,000 behind a terrific $30,000 in its 
first week. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; | 
80-40-55) —‘Aloma’ (Par) and ‘Pot of | 

old’ (UA). O.k. $17,000. Last week, | 
Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Ring- | 
side Maisie’ (M-G), smash $20,000. | 

Palms - State (United Detroit) 
Hic) 30-40-55) —‘Life Andy Hardy’ 


‘Dance Hall’ (20th) (2d wk), healthy | 


M-G) and ‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) 
Slick $12,000 coming up. 
‘Kiss Boys’ 
(3d wk), 


2d wk). 
Last 
Fog’ 
$7,500. 
United Artists (United Detroit) 
000; 30-40-55)—‘Jekyll and Hyde’ 
M-G) and ‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G). 
eopened for the season is making a 
ig start with $14,000 in sight. 


‘Sun Valley’ Swell 106, 
In Okay Omaha; ‘Kane’ 


(Par) and | 


week, 
satisfactory 


(WB) 





| Valley 


| Ghost’ 


. 


546, ‘Aloma’ Big $8,900, 


Omaha, Sept. 2. 
Grosses very good here with ‘Sun 


alley Serenade’ and ‘Accent on 
ve’ at the Orpheum going nicely. 


tizen Kane’ and ‘Repent at Leis-| 


also do- 
Point 


ure’ at the Brandeis are 
ing okay. ‘Aloma’ and ‘West 


idow’ at the Omaha are good for| 


above average grosses. 
Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
40)—‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and ‘Accent 
on Love’ (20th). Swell $10,000. 
ast week, ‘Million Dollar Baby’ on 
Screen and Gene Krupa band and 
acts on stage, smash $20,850 at 10-40- 
Se, 





Key City Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week...... .. +» $1,828,106 
(Based on 24 cities, 165 thea- 
tres, chiefty first runs, including 
se F 
Total Gross Same Week 
CP i. Aeeerer re $1,858,600 
(Based on 25 cities, 167 theatres) 


JEKYLL’ $10,000 








IN LUSTY KC. 


Kansas City, Sept. 2. 
Labor Day week is being greeted 
by a royal straight flush, with every 


films. 
two 


Fox first-runners, and ‘Dr. 


| Jekyll’ at the Midland opened on 
| regular 
| brought in ‘Aloma of the South Seas’ 
lon Monday, and Orpheum was al- 


opening days. Newman 


ready in the swim with ‘Tom, Dick 
and Harry’ holding over for a strong 
second week. Town’s tctal will be 
one of the better ones of the year. 
Extended playing time is on the 
docket for ‘Sun Valley,’ ‘Aloma’ and 
‘Tom, Dick,’ latter likely going a 
third, very unusual here. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)—‘Sun 
Serenade’ (20th) day and 
dating in both spots. 
ly and week will be one of best in 
months at $10,750. Last week, ‘Hold 
(U) played a second week, 
light $4,500. 
Midland 
—' Jekyll-Hyde’ 
a Million’ (UA). 
ing okay at $10,000. 
Jordan’ (Col) and ‘Dare Not 
(Col), above average at $8,500. 
Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 
28-44) —‘Manpower’ 
over for five days and coupled with 
‘Parson Panamint’ 
try on a dual bill for that 
week. Combo, light $2,800. 
South Seas’ (Par) opened solo on 
Labor Day. Last week, ‘Manpower’ 
(WB), pleasant $7,300. 


(Loew’s) 
(M-G) 
Tracy picture do- 


Love’ 


short 








: “ ~~ | Bowman Field close by, is practically 
regular film house playing attractive | 


‘Sun Valley Serenade’ in the | 





Shining bright- | 


| up 


‘Aloma’ Leads L’ville 
$8,500; Jekyll’ Big 86, 
‘York’ Robust 2d Wk. 


Louisville, Sept. 2. 

Three-day holiday gave plenty of 
localites an opportunity to gas up the 
old jalopy and hit the road for a last 
weekend trip before school and the 
daily grind set in, but the Labor Day 
holiday also discovered a good por- 
tion of the population staying in 
town to patronize the downtown first 


runs. H.o.’s continue to get the top 
rating of the current pix, with the 
new product nothing to write home 


about. ‘Aloma of South Seas’ is 
bringing ‘em in in fine style, but 
otherwise ‘Andy Hardy’ at the 


Brown (3d wk.) and ‘Sgt. York’ at 
the Mary Anderson (2d wk) are the 
attention getters. 

National reopens Friday (5) with 
a policy of musical shows and pix, 
three shows daily. Town has been 
barren of live talent shows for quite 
a spell and venture at the National 
should be timely, particularly with 
town populated by a large number 
of defense workers who have the 
coin to spend for live talent shows. 
Soldier trade, with Fort Knox and 


nil as far as being a b.o. factor is 
concerned, 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40 )—‘Life Andy Hardy’ | 


(M-G) and ‘Queen Perfect Crime’ 
(Col). Stepping into third down- 
town week, and still catching a 


healthy b.o. trade. Pacing for ex- 
cellent $2,500 after last week’s fine 
$3,500. 


‘Aloma’ L.A. Opening Tops $26,000: 
‘Sun Valley’ Big $33,000 in 2 Spots, 
Bomber’ $23,500 on Two H.0. Runs 











Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—Blood Sand’ (20th) and ‘Night in 
Lisbon’ (Par). Bumper biz over La- 
bor Day holiday and promises to 
hold to usual steady pace thereafter, 
pointing toward fine $1,700. Last 
week, ‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Fog’ (WB), 
pulled better than average $1,500. 


Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,300; 15- 
30-40) — ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) and 
‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G). Wrapped 

big holiday biz, and can take 


| things easy the balance of the week 


(4,101; 10-28-44) | 
and ‘Tanks } 


Last week, ‘Mr. | 


| 


10- | 
(WB) gets held} plenty of shekels, and h.o. stanza is 


(Par) as new en-| 


‘Aloma | 


| strong 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) ‘em in plenty strong. Will be town’s | 


Excellent $8,000. Last week, ‘Mr. | 
Jordan’ (Col) and ‘Tillie Toiler’ 


(Col), strongly rated by cricks and 


managed fine $8,200. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
$1-62-30)—‘Sgt. York’ (WB). Eight | 
days on first stanza brought in| 


following through in first-class man- | 
ner. Currently pacing for fine $6,-| 
000, after last week’s terrific $11,000. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- | $5,000. Last week, ‘Life Andy Hardy’ $12,500. 


(Par) and ‘Flying | 
Dorothy Lamour is 
name, and puiling 


30-40 )—‘Aloma’ 
Blind’ (Par). 
marquee 


—Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and ‘Highway | b.o. topper this week, with h.o.’s in | 


West’ (WB) (2d wk). Rogers is the 
reason for big biz,- and film has 
earned this second week extension. 


Top heavy $7,000. Last week, the 
first for same bill, lusty $9,250. 
Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 


‘Bachelor Daddy’ (U) on screen with 


stage vaude bill. Film helping to 
| better than average $6,500. Last 
| week ‘Private Nurse’ (20th) and 


Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10-| 
25-35-40) —‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) and | 


‘Repent Leisure’ (RKO), $5,500, good. 
Last week, ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and 
‘Hurry, Charlie’ (RKO) second week, 
Okay $4,000. 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30- 
40)—‘Aloma’ (Par) and_ ‘Point 
Widow’ (Par), big $8.900. Last week, 
‘Manpower’ (WB) and ‘Beauty 


Sake’ (20th), light $7,500. 
State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25) 


‘Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Rookies Pa- 
rade’ ‘Fep) split with ‘Lady Chey- 
enne’ (U), ‘Blondie Society’ (Col) 
Underground’ (WB), fair $900. Last 
week, ‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and 
‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) split with 
Washington Melodrama’ (M-G), 


Flight Destiny’ (WB) and ‘Time for 
Rhythm’ (Col), good $1,000. 
Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
Bow Open Town’ (Par), ‘Caught | 
raft’ (Par) and ‘Man Lost Self’ 
(U) split triple with ‘Thundering! 
Frontier’ (Col), ‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par) | 


and Desert Bandit’ (Rep), ‘Blood| 
Sand’ (20th), ‘Parole Fixer’ (Par), | 
op improved $1,000. Last week, | 
“" Mates’ (Rep), ‘Fog’ (WB) | 
and ‘ outh Panama’ (PRC), triple} 
split with ‘Arizona Gang’ (PRC),| 


‘Devil Bat’ (PRC) and ‘Outlaws Rio’ 
(PRC), ‘Model Wife’ (U), ‘Farmer’s 
Daughter’ (Par), fair $850. 


Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
erg) (960-600-300; 25) — ‘Dictator’ 

JA), ‘Rookies Parade’ (Rep) split! 
With ‘Lady Cheyenne’ (U), ‘Blondie | 
ociety’ (Col) and ‘Underground’ | 
(WB) 800d $1,000. Last week, | 
Caught Draft’ (Par), ‘Woman's 
¥ace (M-G) split with ‘Washington 
Melodrama (M-G), ‘Flight Destiny’ 
(WB) and ‘Time for Rhythm’ (Col), 
890d $1,000. . 


| VARIETY 


| cago. 


vaude, average $6,000, 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


the other houses the only opposish. 
Last week, 
‘Private 


Headed for strong $8,500. 
‘Wild Geese’ (20th) and 
Nurse’ (20th), fairish $6,500. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 
15-30-40)—‘Woman Is Mine’ (U) and 
‘Hello Sucker’ (U). Aiming at aver- | 


age $3,200. Last week, ‘Caroline’ 
(RKO) and ‘Men Timberland’ (U) 


| well liked by critics and tabbed all | 


right $3,000. 


| second 


|‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (3d run).| 
| Okay $3,600. 


| (Col), dandy $10,000, 


» ——_____ 


Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
Bem WOGR. cos eisscace $420,400 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year......... . +. .8424,000 
(Based on 11 theatres) 


‘SERENADE’ 146 
CINCY LEADER 


Cincinnati, Sept. 2. 

With Labor Day working in its) 
b.o. bulge, biz by and large in, 
cinema center is in holiday stride 
and a few degrees up over last week. | 
Current top-coin tuggers are ‘Sun | 
Valley Serenade,’ in the Palace, and | 
‘Citizen Kane’ at the Albee, both| 
with great marks, with Sonja Henie 
pix in front. 

Estimates for This Week 











Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO). Excellent 
| $13,000. Same last week with ‘Dive | 
Bomber’ (WB). | 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)—| 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB). Moveover 
from Albee for second week. Slow 


Last wgek, ‘Hold Ghost’ (U), | 
week of switchover, fair | 


$4,000. 


$3,500. 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)—‘San 


| Antonio Rose’ (U) and ‘Officer and} 
Lady’ (Col), split with ‘Rawhide | 
Rangers’ (U) and ‘Bullets O’Hara’ 
(WB). Nice $2,100. Last week, | 
‘Desperate Cargo’ (PRC) and ‘Ac-| 
cent on Love’ (20th), divided with) 
‘Dance Hall’ (20th) and ‘Fugitive | 


Valley’ (Mono), okay $2,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50) ao | 
‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col). Transferred 
from Palace for second week. Nifty 


(M-G) (2d run), swell $5,200. | 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
—This Woman Is Mine’ (U). Poor | 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Manpower’ (WB) 
(2d run), dull $2,800. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50) —| 


Last week, ‘Charley’s| 
Aunt’ (20th), second moveover and | 
fourth week on front line, all right 
$3,000. | 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50) —| 
‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th). Wham 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Mr, Jordan’ 








NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Sonja Henie Cutting Figures, ‘Dive Bomber’ Soars, ‘Aloma’| 


Hot—Good Reports on ‘Jekyll,’ 


With the start of the new film season and the re- | Washington and 

" oy of * 

lease generally in key spots of strong product, film ns 
, . Vieanwniie, tn 
ae oe een taxed to the limit of theil s 
theatres of the nation were taxed tO tre limit Of tneir | _. we in the 


capacities by weekend holiday crowds. 
was to handle the crush, it 


. ¥ Tt 
Staffs, V 


hose job it 
day of labor—and no foolin’, 


From key cities in every 
correspondents report 


the boxoffice. 
attendance and receipts. 
Hall. 


not yet in sight. 
Excellent business 


section 


universal 
Holdover films in many first runs in 


the current week are topping earlier stanzas both in 
Standout, of course, is the 


all-time new, second week record at Radio City Music 
‘Little Foxes’ (Goldwyn-RKO) turned in a giant 
$120,000, following initial $114,000, And end of the run 


is credited to the 


To the house ‘Dive Bomber’ 


was a tre holdover 
| Boston. It opene 
ia new 


- 4} co + 

oO ne country, j ’ . 
Sar os we had ’em standing 
upsurge at 


‘Aloma of the 


(M-G) 


new films. | Chicago. 


Denver, is heartening to RKO sales | 


smiles with $26,000 opening at the Metropolitan, 
Angeles, and was satisfactory in more than a dozen 
other important keys. 

Latest of the Hardy series, ‘Life Begins for Andy’ 
maintains a fast pace. 
$22,500; holdovers in Pittsburgh, ’Frisco, Detroit and |town has had all summer. 


| nile attendance. 
| through better than 


| mint’ 


Los Angeles, Sept. 2. 

‘Sun Valley Serenade’ is topping 
the town in the straight picture divi- 
sion, turning in a big $33,000 for the 
combined State and Chinese. ‘Aloma 
of the South Seas,’ with a stage show 
at the Paramount, is ringing the bell 
for a swell $26,000. 

‘My Life With Caroline’ picked up 
smartly over the weekend and is 
heading for a good $23,000 at Pan- 
tages and RKO. 


Nice weather failed to dent picture 
house receipts, a-large portion of the 
holiday throngs staying in town over 
Labor Day weekend to give business 
a strong upward push. Mail carriers’ 
convention and parade crowds rated 
as heiping. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,615: 83- 
$1.10-$1.65 )—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (31st 
wk). Showing remarkable strength 
with $7,000 in sight due to the Labor 
Day weekend, which is upping juve- 
Last week came 
expected at 





$5,900. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034: 
30-44-55-75 )—‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and 
‘Charlie Chan Rio’ (20th). Strong 
opening with holiday mobs giving 
this combo excellent $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Our Wife’ (Col) and ‘Richest 
Man Town’ (Col), so-so $9,200. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
—‘Dive Bomber’ (2d wk). Rolling 
up hefty $12,500 on holdover as a 
singleton. Last week wound up with 
smash $14,900. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 30-44- 


55)—‘Stars Look Down’ (M-G). Neat 
$4,000 on initial week. Last week, 
‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) (6th wk) 


completed run with poor $2,650. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) (2d wk). Ap- 
proximately $11,000 in the bag on re- 
peat. Last week, also solo, rang up 
nifty $14,000. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 
—‘Passage Hongkong’ (WB) and 
‘Sweetheart of Campus’ (Col). With 
Nick Lucas topping stage show, good 
$9,500. Last week, ‘Reluctant Dragon’ 


(RKO) and ‘Hit Road’ (U), with 
| stage show, approximately $7,800, 
| n.s.h. 

Pantage (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— 


‘Caroline’ (RKO) and ‘Time for 
Rhythm’ (Col). Running up robust 
Last week, ‘Hold Ghost’ (U) 
(3d wk) and ‘Meet Again’ (RKO), 
slumped to slightly under $5,000, 
poor. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Aloma’ (Par) and stage show 
packing ’em in to the tune of over 
$26,000. Last week, ‘Parson Pana- 
(Par) and ‘This Way Please’ 
(RKO), with Ethel Waters (3d wk) 
and Ear] Hines on stange, ended with 
strong $18,500. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-44-55)— 
‘Caroline’ (RKO) and ‘Time Out for 
Rhythm’ (Col). Pointing to a swell 
(U) 





‘Kane’ and Craw ford-Taylor 


$11,000. Last week, ‘Hold Ghost’ 

(3d wk) and ‘Saint’s Vacation’ 
(RKO), brought $8,500, better than 
expected on the third week of the 
Abbott and Costello starrer. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204: 30-44- 
55-75) —’Sun Valley’ (20th) and 
‘Charlie Chan Rio’ (20th). Mighty 
strong $19,000. Last week, ‘Our 
Wife’ (Col) and ‘Richest Man in 
Town’ (Col), fair $10,600. 
| United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100: 
30-44-55) — ‘Our Wife’ (Col) and 
| ‘Richest Man in Town’ (Col). Not so 


good $2,500. Last week, ‘Life Andy 


Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Private Nurse’ 
(20th), oke $4,700. 

| Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-44-55) 
|—Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (2d wk) 
land ‘Broadway Limited’ (UA) A 
healthy $6,000 with this moveover 


ultimate releases of the 1940-41 sea- 


swooped to $23,500 in a two thea- 


in Los Angeles, and 12G in third week in 


1 in Washington to $21,500, touched 


second week record at $10,000 in Portland, and 
in Baltimore, $16,000. 


‘ALOMA’ TROPICAL SMILES TO B.0. 


brought tropic 
os 


South Seas’ (Par) 


In Washington, sock 


Sonja Henie is skating on solid ice in ‘Sun Valley’ 
(20th), which has started big in Kansas City, Cincin- 
nati, Los Angeles, Denver and half a dozen other cities. 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (M-G) bowled over bad newspaper 
criticisrns to a smash 18G in Pittsburgh, big $14,000 in 


| Baltimore, and giant $40,500 in two houses in Boston. 


Strong also in Cleveland, Washington and Louisville. 
‘Charley's Aunt’ (20th), already out several weeks, 
held to $35,000 in third week in Chicago, opened to 
capacity $12,000 in Seattle, and knocked off 17G in 
Newark. 

There is keen interest in first popular price show- 
ngs of ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), which reached $22,000 
and a holdover in Frisco; an excellent $13,000 in Cin- 
-innati: $20,000 in Boston and a terrif $20,000 in Chi- 
These bookings, plus sturdy business in Omah 





a 
Woma 
' - 


And from Los Angeles comes figures of $23,500 for 
‘Life with Caroline’ (RKO) in two theatres, indicating 
approval of Ronald Colman’s new film. 

Boxoffice closeups. ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) won in 
competition against sunshine and ocean at seashore 
bookings in Atlantic City and Asbury Park. ‘Ser- 
geant York’ (WB) had a good second week at upped 
admissions in Louisville. ‘Here Comes Mr. Jordai’ 
(Col) full-fledged holdover in Providence, Cincinnati 
and Frisco. ‘Hold That Ghost’ (U) led Detroit with 
$24,000. ‘Fantasia’ (Disney-RKO) passed its 3lst week 


| at the Carthay Circle, L.A. ‘When Ladies Meet’ (M-G) 


starting strong in first few bookings, which means that 
Joan Crawford is in a sturdy sequel to ‘Scarface 
n.’ She’s teamed with Robert Taylor. 


| house repeating a picture for the firs 
upper money brackets everywhere. | time in months and showing the 
(WB) 


> 
UA 
| (Hal Roach) streamliner first-run 
| Last week, ‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
| and ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), excellent 
$6,400 on moveover. 





SUN VALLEY? JEKYLL’ 
$7,000 EACH, MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Sept. 2. 
| This is the best all-round week the 





| Bullish takes are plentiful. 

Looks like ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ 
and ‘Dr, Jekyli and Mr. Hyde’ will 
| give the two Loew houses a slender 
|margin over the Malco’s ‘Aloma of 
the South Seas.’ 

Warner is vamping nicely with 
second stanza of ‘Dive Bomber.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) (2d wk). Broke 
|the year’s record on first week and 
| is holding strong to likely $3,000 on 
ih.o. Last week, a booming $9,000 
| Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)—- 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (M-G). Yes-and- 
ino reaction from press and public 
on this one. b will ci i wamatere 
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NAZIS AID FRENCH FILM PRODUCTION, 
REALIZING SALE OF OWN PIX IS FUTILE 





Commendable Progress 


panies Though It’s Still a Far Cry From the 


Old Days 


Made by Gallic Com- 





Paris, Sept. 2. 

With the first full pic season of 
the post-armistice period gone into 
limbo, France finds herself a long 
cry from the proud position she once 
occupied in the cinematographic 
world both for 
qualitative production. 

Whatever progress has been regis- 


quantitative and 


tered is quite commendable, however, 
The wiil to produce, the will to 
maintain former high standards and 
the will to give expression to a par- 
tially gagged voice despite the many 
obstacles encountered, is growing 
with each succeeding day. 

For the Nazis, the French pict in- 
dustry could be a very useful thing, 
indeed. As France would be per- 
manently added to the list of nations 
in the totalitarian lineup, its cinema 


would become another powerful ve- 
hicle for fascist propaganda. Fur- 
thermore, French cinema, for which 
the Germans have a healthy respect. 
could be made to produce a rich har- 
vest of earnings for German capital. 
The Germans already directly con- 
tro] all the industry in the occupied 
zone and indirectly that of the free 
zone. After victory this temporary 
state of affairs could be made per- 
manent. 

A Frenchman close to the trade 
revealed to VARIETY that the Ger- 
mans have proved to be pretty good 
psychologists in the pic biz: They 
have realized that the continent, 
which they control with their army 
and power politics, cannot be brow- 
beaten into spending to see Nazi 
pix. So they have gone ahead 
and encouraged French producers— 
as they have done in Spain, Italy and 
other countries where German pic 
money is invested—to turn out films 
of purely national vintage, appar- 
ently foreign of any German influ- 
ences. 

French and German-French fa- 
caded firms have been active since 
the fateful armistice was signed in 
June, 1940. Continental has become 
the most powerful and active Ger- 
man-controiled Freneh firm in the 
occupied zone, 

20 Pix Completed 


In the year that has followed the 
armistice some 20 pix have been 
completed in French studios. Of this 
number about five were started be- 


decreed that it will advance as much 
as 65% of the film cost of production 
if the producer can show proof of 
needing and meriting it. Naturally, 
the scenario, director and acting tal- 
ent must be acceptable, and producer 
himself must smell right, politically 
and socially. In many cases, how- 
ever, it will bring aid’ to the small 
but talented and  square-shooting 
producer. 
Tough to Submit 

Some of the high-ranking meggers 
of the old order may find it rather 
tough submitting to the dictates of 
the Vichy lords. In desiring to pre- 
serve some independence they may 
be liquidated in favor of more medi- 
ocre talent which favors collabora- 
tion with the new order. The only 
hope remaining is that good old 
French common sense and the laissez 
faire mentality has not been com- 
pletely crushed. 

Legislation recently passed cur- 
tails the length of feature pix and 
taboos double-feature programs, 
with object of spurring on produc- 
tion of documentary and other short 
features. This legislation becomes 
effective this week. 

From this week on, too, programs in 
the free zone will have a documentary 
or newsreel and an animated or 
short feature for the first half of the 
program and a long-footage feature 
for the second half. This policy has 
been in effect in the occupied zone 
since last June 1. Length of long- 
footage feature pix after Aug. 27 in 
both zones were reduced to 4,225 
feet, with the entire program limited 
to 12,350 feet. Before Aug. 27 pro- 
grams had already been limited to 
13,975 feet and feature films to 5,850 
feet. This naturally necessitated 
much shearing of already completed 
films and a complete revision of pic- 
tures on the lot or about to go on 
the lot, while it will alter the con- 
ception of film production in the 
future. 


HOLD UP GONE 
FOREIGN DATES 


Despite the fact that ‘Gone With 

















Selling Slow 


as 
through until October or November 
—some even December. Many in- 
stances are reported where exhibs 
have 50 to 60 new features currently 
on hand, being films due them under 
the 1940-41 contracts or new pic- 
tures from indies or non-consent 
companies. There are thousands of 
such subsequent-run accounts in the 
U. S., which is not making the going 
any pleasanter for sales forces. 

Salesmen have made the rounds 
with their first batch of 1941-42 of- 
ferings, but exhibs’ interest is low 
because of the product on hand to 
carry them along for two or three 
months. 

This is perhaps the greatest single 
factor to hold up setting new deals 
under the Consent Decree or to 
rush into new commitments for the 
full year’s lineup offered by other 
distributors. It is proving an added 
headache to go along with the 
general tendency to hold back and 
see what happens with other com- 
panies under the Decree setup. 

Smaller Exhib Sialling 

It now looks as if 8,000 to 10,000 
theatres in communities of 5,000 
population or larger are going to 
hold off making 1941-42 deals until 
October at the earliest. Others have 
sufficient backlog of product to wait 
until November or December. By 
waiting until then, the average 
exhib in such spots will be able 
to buy three or four blocks, made 
up of 15 or more features. 

Idea of making deals for 15 or 
more features by numerous subse- 
quent-run exhibs is already develop- 
ing into an industry trend. Instead 
of any mad rush to grab up initial 
groups of 3-5 films, many exhibitors 
are waiting for an accumulation of 
several groups before seeking prod- 
uct pacts. 
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Stoll to Try Vaude 
For London Theatre 


London, Aug. 15. 

Sir Oswald Stoll has changed his 
mind about the new policy of Stoll’s 
theatre, Kingsway. Originally in- 
tended to play one picture and five 
acts, policy is now to be straight 
vaudeville, starting Sept. 1. 

Opening program will be headed 
by Billy Cotton’s band and Randolph 
Sutton. Second week has Joe Loss’ 
band as topper, supported by O’Gor- 
man Brothers and six acts. Others 
lined up are Ronald Frankau, Troise 
and his mandoliers, Les _ Allen, 
Douglas Byng, Jack Doyle and Mo- 
vita, Rawicz and Landauer, Carroll 
Levis. 

Experiment is for five weeks, and 
if a success will run indefinitely. 


GOLDWYN SEEN 
RELEASING PIC 
ON SPITFIRE 


London, Aug. 15. 

With the addition of David Niven 
to the cast, co-starring with Leslie 
Howard, ‘Spitfire’ is understood pen- 
ciled in for release by Samuel Gold- 
wyn. Niven is getting special leave 
from his army post. 

‘Portrait of a British Foreman,’ 
next in line for Ealing Studios, will 
star Tommy Trinder. Yarn is an 
original by J. B. Priestley. 

20th’s ‘Young Mr. Pitt,’ starring 
Robert Donat, is on a 12-week shoot- 
ing schedule. Big budgeter has 128 
speaking parts. Original yarn was 
scripted by Viscount Castlerosse; 
Sydney Gilliat handling the screen- 
play. In the featured brackets are 
Robert Morley, Felix Aylmer, Frank 
Pettingell. Femme _ spot went to 
Phyllis Calvert, her second big role 
for 20th. 

Ealing Studios’ ‘Siege’ 
‘Big Blockade’) completed. 

‘Hard Steel,’ for GHW Produc- 








(formerly 





This is to the liking of the ex- 
hibitor because he realizes from 


to buy 30-40% cheaper in Novem- 
ber than presently. Another angle, 
of course, is, that none can use the 
new product until later this fall, 
even if bought today 
Subsequent-runs are helped by the 
clearance setup which enables those 
in smaller cities to play normally 
six to eight weeks back of national 
release date. This keeps them from 
showing most pictures until near the 
end of October (excepting 20th-Fox 
which had new product on release 
in August). Added to this factor is 
the setup which finds dilatory buy- 








the Wind’ is presentiy polishing off 
the bulk of its second year (second- 





fore the French lay down their arms 
while the remainder have been com- 
pletely new productions. The num- 
ber of films started before and dur- 
ing the outbreak of war, and not yet 
completed, is not known, because the 
mortality rate is high. The Germans 
destroyed some, the French others. 

While that is not exactly high- 
powered production in the Holly- 
wood sense of the word, it is not a 
total to be sneezed at, and shows that 
the French still have a hold on life— 
even if some of the injection fluid is 
Aryan. 

With the go signal given to Retour 
in the free zone, 22 pictures are pres- 
ently on the lot in various stages of 
completion. Another 15 or so are 
slated for early production, while 
another 30 are already skedded for 
next season, with actors and direc- 
tors already announced. 

New legislation, on the whole, has 
had more of a hampering than a sal- 
utary effect on the industry, thereby 
bringing it into line with the re- 
mainder of the political picture. In 
several cases steps have been taken 
to needle the muchly harassed and 
crippled industry. 


One of the few bright spots in the 
dim film horizon is the Vichy gov- 
ernment’s placing of 50,000,000 francs 
(over $1,000,000) at the disposition 
of the industry to help bolster pro- 
duction. While one or more rats can 
be smelled in the woodpile, it should 
do more harm than good, even 
though it places the industry in the 
same relation to the government as 
in Germany, Italy, Spain and other 
countries of the same ilk. 


2 yn oes 





run) dates in the domestic market, 
the picture is not being rushed out 
into the cheaper runs in the foreign 
field, particularly the British Em- 
pire, though it’s been playing ea 
second time in some countries. 
Large grosses anticipated from 
‘Gone’ at lower admission 
would be partly tied up in Britain 





} 


|which permit the withdrawal of 


| only about one-third of net revenue. 
Picture is still playing in one of its 
original first-run theatres in Lon- 
don. ‘Gone’ has chalked up 8 
weeks to date in that city, with the 
film now in its 5th consecutive week 
at the Ritz, the underground house 
which also serves as an air-raid 
shelter. Film originally ran five 
weeks at the Ritz but returned after 
doing 12 weeks at the Empire and 
seven at the Palace. This makes 61 
weeks in all at the raid-sheltered 
Ritz. 

Elsewhere in Britain, it has played 
only the main key cities. Picture 
likely will go out on second-year 
prices as soon as there is a light- 
ning of present frozen coin restric- 
tions. 





| 








Day in From Brazil 


ager in Brazil, arrived in New York 
last week. 
He'll huddle with John W. Hicks, 








company’s foreign chief, and other 


Finn offininie 


scales | 


and Australia and New Zealand be- | 
|cause of prevaiing frozen coin pacts | 


John L. Day, Paramount’s man-! 







tions at Denham, added Hay Petrie 
to the featured lineup. Picture is 
from the novel, ‘Steel Saraband,’ by 


past experience that he will be able | Roger Dataller. 





‘Flame’ Fair $7,500 
In Skidding B. A. 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 26. 


when a second-run house with a 





triple feature comes 
money division. But that’s the sit- 
|uash. ‘Flame of New Orleans’ did a 
|fair $30,000 ($7,500 U. S.) at the 
| Opera, but the surprise was the 
| Ocean, ordinarily not even listed in 
| the place division. However, films 


into the first 








Tax Jump 


Continued from page 7 


the Senate formula likewise were 
pruned as time went on, so that the 
committee report will predict a to- 
tal gain of $97,800,000 above the 
present receipts from this source. 


Encouragement for industry peo- 
ple fearing the bite will hurt trade 
was seen in the attitude of chairman 
Walter F. George, Democrat of 
Georgia. He was against the idea 
of upping the tariff, though he did 
not state his feeling publicly, so 
there is chance he will not insist 
on keeping the revision in the bill 
if the House conferees make a fight 
when the secret parleys are held 
Actual vote by which the levy was 
stiffened in committee was not an- 
nounced, though it is understood 
top-ranking solons on the panel 
were generally against any boost in 
the rate. 

The Treasury’s figures and com- 
mittee experts’ guesses were hard to 
reconcile, while the process of esti- 
mating the productivity of bites on 
the ticket-buyers was of the grab- 
bag kind. On the whole, there is 
pretty general agreement the rates 
proposed by the Senate would boost 
the Treasury income from admis- 
sions to the vicinity of $175,000,000. 


How They Figure It 

At the outset, statisticians said 
the removal of exemptions and up- 
ping of the percentage would bring 
in $72,500,000 more than the $60,- 
000,000 expected from the House 
action dropping the base to lle, 
This would mean a total grab from 
patrons of $208,500,000. Finally the 
table issued by the Finance Com- 
mittee listed the prospective yield 
at $97,800,000 more than the pres- 
ent law brings in, making the likely 
haul approximately $173,800,000. 
This would be close to 10 times what 


was taken in annually during the 
period 1933-39. 
In hitting amusements hard, the 


Senate unit also stiffened the yearly 
fee on slot machines of the payoff 
kind, lifted the raw stock tax from 
newsreels, exempted civic concerts 
returning no profit to sponsors, and 
sliced the bite on bowling alleys 
from $15 to $10 each. Persons main- 
taining mechanical gadgets that in- 
votive gambling for either coins or 
redeemable tokens would have to 
pay $200 apiece for an annual license, 
but jukeboxes, flicker machines, etc., 





t’s a pretty bad week all around | 


would be taxed only $10, as against 
the $25 fee proposed by the House. 


Evil of ‘Pull’ 


on Ontinued from page 5=—— 

















broken the hearts of many _ pro- 
ducers who have just come on studio 
payrolls and expected to do big 


| things. They have had story assign- 





ers, admittedly with a bunch of| at latter were ‘Comrade X,’ ‘Kitty | ments. Even the stories in good 
features, which they haven't picked | Foyle’ and ‘South of Suez.’ |shape for production. But the 
up from 1940-41. | _Estimates in pesos, currently at | Stumbling block came in top name 

These small city exhibs count for | 25c (4.15 to the U. S. dollar) follow: | castings. Their studio heads told 
|something when it is realized that Ambassador (Lautaret and ( avalo)|them when they started they would 

. ; gira eet is | (1,400; $2, $1.50) — ‘Affectionately | pet full c >rati naasttah' . 

the average distributor sells to some | ygure’ (WB). Only fair with $11,006 Be ull cooperation, suitable cast- 
6,000 of them out of 10,000. Even if} just about what the fourth week fe ing and directorial help. Then for 


the distrib gets only an 
| price of $25 per picture, it 


| $7,500,000 for the company handling 
50 features annually. 


average 
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atlieeesimienmnabenil 
ard Lawson, Lester Cole, Joel Sayre 
|and Madeline Ruthven. 

William Dieterle, King Vidor and 
Clifford Odets also come in for men- 
|tion because they were interviewed 


j 


'by the Daily Worker and their 
| ‘opinions, by some coincidence, fitted 
j}into the current drives backed by 
the Stalin trade journal.’ 


‘Commissars’ 

Herbert Biberman, along with 
Lionel Stander and Ornitz, is labeled 
a ‘political commissar,’ because he 
tutored ‘a sort of informal workers 
school’ at the Hollywood Health 
Cafeteria. Among Red Front or- 
ganizations Lyons names is the 
Theatre Committee for the Defense 
of the Spanish Republic, among 
whose patrons were George Abbott, 
Heywood Broun, Rex Ingram, Al- 
bert Maltz, Herman Shumlin and 
Albert Bein. 

Another, Lyons says, was the 
the Federal Theatre. Its supporters 
;are named as Helen Gahagan, Gil- 
bert W. Gabriel, Anthony Veiller, 
Joseph Santley, Viola Brothers 
Shore, Sylvia Sidney and Alan 
Campbell. ‘Films For Democracy’ is 
another group listed by Lyons, with 
sponsors mentioned including Lee 
Pressman, Helen Hall, Ned H. Dear- 
ardner Jackson, Walter 















means | 


Hollywood Citizens Committee for | 


| ‘Great Lie’ did the week before. 

Ideal (Lococo) (1,046; $3, $2.50. $2) 
| —‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO). Holding to 
| nice $18,000. First week $23,000. 

Rex (Cordero, Cavalo and Lau- 
taret) (3,305; $2, $1.50)—‘Ziegfeld 
| Gir?’ (M-G). Fair $20,000 after a 
very nice $43,000 for the first stanza. 
| Nermandie (Lococo) (1,420; $2, 
| $1.50) —Nice Girl?’ (U). Quite sat- 
isfactory $18,000 with Durbin the 


draw for this second run, better than | 
the $10.000 second week at the Ideal, | 


and just about up to the first run. 


Monumental (Coll and Di Fiore)— | 


‘Persona Honrada Se _  Necesita’ 
(Lumiton - Argentine-Made). Satis- 
factory with $11,000 but no great 
shakes. 

Opera (Lococo) (2,500: $2.50. 
$1.50) —Flame of New Orleans.’ 
$30,006 despite so-so reviews 
blue penciling. 

Broadway (Lautaret and Cava 
M dane $2, $1.50) —‘Eran woes bo 
| terones’ (Gibe-Radiolux; Frenc 
| $10,000, somewhat better then ths 
| last French-made here, ‘El Lago de 
| la Damas.’ . 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950: 
'—Public Deb No. 1’ (2btL. a 
| bad $12,000, although comedy didn’t 
always get across to localites. 

_ Ocean (Coll, Di Fiore, Gatti & 
Co.) (2,860; $1.50, $1.20)—'Comrade 
|X’ (M-G}, ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and 
| ‘South of Suez’ (WB) for a house 
| record of $23,000 in this second run- 
ner, 


} 


$2, 





| Wanger, Libby Holman illiam 
beige ered y and William 

Franchot Tone is credited with 
being among the most active work- 
| ers in behalf of the Spanish Repub- 
lie cause, with donors including 
| Fred Keating, Guy Endore, Biber- 
}man, Sidney Buchman, Cobb, Lewis 
| Milestone, Gale Sondergaard (Mrs. 
| Biberman), Nichols and Stewart. 





Did | 
and | 


|months these boys were permitted to 
| flounder around, see the people they 
thought they needed for a piciure 
assigned to those of other pro- 
} ducers, and feeling that their par- 
| ticular chore for these people would 
| be more advantageous than the one 
they were on. But there was no help 
|from the front office, so the boys 
| would quit, only later to find one of 


| 
| 








the so-called political or ‘in’ pro- 
ducers having their former assign- 
iment to make, and the 100% all 


around cast and personnel they de- 
jsired going through the movements 
of its making. 

This method of operation is a set 
one here in Hollywood. Breakdown 
|}0f it has been attempted, but never 
achieved, as it is too well set and 
practical for the studio heads. 

On the other hand the interme- 
diate producer goes along in his own 
way, turns out pictures that he 
knows distribution and front office 
will call satisfactory. For that’s all 
he can do. The talent he knows Is 
commandeered. The agents he does 
biz with are only too anxious to 
give him what they have, while the 
so-called big shot agents have not 
the time to bother with his small, 
and what they consider, ‘unimportant 
needs.’ 


And that fellow has no defense 
against this operation. He does not 
get financial remuneration for his 
services which will permit him to 
get around in the same social strata 
that the ‘A’ producer does. He can- 
not afford to cough up that 10% for 
agency cooperation, and just plods 
along contented that he is getting 
by and receiving screen credits for 
lhis work. 











‘ 
| 








*‘VARIETY’S’ LONDON 


OFFICER 


8 St. Martin's Place, Trafalgar Square 


VARTETY 


INTERNATIONAL 


13 





Spain Woos Pix from Argentine, 


Promising 


—____——__——— 


Biz 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 26, 


Spanish film interests here have | 
been dangling some pretty sweet-| 
looking bait for Argentine pic pro- | 


ducers in the past three months and | 


promising that if all goes well, | 
locally-mades will be able to take} 
the place in Franco-land once held 
by Hollywood, 

It’s an open ‘secret’ that the trade | 
drummers from Madrid are being | 
pushed by Berlin with several ideas | 
in mind. First is to get films | 
urgently needed in Spain, now that | 
U. S. imports are getting lower. 
Spaniards figure that Argentines are 
a fairly good substitute and that | 
since practically none sneaks in any | 
pro-democracy argument,  they’re | 
‘safe’ for Spanish consumption. 

Second is an attempt to unfreeze | 
the attitude of Argentines who have | 
determined to block showings of | 
Spanish-mades here in S. A.’s rich- 
est theatre market unless B. A. 
product is permitted greater latitude 
in Spain. Opposish developed here 
to Spain’s pix market yen when 
Argentines found tax hurdles too 
steep to clear. 

Third is the desire of Spain, as the 
‘little brother’ of Rome-Berlin, to 
solidify her stringy ‘blood chains’ 
with Latin-America. Idea is to make 
Latins feel it's Spain, not the U. S., 
who's its buddy. 

As proof of good intentions, Span- 
ish reps here have let it be known 
that showings of five Argentines are 
already under way for the new sea- 
son, 


Schless Expects to Sell 
Complete WB Line In | 
Australia Before Return 














Sydney, Sept. 2. 


Robert Schless, Warner Bros. sales 
chief, here ostensibly to line up a 
product deal with Greater Union 
Theatres, is leaving for U. S., Sept. | 
25, Clippering directly to San 
Francisco. Before he leaves, War- 
ner exec expects to have some deal | 
made whereby the company’s full 
line of pictures will get distribution 
in Australia. 


Because Warners ducked out of 
its pact with Hoyts by mutual agree- 
ment at the end of last month, it is 
not likely they will renew. A pact 
with Greater Union appears more 
logical, and the understanding here 
is that this circuit could stand ad- 
ditional A-1l pictures. Latter now) 
has Columbia. Universal, Republic | 
and Monogram, with first call on} 
most of Paramount’s No. 1 pictures 
and some of Metro’s lineup. Hoyts | 
has RKO, 20th-Fox, some Metro and 
United Artists. 

William T. Powers and H. G. 
Stuart, two National Theatres (20th- 
Fox) executives, also arrived here 
about the same times as Schless. 
Powers only would admit that his) 
business in Aussie is with Charles 
Munro, chairman of Hoyts circuit. | 
Their visit also is linked with re-| 
ports that an effort will be made to} 
revive the former contemplated | 
joint booking monopoly with Great- 
er Union, to have been undertaken 
through revival of General Thea- 


tres, 


British Info Chief To 
U.S. on Distrib Biz 


London, Aug. 15. | 
Ministry of Information (Films Di- | 
vision) chief Sydney Bernstein Clip- | 
pered for the U. S. last weekend, and | 
its understood he’ll make deals for | 
distributing latest MOI feature- | 
length documentary, “Target for To- | 
night.” He has this among other 
matters for discussion with U. S. big- 
gies. | 
Following the blowup which fol- 
lowed the commercial release ar- 
rangements for ‘Target,’ MOI ap- | 
proached both the renters and ex- | 
hibs for a get together on future | 
plans in connection with feature- | 
length films. Exhibs had squawked | 
on restrictions which helti the docu- | 
mentary to the circuits for three | 
weeks, and later refused to book it | 
until matter had been straightened | 
out. It’s likely, in view of the fuss, | 
film will be handed out to all takers, 
sans restrictions. Profits from screen- 
ng of ‘Target’ will go to the Treas- 
ury. 





| 
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Once Held by US. 


|L. Barbour, music director of Nelson 


| portant in 


|artists brought from South America 


|draw polite palm warming from the 


'B. A. Ban on British Pie Recalls 


ltarian fifth columning, picts even re- 


| scists. 





England’s Cinemas Pay 
800G Entertainment Tax 


London, Aug. 15. 

Figures recently made available to 
the film trade indicate cinemas con- 
tribute an estimated $800,000 weekly 
in Entertainments Tax. 

Amount is based on an average 
admission of 25c, and equals a 2212% 
cut to the exchequer. Average 
weekly attendance is figured at be- 
tween 16-17,000,000. 


Emphasize Show 
Biz as Gocd-Will 
Aidin S. America 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 26. 


Major slice of the cultural side of 
Uncle Sam’s South American good- 
will program will be entrusted to 
U. S. entertainment industry rather 
than to some of the longhair organi- 
zations and officials who talk a nice 
‘hemisphere solidarity’ but lack the 
essential knowledge of showmanship 
needed to make the Yanqui-Latin 
axis a reality. This was exclusively 
revealed to Vartery here by Philip 








Rockefeller’s Coordinating Commit- 
tee, just before leaving B. A. on the 
last half of an extended South 
American tour. 

Barbour, now on a year’s loan 
from this post as foreign press and | 
foreign station relations rep for | 
NBC, disclosed that exchange of art- 
was becoming increasingly im- 
the inter-American pro- 
gram and explained it was now} 
realized that only by letting estab- | 
lished, trained and experienced 
showmen of both North and South | 
America handle the job would it be | 
successful. 





ists 


Pointed out, as an example, that | 


to the States and sent around to a 
string of colleges, women’s clubs | 
and fancy-name organizations would 


smart set but be practically useless | 
as a real good-will builder because 
Mr. and Mrs Average Public 
wouldn’t see and hear them, or have | 
any real interest in what they were | 
trying to put over. Those coming | 
from the States to S. A. under the 
same sort of arrangements would 
fare in exactly the same way. 

Barbour—and apparently the high | 
command as well—now believes ad 
if a tango band is sent from Argen- | 
tina to the U. S. for instance, it 
should go as a strictly show biz oper- 
ation. It should play in theatres, 
niteries. radio, films, ete, and 
wherever else it might as a commer- 
cial proposition. and as an attraction 
meriting attention because of its 
public interest. 


KOWTOWING TO NAZIS 


Deference to Reich Films 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 26. 
Although Argentina is 


making an all-out probe of totali- | 


currently | 


motely likely to offend the Nazis are 
still on the verboten list. That's the | 
inference being taken by local anti- 


axis press as result of the action of | 
B. A. municipal censorship board on 
the British-made ‘Voice in the Night,’ 
distributed in South America by Co- 
lumbia. 

Blue pencilers had an 0.0. of the 
pic in private and instead of yes or 
no-ing it per custom, let it be known 
that it might offend Germany, and 
passed the buck to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. Action is in itself 
an instance of kowtowing and def- 
erence to the Nazis, it was pointed 
out by Critica and other dailies. 

Explained that all the German 
Ambassador Edmond Von Thermann 
has to do now is to let out a peep, 
whereupon ban affecting the entire 
country instead of only the city of | 
B. A., will be imposed. Case is the | 
latest of a long series involving | 
films which hit the Nazis and Fa- 





| itial release. 


| , 
|} aganda 


|jumped 50% as a result of the war | ; 
| James's 


i he’ll use later on an 


KIMBERLY UP FOR OK 


British Press Premature in Telling of 
His Govt. Film Post 








London, Aug. 15. 





It seems the press got ahead of 
the authorities in announcing ap- 
pointment of Paul Kimberly as Con- 
troller of Cinematography, a War 
Office tie-in, and to take care of all 
film matters for the military. Ac- 
cording to the dope, Kimberly has 
been submitted to the trade bodies 
for their approval in the position. 
It's an honorary job, and Kimberly 
has been operating gratis for the 
military in connection with training 
projectionists. 

Kinematograph Renters Society, 
without sidestepping Kimberly's 
ability, would like to see their one- 
time prexy, David Griffiths, at least 
working alongside the appointee. 
Renters feel the job is more than | 
one man could tackle. 

Indications would certainly set the | 
job as something of no small pro- | 
portions. With 300 mobile cinemas | 
to be serviced, routed and supplied | 
with films, it adds up to being up | 
with the largest circuits in Britain. | 
Moreover, the very need for an/| 
appointment would indicate every- | 
thing isn’t straight with way films 
are handled now for the troops. 








Baires’ Intensive Distrib 
Plans May Presage Yank 
Competish in §. America 








Buenos Aires, Aug. 26. 

Intensive distribution of the en- 
tire Latin American market, as done 
by U. S. companies instead of the 
present hit-or-miss system, looms as 
the outstanding feature of policy of | 
Baires Films, Argentine’s new mil- 
lion-dollar producing company. Out- | 


| fit which has just preemed its first 
| pic, ‘Ultimo Refugio’ (‘Last Refuge’) 


here, was the dream of Natalio Bo- | 
tano, publisher of Critica, South 
| America’s leading afternoon daily, | 


who died two weeks before the in-| 

Wide-scale Latin exhibition plan, | 
with one eye on possible U. S. show- | 
ings, may herald the start of more} 
intensive competish to Hollywood 
films south of the border, it’s be- | 
lieved here. None of the other Big | 
Five long established Argentine pro- | 
ducers has ever been overly active | 


|in going after the Spanish-speaking | 


market outside of Argentina, Chile | 


‘and Uruguay up to now not having | 


the urge, dash or experience. Baires, 
backed by far more pesos than any | 
other company and with a U. S.-} 
style publicity setup, figures it can} 
clean up where the others have| 
failed to move. 





‘SWISS AROUSED BY NAZI 


FILM COLLABORATION: 


Berne, Sept. 2. 
Action of the director of the Swiss 
Cinema Chamber in signing an 
agreement in Berlin which prevents 
the Swiss from exhibiting any films| 
which might prove displeasing to 
other members of the Axis-dominat- 
ed International Cinema Chamber 
has aroused public resentment here. | 
The Swiss delegate is being accused | 
of having agreed voluntarily to sub- | 

mit to a of films in this 

country. 
Meeting 


censoring 


had held in Berlin 


been 


| under the guiding hand of Nazi prop- 


minister Joseph Goebbels. 
with a number of neutral countries 
Final ratification of the 
agreement is now up to the Swiss 
Federal Council, which has been 
placed in a delicate position by the | 
action of the delegate in approving | 
the agreement, it is contended by the 
local press. 


represented. 





Singapore Pic Grosses 


Up 50% Due to the War 


San Francisco, Sept. 2. 
grosses in Singapore have 








Film 


boom, according to Joe _ Fisher, 
owner of the Capitol theatre there 
and 30 other houses throughout the 
Malay States. 

Fisher currently is 
the Coast with films he shot him- 
self. Between dates, he is grabbing 
off a flock of footage here which 
Australian tour, 
during which he will shoot another 
subject for his return trip to Amer- | 


! 
! 
lecturing on | 


i ica. 


| provincial 


| held 
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London Legit Biz Whammo: Name 


Shows Due; ‘Applesauce’ Tops At 
22, Coward 


s Spirit’ Steady 86 & 





London, Aug. 15. 

West End legit biz is at its zenith. 
It’s the first time in years that the 
London’s show front is practically 
devoid of flops. Whether musicals, 
revues, straight plays or even re- 
vivals, they’re all in the money. 

Most important show due in the 
West End, at the Prince’s, is Firth 
Shepherd's musical revue, by Doug- 
las Furber and Manning Sherwin. 
This is having a preliminary canter 
at Manchester, with London opening 
scheduled for next week. From re- 
ports, Shepherd has another hit. 
Another leg show of importance is 
‘Hi Gang,’ which is a ready-made hit 
from radio. This-is being presented 
by George Black sometime in Octo- 


ber, either at the Hippodrome or | 


Palladium. Two shows of lesser im- 
portance are ‘Squaring the First 
Circle,’ by Soviet writer Valentine 
Katayev, at the Vaudeville, Aug. 27, 
and ‘Room 5,’ by Peter Wendey, at 
the Garrick. There is also a short 
season revival at the New of Chek- 
hov’s ‘Cherry Orchard.’ With two 
Soviet-written plays due, some idea 
can be gleaned on the popular senti- 
ment here, as reversed from that of 
a few months ago. 

Then there’s the long postponed 
Menzies-Macrea musical, starring 
Jack Hulbert and Cicely Courtneidge, 
to be tried out in the sticks and not 


|due at the Palace until early next 


year. Also in prospect are a new 
musical by Ivor Novello and a revue 


| starring George Formby. Both these 


ventures will be presented by Tom 
Arnold, but are likely to have long 
runs before coming to 
the West End. 

Of legit shows, the most important 
is H. M. Tennent’s ‘The Nutmeg 
Tree,’ at the Lyric, which has been 
up due to indisposition of 
Yvonne Arnaud, who plays the lead. 
Show is not likely to be seen before 
end of September, with short season 
of The English Ballet as stopgap. 

Estimates, Rating $4 to the & 


Key: R—Revue, D—Drama, M—Musical, 


O—Operetta, C—Comedy. 
‘Applesauce,’ Palladium (24th 
week) (R). Opened middle last Au- 
gust at Holborn Empire, but folded 
after two weeks due to big Septem- 
ber blitz. Since reopening here 
March 5, has been steady money- 
maker, sometimes as high as $25,000. 
Now nearer $22,000, plenty profitable. 
‘Black Vanities,’ Victoria Palace 
(18th week) (R). Big since opening, 
with most week capacity. Doing 
steady $16,000, and can go on indef- 
initely at this pace. Closed for two 


weeks to give cast holiday, and re- 
sumes Aug. 25 
‘Blithe Spirit,’ Piccadilly (7th 


week) (O). Popularity of Noel Cow- 
ard obvious by this one. Is in the 
real money, steady $8,000, with some 
weeks as high as $9,600. At these 
intakes, management can sit back for 
some time. 

‘Close Quarters,’ Apollo (2d week) 
(BD). English adaptation of W. O. 


| Somin’s continental classic was done 


here, at the Haymarket, four years 


ago, starring Flora Robson and Os- 
car Homolka. Ran for eight months. 


Not likely to duplicate this with 
Beatrix Lehmann and Karel Stepa- 
nek, although quite healthy at $2,- 
800. 

‘Chu Chin 
week) (O). Last war's 
attained a new record 
revived of all revivals in this 
This is its third revival and, funnily 
enough, it’s doing better than any of 
its predecesso! Has exceeded $8,- 
000, which means nice bit of change 
for its promoters. Will pay off pro- 
duction costs in the next three weeks, 
with principals, who are on percent- 
to earn real coin. 


Palace 
operetta has 
as the 


Chow,’ 


age, starting 
‘Lady Behave,’ His Majesty’s (3d 
week) (M). New combo of Jack 


Hylton, William Mollison and Stan- 
ley Lupino has certainly hit top cyl- 
inder. Show only plays five days 
per week, as Lupino refuses to do 
12 shows per week. Monday is 
therefore layoff day. But still man- 
ages to do $14,000. Voted season’s 
hit. 

‘Ladies in Retirement,’ St. Martin's 
(3d week) (D). This revival is 
making profit, although show was 
deemed to have exhausted its stay- 
ing powers some two years ago, 


when it was first staged at the St. ! 


theatre. Averaging $2,000, 
with very inexpensive cast. 


‘Me and My Girl,’ Coliseum (3d | 
|year) (M). This is its second re- 
| vival since war, and doing better 


than ever. Started slowly some six 


| weeks ago, barely doing $4,000. Then 


was given airing by the British 
Broadcasting Corp. Immediately 
jumped to $8,000, and is now nearer 
$12,000. Could stay for lengthy run 
at this rate 

‘New Ambassadors’ 


tal . th o 


(4th | 


| 
most 


war. | 


Revue,” Am- 


; flop in town, barely doing $2,500. 
But management hoping may get by 
in present boom. 

‘Non-Stop Vanities,’ Prince of 
Wales (8th week) (R). House has 
regular clientale, and there is quite 
a following for this type of show, 
especially from the provincials who 
seem to be invading the town in 
droves lately. Doing around $10,000, 
well above ‘getting-out’ figure. 

‘No Time for Comedy,’ Haymarket 
(26th week) (C). Has been in the 
money since ovening. Never went 
below $6,400, which is still profitable, 
and has touched as high as $8,000, 
which is about its present intake. 
Good for several more months at 
this rate. 

‘Quiet Weekend,’ Wyndhams (3rd 
week) (C). As sequel to Esther Mc- 
Cracken’s ‘Quiet Wedding,’ this one 
had reputation to live up to, and it’s 
making it. Started healthily at $6,- 
400, and is now bettering $6,800. 
Seems set for lengthy run. 

‘Rise Above It,” Comedy (10th 
week) (R). Voted one of the clev- 
erest and bluest revues in a long 
time, and is attracting the town’s 
smart set. For smali house, $6,400, 
which is what it’s doing, is just about 
capacity. 

‘The Light That Failed,’ Globe 
(10th week) (C). This is return of 
show after provincial tour, and re- 
written by author-actor Emlyn Wil- 
liams to fit his personality. Making 
money at $7,000, at which rate it 
can stay for quite awhile. 

‘Up and Doing,’ Saville (14th 
week) (M). Has been money spin- 
ner for Firth Shepherd since opens 
ing. Doing steady $12,000, and 
sometimes even above that, which i 
virtually capacity. Good for severa 
more months. 





Strike vs. M-G, 
Col. in Mexico; 
6 Cos. Get Stay 


Mexico City, Sept. 2. 

Strike has been called against 
Metro and Columbia by the Mexican 
exchange workers’ union, but the 
other six U. S. major distributors 
have been granted a temporary ex- 
| tension before workers will walk out, 
| Strike against two went into ef- 
| fect today (Tuesday) at noon. 
| Not clear how much additional 





time has been given the other Yank 
distribs, but distributor reps are 
| hopeful that entire dispute will be 
| ironed out because of this extension, 


Theatre Union, Circuits 
In Deal for Upped Pay 


-London, Aug. 15. 

Deal inked this week between 
theatre chains and National Assn. of 
Kinema & Theatrical Employes will 
mean upped pay envelopes for staffs 
throughout Britain. Those signing 
the wage pact include Moss Empires 
(and General Theatres Corp. Ale 
though aimed strictly at the circuits, 





| NAKTE boss Tom O’Brien has y;di- 
| cated indie operators would fall in 
line and adopt the new wage pact, 
| since the nation-wide setup now in 
| force at signing replaces about 
118 separate agreements 


this 


| . : 

Deal is viewed in labor circles as 
jan important step in collective 
bargaining. 


See Chile Pic Upbeat 
Santiago, Chile, Aug. 26. 
Sock biz and excellent reaction, 
even by those not just back-patting 
| out of pure patriotism, has given 
|local producers hope that latest 
|Chilean-made film ‘La Chica del 
| Crillon’ (‘The Girl of Crillon’) may 
| set the industry here on its feet 
Pic, based on a novel by Joaquin 
| FE. Bello and directed by Jorge Delano, 
was preemed simultaneously in seven 
houses, including the Cervantes here 
|and No. 1 houses in Pacific port city 
{of Valparaiso and nearby summer 
|resort of Vina del Mar. 











So. Africa Bans ‘McGinty’ 
Johannesburg have 
Ban 


| Censors in 
| banned ‘Great McGinty’ (Par). 
| covers ail South Africa. 
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MELODRAMA... glipese. COMES-TO FLAMING 
—  LFEON 
THE SCREEN! 


Seething out of the shadows deep in a 
woman’s heart...Slumbering desires...Dark deeds 
..Hidden fury exploding into mighty drama! 


f 
| 
E 


with EVELYN KEYES 
ELSA LANCHESTER - EDITH BARRETT -ISOBEL ELSOM 


From the Broadway play by Reginald Denham and Edward Percy » Screen play by Garrett Fort and 
Reginald Denham » Produced by LESTER COWAN and GILBERT MILLER - Directed by CHARLES VIDOR 
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UA Shifts in Several Key Cities; NW 
Par Promotions; Other Theatre Items 





Number of changes in the United 
Artists sales district taking in Pitts- 
burgh, Indianapolis, Cleveland and 
Cincinnati were made by district 
manager Bert M. Stearn last week. 
In the Indianapolis exchange, Guy 
Hancock, formerly of RKO, was 
named to the sales staff in place of 
Edward Golden. 

In Cincy, Jack Finberg was pro- 
moted to city salesman, replacing 
Irving Sochin, resigned. Mitchell 
Blachschleger, office manager, was 
advanced to the post vacated by 
Finberg—salesman for the West Vir- 
ginia-Kentucky territory. Art Young, 
for many years with Universal, was 
named Cincy office manager. 





Par’s NW Promotiens 
Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 

Promotions at Paramount exchange 
here finds A. Selby Carr, office man- 
ager, boosted to northwestern Min- 
nesota salesman and Duane Becker, 
assistant booker, upped to the sales 
staff also. 

Gilbert Sessler, Par salesman out | 
of Sioux Falls, S. D., moves to Min- 
neapolis as branch sales’ manager, a 
new post. Becker will cover 
Sessler’s territory in S. D. and part 
of N. D. Forrest Meyers, booker 
here, moves to Sioux Falls and Joe 
Rosen, utility clerk, advances to 
booker. 





More Field P.A.s 
Memphis, Sept. 2. 

Consent decree has upped by at 
least a deuce the number of field 
press agents operating for film com- 
panies in the Memphis exchange ter- 
ritory. RKO has added Fred Ford 
in recent months. Territory was 
formerly handled out of Atlanta by 
Don Prince. 20th-Fox notched 
Spence Pierce onto flacking task, 
though technically attached to At- 
lanta office. 

Warner also has informed local | 





Expect theatre to reopen Sept. 12. 
Maurice H. Bailey, who runs a num- 
ber of theatres in the New Haven 
area, is associated with Morris A. 
Nunes, head of York-Haven in the 
new corporation. Shubert was built 
26 years ago as a memorial for Sam 
S. Shubert. 

Berk & Krumgold handled the 
deal from their N. Y. office. 





McCutcheon’s New One 
St. Louis, Sept. 2. 

O. W. McCutcheon erecting new 
house in Sikeston, Mo. Rodgers Cir- 
cuit, Cairo, Ill, already operating 
the Malone, 400-seater and the Rex, 
a 300-seater in the same town. 

Leon Jarodsky dismantling the 
Paris, 400-seater in Paris, Ill. He 
still operates the Lincoln and Roxy 
in Paris. 

Mrs. Mildred Karsch reports her 
new flicker house in Rolla, Mo., near 
the Ft. Leonard Wood army training 
camp, doing sock biz. 

. ‘Tim’ Temborius recently re- 
modeled the Grand in Breese, IIl., 
and reopened under a new tag, the 
Avon; 400-seater. 

V. L. Davis and A. Curley, co- 
owners of the Ohio, Golconda, IIL, 
will give house complete facelifting. 





Garfield’s Randolph House 
Buffalo, Sept. 2. 

B. M. Garfield, of Randolph, now 
operating the Randolph, having dis- 
posed of his theatre interests in 
Quebec. 

Paramount office picnic held at 
Wilson followed by dinner dance at 
Park Hotel, Lockport, now operated 
by Burt Bartley, former member of 
Buff Par office staff. 

George W. Erdman, secretary 
Cleveland Exhibitors Association, 
with his wife spent part of their va- 
cation in Buffalo. Erdman former- 
ly connected with Elmwood theatre 
here. 

George Maurer, former manager 


staff a publicist will soon be added! Shea’s Bellvue, Niagara Falls, now 


to its force here. 

Metro has had Todd Ferguson 
based in Memphis for some time. | 
Perry Spencer remotes from Atlanta | 
for Republic. Ditto Jack Dailey out | 
of Dallas for Paramount. 


| 
| 
| 





L. A. Variety Tent’s Fete 

Southern California’s induction ban- 
quet and charter presentation has 
been changed from Sept. 16 to Sept. 
29, at the Los Angeles Ambassador 
hotel. Club headquarter permanent- 
ly established at the hotel. Date was 
moved back because so many indus- 
try leaders wanted to attend the 
event, including John H. Harris and 
Bob O'Donnell. Southern California 





tent of Variety Clubs officers are | nell Theatres, Inc., of Elmira. 
chief barker: ant house in this village is the Burg, 


Charles P. Skouras, 
Duke Clark and Bob Poole, assistant | 
chief barkers; Harry Humber, 
dough guy; Guy Wayne Ball, proper- 
ty master, and Dr. A. H. Giannini, | 
Walter Wanger, Al Hanson, Charles | 
Buckley and Jack Berman, canvass- | 
men. 
Harry Lamont’s Addition 
Fort Edward, N. Y,. Sept. 2. | 
The Bradley leased by Mr. and| 


Mrs. Lew Fischer to Harry Lamont! named by Mayor Millikin, had a | 
week, | 


of Albany, who 
Sept. 1. Lamont conducts 
chain in the Hudson Valley. 


took possession 
a small 





Ralph Stitt Resigns 
Detroit, Sept. 2. 

Ralph S. Stitt, advertising director 
of United Detroit Theatres, resigned 
effective Monday (1); resignation is 
for personal reasons. 

_Stitt had been with Paramount 
since 1927 with the exception of the 





year and a half when Publix folded. 





Ed Fisher Back in Cleve. 
Cleveland, Sept. 2. 


Ed Fisher has returned to local 
UA exchange to become publicity 
rep again, covering Ohio, Indiana, 
Kentucky and Pennsylvania. During 
the last three months he managed 


the Imperial, nabe. 


Uncle Sam Gets Ken Fay 
; Hartford, Sept. 2 
Saturday night (30) Kenneth Fay 


manager of the Rialto, WB nabe, 
checked out prior to his induction 
in the Army Thursday (4). New 


manager is Frank Ramsey, formerly 
assistant manager of the downtown 
Strand. 





Newark Shakeup 
Newark, Sept. 2. 

Shakeup in theatre personnel here 
has shifted Clark Forrest, Loew’s 
assistant manager, to a similar post 
with the Paramount-Newark. Albert 
B. Lippe will take over Forrest's old 
Job at Loew’s and will also handle 
publicity. House will be represented 
in New York by Pete Argyris filling 
in for Abe Simon, now in Saratoga. 





Shubert, New Haven, Sold 


|on national campaigns. 
| achieved considerable rep for such 


with Metro sales development de- 
partment in N. Y. 
Milberg Back With Mills 
Albany, Sept. 2. 
Sam Milberg, a Republic salesman 
here in the days Bernie Mills held 
the Albany franchise, has gone back 


: : y > Mills as salesman in the 
Newly organized Variety Club of | lam digg , . 


Producers Releasing 
Corp. films. 

Lee Goldsmith now assistant book- 
er for Universal in Albany. He is 
newcomer. Alfred Marchetti is 


head booker. 





New Trumansburg, N. Y., Cinema 
Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 2. 
New 400-seat theatre will be erect- 
ed in Trumansburg, N. Y., by Cor- 
Pres- 


owned by James and John Ryan. _ 
Cc. C. Young of Geneva, district 


| manager for Schines, has leased the 


Clifton Springs theatre and re- 


opened it with Robert Emory, for- 
mer manager of the Riverside, Buf- 


| falo, in charge. 


Crickmore Heads Seattle Censors 
Seattle, Sept. 2. 
Seattle’s new theatre censor board, 


organization meeting this | 
electing E. J. Crickmore chairman. 
He’s business agent of the stage- 
hands union. 





CHAS. SCHLAIFER DUE 
TO JOIN SF. AD AGCY. 


San Francisco, Sept. 2. 
Charles Schlaifer, for many years 


right-hand man to Herman Cohen 
at the United theatre here, probably 
will join an advertising agency heFe 
with sale of the theatre Schlaifer 
was in the hospital for an operation 
at the time the house w i to 
Blumenfeld interests and 
covering at his home. H é 
eral offers as a result of 1! " 
att tracted to eX i 
tion work here but so far ha ) 
made a final decision as to which 
he’ll accept 
Schlaifer has brought more atten- 
tion to Frisco as a result of his the- 


atre ads than any other exploiteer 
in recent years, campaigns he worked 


out for the UA here being picked up 


by as many as 400 other theatres 
throughout the U. S. He was also 
|ealled to Hollywood at various times 
by James Roosevelt, Jr., Walter 
Wanger and Sam Goldwyn to work 


Adman also 
creations as his ‘UA Charley’ char- 
acter, which is copyrighted, and his 
‘Additorial’ non-theatre page ads di- 


York-Haven Enterprises, Inc., have | rected at the Gallup-polled 32,000,- 


taken over the Sam S. Shubert thea- 
tre, near the Hotel Taft, New Haven, | 
and will renovate so that the house 
May reopen shortly on a split-week 
basis. Plan using name bands plus 
films halt of week, the remainder 
used for legit stage shows. 


| stop 


| 000 who don’t go to films. 


Schlaifer also copyrighted his 


‘slogan, ‘Only the big pictures play 


single bill,’ and was the first man to 
apologizing for singles and 
make them a selling point. 


S.F. Daily Plugs Pix 


San Francisco, Sept. 2. 
The ‘Movie Vacation’ idea is be- 
ing heavily plugged here by the 
Chronicle. 
Sheet is not only backing idea 





Par Building Up Its ‘Bell Tolls 











with display ads and daily theatre- 
Page reminders, but is devoting its 
current co-op screen tailers to the 
idea, urging fans to pick their film 
vacation from the attractions listed 
in the daily theatre guide. 


HOT 'ALOMA’ ADS 
OKAY IN MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 
Minnesota Amus. Co. (Par) went 
red hot in newspaper ads for ‘Aloma 
of South Seas’ at its ace house, the 








Filmside Weight 


Hollywood,, Sept. 2. 

Icebox prowling is disclosed 
as the real reason for the hos- 
pitalization of a femme film star 
whose beauty was threatened by 
excess avoirdupois. Studio doc 
had confined the gal to her 
home, with a nurse in attendance 
and a strict diet, but she con- 
tinued to take on weight where 
it showed to the least advantage. 
Checkup disclosed that the pa- 
tient was making nocturnal raids 
on the refrigerator while the 
nurse slept. 

Now she is in the hospital, 
where she can’t prowl extra ra- 
tions, 














State, currently. Fact that sheets ac- 
cepted the copy may indicate a va 
riation from their previous policy 
to consume and tone down strong 
sex stuff. 

Ads told public to ‘thrill to 
Aloma, the love prize of the islands.’ 
They asked public to see, among 
other things, ‘a hundred smiling- 
eyed maidens dancing to sensuous 
strains of a South Sea Love Song; 
the glint of bronzed bodies in the 
sun...the whispering palms blend- 
ing with a lover’s kiss...in glowing 
Technicolor...The carefree South 
Sea Lovers consorting at the sacred 
pool.” 


PREEM TRIMMINGS FOR 





Chicago, Sept. 2. 

First world preem of a short with | 
all the hullabaloo attendant to the | 
opening of an important feature is | 
being staged by Paramount for ‘Quiz | 
Kids’ unveiling at the Chicago theatre 
here tonight (Wednesday). It is in 
line with the increased emphasis 
being placed on shorts under consent 
decree selling, with Paramount lead- 
ing all other companies on promo- 





tional work being put behind the 
briefies. 
Tonight’s opening will include a 


45-minute broadcast, a half-hour of 
it on 48 NBC Blue stations and 15 
minutes local (WLS) in Chicago. 
NBC portion will include the regu- 
lar Wednesday airing by the mop- 
pets, which will take place from the 





| stage of the theatre. It’s the first | 
time they ever worked outside a/| 
studio. | 




















‘Solon s Radio Stint 


——(€ontinued from page | See 





lular solon from the Cotton State has 
resorted to what one local paper 
calls a ‘more or less efiective imi- 
tation of Will Rogers’ to lure listen- 
ers. For instance—according to the 
same rag—‘the other day he turned 
a ‘jeep car’ Arkansas feature into a 
| battle between the Army and a 
phalanx of chiggers.’ 

| While the above description may | 
not seem exactly clear to readers, it 


fits in with the puckish caperings 
in which Rep. Patrick indulges from 
time to time The youthful-looking 
Alabama memb¢ of the House of 
Represe tin is enlivened the 
taid C Re n st 
t QO! of 
} He é 
I ( Oo ri o 
eo O ) 
uch dull proceedins 
' 
Rep. Patrick is no newcomer to | 


radio His first assignment was a 
broadcast for the Maryland-Virginia 


Milk Producers’ Assn. over WJSV 
here—although he appeared anony- 
mously on that occasion. He also 
was heard in Birmingham, Ala., and 
has decribed himself in his Con- 


gressional Directory biography as 
‘World War Veteran, teacher, writer, | 
lawyer, radio commentator’—not to | 
mention Mason, Knight of Pythias | 
and Lion and Eagle. 

Number of Rep. Patrick’s distin- | 
| guished colleagues who know about 
/his radio talents has not been es- 
| tablished. He has been known, 
| however, to comment on his fellow 
| House members in a way which 
| might be interesting to them if they 
leared to tune in on the cleaning 
establishment program. 


' 


houses in California and has another 
building in Dallas, is now setting up 


| broadcast to 
;may be released directly by an ap- 


| 20th-Fox, 


| worked for number of other 


TELENEWS OWN 


FOOTBALL 
REELS 


San Francisco, Sept. 2. 
Teienews, which already has three 





its own newsreel producing system. 

First project will be a 13-week 
series entitled ‘Football Forecast,’ 
which has already been sold to 50 
theatres outside the Telenews houses, 





Hollywood, Sept. 2. 


‘Gone With the Wind. As in 


casting ideas. 


Americans. 
concerns players fans wish to 
in the picture. Nearly 15% 


way’s 
within a half-inch of her scalp. The 





of correspondents is that snipping a 
| woman's hair makes her ugly. 


had three years in which to put over 
their campaign for the Civil War 
,Story, Paramount has but eight 
;months in which to generate the 





|same kind of excitement. In less 
time than that, however, Orson 
Welles managed to achieve the 


| greatest publicity penetration of any 
| picture save GWTW with his con- 
| troversial ‘Citizen Kane.’ 
| Elements in the bally to be un- 
folded include the purchase price 
of the book ($150,000); the color of 
Hemingway's personality; the racy 
character of the love story; the drama 
in the Spanish civil war scene and 
as much controversy as can possibly 
be aroused over the selection of ac- 
tors for various roles. 
Flock of Tests 
Tests for the roles were begun 
Aug. 18 and will continue for cix 





although first 400-foot subject has! 
not yet been shot. Ellis Levey,| 
Coast head for Telenews, has made} 
deals with the sports editors of the | 
Los Angeles Times, San Francisco} 
Chronicle and Oakland Tribune, and } 
is in negotiation with the Seattle 
Times and Portland Oregonian, for 
last-minute pre-game forecasts 
which will hit screens just ahead of | 
Pacific Coast Conference games.| 
Levey has long employed a news-| 
reel man for spot coverage and el 
made several subjects, but this is 
the first time a definite producing 
setup has been worked out. 


F&M PIPES RADIO NEWS 
INTO 4 ST. L. FILMERS: 


St. Louis, Sept. 2. 
Harry C. Arthur, Jr., guiding head 
of Fanchon & Marco’s interests here, 
made a deal with radio station 
KXOK, owned and operated by the 
Star-Times, whereby radio news pro- | 


| 











| grams will be piped into four large 


film houses during the five-minute 
‘breathers’ that occur between the 
feature pictures. F.&M. paid ap- 
proximately $3,500 for apparatus to 


carry the station’s wires to the sound | 


screen and arrangements have been 


made whereby any exceptional news | 


bulletin that may be worthy of 


the theatre audience 


aratus that will disconnect the pic- 
I 


| ture sound track during the time the 
| broadcast is made. 


This is believed to be the first city 


in the U. S. to carry radio new 
programs to audiences via the scre¢ 

sound systen The yvatio ef 
fective Friday 5), 1 be ust 

the Ambassador, downtown de cer 
5.000-seatey Fo the M ) and 


C+ oe Dn aain 
~ Loui ali IN MIQGLoy J re 


tur: or tne ervice, tne ft 


the 


‘Ground Pilots’ Glorified 
Hollywood, Sept 2 

Soldiers without wings get a break 
in ‘Ground Pilots,’ a tale of the non- 
flying crews in the U. S. Air Corps. 
to be produced by Ralph Dietrich at 
based on Dietrich’s orig- 
inal story. 

Outdoor shooting will be done at 
Chanute Field, Ill., with cooperation 
of the army. 


WILLA MARTIN WITH RKO 

Willa Martin has been added to 
the publicity staff at the RKO h.o. | 
She’l handle fashions and _ the 
women’s angle. 

Femme also runs a syndicate sup- | 


| plying film news to a string of 17 | 
| papers, but may curtail that in light 
| 


of the RKO tieup. She has aiso 


companies at various times. 


| son, 


weeks. Those guing before the cam- 
era—for Maria—include Ingrid Berg- 
man, Esther Fernandez, Betty Field, 
Vivien Leigh, Luise Rainer. Bar- 
bara Stanwyck, Frances Farmer. 
Patricia Morison, Annabella, Hedy 
Lamarr, Katharine Hepburn, Mar- 


| garet Sullavan and Ida Lupino. For 


Pilar: ~ Ethel Barrymore, Blanche 
Yurka, Gale Sondergaard, Marjorie 
Rambeau, Pola Negri, Norma Tal- 
madge, Nita Naldi, Katherine Cor- 
nell, Janet Beecher, Fay Bainter, 
Nazimova. 

For Pablo: Thomas Mitchell, Akim 
Tamiroff, Wally Beery, Edward Ar- 
nold, Oscar Homolka, Fortunio Bon- 
anova, Fritz Kortner, Brian Donlevv, 
J. Carrol Naish, Edward G. Robin- 
Charles Laughton and Ernest 
Hemingway, himself. For El Sordo: 
Victor McLaglen, Victor Jory, George 
Bancroft, Irving Pichel, Lionel Bar- 
rymore, Sig Rumann. For the Gypsy: 
Cesar Romero, Joseph Calleia, Joseph 
Schildkraut, Leo Carrillo, Alan Hale, 
Humphrey Bogart. For Anselmo: 


| Harry Carey, Walter Brennan, Sam- 


For 
Frich 


uel H. Hinds, Lynne Overman. 
General Golz: Conrad Veidt, 
Von Stroheim, Desi Arnaz. 

For the prize male role in the pic- 
ture, that of young Robert Jordan: 
Stirling Hayden, Tyrone Power, Mac- 


donald Carey, Gary Cooper and 
Robert Taylor. 
These. of course, are the names 


that will be bandied about in the 
| press until the great day of the final 
selection comes Then, more than 
likely, the cast will include a lot of 
Paramount contract players and one 
or two big names from other lIots 
But certain that a whale of a 
lot of white snace in newspapers an 
magazines will be filled with st ee 
t ‘For Whom the Bell Tol 
een now and the time the picture 


released 


Ho'dover Clins Into 


Another (Non-Hays) Pic 


Armand Denis, 


tion picture producer, is assembling 


explorer and mo- 


a new picture of five reels which will 
‘Dark Rapture’ 
sequences from 

which had been 

Picture Pro- 

of America, 

specially re- 


cuts from 
unused 
previous pictures 
banned by the Motion 
Distributors 
film will be 


include 


and other 


ducers & 


Inc The 


| leased about the first of November in 


theatres which do not require a Hays 
office seal, and no attempt will be 
made to secure such a seal. 

Banned material include exotic 
dances, dance contests between na- 
tives of Africa, and certain rituals 
which heretofore have not been 
shown on U. S. screens. Assembling 
is being done in N. Y. and on the 
Coast. ‘Dark Rapture’ was with- 


film | drawn from distribution by Univer- 


sal Aug. 23. 


™ 





- Campaign Along Lines of Gone’ | 


f 


Paramount is gearing itself for aj 
publicity campaign on Ernest Hem-! 
ingway’s ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls’ 
that the studio hopes will top the. 
terrific impact of the campaign for! 
they 
case of GWTW, a lot of voluntary i 
assistance is being given by fans with 


Up to this week Paramount has | 
received 28,000 letters from U.S. and ; 
Canadian fans and 9,000 from Latin | 
About 65% of the mail | 

see F 
have | 
urged the studio to follow Heming- | 
story and cut Maria's hair | 


concensus of another sizeable group | 


While David O. Selznick’s flacks | 
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THE PITTSBURGH KID 


(Continued from page 8) 


as might be imagined, is his reading 
of lines. It’s one continuous mono- 
tone. And he has plenty of lines, 
too, for he’s in the Octavus Roy 
Cohen yarn from beginning to end. 
He speaks clearly, however, looks 
okay and handles himself well, albeit 
a bit stiffly. 

While the glovesman’s limp deliv- 
ery of the dialog is perfectly ex- 
cusable, as the guy’s obviously a 
fighter and not an actor, there seems 
no apology for the same kind of 
single-tone talk from the rest of the 
cast. It’s difficult to tell whether 
they are just holding themselves 
down to Conn’s level or they are 
really that bad—and the latter sus- 
picion seems the correct one. 

Poor work by the players, trite 
story line and the spots that direc- 
tor Jack Townely has frequently al- 
lowed to stow to a crawl will keep 
the picture from registering at the 
b.o. with any more of the public 
than those to whom Billy Conn is 
big beans. Its entertaining qualities 
don’t go beyond the young pug from 
Pittsburgh. 

Screen play that Earl Felton and 
Houston Branch have carved from 
Cohen’s Collier’s story may dis- 
appoint some of the ring coterie in 
that there’s not enough exhibition of 
fighting; there’s sufficient for all 
general purposes, however. Story 
picks up Conn with the death of his 
manager just as he finds himself a 
comer. Jonathan Hale, a sharpshoot- 
ing manager, thinks the kid’s a good 
bet and sets his flaxen-locked vixen 
of a daughter, Veda Ann Borg, on 
Billy’s scent. 

Femme almost has him inked to a 
pact with her father when daughter 
of Conn’s former manager, Jean 
Parker, who’s in love with the guy, 
decides she’ll have him from Hale 
by insisting on contractual rights 
and managing him herself. He 
resents it, of course, but gives in 
and the femme builds him, with 
the help of newspaper columnist 
Dick Purcell, to a championship 
bout with the top slug, who happens 
to be in Hale’s stable. Meantime, 
Hale’s daughter has been giving 
Conn a heavy play and he’s falling 
for it, much to the annoyance of 
her b.f., Alan Baxter, a smoothie 
with a rough interior. Baxter's out 
to plug Conn but gets it himself in- 
stead and the Pittsburgh kid goes up 
for a murder rap in the process. 
Comes out all right, of course, with 
the aid of Miss Borg, who tosses 
Conn’s. affections back to Miss 
Parker to provide the necessary 
combination when fighter’s in the 
midst of losing the big bout. 

Among the sports figures who play 
themselves—or a semblance of them- 
selves—in the cast is Arthur Dono- 
van, who referees thg championship 
tussle; Henry Armstrong, who has 
an interesting go with Conn as one 
of his sparring partners; Jack Roper, 
the champ whom Conn battles; Sam 








Balter, Mutual sports columnist of | 


the air, who does a radio announcer 
stint; Freddie Steele and Dan Tobey. 
Herb. 


NO GREATER SIN 


University Films (Edward Golden) pro- 
duction and release; Jeffrey Bernerd, pro- 
duction Features Leon Ames 
Luana Walters, Directed by William Nigh. 
Screenplay by Michel Jacoby from original 
by Mary C. Ransone; camera, Harry Neu- 


associate 


mann; editor, Robert Golden. At Globe 
N.Y., week Aug. 28, 1941. Running time, 
79 MINS, 
BPP, ‘CRVOMOGR 6 5 occccisievecccss Leon Ames 
oo , Saree Luana Walters 
(i. eee John Gallaudet 
ee George Taggart 
ce OEE OTT TTETT TS 
Pa James..... PTT TERT TRTEET Tee Guy Usher 
ere ee P Bodil Rosing 
PI A686 aSKC sb Eee William Gould 
ee ER eee: Tristram Coffin 
a ee ae Henry Roquemore 
a Rarer & Frank Jaquet 
SN sora s cue adokane cae bene Rolf Harolde 
i 60350tds ceasauRes .....Lee Shumay 
This is the initial attempt in a 


non-sexer film to bring into the open 


the scourge of syphilis and rip from | 
of mystery, | 


it the years-old 
ignorance’ and 


mask 


hush-hush. That 


would appear to be a commendable | 


aim were the motives of the 
ducer purely (well, even 
purely) altruistic and were there an 
assurance that exhibs wouldn’t sen- 
sationalize advertising to 
into nothing more than a common 
exploitation picture. There’s no such 
assurance, of course, and the likeli- 
hood is too great that it will wind 
up with the roughest ads newspapers 
will accept and the wildest marquees 
and houseboards the cops will allow. 
Even so, trade will be thin in the 
limited number of situations that can 
handle a film of this type. It’s too 
tough and unpleasant a subject. 

_Pic is the first from the produc- 
tion incubator of Edward Golden, 
former Salesmanager of Monogram. 
Working with him on it was Jeffrey 
Bernerd, former chief of the Gau- 
mont-British distribution setup in 
England and the U. S. As might be 
expected on the slim budget with 


which the pair operated, the corner- | 


cutting is plenty apparent. Photog- 
raphy is frequently fuzzy and the 
cutting and editing (done by Gold- 
ens son, Robert) often amateurish. 
Recording is likewise not good, 
which leaves very little in the way 
of assets on the technical side. 
Mary C. Ransone’s original story 
puts quite a load of meller around 
the educational stuff, but it’s not ob- 


pro- | 
almost | 


turn it} 


jectionable in view of the obvious 
type of audience a pic like this 
would get. Story, in fact, is better 
than the screenplay that Michel 
Jacoby has fashioned from it, with 
oe of its dialog embarrasingly 
rad. 

Yarn tells of a public health com- 
missioner out to clean up an indus- 
trial and army town of prostitutes 
and the syphilis they are spreading. 
He enlists the local paper in his 
campaign with a gal reporter (that’s 
a bit far-fetched) assigned to aid 
him in investigating and to write the 
stories. Interwoven with this are 
the difficulties of a youth who wants 

to get married but who finds he has 
the disease. He goes to a quack who 
takes his coin and does nothing for 
him, but tells him that he is cured. 
Lad then marries the sister of the 
gal reporter and just before their 
baby is to be born it is discovered 
they both have syphilis. 

Boy, in anger at being duped by 


the doc pulls a gun. In the result- 
ant scuffle the M.D. is killed. The 
lad, up for murder, refuses to reveal 
reason for the battle because he 
doesn’t want the public disgrace on 
his wife and coming baby. His at- 
torney gets the tale out of him, 
however, and he’s cleared. Result is 
town council’s voting of money to 
the health commissioner for cleaning 
up the prosties. He had previously 
been denied it, council wanting the 
prevalence of the disease played 
down as giving the community a bad 
name. Commissioner and the gal 
reporter in the meantime, of course, 
have also fallen for each other. 

There’s little punch - pulling. 
Words ‘syphilis’ and ‘prostitute’ are 
freely used, although not bandied 
about. Major educational value is 
In encouraging blood tests by show- 
ing how painless a Wasserman is 
and the principles on which it 
works. Also in stressing that there’s 
a positive treatment for the disease 
which can be administered by a 
reputable physician. 

_Acting, aside from that of the mar- 
ried boy and girl (George Taggart 
and Adele Pearce), is rather pro- 
ficient. Most of the players are 
Hollywood regulars in indie and 
major B productions. Leon Ames is 
the health commissioner and Luana 
Walters the _ reporter. William 


good pace, although his handling of 


the tenderer scenes leaves plenty 
wanting. Herb. 


PRAIRIE STRANGER 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 


Columbia release of William Berke pro- 





duction. Stars Charles Starrett. Directed 
by Lambert Hillyer. Screenplay by Wins- 
ton Miller based on book by James L, 
Rubel; camera, Benjamin Kline; editor, 
James Sweeney; asst. director, Tommy 
Flood. Previewed in studio projection 
room, Aug 28, 41. Running time, 58 
MINS, 
Steven Monroe........eos. Charles Starrett 
ed RE EARS Cae Cliff Edwards 
Bo Serer re rT Tee Patti McCarty 
Pe OMEN ve ceege cecueads Forbes Murray 
Ce rae ere Frank LaRue 
Perry Teer errr Archi Twitchell 
CRE. 6 65 as od 8 0b6 60k ORS 8% .Francis Walker 
Pet, We OGRE IMNO i 6.004 kx6e00e SONS Edmond Cobb 
SIROOTCORGT 6.c-6<0000064000s0d 5408 James Corey 
pg ic. . * Se fo) Sas Par Russ Powell 


Lew Preston and Ranch Hands 


Third of new series of Charles 
Starrett westerns, detailing the ad- 
ventures of a frontier sawbones, 
needs injections of action and riding 
to survive. ‘Prairie Stranger’ rolls 
along to the half-way mark before 
anything happens—and then it soft- 


Edwards, blow into a Nevada town 
to set up an office. Opposition of an 
eastern doctor culls all the paying 
patients, with the pair taking cow- 
hand jobs on a ranch. Strange poi- 
| soning of cattle breaks out; Starrett 
|is accused, but he indulges 
} formula routines to finally catch the 
| villain of the yarn. 

Picture drags through the 
half, and picks up only nominal 
speed to the finish. It’s an inade- 
quate actioner, and Columbia must 
needs hop up future issues of the 
series for continuance. 
| Edwards and Lew Preston and His 
|Ranch Hands provide several 
boy ditties with strumming accom- 
|}paniment. Interludes provide the 
| best parts of the picture. Walt. 





A Day in Soviet Russia 


(SOVIET-MADE) 
London, Aug. 14. 





Anglo-American Film Corp. release of 
Central Newsree] Studios Production. Di- 
rected by M, Slutsky, R. Karmen; scenario 
by B. Yagling, M. Tseitlin; music, Daniel 
Pokrass; lyrics, V. Lebedev-Kumach; edi- 
tors, H Marshall and Sidney Cole 
commentator, Qu n Reynolds camera, 
t. Karmen, M. Oshurkov, B. Nebylitsky. 


| At Phoenix theatre, Lond Running 


time, 60 MINS 





Stalin’s ‘Hour of Charm’ would, in 
normal times, get mere attention as 
| capable celluloidiana slightly over- 
long. But these are other days and 
the terrain depicted here has long 
been built into a first cousin to the 
mysterious. Thus it’s doubtful if 





look at the Soviet way. Film has 
| all the looks of natural b.o. It’s ex- 
cellent dramatography, travels on a 
script that clicks in workmanlike 


the phoney medico, calls on him and | 


Nigh’s direction keeps action at a| 


| pedals the heroics required by action | 
| audiences. t’s a weak filler for the 
action houses. 


Starrett and comedy sidekick, Cliff | 


in the} 


first | 


cOow- | 


many would resist the urge for a | 


and much charm. 
‘A Day in Soviet Russia’ 
kaleidoscope of activity. 


tions, pleasures. 

Some of the stuff screened will 
evoke ‘ah’s’; for example, a quad- 
ruple-engined plane that sleeps 64 
Passengers, a mammoth streamlined 
pleasure steamer transporting at 60 
m.p.h., a road-test for the ordinary 
Soviet auto. Technicaily there’s one 
aspect of the film that falls short-— 
editing is definitely abrupt. * 

A couple of hundred feet or so are 
devoted to Quentin Reynolds for 
introing the subject. He handles a 
Cigaret lighter like there was no 
such thing as a camera present. 
Narration is gaily unobtrusive. 
Queer though is constant reference, 
when making a comparison of things 
U. S., to New York City as America; 
or to put it another way, making 
Manhattan serve for the States as an 
example in behaviorism. 





Sunset Murder Case 
(WITH MUSIC) 


George Hirliman production and release. 
Features Sally Rand. Directed by Louis 
Gasnier, Screenplay by Arthur Hoerl, Paul] 
Franklin from Harold Joyce story; camera, 


Mark Stengler; editor, Martin G. Cohn; 
music, Hugo Riesenfeld; special music, 
Sam Coslow. At Stanley, N. r., week 
Aug. 31, ’41. Running time, 59 MINS, 

ene CP COMMOP, sis sce st6ceesus Sally Rand 
Se SNE co kocencesacenss Reed Hadley 
SOR FIOMINE. + ccccesecesccess Dennie Moore 
PONY ssicoccdisicocsaccaives see same 
eT reer reer res Paul Sutton 
SE. vase hee0 den sc oe nea Stanley Price 
a SAP rere pereceooese Vince Barnett 
ES eS is thas Esther Muir 
wee GOO. 0:66.600 066605 Frank O'Connor 
oy eo George Douglas 
ere NOEs 66:44-03% s0o60004Re8 Lona Andre 
Sy BOON s 5 0h.00:i60 60060400604 Mary Brodel 
PONCE 6n65-5560006460040865 Bruce Mitchell 
OOO 000.64:63.0094090 0005004 Eddie Gordon 
PIGOF co ncccceccces Perere Tt Te Lester Dorr 
IMNCEPNE cr coccccsesoce ievewessaas Bill Duray 
Mere e er Pree T eee reer Monte Carter 


Henry King and Orchestra 





This one is a thin excuse for an 
hour’s screen time. Picture will find 
it tough making the grade even on 
dual setups. 

This Sally Rand opus has been a 
ijlong time getting a clean bill of 
| health from the N. Y. state censors. 
And with its release one wonders 
| what all the shooting was about. 
Excepting that the film doesn’t do 
lright by the fan dancer, ‘Sunset 
| Murder Case’ stands out only as a 





fashion, it has topline camera work, 


is a 
( Whole of 
the Soviet is covered; its industrial 
life, public facilities, people, occupa- 


mighty sad piece of melodramatic 
tripe. Exhibs may get ’em in on the 
idea of seeing a daring Rand dance 
(which they don’t see), but that’s all. 

Routine gangster murder yarn has 
been manhandled in casting, acting, 
directing and scripting. Miss Rand 
hints some promise as an actress 
even though handed a stupid heroine 
role here in which she has been 
inanely directed and accorded gosh- 
awful closeups. 

Not even given the break to show 
off adequately in the one peacock 
dance—obviously badly trimmed by 
censors—yarn is just another gang- 
ster distortion. Detective-pappy of 
the nightclub dancer having been 
shot down in cold blood by mob- 
sters, she sets out to avenge the 
deed. As projected, it’s all extremely 
corny. 

There is a large cast, but it’s 
minutely small on thespian ability. 

Sugar Kane, who sings with Henry 
King’s ork (which is okay), shows 
some promise as the vapid-minded 
emme. Dennie Moore, despite the 
hammy sequences, shows something. 
One song, ‘I'd Rather Look At You,’ 
is fairly good. 

This production has been nearly 
two years getting to N. Y. exhibs. It 
wasn’t worth the wait. Wear. 





| 





/Cuando Canta El Corazon 


(‘When the Heart Sings’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
(With Songs) 
Buenos Aires, Aug. 20. 


EFA production and release. Stars Hugo 


Del Carrill; features Aida Luz, Jose 
Olarra, Felisa Mary, Oscar Vallicelli, 
Adrian Cueno, Maria Ester Gamas, Julio 


Searcella, Bicky Astori, Eva Guerrero, 
Jorge Petrosino, Julio Renato, Fausto For- 
oni, Agustin Barrios, Alberto Terrones, 
King Wallace and Emilio Fuentes. Story, 
R. M. Taboada, R. Pineyro and R, de 
Solana. .Directed by Richard Harlan. At 
Monumental, Buenos Aires, Running time, 
82 MINS. 





Three author credits are tagged on 
to ‘Cuando Canta El Corazon’ (‘When 
| the Heart Sings’), latest Argentine- 
‘made from Establecimientos Filma- 
dores Argentinos while three more 
are unlisted. That oldie about too 
many cooks fits the solution exactly, 
| Only the presence of Hugo del Car- 
ril and inclusion of a potpourri of 
popular tangoes hold it together, at 
least for the downtown houses in 
Latin America. It may do better in 
the nabes, but it’s definitely grade B. 
Picture was watched with particular 











Resume of Best Shorts of the Month 








Partly spoiled by some _ alleged 
comedy. 

‘T’ll Never Heil Again,’ Three 
Stooges comedy; 18 min. Trio of 


top men in mythical kindom of 
Moronica. Kids the dictators and 
Axis partners—and it's funny. This’ll 
make ’em forget many of those ‘D’ 


features. 





METRO 

of Florida,’ FitzPatrick 
color traveltalk (1941-42 subject); 
10 min. Much overdone subject 
made appealing by ace color photog- 
raphy and FitzPatrick’s own neat 
| narrating. Underwater scenes in 
| color reach a new high in camera- 
ing. 

| ‘Coffins on Wheels,’ two-reeler in 
| ‘Crime Does Not Pay’ series; 18 mins 


‘Glimpses 


Compactly constructed dramatic 
|short story exposing a used-car 
| racket. Gangster short with crim- 
| inals brought to justice. Swell cast. 
‘Man Who Changed the World,’ 
| Miniatures series; 10 min. Carey | 


Wilson relates story of James Har- 
greaves who invented spinning jenny 
and did more to change world his- 
all the wars. Neatly re- 


tory than 
One of better ones in this 


enacted. 
group. 
‘One-Two-Three, Go!’ 
comedy; 10 min. 
acters in safety crusade subject. 
These laugh pictures go on and on, 
| but are better in single-reel version. 


Our Gang 
Kid char- 


one-reel 


Best for juvenile audiences. 
PARAMOUNT 
‘Pest Pilot. Popeye, the Sailor 


cartoon comedy; 7 min. Spinach- 
‘eating job tries to keep Poopdeck 
| Pappy from becoming a test pilot, 
unsuccessfully. Maintains high en- 
tertainment average in series. 
‘What’s LaCrosse?’ Grantland Rice 
Sportlight; 9 min. Ted Husing’s nar- 


of old Indian game up to present- 
'day vogue. Skillfully executed ath- 
|letic topic done up brown. 

‘It’s a .Hap-Hap-Happy Day.’ 
| Gabby cartoon comedy in color; 7 
|min, This talkative know-it-all talks 


| himself into a ludicrous camp trip. | 


| Max Fleischer’s studio has done deft 

animation and colorful background, 

| with numerous original quirks. 
RKO 


‘Peace—by Adolf Hitler.’ 


March 


COLUMBIA 
‘Tee Up,’ World of Sports one-| 
reeler. Patty Berg, young golf 
champ, doing her stuff on_ links, 


aided by Bill Stern’s deft comments. | 


roughhouse clowns romp around as | 


| ration interestingly traces the origin | 


; of Time; 18 min. Documentary type 
yarn which editorializes along ob- 
| vious anti-Nazi lines. Neat audience | 
package because of world interest in 
what goes on upon the peace front. 
‘Information Please,’ with Anna 


+ 
| attention here because del Carril ig 
! currently in the States, angling for 
Hollywood possibilities, and director 
Richard Harlan is the only U. S. di- 
rector on any local lot. 

Story is that old fave about a rich 
man about town who’s confined to 
his pop’s estancia after he loses 
lot of cash running around town. 
When he finishes his year on the 
farm he heads back to the bright 
lights, seeks out his singer sweet- 
heart and marries her without tip- 
ping off the old folks. The pair sets 
out with the gal’s troupe, goes 
through poverty and finally makes’ 
good. Parents are finally reconciled 
and accept an invitation for what 
they think is the wedding. Turns | 
out to be the baptism of the first 
born with resultant confusion and’ 
final settlement. i 

Dialog in spite of its commonplaces’ 
is amusing and expressions likely to” 
be picked up by nabe audiences may 
help build interest. Plot develops 
slowly with repetition of scenes and’ 
songs usually looking as if they’d™ 
been shuffled in from a deck of 
cards.. Finale comes with a review 
of old tangoes presented in an olde 
fashioned style. Characters, while’ 


garner laughs. Horserace sequence! 
which provides the punch close is 
also rather good. 

Del Carril’s warbling and handling 
of the guitar, especially in ‘Silencio,’ 
a new tango especially written for 
the pic, are up to standard but his 
acting is still weak. Aida Luz does © 
well as his chief support. Photog-_ 
raphy good and musical background | 
better than average. Ray. © 


t 





Persona Honrada Se 


Necesita 


(‘Honest Person Needed’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 20. 
Lumiton Films production and release. 
Features Francisco Petrone, Alicia Vignoli, 
Marcelo Ruggero, Pedro Maratea, Carlos 
Morganti, Rosa Cata, Edna Norrell, l’edro 


Bibe, Alberto Terrones, Salvador Sinai, 
Jose Ruzo, Renee Pocovi, Alfredo Fornae 
resio. Story, Sixto Pondal Rios and Care = 
los Olivari. Directed by Francisco Mue 
gica. At Monumental theatre, Buenos 
Aires, Running time, 77 MINS, 





Done with the same writing combo, 
producer and director as the smash 
Argentine hit, ‘Tuesday, Orchids,’ 
‘Persona Honrada se Necesita’ (‘Hon- 
est Person Needed’) rates as a good 


any top ranking. 
good draw at Latin boxoffices, espe- 
cially in the nabes, and may be of 
some interest for U. S. presentation 
because of its backgrounds of city 
life in Buenos Aires. 

Story, while conventional, is given 
plenty of movement by Director 
Francisco Mugica, and clever dialog 
by Sixto Pondal Rios and Carlos Oli- 
varia adds-to the attractiveness. Sen- 
timental touches accent the second 








Neagle guesting; 9 min. Decided 
pickup over recent issues, with pro- 
ducers deciding apparently that} 
more down-to-earth questions are 
| needed. 

| ‘Truant Officer Donald’ Walt Dis- 
'ney Donald Duck cartoon comedy; | 
| 8 min. 
of business from this studio in a 
couple of months or more. 


20TH-FOX 
‘Winter in Eskimo Land.’ 
Hubbard Alaskan 
min. Lowell Thomas’ 
lending balance to superb wintry 
photography. 


toon cartoon comedy; 7 min. Brightly 


cution, 
this series. 





Universal 

‘The Screwdriver,’ Walter 
cartoon comedy. Seven 
Woody Woodpecker as a jerk with | 
a jalopy setting a dizzy pace that 
sends a soft-hearted traffic cop to 
a padded cell. Built for pop 
ence appeal, and clicko results. 

‘Is Everybody Happy?’ Name- 
band musical, with Ted Lewis and | 
lother revue artists. Eight minutes. | 
Showmanlike presentation of Lewis’ | 
band act, with Kay, Katya & Kay, | 


Lantz 
minutes. | 


audi- 


dance trio; Charles Whittier and | 
Four LeAhn Sisters rating laurels 


with the maestro. 


‘Dizzy Doings.’ Personality 
sical. Eighteen minutes. Novel way 


dance acts, spotlighting Mary Healy, 
Frank Gaby, Rhythm Rascals, the 
|Theodores and Ted Arkin and 
| Dorothy Roberts. Okay for av- 
|}erage audiences. 

Warner Bros. 
‘Carnival of Rhythm.’ Two-reeler 


in color with Katherine Dunham’s } 
| pacity and fact that the better type 


dance troupe. Lavish color over- 
|}comes jerky direction. 
bers trimmed of sexy tinge by deft 
cutting. Cashes in on current Latin- 
American music craze. 

‘We, the Animals, Squeak.’ Looney 
| Tune cartoon comedy. Seven min- 
| utes. Leon Schlesinger’s infectious 
| Porky Pig as spieler on animal radio 
| program. Holds to series laugh 
gait. 


| has been 


Most laugh-provoking piece {he’s wanted by the cops. 


Father 
Adventure; 10} 
fine voice | 


‘Bringing Home the Bacon.’ Terry- | 
: : ; football game 
conceived and trimly gaited in exe- | 4 “ 
with typical characters of | 
| good in the title role, playing with 
| understanding not only on the farce 


| Alicia Vignoli is not only easy on the 
|}eyes, but turns in a nice perform- 
| ance. 


Strong reason for | 
name-band musicals even this long. | 
mu- | 
| test to 


of stringing together some song-and- | such a 


| State chain. 


Dance num-| 


half, but the hackneyed background 
submitted to a treatment 
which takes the curse off by inject- 
ing ironic and ingenious episodes 
carried out with naturalness and con- 
viction. 

Story tells of a crook who wins a 
lottery but can’t go te collect because 
He adver- 
tises for an innocent young girl to do 
the job, wins her trust, but falls in 
love at the same time. He’s inspired 
by her pure life, gives himself up, 
returns the money he has stolen and 
goes for a stretch in the jug. At the 
end of his sentence he returns to join 
her. 

Morality hasn’t been stressed, and 
Mugica kids his plot. Shots at the 
River Plate football stadium in a 
which highlights the 
pic are well done. 


Francisco Petrone is_ especially 


portions, but the emotional scenes, 


Especially noteworthy is the 
comic, Marcelo Ruggero, who helps 
keep the light tone of the piece. 
Photography good and musical 
background adequate. Ray. 


Frisco SmallSeater @ 
Testing Single-Bi! 


San Francisco, Sept. 2. 

The Vogue, 392-seat de luxe nabe, 
went single-bill Sunday (31) in a 
determine whether or not 
policy can pay out here. 
House is owned by Sam H. Levin’s 
San Francisco Theatres, Inc., which 
is associated with T. & D. Jr., which 
in turn is affiliated with the Golden 





Vogue, acquired by S. F. Theatres 
about eight months ago, was chosen 
for the test because of its small ca- 


of films do particularly well there. 





HIS TROUBLES BEGIN 
Hollyweod, Sept. 2. 
Louie Greenspan, after 15 years 
lin trade newspaper work, wants to 
| learn motion picture production. 
Starts today in the RKO prcduc- 
tion clepartmentt. 


apparently out of stock, manage to @ 


ee ae 


sentimental farce without achieving | 
It’s likely to be a | 

























ee ae eee 


peeserice 


_— 


momen .et 


- oo easseoe e - 








ait 


~_—-— eet ee 


18 PICTURES 





VARTETY 





Wednesday, September 3, 1941 





Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Operations at the studios are currently in high with 
ie 191 pictures already completed, cutting or shooting 
opresenting approximately 28% of the total output of 
21 films slated for delivery under the 1941-42 schedule 
y 10 studios. Total of 52 pictures have been com- 
leted, RKO and 20th-Fox taking the lead among the 
iajors with seven each, while Paramount and Metro 
»llow with five each. Paramount and Universal have 





the largest number of pictures awaiting release or in 
the cutting rooms, 17 at each studio, while Columbia 
runs second with 16. ; 

Among the 10 studios listed there are 93 pictures in 
all nearing release, with 41 shooting. Warners, with 
five cutting and four completed, has eight shooting with 
expectations that the studio will swing into action on 
a more extensive scale before the end of this month. 





Columbia 





Promised Com- Shoot- Now 


41-42 pleted ing Cutting To so 

ere 48 2 2 12 32 
WEStOrMS wcecccces 16 1 0 4 ll 
erials ee er 4 0 0 0 q 
NS ates. ebibves 68 3 2 16 47 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting releases: 

GO WEST YOUNG LADY, musical; prod., Robert 
jparks; dir., Frank Strayer; camera, Henry Freulich; 
10 writing credits. Cast: Penny Singleton, Glenn Ford, 
Ann Miller, Allen Jenkins, Charles Ruggles, Onslow 
stevens, Edith Meiser, Bob Wills and Texas Cowboys. 


HARMON OF MICHIGAN, drama; prod., Wallace 
MacDonald; dir., Charles Barton; no writing crediis; 
‘amera, John Stumar. Cast: Tom Harmon, Anita 


,ouise, Oscar O’Shea, Warren Ashe, Larry Parks, For- 
»st Evashevski. 

BACHELORS’ BABIES, formerly THE STORK 
PAYS, comedy; prod., Jack Fier; dir.. Lew Landers; no 
writing credits; camera, L. W. O'Connell. Cast: Maxie 
Rosenbloom, Rochelle Hudson, Victory Jory, Danny 
Mummert, George McKay, Forest MacMahon, Bobby 
Larson. 

KING OF DODGE CITY. western: asso. prod., Leon 
Barsha;: dir., Lambert Hillyer; orig. screenplay. Gerald 
Geraghty; camera, Benjamin Kline. Cast: Bill Elliot, 
Tex Ritter. Judith Linden, Dub Taylor, Gus Ashe, Dick 
Anderson, Pierce Lydon. 

TWO LATINS FROM MANHATTAN, formerly 
GIRLS FRCM PANAMA, drama; asso. prod., Wallace 
MacDonald; dir., Charles Barton; orig. screenplay, 
Albert Duffy; camera, John Stumar. Cast: Joan Davis, 
Jinx Falkenburg, Joan Woodbury, Carmen Morales, 
Marquita Bonanova, Don Beddoe, Richard Fiske, Lloyd 
Bridges, John Dilson, Dick Elliott, Tim Ryan, Chuck 
Morrison. 

THE MEN IN HER LIFE, formerly WOMAN OF DE- 
SIRE, formerly TONIGHT BELONGS TO US, drama; 
prod.-dir., Gregory Ratoff; screenplay. Lady Eleanor 
Mercin-Smith; camera, Arthur Miller and Harry 
Stradling. Cast: Loretta Young, Dean Jagger, Eugenie 
Leontovich, Conrad Veidt, Victor Varconi. 


TEXAS, western; asso. prod., Sam Bischoff; dir., 
George Marshall; story, Michael Blankfort, Lewis Melt- 
zer.; screenplay, Horace McCoy, Michael -Biankfort, 
Lewis Meltzer; camera, George Meehan. Cast: William 
Holden, Glenn Ford, Claire Trevor, George Bancroft, 
Edgar Buchanan, Andy Tombes, Edmund MacDonald, 
Harrison Green, Merlin Nelson, George Lloyd, Ralph 
Peters, Addison Richards, Don Beddoe. 


BLONDE FROM SINGAPORE, drama: asso. prod., 


Jack Fier; dir. Edward Dmytryk; story, Houston 
Branch; screenplay, George Bricker; camera, Lou 
O’Connell. Cast: Florence Rice, Leif Erickson, Gor- 


don Jones, Don Beddoe, Adele Rowland, Alexander 
Darcy. 

YOU’LL NEVER GET RICH, com. drama; asso. prod., 
Sam Bischoff; dir., Sidney Lanfield; screenplay, Michael 
Fessier, Ernest Pagano; camera, Phil Tannura. Cast: 
Fred Astaire, Rita Hayworth, Martha Tilton, Sunnie 
O’Dea, Kay St. Germaine (40-41). 

THREE GIRLS ABOUT TOWN, comedy; prod., Sam 
Bischoff; dir., Leigh Jason; no writing credits; camera, 
Franz Planer. Cast: Joan Blondell, Janet Blair, John 
Howard. 

YOU BELONG TO ME, comedy; prod.-dir., Wesley 
Ruggles; screenplay, Cldude Binyon; camera, Joseph 
Walker. Cast: Barbara Stanwyck, Henry Fonda, Edgar 
aeeenan, Melville Cooper, Harold Waldridge, Charles 

rnt. 

LONE STAR VIGILANTES, formerly THE LAW 
OF THE WINCHESTER, western; prod., Leon Barsha; 
dir., Wally Fox; no writing credits; camera, Benjamin 
Kline. Cast: Bill Elliott, Tex Ritter, Virginia Car- 
penter, Frank Mitchell, Luana Walters, Bud Buster, 
George Chesboro, Francis Walker. 

ELLERY QUEEN AND THE MURDER RING, for- 
merly DUTCH SHOE MYSTERY, meller: prod., Larry 
Darmour; dir., James Hogan; story, Ellery Queen; 
screenplay, Dwight Taylor; camera, James Brown. 
Cast: Ralph Bellamy, Margaret Lindsay, Charley 
Grapewin, James Burke, Mona Barrie, Paul Hurst, 
Blanche Yurka, Tom Dugan, Leon Ames, George Zucco, 
Dennis Moore, Charlotte Wynters, Jean Fenwick, Pierre 
Watkin. 

SECRETS OF THE LONE WOLF, formerly LONE 
WOLF DOUBLECROSS, meller; prod., Jack Fier; dir., 


Edward Dmytryks no writing credits: camera, Phil | 


Tannura. Cast: Warren William, Ruth 
Blore, Thurston Hall, Fred Kelcey, 
Victor Jory, Victor Kilian. 

ROYAL MOUNTED PATROL, meller; prod., Wm. 
Berke; dir., Lambert Hillyer; no writing credits: cam- 
era, George Meehan. Cast: Charles Starrett. Russell 
Hayden, Wanda McKay, Lloyd Bridges, Don Curtis. 

HONOR OF THE WEST, western: prod. Leon 
Barsha; dir., Wally Fox; no writing credits; film editor, 
Mel Thorsen; camera, George Meehan. Cast: Bill 
Elliott, Tex Ritter, Dorothy Short, Joe McGuinn, Ralph 
Theodore. 


Ford, Eric 
Marlo Dwyer, 


Columbiia Pix in Production 
THE LADY IS WILLING, comedy-drama; prod.-dir., 


, Michell Leisen; no writing credits; camera. Theodore 
| Tetzlaff. Cast: y 


1 Marlene Dietrich, Fred MacMurray, 
Aline MacMahon, Roger Clark, Marietta Canty, Ruth 
Ford, Stanley Ridges, Chester Clute. 

SING FOR YOUR SUPPER, musical: prod., Leon 
Barsha; dir., Charles Barton; no writing credits: cam- 
era, Franz Planer. Cast: Jinx Falkenburg, Buddy 
Rogers, Eve Arden, Bert Gordon, Benny Baker, Henry 
Kolker, Don Beddoe, Bernadene Hayes, Harry Barris, 








Red Stanley, Perce Launders, Larry Parks, Lloyd 
Bridges, Walter Sandy, Don Porter. 
Promised Com-  Shoot- Now 
41-42 pleted ing Cutting To ze 
Features ......... 50 5 7 8 30 
Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 
SMILIN’ THROUGH’ drama (Technicolor), asso. 


prod., Victor Saville; dir., Frank Borzage; orig. by 


ee 
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Jane Cowl and Jane Murfin; camera, Olive Marsh. 
Cast: Jeanette MacDonald, Brian Aherne, Ian Hunter, 
Patrick O’Moore, Jackie Horner, Eric Lonsdale, David 
Clyde. 

HONKY TONK, drama; asso. prod., Pandro Berman; 
dir.. Jack Conway; no writing credits; camera, Bill 
Daniels. Cast: Clark Gable, Lana Turner, Claire 
Trevor, Marjorie Main, Frank Morgan, Albert Dekker, 
Rags Ragland, Chill Wills, Henry O'Neill. 

THE CHOCOLATE SOLDIER, musical; asso. prod., 
Victor Saville; dir.. Roy Del Ruth; no writing credits; 
camera, Karl Freund. Cast: Nelson Eddy, Rise Stevens, 
Nigel Bruce, Florence Bates. ; 

UNTITLED GARBO, drama; prod., Gottfried Rein- 
harat: dir.. George Cukor; no writing credits; camera, 
Joseph Rittenberg. Cast: Greta Garbo, Meivyn Doug- 
las, Ruth Gordon, Robert Sterling. 

UNTITLED TARZAN, drama; prod., B. T. Fineman; 
dir.. Richard Thorpe; no writing credits; camera, Clyde 
DeVinna. Cast: Johnny Weissmuller, Maureen O’Sul- 
livan, Philip Dorn, Tom Conway. 

THE NEW YORK STORY, drama; prod., Sam Marx; 
dir.. Mervyn LeRoy; camera, George Barnes; no writing 
credits; Cast: Edward G. Robinson, Edward Arnold, 
Laraine Day, Marsha Hunt. 

WHEN LADIES MEET, drama; co-producing, Robert 
Z.. Leonard and Orville O. Dull; dir., Robert Z. Leonard; 
no writing credits; camera, Robert Planck. Cast: Joan 
Crawford, Greer Garson, Robert Taylor, Herbert 
Marshall. 

FEMALE OF THE SPECIES, comedy; prod., Joseph 
L. Manckiewz; dir., W. S. Van Dyke; no writing credits; 
camera, Bill Daniels. Cast: Don Ameche, Rosalind 
Russell, Kay Francis. 

Metro Pix in Production 


SHADOW OF THE THIN MAN, comedy-drama; 
prod., Hunt Stromberg; dir., W. S. Van Dyke; no writ- 
ing credits; camera, William Daniels. Cast: William 
Powell, Myrna Loy, Donna Reed, Robert Nelson, 
Richard Hall. 

HER HONOR, formerly ACHILLES, comedy; prod., 
John Considine, Jr.; dir.. Norman Taurog; no writing 
credits; camera, Leonard Smith. Cast: Walter Pidgeon, 
Rosalind Russell, Lee Bowman, Claire Trevor, Vera 
Vague, Richard Nichols. 

BABES ON BROADWAY, musical; prod., Arthur 
Freed; dir., Busby Berkeley; no writing credits; camera, 
Lester White. Cast: Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland, 
Fay Bainter, Ray MacDonald. 

PANAMA HATTIE, musical; prod., Arthur Freed; 
dir, Norman McLeod; no writing credits; camera 
credits not set. Cast: Ann Sothern, George Murphy, 
Red Skelton, Rags Ragland, Ben Blue. 

H. M. PULHAM, ESQ., drama; dir., King Vidor; 
original story, J. P. Marquand; camera, Ray June. Cast: 
Hedy Lamarr, Robert Young, Ruth Hussey, Charles 
Coburn, Van Heflin, Bonita Granville. 

KATHLEEN, drama; prod., George Haight; dir., 
Harold S. Bucquet; original story, Kay Van Riper; 
camera Sid Wagner. Cast: Shirley Temple, Herbert 
Marshall, Laraine Day, Felix Bressart, Gail Patrick. 

THE YEARLING (production § suspended _ until 
spring), drama (Technicolor), asso. prod., Sidney 
Franklin; dir., Victor Fleming; orig. screenplay, Mar- 
jorie Kinan Rawlings; camera, Hal Rosson. Cast: 
Spencer Tracy, Gene Echman, Ann Revere, Chill Wills, 
Adeline deWalt Reynolds. 


Monogram 





Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
41-42 pleted ing Cutting To go 
ho eee ee 26 0 1 3 22 
oi. eee ee 16 1 1 2 12 
Wayne re-issues. 8 8 0 0 0 
| er 50 9 2 5 34 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 

GUN MAN FROM BODIE, western; prod., Scott R. 
Dunlap; dir., Spencer Bennett; screenplay, Jess Bowen; 
film editor, Carl Pierson; camera, Allen Thompson. 
Cast: Buck Jones, Tim McCoy, Raymond Hatton, Chris- 
tine McIntyre, Dave O’Brien. 

MOUNTAIN ROUNDUP, western; prod. Geo. W. 
Weeks; dir., S. Roy Luby; story, William L. Nolte; 
screenplay, Earle Snell, John B. Lahos; camera, Rob- 
ert Clinex. Cast: Ray Corrigan, John King, Max Ter- 
hune, Lita Conway. 

GENTLEMAN FROM DIXIE, formerly LIL 
LOUISIANA BELLE, drama; prod., Edward Finney; 
dir., Al Herman; story and screenplay, Fred Mython; 
camera, Marcel Le Picard. Cast: Jack LaRue, Marian 
Marsh, Clarence Muse, Mary Ruth. 

LET’S GO COLLEGIATE, comedy; prod., Lindsley 
Parsons; dir., Jean Yarbrough; story and screenplay, 
Edmond Kelso; camera, Mack Stengler. Cast: Frankie 
Darro, Mantan Moreland, Jackie Moran, Keye Luke, 
Gale Storm, Gordon Jones. 

SPOOKS RUN WILD, formerly GHOSTS IN THE 
NIGHT, meller; prod., Sam Katzman; dir., PI 1 Rosen; 
original screenplay, Carl Foreman, Charles Marion: 
camera, Marcel Le Picard. Cast: Bela Lugosi, Leo 
Gorcey, Hunt Hall, Bobby Jordan, Dorothy Short, Dave 
O’Brien. 

Monogram Pix in Production 

TONTO BASIN OUTLAW, western; prod., George 
Weeks; dir., S. Roy Luby; screenplay, Earl Snell, John 
Vlahos; camera, Robert Cline. Cast: Ray Corrigan, 
John King, Max Terhune. 

HERE COME THE MARINES, comedy-drama; dir., 
Lewis Garnier; no other production credits. Cast: 
Wallace Ford, Toby Wing, Grant Withers, Violet Lynch. 


Paramount 





Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
41-42 pleted. ing Cutting To go 
0 eee ere 29 5. 4 12 8 
ie eee 9 0 0 4 5 
Pic. Corp. of Am.. 3 0 1 1 1 
| ae i oe 7% ‘a 
, 3 Preys 41 5 5 17 14 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 
THE GREAT MAN’S LADY, formerly PIONEER 
WOMAN, drama; asso. prod-dir., William A. Well- 
(Continued on page 20) 


TRADE SHOWINGS 


(From Sept. 3-13) 


(Alphabetically arranged according to Exchange City, and chronologically 

sequenced according to calendar date and hour of screenings. — A ready 
| reference for all erhibitors, embracing ALL the five major distributors 
under one table. This will be brought up to date each week, listing the 
| schedule of releases for the ensuing 10 days from VARIETY’S date of publica- 
| tion. Legend: T. for Theatre; P.R. for Projection Room, Films bracketed 
will be shown as double features in that sequence.) 


ALBANY 


WED., SEPT. 3 (2 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), 20th-Fox, PR. 

WED., SEPT. 3 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (2 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


MON., SEPT. 8 (2 p.m.).. \ va Go Fast’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 





‘Yank in the sar} 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (11 a.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. L 
‘Man at Large’ ) , 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (2p. ) . } ae a ane { (20th), 20th-Fox, P:R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (11 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P. R. 
{ ‘Married gael (M-G), 20th-Fox, 
{ ‘Female of Species’ l -G) : 
| ‘Honky Tonk’ ¢ (3E-G), 20th-Pox, PR. 


ATLANTA 


WED., SEPT. 3 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (12:30 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), RKO PR. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
MON., SEPT. 8 (11 a.m.), ‘We Go Fast’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
MON., SEPT. 8 (2 p.m.), ‘Yank in the R.A.F.’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (11 a.m.), ‘Man at Large’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (2 p.m.), ‘Great Guns’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (11 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

: (‘Married Bachelor’ 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (10:30 am.).. ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ ; (M-G), RKO, P.R. 
{ ‘Female of Species’ ) 
} ‘Honky Tonk’ f (M-G), RKO, P.R. 


BOSTON 


WED., SEPT. 3 (11 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. / 
MON., SEPT. 8 (10:30 a.m.), ‘We Go Fast’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
MON., SEPT. 8 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Yank in the R.A.F.’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (10 a.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (2 p.m.), ‘Man at Large’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (3 p.m.), ‘Great Guns’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R, 
WED., SEPT. 10 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 7 
{ ‘Married Bachelor’ 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (10 a.m.).. )‘Smilin’ Thru’ t (M-G), RKO, P.R. 
{ ‘Married Bachelor’ } 
* ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ { 
{ ‘Female of Species’ 
) ‘Honky Tonk’ l (M-G), RKO, P.R. 
{ ‘Female of Species’ 
) ‘Honky Tonk’ 


BUFFALO 


WED., SEPT. 3 (2 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Niagara T. 

WED., SEPT. 3 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Niagara T. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail,’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 
| THURS., SEPT. 4 (2 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Niagara T. 


= , { ‘We Go Fast’ | 
| MON., SEPT.8 (2:30 p.m.).. ) ‘Yank in the R.AF. { 


FRI., SEPT. 12 (11 a.m.).. 


FRI., SEPT. 12 (10:30 a.m.).. 


THURS., SEPT. 11 (2:15 p.m.). {M-G ), RKO, P.R. 
FRI., SEPT. 12 (10 a.m.).. 


FRI, SEPT. 12 (2:15 p.m.).. ; (M-G), RKO, P.R. 





(20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


__| TUES., SEPT. 9 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


‘Mz . , 
na iene (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
} ‘Riders Purple Sage’ ) 
) ‘Weekend in Havana’ { 
\ ‘Married Bachelor’ ) 
* ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ 
l 


TUES., SEPT. 9 (2:30 p.m.).. 


WED., SEPT. 10 (2:30 p.m.).. (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


THURS., SEPT. 11 (1:30 p.m.). (M-G), RKO, P.R. 


§ ‘Female of Species’ 
| ‘Honky Tonk’ \ 


CHARLOTTE 


WED., SEPT. 3 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Paramount PR. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), Paramount PR. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), Paramount PR. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

MON., SEPT. 8 (1:30 p.m.), ‘We Go Fast’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

MON., SEPT. 8 (3 p.m.), ‘Yank in the R.A.F.’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (11 a.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th). 20th-Fox, P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Man at Large’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

TUES., SEPT. 9 (3 p.m.), ‘Great Guns’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

WED., SEPT. 10 (11 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


THURS., SEPT. 11 (1:30 p.m.).. ),Married Bachelor’) (M-G), 20th-Fox, 


FRI., SEPT. 12 (1:30 p.m.).. (M-G), RKO, P.R. 





* ( ‘Smilin’ Thru’ j P.R. 
‘( ‘Femal fs ies’ 
FRI., SEPT. 12 (1:30 p.m.).. } Hoek — (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


CHICAGO 


WED., SEPT. 3 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Cinema T. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (2:45 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Cinema T. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Universal P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), Universal P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), Universal P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Cinema T. 
MON., SEPT.8 (10:30 a.m.)..) We Go Fast’ l 

8 (10:30 a.m.) -) ‘Yank in the RAF. { (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
{ ‘We Go Fast’ 
| ‘Yank in the R.A.F. 


F ‘Man at Large’ } 
TUES., SEPT. :30 a.m.).. . 
T. 9 (10:30 a.m.) } ‘Great Guns’ { 


™ , 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (2 p.m.).. ; aoat treat (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


WED., SEPT. 10 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
—s SEPT. 11 (10 a.m.), ‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G), H. C. Igel’s, P.R. 


(Continued on page 20) 


MON., SEPT.8 (2 p.m... (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


(20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
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June Clyde * Dick Foran » Samuel S. Hinds 
Screenplay by Eugene Thackrey 


Produced and Directed by 


GREGORY La CAVA 
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DON'T ANSWER NOW! 
Wait until America’s movie 
fans make twenty million 
dates in twelve thousand 
theatres to see Irene Dunne | 
and Robert Montgomery present 


THEIR solution! 


e Another money honey for 
your box-office from Gregory 
La Cava, the master craftsman 
who gave you “My Man 
Godfrey”, “Stage Door” and 
“Fifth Avenue Girl”! 
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20 PICTURES LARTETY 
@ . es 
Advance Production Chart Trade Showings 
——— Continued from page 18 — 
(Continued from page 18) camera, John Mescall. Cast: Preston Foster, Albert | ae : 
man; screenplay, W. L. River; camera, William | Dekker. | THURS., SEPT. 11 (10:30 a.m.) Rae oe ie Saae’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


Barbara Stanwyck, Joel McCrea, Brian 


Mellor. Cast: 
Donlevy, Lloyd Corrigan, Etta McDaniel, Thurston 
Hall, Katherine Stevens, Helen Lynd, Mary Treen, 


Lucien Littlefield. Anna Q. Nilsson. 


NIGHT OF JANUARY 16TH, drama; asso. prod., 
Sol C. Siegel; dir, William Clemens; screenplay, 
Delmar Daves, Robert Pirosh, Eve Greene; camera, 


John Mescall. Cast: Ellen Drew, Robert Preston, Nils 
Asther, Donald Douglas, Roy Gordon, Margaret Hayes, 
Clarence Kolb, Harry Hayden, Edwin Stanley, Paul 
Stanton, Willard Robertson, James Flavin, Georges 
Renavent, Paul Irving, Cecil Kellaway, Jean Phillips, 
Barry A. Bailey, Broderick O'Farrell, J. W. Johnston, 
Jack Richardson, Hayden Stevenson, Alice White, 
Keith Richards, Rod Cameron, George Guhl, Byron 
Foulger, Eric Wilton, Norman Ainsley, Gus Glassmire, 
Sam Ash, Pop Byron. 


SULLIVAN’S TRAVELS, drama; asso. _ prod., 
Paul Jones; dir., Preston Sturgess; no writing credits; 
camera, John Seitz. Cast: Joel McCrea, Veronica 
Lake, Raymond Walburn, William Demarest, Franklin 
Pangborn, Porter Hall, Byron Foulger, Margaret 
Hayes, Torben Meyer, Robert Greig, Eric Blore, Al 
Bridge, Esther Howard, Almira Sessions, Frank Moran, 
George Renevant. 


SKYLARK, comedy; asso. prod.-dir. Mark Sand- 
rich; screenplay by Allan Scott; adaptation, Z. 
Myers; camera, Charles Lang. Casts Claudette Colbert, 
Ray Milland, Brian Aherne, Binnie Barnes, Walter 
Abel, Ernest Cossart, Grant Mitchell, Mona Barrie, 
James Rennie, Virgina Sale, Fritz Feld. 


GLAMOUR BOY, comedy; asso. pees, Sol C. Siegel: 
dir., Ted Tetzlaff; orig. screenplay, Bradford Ropes, Val 
Burton; camera, San Fapp. Cast: Jackie Cooper, 
Susanna Foster, Ann Gillis, Darryl Hickman, Jackie 
Searle, William Wright (40-41). 


SECRETS OF THE WASTELANDS, western; Harry 
Sherman prod.; dir.. Derwin Abrahams; screenplay, 
Gerald Geraghty; camera, Russell Harlan. Cast: Bill 
Boyd, Brad King, Andy Clyde, Barbara Britton. Doug- 
las Fowley, Keith Richards. 


BIRTH OF THE BLUES, musical; assoc. prod., 
Monte Bell; dir. Victor Schertzinger; screenplay, 
Harry Tugend and Walter DeLeon; camera, William 
Mellor. Cast: Bing Crosby, Mary Martin, Brian Don- 
levy, Carolyn Lee, Eddie (Rochester) Anderson, Jack 


Teagarden orch. 


AMONG THE LIVING, drama; asso. prod., Col- 
bert Clark: dir., Stuart Heisler; screenplay, Lester 
Cole and Garrett Fort; camera, Theodore Sparkuhl. 
Cast: Albert Dekker, Susan Hayward, Harry Carey, 
Frances Farmer, Gordon Jones, Jean Phillips, Maude 
Eburne, Archie Twitchell, Ernest Whitman, William 
Stack, Ella Neal, Catherine Craig, Eddy Chandler. 


OUTLAWS OF THE DESERT, formerly SHEIK OF 
BUFFALO BUTTE, western; Harry Sherman prod.; 
dir.. Howard Bretherton; no writing credits; camera, 
Russell Harlan. Cast: William Body, Bradley King, 
Andy Clyde, Jean Phillips, Duncan Renaldo, Mickey 
Eissa. 


RIDERS OF THE TIMBERLINE, formerly TIMBER 
WOLVES, western; Harry Sherman production; dir., 
Lesley Selander; no writing credits; camera, Russell 
Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, Brad King, Andy Clive, 
Eleanor Stewart, Victor Jory. 

BAHAMA PASSAGE, drama (Technicolor) asso. 
prod.-dir, Edward H. Griffith; screenplay, Vir- 
ginia Van Upp; camera, Leo Tover and Allan Davy. 
Cast: Madelene Carroll, Stirling Hayden, Mary Ander- 
son, Leigh Whipper. 

REAP THE WILD WIND, drama; Cecil B. DeMille 

rod.; asso. prod., William H Pine; dir., Cecil B. De- 

lille; screenplay, Alan Le May, Charles Burnett, Jesse 
Lasky, Jr.; story, Thelma Strabel; camera, Victor Mil- 
ner. Cast: Ray Milland, John Wayne, Paulette Goddard, 


Raymond Massey, Robert Preston, Susan Hayward, 
Lynne Overman, Walter Hampden, Louise Beavers, 
Martha O'Driscoll, Richard Denning, Lane Chandler, 


J. Farrell MacDonald, Joseph Crahan, John St. Polis, 
Tom Tyler, Harry Woods, 
TWILIGHT ON THE TRAIL, western; Harry Sher- 


man production; dir.. Howard Bretherton; no writing | 


credits; camera, Russell Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, 
Brad King, Andy Clyde, Jack Rockwell, Wanda McKay, 
Norman Willis, Robert Kent, Tom London, Frank Aus- 
tin, Clem Fuller, Johnny Powers. 

FLY BY NIGHT, drama; asso. prod., Joseph Sistrom; 
dir., Robert Siodmak: no writing credits; camera, John 
Seitz. Cast: Richard Carlson, Nancy Kelly, Albert 
Basserman, Martin Kosleck. 

THE REMARKABLE ANDREW, drama: prod., Rich- 
ard Blumenthal: dir., Stuart Heisler; novel and screen- 

lay, Dalton Trumbo; camera, Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: 
Wiiliam Holden, Ellen Drew, Brian Donlevy, Rod 
Cameron, Richard Webb, Nydia Westman, Spencer 
Charters, Frances Gifford, Porter Hall, Wallis Clark, 
Tom Fadden, Murdock MacQuarrie, Broderick O’Far- 
re]], Bruce Mitchell, Brick Sullivan, James A. Millican, 
Margaret McWade. 

LOUISIANA PURCHASE, musical (Technicolor); 
asso. prod., Harold Wilson; dir., Irving Cummings; 
screenplay, Jerome Chodorov, Joseph Fields; based on 





story by B. G. De Sylva; camera, Harry Hallenberger; | 


Cast: Bob Hope, Victor 


color camera, Ray Rennahan. 
Donna Drake, Raymond 


Moore, Zorina, Irene Bordon), 


Walburn, Maxie Rosenbloom, Frank Albertson, Phyllis | 


Ruth, Donald MacBride, Andrew Tombes, 
LaTorre, Sam McDaniel, Frances Gifford, Catherine 
Craig, 


SWEATER GIRL, drama; prod., Sol C. Siegel; asso. 
prod., Joseph Sistrom: dir., William Clemens; story, 
Feulah Marie Dix, Bertram Milhauser; screenplay, Eve 
Greene; camera, John Mescall. Cast: Eddie Bracken, 
June Preisser, Betty Jane Rhodes, Phil Terry, Nils 
Asther, Don Castle, William Henry, Ella Neal, Kenneth 
Howell), Johnny Johnston, William Cabanne, Freida 
Inescourt, Charles D. Brown. 

Paramount Pix Now in Production 

MR. ALDRICH’S BOY, comedy-drama: asso. prod., 
Joseph Sistrom; dir.. Hugh Bennet; no writing credits; 
camera, Don Fapp. Cast: Jimmy Lydon, Charles Smith 
Mary Anderson, John Litel, Olive Blakeney. 
: NO HANDS ON THE CLOCK, drama: prods., Wil- 
liam Pine, William Thomas; dir., Frank McDonald: 
screenplay, Maxwell! Shane; based on novel by Geoffrey 
Holmes; camera, Fred Jackman, Jr. Cast: Chester Mor- 
ris, Jean Parker, Rose Hobart, Billie Seward, Rod 
Cameron, Dick Purcell, Keye Luke, James Kirkwood. 

MIDNIGHT ANGEL, formerly AIR RAID, drama; 
asso. prod., Burt Kelly; dir., Ralph Murphy; no writing 
credits; camera, Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Robert 
Preston, Martha O'Driscoll, Eva Gabor, Philip Merivale. 
_THE MORNING AFTER, drama: asso. prod., Joseph 
Sistrom; dir., William Clemens; no writing credits; 


i eas 


Charles 





MALAYA, formerly HER JUNGLE MATE, drama; 
dir.. Al Santell; screenplay, 
Frank Butler; story, E. Lloyd Sheldon, Jack DeWitt; 
camera, William Mellor. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Rich- 
ard Denning, Helen Gilbert. 


asso. prod., Monta Bell; 








Republic 


Promised Com- Shoot- Now 


41-82 pleted ing Cuiting To go 

I os 30 0 3 3 24 

eee 32 0 0 3 29 
See 4 0 0 0 

aera 66 0 3 6 57 
Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 

KING OF THE TEXAS RANGERS, serial; asso. 


prod., H. S. Brown, Jr.; dir., William Whitney and Jack 
English; orig. screenplay by Ronald Davidson, Norman 
S. Hall, William Lively, Joseph O’Donnell, Joseph F. 
Poland; camera, Reggie Lanning. Cast: Sammy Baugh, 
Duncan Renaldo, Neil Hamilton, Pauline Moore, Monte 
Blue, Josef Forte, Howard Hughes, Bob Barron, Stanley 
Blystone, Roy Barcroft, William Kellogg, Buck Bryant. 

DOCTORS DON’T TELL, drama; prod., Albert J. 
Cohen: dir., Jacques Tourneur; no writing credits; 
camera, Ernest Milles. Cast: John Beal, Florence Rice, 
Gladys Gale, Edward Norris, Bill Shirley, Grady Sut- 
ton, Douglas Fowley, June Bryde, Ward Bond, How- 
ard Hickman, Betty Blythe, Betty Farrington, Mary 
Currier (40-41). 

OUTLAWS OF DEADWOOD, formerly BAD MAN 
OF DEADWOOD, western; prod., dir., Joseph Kane; no 
writing credits; camera, Bill Nobles. Cast: Roy Rogers, 
George ‘Gabby’ Hayes, Sally Payne ('40-41). 

CHEROKEE TRAIL, formerly THREE TEXAS 
RANGERS, western; prod., Louis Gray; dir., Les Orle- 
beck; no writing credits; camera, Ernie Miller. Cast: 
Tim Tyler, Rufe Davis, Bob Steele, Chuck Morrison, 
Richard Beach, Lee Shumway, Lois Collier, Tom 
Chatterton, Joel Fredkin, Peggy Lynn, Roy Barcroft, 
Philip Trent. 

THE PITTSBURGH KID, drama: prod., Armand 
Schaefer; dir., Jack Townley; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Reggie Lanning. Cast: Billy Conn, Jean Parker, 
Veda Amborg, Don Douglas, Allan Baxter, Ernest 
Whitman, John Kelley, Etta McDaniel. 

APACHE KID, western; prod.-dir., George Sherman; 
no writing credits: camera, Harry Neumann. Cast: 
Don Barry, Lynn Merrick, John Elliott, Robert Fiske, 
LeRoy Mason. 

Republic Pix in Production 

MERCY ISLAND, meller; prod., Armand Schaefer; 
dir.. Bill Morgan; no writing credits; camera, Reggie 
Lanning. Cast: Ray Middleton, Gloria Dickson, Otto 
Kruger, Don Douglas, Terry Kilburn, Forrester Har- 
vey. 

DOWN MEXICO WAY, western; prod., Harry Grey; 
dir., Joseph Santley; no writing credits; camera, Jack 
Marta. Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Fay Mc- 
Kenzie, Harold Huber, Sidney Blackmer, Arthur Loft, 
Duncan Renaldo. 

SAILOR BE GOOD, formerly GOBS IN BLUE, mu- 
sical; asso. prod., Albert J. Cohen; dir., Al Rogell; story, 
Herbert Dalmas; screenplay, Art Arthur, Malcolm 
Stewart Boylan; camera, Ernest Miller. Cast: William 
Lundigan, Shirley Ross, Chick Chandler, Cliff Nazarro, 
Mae Clarke, Ruth Donnelly, Jane Kean, Bill Shirley. 


RKO-Radio 





Promised Com- Shoot- Now 

41-42 pleted ing Cutting To go 

Studio ..... otee ee 24 5 4 6 9 
ee 6 0 0 4 2 
, * | Aaa 3 0 0 0 3 
S. Goldwyn....... 3 1 1 0 1 
eae 2 0 0 0 2 
W. Dieterlie....... 2 0 0 0 2 
Jerrold Brandt.... 3 1 0 0 2 
Ba WD cc évewwe 1 0 0 0 l 
ee 44 7 5 10 22 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 


BEFORE THE FACT, drama; prod. dir., Alfred Hitch- 
cock; from the novel by Frances Iles; camera, Harry 
Stradling. Cast: Cary Grant, Joan Fontaine, Cedric 
Hardwicke, Nigel Bruce, Dame May Whitty, Isabel 
Jeans, Heather Angel, Auriol Lee. 

DUDE COWBOY, western; asso. prod., Bert Gilroy: 
dir., David Howard; screenplay, Morton Grant: camera, 
Harry Wild. Cast: Tim Holt, Marjorie Reynolds, Eddie 
Dew, ’Lasses White, Ray Whitley, Helen Holmes. 

LOOK WHO’S LAUGHING, formerly LOOK WHO'S 
TALKING, comedy; asso. prod.-dir., Allan 
screenplay, James V Kern: camera. 
Cast: Edgar Bergen, ‘Charlie McCarthy,’ Jim Jordan, 
Marion Jordan, Lucille Ball, Lee Bonnell. Dorothy 
Lovett, Harold Peary, Isabel Randolph, Irving Bacon, 
Neil Hamilton. 

MEXICAN SPITFIRE’S BABY, formerly LORD 
EPPING SEES A GHOST, comedy; asso. prod., Leslie 
Goodwins; dir., Cliff Reid; screenplay, Jerry Cady: 
camera, Jack MacKenzie Cast: Leon Errol, Lupe 
Velez, Don Woods, ZaSu Pitts, Elizabeth Risdon. 

SIX GUN GOLD, western; asso. prod.. David How- 
ard; dir. Bert Gilroy; orig. story, Tom Gibson: 
screenplay, Norton S. Parker. Cast: Tim Holt, Lee 
‘Lasses’ White, Ray Whitley, Jane Clayton, Fern Em- 
met, Lane Chandler. Davidson Clark. 

WEEKEND FOR THREE, comedy; asso. prod., Tay 
Garnett: dir., Irving Reis; orig. by Budd Schulberg; 
screenplay, Dorothy Parker and Alan Campbell: cam- 
era, Russell Metty. Cast: Dennis O'Keefe, Jane Wyatt, 
Philip Reed, Edward Everett Horton, Franklin Pang- 
born, Marion Martin. 

UNEXPECTED UNCLE, comedy; asso. prod. Tay 
Garnett; dir., Peter Godfrey; orig. story, Eric Hatch: 
camera, Robert DeGrasse. Cast: Anne Shirley, James 
Craig, Charles Coburn, Astrid Allwyn, Jed Prouty 
Russell Gleason. sins 

OBLIGING YOUNG LADY, comedy-drama: asso. 
rod., Howard Benedict; dir., Richard Wallace; orig. by 
Serenc Moinar; screenplay, Sam and Bella Spewack. 
Cast: Joan Carroll, Edmond O’Brien, Ruth Warwick, 
Richard Carlson, Franklyn Pangborn, Marjorie Gate- 
son, John Miljan. George Cleveland, Charles Lane, 
Andrew Tombes, Pierre Watkin, Fortunio Bonanova, 
Elmira Sessions. 

RIDING THE WIND, western; prod., Bert Gilroy: 
dir.. Edward Killy; story, Bernard McConville; screen- 


(Continued on page 22) 


Dwan,; | 
Frank Redman. |} 


‘Last of the Duanes’ 

| THURS., SEPT. 11 (2 p.m. ; smigers Puree Saee’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R, 
| THURS., SEPT. 11 (2 p.m.), ‘Smilin’ Thru’ (M-G), H. C. Igel’s, P.R. 

| FRI, SEPT. 12 (10 a.m.), ‘Female of the Species’ (M-G), H. C. Igel’s, P.R 
FRI., SEPT. 12 (2 p.m.), ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G), H. C. Igel’s, P.R. 


CINCINNATI 


| WED., SEPT. 3 (2 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
| WED., SEPT. 3 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
| THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), RKO Thea. Dept. P.R, 
| 'THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), RKO Th. Dept. P.R, 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding Wind’ (RKO), RKO Th. Dept. P.R, 
| THURS., SEPT. 4 (2 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
é (‘We Go Fast’ 
MON., SEPT. 8 9:30 am... } Youth the nap (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
{ ‘We Go Fast’ 
| ‘Yank in the R.A.F. 
‘Last of the Duanes’ 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (9a.m.).. J ‘Man at Large’ 
| ‘Great Guns’ 
{ ‘Last of the Duanes’ 
| ‘Man at Large’ 
| ‘Great Guns’ 
\ ‘Riders Purple Sage’ | 
} ‘Weekend in Havana’ 


MON,, SEPT.8 (1:30 p.m.).. (20th), 20th-Fox, PR. 


(20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


TUES., SEPT. 9 (1:30 p.m.)... (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


WED., SEPT. 106 (9:30 a.m.).. (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


\ ‘Riders Purple Sage’ 
ij ‘Weekend in Havana’ | (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


\ ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), Palace 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (1 p.m.).. ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ f Thea., P.R. 

\ ‘Female of Species’) (M-G), Palace 

| ‘Honky Tonk’ { Thea., P.R. 


CLEVELAND 


WED., SEPT. 3 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (3 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R, 
THORS., SEPT. 4 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


MON., SEPT. 8 (10 am.)..} «vank in the rr (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


. \ ‘We Go Fast’ ? 
MON., SEPT.8 (2:30 p.m.).. ) «yank in the RAF. { (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R 


TUES., SEPT. 9 (10 a.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


TUES., SEPT.9 (10a.m.).. } Man at Large’! (oon) 20th-Fox, P.R. 
| ‘Great Guns’ | 


{ ‘Man at Large’ ) 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (2:30 p.m.).. ‘Great Guns’ { (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


WED., SEPT. 10 (10 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

WED., SEPT. 10 (10 a.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

WED., SEPT. 10 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 4 
\ ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), 20th-Fox, 

THURS. SEPT. 11 (1 p.m.).. ) «giitin’? ‘Thru’ ‘ PR 

{ ‘Female of Species’ )} 

i ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


DALLAS 


(10:30 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
(2 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
4 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
4 (1 p.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (2:10 p.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (3:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
MON., SEPT.8 (10a:m.)......) We'co mate { (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R, 
MON., SEPT. 8 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Yank in the R.A.F.’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

sli ' | ‘Man at Large’ p " 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (10 a.m.) | ‘Riders Puruhe Sees (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
| TUES., SEPT. 9 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Great Guns’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
| WED., SEPT. 10 (10 a.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
| THURS., SEPT. 11 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G), 20th-Fox, PR. 
| THURS., SEPT. 11 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Smilin’ Thru’ (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
| FRI., SEPT. 12 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Female of the Species’ (M-G), 20th-Fox,. P.R. 
| FRI, SEPT. 12 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


DENVER 


WED., SEPT. 3 (10 a.m.), ‘Giamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

WED., SEPT. 3 (2 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

| THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 

| THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 

| THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO). Paramount PR. 
| THURS., SEPT. 4 42 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

| MON., SEPT. 8 (1:30 p.m.).. ge tg RAP. (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
| TUES., SEPT. 9 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

| ’ ~ a ‘Mi at Large’ 

| TUES. SEPT. 9 (1:30 pm)... Great Gane | (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

| WED., SEPT. 10 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox. P.R. 


WED., SEPT. 10 1:30 p.m.).. 


FRI., SEPT. 12 (1 p.m.).. 


FRI., SEPT. 12 (1 p.m.).. 


WED., SEPT. 3 
WED., SEPT. 3 
THURS., SEPT. 
THURS., SEPT. 





WED., SEPT. 10 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-F dx, P.R. 


\ ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), Paramount, 


THURS. SEPT. 11 (1:15 a Pe ; 
_ }*Smilin’ Thru’ { PR. 
FRI., SEPT. 12 (1:15 p.m.).. ! ‘Female of Species’) (M-G), Paramount, 
{| ‘Honky Tonk’ { igh 


| DES MOINES 


WED., SEPT. 3 
WED., SEPT. 3 
| THURS., SEPT. 
| THURS., SEPT. 


(12:30 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

(2 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Paramount PR. 

4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO). Paramount PR. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), Paramount P.R 
| THURS., SEPT. 4 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


MON., SEPT. 8 (12: \ ‘We Go Fast’ l oP 
30 p.m.).. | ‘Yank in the RAF. { (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


| TUES., SEPT. 9 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (12:30 p.m.),, } Man at Large’ | 
DAA.) .. 1 ‘Great Guns’ | (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED. SEPT. 10 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (1 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (1 p.m.).. j ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), 20th-Fox, 
( ‘Smilin’ Thru’ { P.R. 


{ ‘Female of Species’ 
) ‘Honky Tonk’ } (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


DETROIT 


WED., SEPT. 3 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramo yi 
WED., SEPT. 3 (3 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), F teense agg 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Max Blumenthal P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), M. Blumenthal P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding Wind’ (RKO), M. Biumenthal P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

‘ ‘WwW : 
MON., SEPT.8 (10:30 a.m.).. ink ac a “ ar} (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


\ ‘We Go Fast’ } ' 
) ‘Yank in the R.AF. ( (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


FRI, SEPT. 12 (1 p.m.)., 





MON., SEPT.8 (1:30 p.m.).. 





(Continued on page 22) 
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(Continued from page 20) 


, play, Erle Snell, Morton Grant; camera, Harry Wilde. 
Cast: Tim Holt, Mary Douglas, Ray Whitley, Lee 
White. 


LAND OF THE OPEN RANGE, western: prod., Bert 


Gilroy; dir., Edward Killy; no writing credits; caméfa, 
Harry Wilde. Cast: Tim Holt, "Lasses White, Ray 
Whitley. 


RKO Pix Now in Production 
A DATE WITH THE FALCON, meller: prod., How- 
ard Benedict: dir., Irving Reis; screenplay, Lynn Root, 
Frank Fenton; camera, Robert DeGrasse. Cast: George 
Sanders, Wendy Barrie, James Gleason, Allen Jenkins, 
Mona Maris, June Martel, Edward Gargan, Frank Mar- 
tinelli, Alec Craig. 


BALL OF FIRE, drama; prod., Samuel Goldwyn; dir., 
Howard Hawks; screenplay, Charles Brackett, Billy 
Wilder: camera, Gregg Toland. Cast. Gary Cooper, 
Barbara Stanwyck, Oscar Homolka, S. Z. Sakall, Rich- 
ard Haydn, Tully Marshall, Henry Travers, Leonid 
Kinskoy, Allen Jenkins. 


CALL OUT THE MARINES, formerly THE MA- 
RINES ARE READY, comedy drama; prod., Howard 
Benedict: dir., Leslie Goodwiris; screenplay, James Ed- 
ward Grant: camera, J. Roy Hunt. Cast: Victor Mc- 
Laglen, Edmund Lowe, Tim Holt, Jack Holt, Binnie 
Barnes, Simone Simon, Corinna Mura, 


PLAYMATES, musical comedy; prod.-dir., David 
Butler; screenplay, James Kern, M. M. Musselman; 
camera, Frank Redmond. Cast: Kay Kyser, John Bar- 
rymore, Lupe Velez, Patsy Kelly, May Robson, Ginny 
Simms. 


STREET GIRL, formerly FOUR JACKS AND A 
QUEEN, comedy; prod., John Twist; dir., Jack Hively; 
original screenplay, John Twist; camera, Russell Metty. 
Cast: Ray Bolger, Anne Shirley, Desi Arnaz, Eddie 
Foy, Jr., June Havoc, Jack Briggs, Jack Durant, William 
Blees, Lou Holtz, Henry Daniell, Fortunio Bonanova. 


20th Century-Fox 





Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
41-42 pleted ing Cutting To go 
eer oe 48 7 5 10 26 
eee 4 0 1 1 2 
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Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

LAST OF THE DUANES, drama; asso. prod., Sol 
M. Wurtzel; dir., James Tingling; story by Zane Grey; 
screenplay, Irving Cummings, Jr., and William Con- 
selman, Jr.; camera, Charles Clarke. Cast: George 
Montgomery, Lynne Roberts, Eve Arden, Francis Ford, 
George Stone, Joseph Sawygr, Truman Bradley. 


A YANK IN THE R.A.F., drama; asso. prod., Lou 
Edelman; dir., Henry King; screenplay, Darrell Ware 
and Karl Tunberg; camera, Leon Shamroy. Cast: 
Tyrone Power, Betty Grable, John Sutton, Reginald 
Gardiner, Donald Stuart, John Wilde, Richard Frazer. 

MARRY THE BOSS’ DAUGHTER. comedy; asso. 
prod., Lou Ostrow; dir., Thornton Freland; orig. 
screenplay, Jack Andrews; camera, Charles Clark. 
Cast: Brenda Joyce, Bruce Edwards, George Barbier, 
Hardie Albright, Ludwig Stossel, Bodil Rosing, Frank 
Sully. 


RIDERS OF THE PURPLE SAGE, western; prod., 
Sol M. Wurtzel; dir., James Tingling; orig. by Zane 
Grey; camera, Lucien Andriot. Cast: George Mont- 
gomery, Mary Howard, Patsy Patterson, Lynn Roberts, 
Jane Richmond, Oscar O’Shea, Leroy Mason, William 
Pagan, Richard Lane, Ethan Laidlaw, Robert Barrat, 
James Gillette. 

WE GO FAST, comedy; asso. prod., Lou Ostrow; dir., 
William McGann; orig. by Douglas Welch; camera, 
Harry Jackson. Cast: Sheila Ryan, Lynn Bari, Alan 
Curtis, Don Forest, Ernest Truex, George Lessey, Tom 
Dugan. 

MAN AT LARGE, meller; asso. prod., Ralph Dietrich; 
dir, Eugene Forde; orig. screenplay, John Larkin; 
camera, Virgil Miller. Cast: Marjorie Weaver, Richard 
Derr, George Reeves, Milton Parsons, Steve Geray. 

HOW GREEN WAS MY VALLEY, drama; Darryl 
F. Zanuck, production; dir., John Ford; screenplay, 
Philip Dunne; camera, Arthur Miller. Cast: Walter 
Pidgeon, Maureen O’Hara, John Loder, Anna Lee, 
Roddy McDowell, Donald Crisp, Sara Allgood, Evan 

. Evans, James Monks, Patric Knowles, Arthur Shields, 

ichard Frazer, Rhys Williams. 


WEEKEND IN HAVANA, formerly CARIBBEAN 
CRUISE, formerly HONEYMOON IN HAVANA, 
musical (Technicolor); asso. prod., William LeBaron; 
dir., Walter Lang; music, Mack Gordon and Marry 
Warren; camera, Ernest Palmer. Cast: Alice Faye, 
Carmen Miranda, Cesar Romero, John Payne, @obina 
Wright, Jr., George Barbier, Leonid Kinsky. 

DANGEROUS BUT PASSABLE, drama; prod., Wal- 
ter Morosco; dir., Alfred Werker; no writing credits; 
camera, Lucien Andriot. Cast: Lynn Bari, John Sut- 
ton, Dan Dailey, Lillian Yarbo. 

SMALL TOWN DEB, drama; prod., Lou Ostrow; dir., 
tam Schuster; no writing credits; camera, Virgil 

iller. Cast: Jane Withers, Jane Darwell, Cobina 
Wright, Jr.. Bruce Edwards, Katharine Alexander, 
Cecil Kellaway, Buddy Pepper. 

GREAT GUNS, comedy; prod., Sol M. Wurtzel; dir., 
ans Banks; no writing credits; camera, Glenn Mac- 
illiams. Cast: Laurel and Hardy, Sheila Ryan, Ed- 
<*smund MacDonald, Dick Nelson. 
20th-Fox Pix Now in Production 


YOUNG AMERICA, comedy drama; prod., Sol M. 
Wurtzel; dir., Louis a no writing credits; camera, 

ucien Andriot. Cast: Jane Withers, Glenn Roberts, 
en Carter, Jane Darwell, William Tracy, Irving 
acon. 

LONE STAR RANGER, western; prod., Sol M. Wurt- 
el; dir., James Tinling. Cast: John Kimbrough, 
heila Ryan, George E. Stone. 

SWAMP WATER, drama; prod., Len Hammond; dir., 

Jean Renoir; screenplay, Dudley Nichols; based on 
vel by Vereen Bell; camera, Lucien Ballard. Cast: 
alter Huston, Walter Brennan, Dana Andrews, Eu- 

ene Pallette, Virginia Gilmore, John Carradine, Anne 
axter, Mary Howard, Guinn Williams, Russell Simp- 
son, Joseph Sawyer, Ward Bond, Paul Burns. 

CONFIRM OR DENY, drama; asso. prod., Len Ham- 
mond, dir., Fritz Lang; no writing credits; camera, Leon 

oe: Cast: Don Ameche,; Joan Bennett, John 
er. 

HOT SPOT, drama; prod., Milton Sperling; dir., H. 
Bruce Humberstone; no writing credits; camera, Ed- 
ward Cronjager. Cast: Betty Grable, Victor Mature, 
Carole Landis, Laird Cregar. 

CADET GIRL, drama; prod., Sol M. Wurtze]; dir., 
Ray McCarey; no writing credits; camera, Charles 


ee 





eee ee 


IOS Oe 





Clarke. Cast: Carole Landis, 
John Shepperd, William Tracy. 


United Artists 


George 





Promised Com- Shoot- Now 

41-82 pleted ing Cutting Te go 

re 4 0 1 1 2 
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Gloria Pics  . } 1 0 0 0 
Lesser Pca ate ae 1 0 0 0 1 
Loew-Lewin ...... 2 0 0 0 2 
Pressburger ...... 1 0 0 0 1 
Rowland ....... 1 0 9 0 1 
| ee 1 0 0 i) 1 
EE 3.4.6 Se ekews 35 5 3 4 23 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

FIESTA, comedy; prods., Hal Roach, Jr., LeRoy Prinz; 
dir., LeRoy Prinz; no writing credits; camera, Bob 
Pittack, Al Gilks. Cast: Armida, Antonio Moreno, 
George Givot, George Humbert, Nick Moro, Frank Yac- 
conelli. 

ALL-AMERICAN COED, musical; Hal Roach produc- 
tion; prod-dir., Leroy Prinz, Hal Roach, Jr.; story, Ken- 


Montgomery, | 























Trade Showings | 
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TUES., SEPT. 9 





TUES., SEPT. 9 


WED., SEPT. 10 (10:30 a.m.) 
WED., SEPT. 10 (1:30 p.m.).. 


|" THURS., SEPT. 


| FRL, SEPT. 12 


THURS., SEPT 
THURS., SEPT 
THURS., SEPT 
THURS., SEPT 


MON., SEPT. 8 





| TUES., SEPT. 9 


neth Higgins: screenplay, Cortland Fitzsimmons, cam- | 


era, Bob Pittack. Cast: Frances Langford, Johnny 
Downs, Marjorie Woodworth, Harry Langdon, Noah 
Beery, Jr., Tanner Sisters, Esther Dale, Allan Lane. 

MISS POLLY, comedy: Hal Roach production; dir., 
Frank Guiol; story, Ned Seabrook; screenplay, Eugene 
Conrad; camera, Bob Pittack. Cast: ZaSu Pitts, Slim 
Summerville, Elyse Knox, Dick Clayton, Brenda 
Forbes, Kathleen Howard. Dink Trout. 

SUNDOWN, drama; Walter Wanger production; dirs., 
Ernst .Lubitsch and Henry Hathaway; screenplay, 
Barre Lyndon and Sheridan Gibney. Cast: Bruce 
Cabot, Gene Tierney, George Sanders, Joseph Calleia, 
Carl Esmond, Reginald Gardiner. 

UA Pictures in Production 


CORSICAN BROTHERS, drama; prod., Edward 
Small; dir., Gregory Ratoff; story, Alexander Dumas; 
screenplay, Howard Estabrook, George Bruce: camera, 
Harry Straddling. Cast: Douglas Fairbanks, Jr... Akim 
Tamiroff, Ruth Warrick, J. Carrol Naish, John Emery, 
H. B. Warner. 


EAGLE SQUADRON, drama (being made in 


Eng- | 


| WED., SEPT. 10 (1:30 p.m.).. 


THURS., SEPT. 


WED., SEPT. 3 
WED., SEPT. 3 


MON., SEPT. 8 





MON., SEPT. 8 


TUES., SEPT. 9 


land); prod., Walter Wanger: dirs., Harry Watts, Ernest | 


Schoedsack. No other credits 


_TUES., SEPT. 9 


JUNGLE BOOK, drama (Technicolor); prod., Alex. 


ander Korda; dir., Zoltan Korda; screenplay, Lawrence 
Stallings; camera, Lee Garmes, Duke Green. Cast: 
Sabu, Jerome Cowan, John Qualen, Rosemarie De- 
Camp, Patricia O’Rourke, Frank Puglia. 





Universal 


Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
41-42 pleted ing Cutting To go 
Features ....... 44 1 4 14 25 
Carrillo-Devine- 

Foran Paeae 7 0 0 0 7 
WrOeeeres .....+ccevc 7 0 1 3 3 
Frank Lloyd..... ‘ 3 0 0 C 
| era +e 4 0 0 0 4 

ee ere 65 1 5 17 42 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


SEALED LIPS, formerly BEYOND THE LAW, 
drama; asso. prod., Jack Barnhard; dir., George Wag- 
gner; orig. screenplay, George Waggner; camera, Stan- 
ley Cortez. Cast: William Gargan, John Litel, June 
Clyde, Anne Nagel, Mary Gordon, Addison Richards, 
a Hart, Charles Sherlock, Chuck Morrison, Russell 

icks. 


BURMA CONVOY, formerly HALF WAY TO 
SHANGHAI, drama; asso. prod., Marshall Grant: dir., 
Noel Smith; screenplay, Stanley Rubin and Roy Chans- 
lor; camera, John Boyle. Cast: Charles Bickford, 
Evelyn Ankers, Frank Albertson, Cecil Kellaway, Tru- 
man Bradley, Willie Fung, Viola Vaughn, Keye Luke, 
Len Christy, Derothy Vaughn, Grace Lem. 


JAILHOUSE BLUES, formerly BIG HOUSE BLUES, 
formerly RHAPSODY IN STRIPES, comedy- 
drama; asso. prod., Ken Goldsmith; dir., Albert S. 
Rogell; no writing credits; camera, Elwood Bredell. 
Cast: Anne Gwynne, Nat Pendleton, Robert Paige, 
Elizabeth Risdon, John Kelly, Charles Sullivan. 


SWING IT SOLDIER, formerly RADIO REVELS 
OF 1942, musical; asso. prod., Joseph G. Sanford: dir., 
Harold Young; no writing credits; camera, Elwood 
Bredell. Cast: Ken Murray, Frances Langford, Don 
Wilson, Skinnay Ennis and orch, Susan Miller, Senor 
Lee, Lewis Howard, Iris Adrian, Tom Dugan, Blanche 
Stewart, Elvina Allman, Hanley Stafford, Peter Sul- 
livan, Six Sweethearts. 


FLYING CADETS, .drama; asso. prod. Paul | 
Malvern; dir.. Erle Kenton; no writing credits: | 
camera, John W. Boyle. Cast: Edmund Lowe, William 
Gargan, Peggy Moran, Frank Albertson, Frank 
Thomas, Roy Harris, Charles Williams. 7 

SING ANOTHER CHORUS, formerly MAID IN 


MANHATTAN, formerly SING ANOTHER CHORUS, 
comedy-drama; asso. prod., Ken Goldsmith: dir.. 
Charles Lamont; screenplay, Marion Orth, 
Gerard Smith and Brenda Weisberg: camera, Jerome 
Ash. Cast: Johnny Downs, Jane Frazee, Mischa Auer, 
Walter Catlett, Sunnie O’Dea, Iris Adrian, George 
Barbier, Nell O’Day, Joe Brown, Jr., Rosario and 
Antonio, Ronald Peters, Ed Kane, Greta Grandstedt, 
Ann Duran. 

MOB TOWN, drama; asso. prod, Ken Gold- 
smith; dir., William Nigh; no writing credits; camera, 
Elwood Bredell. Cast: Dick Foran, Anne Gwynne, 
Dead End Kids, William Wright, Claire Whitney, Eva 
Quig, Dorothy Vaughan. 


TERROR OF THE ISLANDS, meller; asso. prod., 
Paul Malvern, dir., Joseph Lewis; no writing credits; 
camera, Jerry Ash. Cast: Una Merkel, Nat Pendleton, 
Claire Dodd, Richard Davies, John Eldredge, Lionel 
Atwill, Noble Johnson, Rosina Galli, Al Kikume. 

HIT THE ROAD, drama; asso. prod., Ken Goldsmith; 
dir., Joe May; story, Robert Lee Johnson; screenplay, 
Robert Lee Johnson, Brenda Weisberg; camera, Jerome 
Ash. Cast: Gladys George, Barton MacLane, Billy 
Halop, Huntz Hall, Gabrie] Dell, Bernard Punsley, 
Evelyn Ankers, Charles Lang, Shemp Howard, Bobs 
Watson, Hally Chester, Walter Kingsford, Eily Malyon, 
Edward Pawley, John Harmon, Less Lee Brooks, 
Charlie Moore, Kernan Cripps, George Sparks ('40-41). 

ARIZONA CYCLONE, western; prod., Will 


asso. 


Paul | 


WED., SEPT. 10 
WED., SEPT. 10 
THURS., SEPT. 


FRI., SEPT. 12 ( 





WED., SEPT. 3 
| WED., SEPT. 3 
THURS., SEPT 


3 | THURS., SEPT 


| THURS., SEPT 
THURS., SEPT 
MON., SEPT. 8 


MON., SEPT. 8 


TUES., SEPT. 9 


THURS., SEPT 
THURS., SEPT 
| FRI., SEPT. 12 
FRI., SEPT. 12 


MON., SEPT. 8 
MON., SEPT. 8 








| WED., SEPT. 1 
| WED., SEPT. 1 


THURS., SEPT 


FRI., SEPT. 12 


MON., SEPT. 8 


TUES., SEPT. 9 


FRI., SEPT. 12 


MON., SEPT. 8 





FRI, SEPT. 12 (9 a.m.}. 


THURS., SEPT. 
THURS., SEPT. 
THURS., SEPT. 
THURS., SEPT. 


WED., SEPT. 3 
WED., SEPT. 3 
| THURS., SEPT. 
THURS., SEPT. 
THURS., SEPT. 
THURS., SEPT. 


(‘Last of the Duanes’ 
(10:30 a.m.).. { ‘Man at L urge’ 
| ‘Great Guns’ 
(‘Man at Large’ ) 
) ‘Great Guns’ | 

‘Riders Purple Sage’ a : 

‘Weekend in Havana’ | (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

\ ‘Riders Purple Sage’ ] ,. ° : 

) ‘Weekend in Havana’ | (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
\ ‘Married Bachelor’ | (M-G), Max 
al (1:30 p.m.).. } ‘Smilin’ Thru’ { Blumenthal’s, P.R. 
(‘Female of Species’ | (M-G), Max 
| ‘Honky Tonk’ {| Blumenthal’s, P.R. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


| (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R, 


(3 p.m.).. (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R, 


(1:30 p.m.).. 


| WED., SEPT. 3 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (3 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
. 4 (11:10 am.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), Paramount P.R, 
. 4 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

\ ‘We Go Fast’ ) : , 
(1:30 p.m.).. ) ‘Yank in the R.ALF. | (20th), 20th-Fox, P..%. 
{‘Man at Large’ 
; ‘Great Guns’ » (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R, 
| ‘Last of the Duanes'’ | 
{ ‘Weekend in Havana’ l (20th ), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
) ‘Riders Purple Sage’ | 
{ ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), 20th-Fox, 
11 Qa.m.).. } ‘Smilin’ Thru’ " P.R. 


(‘Female of Species’ ) -G), 20th- > 
- } ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


KANSAS CITY 


(1:30 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
(3 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
4 (11:10 am.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
4 (2:30 p.m.). ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

\‘We Go Fast’ — 

) ‘Yank in the R.A-F. § (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
{ ‘We Go Fast’ 
) ‘Yank in the R.A. | 
\’Man at Large’! (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
) ‘Great Guns’ | 
us : { ‘Man at Large’ } 
(2:30 p.m.).. ) ‘Great Guns’ ‘ 
{ ‘Weekend in Havana’ ) 
} ‘Riders Purple Sage’ | 
\{ ‘Weekend in Havana’) ,, Re 5 
) ‘Riders Purple Sage’ | (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
\ ‘Married Bachelor’ ) 
‘Smilin’ Thru’ \ 
\ ‘Female of Species’! (7, eee 
* ) ‘Honky Tonk’ { (M-G), Vogue T. 


LOS ANGELES 


(1:30 p.m.), "Glamour Boy’ (Par), Ambassador T. 

(3 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Ambassador T. 
. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
- 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 

. 4 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Ambassador T., 

(10:30 a.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


: (‘We Go Fast’ } 
(2:30 p.m.).. ) ‘Yank in the R.AF. { (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R, 


(1:30 p.m.)... 


(10 a.m.).. 
 k:)<. (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
(2 p.m.).. 
(20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
(10 a.m.). (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
(2 D.M.).. 
a8 (i p.m.).. (M-G), Vogue T. 


1 p.m.). 


TUES., SEPT. 9 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


{ ‘Man at Large’ } 


(2 p.m.).. )‘Great'Guns’ | 


(20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


WED., SEPT. 10 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


- 11 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

- 11 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Smilin’ Thru’ (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

(10:30 a.m.), ‘Female of the Species’ (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
(2:30 p.m.), ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


MEMPHIS 


WED., SEPT. 3 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (2 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 


(10:30 a.m.), ‘Yank in the R.A.F,’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
(2:30 p.m.), ‘We Go Fast’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


TUES., SEPT. 9 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Man at Large’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (3 p.m.), ‘Great Guns’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


0 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
® (2:30 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


11 (1 p.m.) \ ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), Paramount, 


} ‘Smilin’ Thru’ { P.R. 
(1 p.m.) { ‘Female of Species’) (M-G), Paramount, 
“""** 0) “Honky Tonk’ f 3 3 


MILWAUKEE 


(1:30 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

(2:45 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 

4 (11:10 a.m.), "Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 

4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 
4 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


\‘We Go Fast l (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


(2 p.m.).. ) ‘Yank in the R.A-F. { 


TUES., SEPT. 9 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


§ ‘Man at Large’ } 


( 
2p.m.).. | ‘Great Guns’ | 


(20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


WED., SEPT. 10 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


THURS., SEPT. 11 (1:30 p.m.).. 


(M-G), 20th-Fox, 
P.R. 


(M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


{ ‘Married Bachelor’ 

( ‘Smilin’ Thru’ 
| ‘Female of Species’ } 
) ‘Honky Tonk’ f 


MINNEAPOLIS 


(1:30 p.m.).. 


WED., SEPT. 3 (1 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Warner Bldg. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Warner Bldg. 
THURS., SEPT. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.) ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (1 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Warner Bldg. 


4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 


| We Go Fast’ l (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


(2 p.m.).. ) ‘Yank in the RAF. ( 


Cowan: dir., Joseph Lewis; no writing credits; camera, TUES., SEPT. 9 (11-a.m.)}, ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


(Continued on page 27) 
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Top Films 











niche for himself high in the esteem 
and ffinancial ratings wherever 
‘Caught in the Draft’ was shown, 
and the continuing fine records of 
Mickey Rooney and Bette Davis. 
Showmen also are unstinting in 
praise of excellent directorial work, 
of which there were numerous not- 
able examples. Cecil B. DeMille 
achieved the distinction of turning 


| 


of 1940-41 | 





. ! . 
Continued from page 1 | week with signs of exceeding that 





most successful film ventures of all ' 
time, including ‘Ben Hur,’ ‘The Birth , 
of a Nation,’ ‘Big Parade,’ ‘Covered 
Wagon’ and the same director's own | 
‘10 Commandments.’ 

In contrast to ‘Gone’ and ‘North | 
West,’ in a season significant for a 
group of standout popular successes | 
next rating goes without protest from 
any source to the trio of Abbott and | 





in the season’s biggest grossing pic- | Costello screen farces for Universal— 
ture, ‘Narth West Mounted Police’ | ‘Buck Privates, ‘In the Navy’ and 


(Par): Arthur Lubin is credited with 


directing the three Abbott and Cos- | der of release, although ‘Navy’ hit 


tello films, and William Wyler, Raoul 
Walsh, Michael Curtiz, George Cukor 
and Rouben Mamoulian made con- 
spicuous contributions. 

Among women stars of enhanced 
drawing values, Ginger Rogers im- 
proved as a boxoffice asset during 
the season, as did also Betty Grable, 


Femme B.0. Stars, 1940-41 


(Alphabetically) 

Bette Davis, ‘The Letter,’ ‘The 
Great Lie.’ ‘Bride Came C.O.D.’ 
(WB), ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO). 

Deanna Durbin, ‘Spring Pa- 
rade,’ ‘Nice Girl’ (U). 

Alice Faye, ‘Tin Pan Alley,’ 
‘That Night in Rio’ (20th-Fox). 


Judy Garland, ‘Strike Up the 
Band,” ‘Ziegfeld Girl,’ ‘Life Be- 
gins for Andy Hardy’ (M-G). 

Betty Grable, ‘Tin Pan Alley,’ 
‘Moon Over Miami,’ ‘Down Ar- 
gentine Way’ (20th-Fox). 

Katharine Hepburn, ‘Philadel- 
phia Story’ (M-G). 

Dorothy Lamour, ‘Road to 
Zanzibar,’ ‘Caught in the Draft,’ 
‘Aloma of the South Seas’ (Par). 

Myrna Loy, ‘3rd Finger, Left 
Hand,’ ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G). 

Ginger Rogers, ‘Kitty Foyle,’ 
‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ (RKO). 

Rosalind Russell, ‘This Thing 
Called Love’ (Col), ‘They Met 
in Bombay’ (M-G). 











tee 





in filmusicals; Rosalind Russell, for 
her two fine comedy performances in 
‘This Thing Called Love’ (Col) and 
*They Met in Bombay’ (M-G). Dor- 
othy Lamour firmly established her- 
self by displaying versatility. And 
Katharine Hepburn scored her great- 
est screen success, after a two years’ 
absence, in ‘Philadelphia Story.’ 

Although the boxoffice bell rang 
loudest for Rooney, Abbott-Costello 
and Bob Hope, top grosses also were 
turned in by James Cagney, Errol 
Flynn, Gary Cooper, Clark Gable, 
Tyrone Power, Don Ameche and 
Bing Crosby. 

That Midas touch in show busi- 
ness, that elusive element that en- 
thuses the public and loosens its dol- 
lars at the boxoffice, manifested it- 
self in all its varied and baffling 
forms during the film season. 

Thumbing through the booking 
sheets of important first-run thea- 
tres, scanning the returns of hun- 
dreds of subsequent showings, and 
analyzing the weekly telegraphic 
reports from Variety correspondents 
in all key release cities, there is but 
one conclusion to be reached: the 
showman and the alchemist deal with 
fragile material. 
rote governs the boxoffice. 


ment, performance, 
exploitation. 


The outstanding film successes of 
the season ranged a wide span of 
subject matter, and an even wider 


field of creative and acting talent 


In actual receipts, the presentation of 
(Selznick- 
MG), at popular prices, garnered the 
In the previous sea- 
son ‘Gone’ had exceeded every known 
when it 
There 
were millions, apparently, who wait- 
release, not 
counting return customers. Although 
bookings did not exceed 8,000 thea- 
tres, the total paid at the wickets 
was sufficient to add $4,000,000 to the 


‘Gone With the Wind’ 


largest receipts. 


figure for theatre intake 
was shown at the $1.10 scale. 


ed until the ‘regular’ 


film rental account. 
DeMille’s Topper 
Of the season’s regular releases, 
DeMille’s ‘North West Mounted Po- 


lice,’ cashed in on the pioneering by 
in advanted admissions on 
‘Boom Town,’ toward the end of the 
Par urged its own 


Metro 


previous season. 
and independent theatre outlets to 
advance prices for the DeMille melo- 
drama. Domestic film rental soared 
to $2,750,000, with sufficient untilled 
soil to warrant substantial additional 
income. Europe’s battle royal tem- 
porarily has deferred the foreign 
revenues which ultimately will lift 
‘North West’ into the class with the 


Neither rule nor 
Dollar 
success is based on ingredients, prop- | 
erly fused, of story material, treat- 
timeliness and 


‘Hold That Ghost’—listed in the or- 


| the jackpot. 

Brief summary of the strange be- 
|havior of the Abbott and Costello | 
‘films is as weird as some of the | 
| shadow antics of the stars, previous- | 
ly long established in burlesque and 
more recently popularized as radio 
and musicomedy zanies. The gold- 
rush at the boxoffice when ‘Buck 
Privates’ was released was over- 
looked by numerous first-run opera- 
tors who allowed independent com- 
petition to cash in at the mutuels. 
Audiences grew daily at the first 
showings. Holdover engagements 
became the rule in nearly every ex- 
hibition spot. Re-bookings swarmed 
the Universal exchanges. Additional 
prints were tossed into circulation. 
While some film executives were be- 
moaning ‘conditions,’ Abbott and 
Costello flaunted business indices. 
They were no flash-in-the-pan. ‘In 
the Navy’ followed with the benefit 
of national word-of-mouth boosting. 
Extended runs extended themselves 
into subsequent showings. ‘Navy’ 
struck the public risibles in the very 
spot where Chaplin in ‘Shoulder 
Arms’ had tickled the boxoffice 25 
years ago. It is a fact that more 
filmgoers attended ‘Navy’ than any 
other picture of the season. 

Comes next another success yarn, 
the boxoffice exploitation of Katha- 
rine Hepburn in ‘Philadelphia Story’ 
(M-G). Off the screen for more than 
two years, during which she toured 
in the legit version of Philip Barry’s 
satiric expose of society life on the 
Main Line, Hepburn’s return was 
greeted by long queues at theatre 
lobbies. Not overlooking, of course, 
that she had highly expert and cap- 
able assistance from James Stewart, 
Cary Grant and Ruth Hussey, and 
almost perfect direction from George 
Cukor. 

Any arbitrary general listing of 
the season’s features in boxoffice 
terms, beyond the highspots men- 
tioned, is virtually impossible, in 
the light of the extraordinary up- 
beat of theatre business that showed 
itself in August, the closing month 
of the season. At least three, and 
probably four, films from as many 














different studios sky-rocketed in 
first runs. Standout is Samuel Gold- 
B.0. Directors, 1940-41 





(Alphabetically) 
David Butler, ‘Caught in the 
Draft’ (Par). 


Charles Chaplin, ‘The Great 
Dictator’ (UA). 

George Cukor, ‘Philadelphia 
Story’ (M-G). 

Michael Curtiz, ‘Santa Fe 


Trail,’ ‘The Dive Bomber’ (WB). 
Cecil B. DeMille, ‘North West 

Mounted Police’ (Par). 
Alexander Hall, ‘Here Comes 

Mr. Jordan,’ ‘This Thing Called 


Love’ (Col). 
Alfred Hitchcock, ‘Foreign 
Correspondent’ (UA), ‘Mr. and 


. Mrs. Smith’ (RKO). 

Fritz Lang, ‘Western Union,’ 
‘Return of Frank James,’ ‘Man- 
hunt’ (20th-Fox). 

Walter Lang, ‘Tin Pan Alley,’ 
‘Moon Over Miami’ (20th-Fox). 

Mitchell Leisen, ‘Arise My 
Love,’ ‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par). 

Frank Lloyd, ‘Howards of Vir- 
ginia’ (Col), ‘Lady From Chey- 
enne’ (U). 

Arthur Lubin, ‘Buck Privates,’ 
‘In the Navy,’ ‘Hold That Ghost’ 
(U). 

Rouben Mamoulian, ‘Mark of 
Zorro,’ ‘Blood and Sand’ (20th- 
Fox). 

Victor Schertzinger, ‘Rhythm 
on the River,’ ‘Road to Zanzibar,’ 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ (Par). 


Raoul Walsh, ‘Strawberry 
Blonde,’ ‘High Sierra,’ ‘Man 
Power’ (WB). 


Sam Wood, ‘Kitty Foyle,’ ‘Devil 
and Miss Jones’ (RKO). 

William Wyler, ‘The West- 
erner’ (UA), ‘The Letter’ (WB), 
‘Little Foxes’ (RKO). 

George B. Seitz, ‘Andy Hardy’s 
Private Secretary,’ ‘Life Comes 
to Andy Hardy’ (M-G). 

















| ; 
wyn's 


| where, 





Abbott and Costello | 





| profitably one 


production, ‘Little Foxes,’ 
starring Bette Davis, and released 
by RKO. Showing exclusively at 
Radio City Music Hall, New York, 
it registered $112,000 on its opening 


record summer figure in the current 
stanza. 

Coincidentally, the latest of the 
Hardy Family series, ‘Life Begins 
for Andy Hardy,’ starring Mickey 
Rooney and Lewis Stone, is in posi- 
tion to exceed any of its prede- 
cessors and reach a pinnacle with 
Metro’s best for the year. It is 
holding for extended runs every- 


With equal astonishment, showmen 
are viewing the initial engagements 
of ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB), last release 
of an outstanding program. A War- 
ner sales executive declares it will 
surpass at the boxoffice the previous 
leaders, ‘Santa Fe Trail,’ ‘Bride 
Came C.O.D.’ and ‘Knute Rockne.’ 

In the same group is Columbia’s 
new release, ‘Here Comes Mr. Jor- 
dan,’ unique in story and treatment, 
and excellently acted by Robert 


Male B.O. Stars, 1940-41 


(Alphabetically) 

Abbott and Costello, ‘Buck 
Privates,’ ‘In the Navy,’ ‘Hold 
That Ghost’ (U). 

Don Ameche, ‘Moon Over 
Miami,’ ‘Down Argentine Way,’ 

- ‘That Night in Rio’ (20th-Fox), 
‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ (Par). 

James Cagney, ‘Bride Came 
C.O.D., ‘Strawberry’ Blonde,’ 
‘City for Conquest’ (WB). 

Charles Chaplin, ‘The Great 
Dictator’ (UA). 








Gary Cooper, ‘North West 
Mounted Police’ (Par), ‘The 
Westerner’ (UA), ‘Meet John 
Doe’ (WB). 


Bing Crosby, ‘Rhythm on the 
River,’ ‘Road to Zanzibar’ (Par). 

Clark Gable, ‘Comrade X,’ 
‘They Met in Bombay’ (M-G). 

Bob Hope, ‘Road to Zanzibar,’ 
‘Caught in the Draft’ (Par). 

Tyrone Power, ‘Mark of Zorro,’ 
‘Blood and Sand’ (20th-Fox). 

Mickey Rooney, ‘Strike Up the 
Band,’ ‘Andy Hardy’s Private 
Secretary,’ ‘Men of Boys’ Town,’ 
‘Life Begins for Andy Hardy’ 
(M-G). 








Montgomery, Rita Johnson and a 
good cast under Alexander Hall’s di- 
rection. 

If there is a single phase of the 
exhibition field that has marked the 
closing season as indicative of new 
things to come, it is the trend among 
theatre operators to break down the 
long established system of regular 
changes of attractions, usually limit- 
ed to one week, in the larger first 
runs. Extended playing of popular 
features dates back to the earliest 
film days, and many cities supported 
or more small ca- 
pacity theatres given over exclusively 
to this policy. But the more spa- 
cious houses for years have clung 
tenaciously to weekly and bi-weekly 
change. 

Within the past 12 months radical 
departures from booking routine 
have encouraged theatre operators 
to extend playing time. The effect 
of such a policy, in more universal 
use, is viewed by showmen as en- 
couraging to production and the 
probable solution to the ills of 
double billing. It removes a ceiling 
from film rental possibilities. 


No Capra at Columbia; 

















Highlights of each distributor’s top 
grossers: 


| For the first time in a dozen years 
' 


Columbia had no Fr: Capra pro- 
duction for exhibitors, as the di- 
rector and Bob Riskin, scenarist, 


switched to Warners. 

With accurate estimate on ‘Mr. 
Jordan’ deferred until wider returns, 
Columbia's leader for the season was 


‘Penny Serenade’ (Irene Dunne- 
Cary Grant; directed by George 
Stevens). Its success was general, 


a holdover in many spots. 


Original exploitation was used in 
initial runs by placement of news- 
paper advertising copy on pages two 
or three in hundreds of dailies, in- 
sertions being timed to regular 
amusement column announcements 
after the opening campaign. Film 
was released in nearly all keys be- 
fore the first run engagements in 
New York and Chicago. 


‘This Thing Called Love’ (Rosalind 
Russell-Melvyn Douglas) was one of 
the year’s provocative pictures, 
stirring no little comment on account 
of the connubial theme. Director 
was Alexander Hall, who also di- 





rected ‘Mr. Jordan.’ 


‘Penny Serenade’ No. 1) 





Top-Rating Pictures for 1940-41 


—— 


COLUMBIA 


‘Penny Serenade,’ Irene Dunne, Cary Grant; dir. George Stevens. 

‘This Thing Called Love,’ R. Russell, M. Douglas; dir. Alexander Hall, 
‘Howards of Virginia.” Cary Grant, Martha Scott; dir. Frank Lloyd, 
‘She Knew All the Answers,’ Tone, Joan Bennett; dir, Richard Wallace, 
*‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan,’ Montgomery, Rita Johnson; dir. Alex Hall, 


METRO 


‘Gone With the Wind,’ Clark Gable, Vivien Leigh; dir. Victor Fleming, 
‘Philadelphia Story,’ Hepburn, J. Stewart, Cary Grant; dir. Geo. Cukor, 
‘Strike Up the Band,’ Mickey Rooney-Judy Garland; dir. Busby Berkeley, 
‘Comrade X,’ Clark Gable, Hedy LaMarr; dir. King Vidor. 

‘They Met in Bombay,’ Gable, Roz Russell; dir. Clarence Brown. 

‘Andy Hardy’s Pri. Sec.,, M. Rooney, L. Stone; dir. George B. Seitz. 
‘Ziegfeld Girl,’ Judy Garland, J. Stewart, H. LaMarr; dir. Robt. Leonard, 
‘Escape,’ Norma Shearer, Robt. Taylor; dir. Mervyn LeRoy. 

‘Men of Boys Town,’ Spencer Tracy, M. Rooney; dir. Norman Taurog. 
‘Love Crazy,’ Myrna Loy, William Powell; dir. Jack Cummings. 

*‘Life Begins for Andy Hardy,’ M. Rooney, L. Stone; dir. Geo. B. Seitz, 


PARAMOUNT 


‘North West Mounted Police,” Cooper, Goddard; dir. Cecil B. DeMille, 
‘Caught in the Draft,’ Bob Hope, Dor. Lamour; dir. David Butler. 

‘Road to Zanzibar,’ Crosby, Lamour, Hope; dir. Victor Sckertzinger. 
‘Love Thy Neighbor,’ Jack Benny, Fred Allen; dir. Mark Sandrich. 
‘Virginia,’ Madeleine Carroll, Fred MacMurray; dir. E. H. Griffith. 
‘Shepherd of Hills,’ J. Wayne, B. Field, H. Carey; dir. Henry Hathaway, 
‘Arise My Love,’ Claudette Colbert, Ray Milland; dir. Mitchell Leisen, 
‘I Wanted Wings,’ R. Milland, Brian Donlevy; dir. Mitchell Leisen. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ Mary Martin, Don Ameche; dir. V. Schertzinger, 
*‘Aloma of the South Seas,’ Dor. Lamour, Jon Hall; dir. Alfred Santell, 





RKO 


‘Kitty Foyle,’ Ginger: Rogers; dir. Sam Wood. 

‘Tom, Dick and Harry,’ Ginger Rogers; dir. Garson Kanin. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith,’ Lombard, Montgomery; dir, Alfred Hitchcock. 
‘Devil and Miss Jones,’ Jean Arthur, Chas. Coburn; dir. Sam Wood, 
‘Sunny,’ Anna Neagle; dir. Herbert Wilcox. 

‘No, No, Nanette,’ Anna Neagle; dir. Herbert Wilcox. 


‘Reluctant Dragon,’ Walt Disney. 


*‘My Life With Caroline,’ Ronald Colman; dir, Lewis Milestone. 
*‘The Little Foxes,’ Bette Davis; dir. William Wyler. 





* Recently released. 


20TH-FOX 
‘Tin Pan Alley,’ Alice Faye, Betty Grable; dir. Walter Lang. 
‘Moon Over Miami,’ Don Ameche, Betty Grable; dir. Walt. Lang. 
‘Mark of Zorro,’ Tyrone Power; dir. Rouben Mamoulian. 
‘Down Argentine Way,’ Don Ameche, Betty Grable; dir. Irv. Cummings, 
‘Tobacco Road,’ Chas. Grapewin; dir. John Ford. 


‘Return of Frank James,’ 


Henry Fonda, Gene Tierney; dir. Fritz Lang. 


‘Blood and Sand,’ Tyrone Power; dir. Rouben Mamoulian. 

‘That Night in Rio,’ Alice Faye, Don Ameche; dir. Irv. Cummings. 
‘Western Union,’ Robert Young, Randolph Scott; dir. F. Lang. 
‘Man Hunt,’ Joan Bennett, Walt Pidgeon; dir. Fritz Lang. 





UNITED ARTISTS 


‘The Great Dictator,’ Charles Chaplin 

‘Thief of Bagdad,’ Conrad Veidt, Tabu; dir. Ludwig Berger. 
‘Foreign Correspondent,’ Joal McCrea; dir. Alf. Hitchcock. 

‘The Westerner,’ Gary Cooper; dir. William Wyler. 

‘That Hamilton Woman,’ Vivien Leigh, L. Olivier; dir. Alex Korda. 
‘Son of Monte Cristo,’ Louis Hayward, Joan Bennett; dir. R. V. Lee. 


UNIVERSAL 


‘In the Navy,’ Abbott & Costello; dir. Arthur Lubin. 
‘Hold That Ghost,’ Abbott & Costello: dir. Arthur Lubin. 


‘Buck Privates,’ 


Abbott & Costello; dir. Arthur Lubin. 


‘Back Street,’ Charles Boyer, Margaret Sullavan: dir. Bruce Manning. 


‘Spring Parade,’ 


Deanna Durbin; dir. Henry Koster, 


‘Nice Girl?’ Deanna Durbin; dir. William Seiter. 
‘Lady From Cheyenne,’ Loretta Young, Robt. Preston; dir. Frank Lloyd. 


WARNERS 
‘Santa Fe Trail,’ Errol Flynn, Olivia DeHaviland: dir. Michael Curtiz. 
‘Bride Came C.O.D.,’ James Cagney, Bette Davis; dir. William Keighley. 
‘Knute Rockne,’ Pat O’Brien, Ronald Reagan: dir. Lloyd Bacon. 
‘Strawberry Blonde,’ Cagney, DeHaviland; dir. Raoul Walsh. 
‘Tre Letter,’ Bette Davis; dir. William Wyler. 
‘The Great Lie,’ Bette Davis; dir. Edmund Goulding. 
“Meet John Doe,’ Gary Cooper, Barbara Stanwyck; dir. Frank Capra. 
‘Man Power,’ E. G. Robinson, Dietrich, George Raft; dir. Raoul Walsh. 
‘High Sierra,’ Humphrey Bogart, Ida Lupino; dir, Raoul Walsh. 


*‘Dive Bomber, 





* Recently released. 





Errol Flynn, Fred MacMurray; dir. Michael Curtiz. 





_Crawford’s Comeback; 


Metro’s Gables, Rooneys 


Story at Metro is in the potency of | 


studio’s screen talent, of the type to 
carry smoothly finished product to 
upper boxoffice brackets. Picture 
ratings hit the groove of star values. 
for the most part. Mickey Rooney 
figured in four releases in the first 
10, two of them Hardys; also ‘Strike 
Up the Band,’ teamed with Judy 
Garland, and ‘Men of Boys’ Town,’ 
hitched with Spencer Tracy. The 
two Clark Gable entries, ‘Comrade 
= and ‘Bombay,’ are high on the 
ist. 

Some light on the heavy man- 
power at Metro is reflected by the 
fact that in the first 10 on the stu- 
dio’s list only George Seitz is cred- 
ited with two pictures. Work of the 
following is represented: Fleming, 
Cukor, Berkeley, Vidor, Brown, 
Leonard, LeRoy, Taurog and Cum- 
mings. 

Two other films did excellent 
business. They are Joan Crawford 
in ‘A Worman’s Face,’ which served 
to usher her back into fast company, 
and Robert Taylor in ‘Billy the Kid,’ 


a shoot-’em-up, which registered 
big through the midwest and south. 
Of significance is growing recog- 


nition of some of the newer and 
younger Metro talent, notably 
| Katherine Grayson, who appeared 





in ‘Private Secretary’; Laraine Day, 
given top spot in a re-make of ‘Trial 
of Mary Dugan’; Ruth Hussey, who 
scored as comedy lead in ‘Philadel- 
phia Story,’ and Ann Rutherford, 
who held her place opposite Rooney 
in the Hardy series. 

Studio also uncovered Red Skel- 
ton from vaudeville as a screen 
comedian. 


Hope, Bing, Benny-Allen, 
Lamour, ‘Va.’ Par’s Tops 


At Paramount, man of the hour is 
Bob Hope. ‘Caught in the Draft’ 
whisked him onto the rare atmos- 
phere of upper stardom. This pic- 
ture is second on the company’s list 
of grossers, not too far behind ‘North 
West Mounted.’ The Hope-Dorothy 
Lamour combination also appeared 
with Bing Crosby in ‘Roffd to Zanzi- 
bar.’ Latter continues among stu- 
dios best boxoffice 


personalities. 
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Earlier in the season he scored in 
‘Rhythm On the River.’ 

Backed by good ballyhoo, ‘Love 
Thy Neighbor,’ starring Jack Benny 
and Fred Allen, was a money-maker 
everywhere, but others on the list 
were spotty. ‘Shepherd of the Hills,’ 
re-make of the Harold Bell Wright 
novel, was taken right to heart in 
the midwest, but slumped in eastern 
cities where folklore is not taken 
so seriously. 

‘Virginia,’ directed in color by E. 
H. Griffith, with Madeleine Carroll 
as heroine, drew well in the second- 
ary theatres. 

With the trend to extended play- 
ing time and the automatic entry 
of Paramount product to its formid- 
able theatre affiliations, studio will 
probably clip much of its lesser 
product during the coming season 
and concentrate on more ambitious 
films. 


RKO’s ‘Foyle,’ Goldwyn’s 


‘Foxes,’ Welles’ ‘Kane’ 


At RKO, in the excitement at- 
tendant upon the release of the 
Goldwyn’s ‘Little Foxes,’ showmen 
are not likely to overlook the in- 
creasing popularity of Ginger Rogers, 


whose two. starring films, ‘Kitty 
Foyle’ and ‘Tom, Dick and Harry,’ 
turned handsome. profits where 
shown. On her slender shoulders 


rested the major load of carrying a 
program of rather uneven boxoffice 
values. 

‘Foyle’ was a natural. Adapted 
from a best selling novel with frank 
romantic twists, film was excellently 
exploited in advance of release and 
then stood up to promises. In addi- 
tion to ‘Foyle’ Sam Wood also di- 
rected ‘Devil and Miss Jones,’ star- 
ring Jean Arthur, 

More was expected from Alfred 
Hitcheock’s production, ‘Mr. an 
Mrs. Smith,’ than was realized at the 
boxoffice. 

Orson Welles’ ‘Citizen Kane’ had a 
disheartening fling as a roadshow, 
but is in the new season's list for 
regular release. ‘My Life with Caro- 
line’ (Ronald Colman, directed by 
Lewis Milestone) is of too recent re- 
lease for accurate classification. 

With new studio executive 
sonnel and reorganization grief 
the past, RKO may come 
better in the new season, 


No Real Standout at 20th; 
Filmusicals the Best B.O. 
At 20th-Fox, not a real standout, 

comparable to the best of this studio’s 

product of theypast. For sundry rea- 
sons, ‘Tobacco Road’ missed the box- 
office bell by a mile, and specials 
such as ‘Chad Hanna,’ ‘Western 

Union’ and ‘Brigham Young’ bogged 

down badly because of mediocre 

screen writing. 

Tyrone Power held his strength at 
the boxoffice, although not too hand- 
somely supported by being handed 
two re-makeés, ‘Mark of Zorro’ and 
‘Blood and Sand.’ 

Of new importance at the studio is 
Betty Grable, who figured 
nently in ‘Tin Pan Alley,’ best on the 
list, and in ‘Moon Over Miami’ and 
‘Down Argentine Way.’ 


per- 


in 


proml- 
& 


The filmusicals led the 20th-Fox 
list, but the late season release, ‘Man 
Hunt,’ with Joan Bennett and 
Walter Pidgeon, is climbing fast on 
its merits as one of the best of the 


topical melodramas. 
Chaplin Bellwethered 
UA; Ford Disappointed 


For UA not even Chaplin in ‘The 


Great Dictator’ struck the boxoffice 
pace to which exhibitors have been 
accustomed for a score of year It 
was ut not treme ) For 
the reason that Chaplin werved 
from conventional farce, of which 
he long has been the master, to a 
film with a message he did not en- 
llrely satisfy his audience however 


much they agreed with his anti-Nazi 
viewpoint, 

‘Bagdad’ was a beautiful picture, 
expertly produced, despite the handi- 


caps of completing in Hollywood 


what was started in London before} 


the bombers arrived. Counting 
‘Zorro’ and ‘Blood and Sand,’ this 
was the third re-make of a one-time 
silent success. Tabu was far short of 
the elder Fairbanks at his best. 

Greatest disappointment on the 
UA list for the season was John 
Ford’s production, ‘Long Voyage 
Home,’ a memorable theatre experi- 
ence. The experts are still analyz- 
ing the reason for its almost Univer- 
sal lack of appeal. Absence of name 
players, perhaps. 


Abbott and Costello At 
U—That’s All, Brother 


The season at Universal can be 
told in capital letters ‘A & C.’ 

‘A’ ratings also for ‘Back Street,’ 
re-make the Hurst story 
Which scored solidly in general re- 


t ‘. + yu 
Ul anny 


lease, the two Deanna Durbin com- 
edies with song, ‘Spring Parade’ and 
‘Nice Girl’, 

‘Lady from Cheyenne,’ produced 
by Frank Lloyd, did well in the wide 
open spaces, 


Cagney, Bette, Flynn 
Highlights for Warners 


Warners, in the stride of former 
successful seasons, stressed strong 
story material and established per- 
sonalities, plus the characteristic em- 
phasis on promotion and exploita- 
tion. 

In varying degrees, these elements 
contributed to the high grosses of 
‘Santa Fe Trail,’ starring Errol 
Flynn; ‘Bride Came C.O.D.’, in which 
James Cagney and Bette Davis ap- 
peared together, and ‘Knute Rockne- 
All American,’ a fine piece of current 
Americana in which Pat O’Brien im- 
personated one of the creators of 





through | 


|'modern football. 

As the season closes, ‘Dive 
| Bomber,’ starring Flynn and Fred 
| MacMurray, is registering heavily 
| in the first runs with promise of un- 
| usual success. 
| Cagney also played in ‘Strawberry 
Blonde’ and ‘City for Conquest,’ and 
Miss Davis held her spot as one of 
the screen’s leading women stars by 
|; her work in ‘The Letter’ and ‘The 
Great Lie.’ 

Frank Capra’s single production 
of the year, ‘Meet John Doe,’ was 
|}an interesting experiment in power- 
|ful screen entertainment, but lacked 
| the boxoffice dash of some of his 
previous films. 

Although withheld until the new 
| Season, ‘Sergeant York,’ starring 
| Gary Cooper, had its initial showings 
| during the late weeks of the season, 
land is pointed to top figures as a 
| boxoffice draw. 


BOB HOPE NO. | 
WITH NW FANS 








| 
| 


Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 

Bob Hope has run well ahead of 
Mickey Rooney in popularity among 
Northwest film fans, according to a 
survey just concluded in this terri- 
tory. He's the No. 1 boxoffice bet and 
his last several pictures, including, 
particularly, ‘Caught in the Draft,’ 
have been the top grossers. 
thing revealed by the 
survey is that nearly ail the ‘best 
draws’ are male luminaries. Ab- 
bott and Costello are gorging to the 
front fast, but exhibitors are doubt- 
ful as to how long they’ll stay there, 


Singular 








pointing to the fate of the Ritz Bros. | 
and Marx Bros. as well as Laurel 
and Hardy. Hope, however, has 


held his position among the leaders 


for the past two years and continu- 


lly has gained ground until now 
he’s out in front, it’s pointed out. 
Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and 
Gary Cooper still are close to the 
top, in the order named. Bette 
Davis leads among the feminine | 
names with Ida Lupino coming up | 
fast. Melvyn Douglas is regarded as 


who has been develop- 
ing a cor public following 
and Tyrone Powers, Ginger Rogers 


afiother sta1 
ing iderable 


and Barbara Stanwyck are not far | 
behind the leaders Outside the 
larger cities, Gene Autry is up at 
the top. 

An amazing c Joan 


ing ymeback for 
Crawford because of her click in ‘A 


Woman's Face’ is reported. On the 
the! 1 Deanne Durbi! ha 
Slipp er: i De e of 
th [re ent appe ince . ( iries 
Laugt and Cl es Boyer mear 
less than a year ago 
In the iller ve ns 

br yal Ithy é nse Else- 
V re ec edies are the most sure- 
fire boxoffice. 


Opportunity for Two 

Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Susan Hayward and Barbara Brit- 
ton, Paramount contractees, are to 
be tested for the role of Maria in 
‘For Whom the Bell Tolls.’ 
Miss Hayward has just 
second femme lead in ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind,’ and Miss Britton had a sup- 
porting role in ‘Louisiana Purchase.’ 


GORDON’S 2 FOR HALL 
Hollywood, Sept. 2. 


John Hall Productions assigned 
Paul Gordon, former producer-direc- 


tor in Paris, as associate producer of 
two pictures, starting with ‘The Cap- 
iin of the Kos k, 

Second is ‘The Lower Depths,’ a 
ale o 1 Russia by Maxim Gorky 


RKO’s ‘Burlesque’ Reale 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
RKO has bought ‘Burlesque’ from 
Paramount to launch Ray Bolger as 
solo star. 
Par made it in 1930 with Hal 
Skelly and Barbara Stanwyck who; 
also appeared in the stage original. 


SWIFTLY 
EASES OUT C10 
IN DETROIT 


Detroit, Sept. 2. 

Swift moves of the AFL here in 
organizing front-of-the-house thea- | 
tre workers in its established trade | 
unions, has blocked the threat of | 
a move by the CIO into the theatre | 
field. Report is that the threatened | 
conflict here—town is just settling | 
down from a transportation strike 
resulting from a jurisdictional fight 
between the rival unions—has caused 
the withdrawal of a charter granted 
by the CIO from Washington. 


While Detroit, because of its CIO | 
strength through the new automobile | 
unions and because it has become | 
an economic guinea pig for the na-| 
tion, was selected as the jousting | 
spot, the feeling now is that the| 
counter-moves of the AFL, made} 
swiftly, will transfer the battle to! 
other grounds. 

After the CIO began its organizing 
and gathered sufficient strength to 
start picketing and negotiations— | 
report had it that raids on estab- | 
lished unions had some members 
holding cards in two unions—AFL 
hurriedly rounded up 800 ushers, 
cashiers, doormen and candy girls 
previously uncovered by its charters 
and formed them into a B local of 
the IATSE. 

To make it all the more binding, 
and block out the CIO entirely, im- 
mediate negotiations were started by 
Roger M. Kennedy, international | 
v.p. of the IATSE, for a contract 
with United Detroit theatres, Allied 
Theatres and Co-Operative Theatres, 
the three largest groups here. It 
placed the AFL in an advantageous 
spot already having contracts 
through its established unions and 
with the chains inclined to move to- 
ward terms to prevent dual union- 














| tween these houses and the Coliseum 


picture—in which he himself will 


Committee on Inter-American Rela- 
tions. 
for showing to school groups and 
other organizations to better acquaint 
them with South America. 


|; educational groups. 


Film Cartoonists Guild Reaches Out — 
To S.A. to Picket Junket by Disney 





NW Theatre Powwow 


Seattle, Sept. 2. 

Showmen of the northwest, affili- 
ated with or a part of Evergreen and 
Hamrick-Evergreen circuits, are ar- 
riving here for the annual conven- 
tion Sept. 4, to be held at the Olym- 
pic hotel. Spyros and Charles Skou- 
ras will be present. Plans for the 
fall season will be announced. 

Two Sterling chain (John Danz) 
houses, the Roosevelt and Palomar, 
both of Seattle, will be represented, 
due to moveover: arrangements be- 





and Orpheum. 





Disney, MOT, Amateur 
Cameramen All Tie In 


For Pan-Am. Goodwilling 


Walt Disney, during his current 
tour of South America, will make a 





probably appear—for the Rockefeller 


It will be 16 mm. and in color 


March of Time crews are also 
shooting footage for the Rockefeller 
group, which is having a difficult 
time getting authentic South Ameri- 
can stuff to educate the United 
States. Arrangements with Disney 
and MOT have been made by Ken- 
neth Macgowan, 20th-Fox producer, 
now on a leave of absence to the 
Rockefeller organization, to produce 


2 
4 


«11 
j all 


. 
| 





or otherwise acquire 16 mm. pix of | 


U. S. for showing in S. A., and pix 
of S. A. for showing here 


Macgowan is also trying to interest 


| 
one of the major companies in hav- | 
} 


ing one of its stars make a trip| 
through Latin America accompanied | 
by a cameraman. He figures such a 
scheme would have many advan- | 
tages. For one, it would provide him 
with educational footage of South 
America hypoed by the presence of 
the film player in it. In that way it | 
might get into theatres as well as to | 
A second point 





. — starint he str hea- : : : 

ism from entering the Detroit -~ - is that it would be a good will build- 

yr Seld nh ( e sre aiso Na » y ‘ ~ 

i ggg ttn five ; er for the U. S. in S. A. were the 
1 some pressure ecause 0O = “ee 

pute on some Pree ” star’s tour properly handled. In ad- 


national watching of the possibility 


of the CIO getting a foothold in the 
theatres. 

While the regular contract for the 
operators expired Sept. 1 a new one 
will not be shaped up, it said 
until after the negotiations for the 
new local has been wangled 

As evidence that the CIO head- 
quarters withdrew its charter here, 
pickets of the union were withdrawn 
at several of the ouses. The un- 

} ! Bi ” 
expected with i 1 Ss ) 
thing of a puzzler to t! e O VE 
had an inside line ¢ the budding 
fight with the interpretation drawn 
that it is more of a strategic retreat 
than a complete abandonment of any 
future attempts to move into tne 
theatre realn 
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House vine Da Ratne 1 
involved in litigation with owners 
’ sarh ~h had | 
of competing Avaion which Nhada 
town sewed up exclusively until the | 
.* V¥ , . vv 
White Bear's entry into field. Rat- 


ner is suing Avalon owners for dam- 


ot Pe ‘ ian Simaeee t ig 
|ages claiming conspiracy to put h 


finished | 


| 
| 
| 


ithe William 


theatre out of business. He also has 


a product complaint with Arbitra- 


tion. 


RKO Hunts Cradles of Jazz 
Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
ts for locations for 
Dieterle production for 
RKO, ‘Syncopation,’ are being made | 
in New York, Chicago and New Or- 


Elaborate té 


jleans to get authentic b: ckgrounds 


significant in the history of jazz. 


Location tests by camera crew 
will be prougnt here vithin ext 
\ f r ir € y f 
co e r ¢ ! 
D eterie na ité a er, 
. —_ 
CI € lL. UG! t j 


dition, 


publicity for the player on 
both continents would make the rel- 
small cost of the try profit- 


able. j 
As another mean of obtaining 
footage, Macgowan is contacting all 
the amateur motion picture hobbyists 
1e can who are going to S. A. on 
business or pleasure trips. All of the 
10 reels he has cfilled on the U. S 
for showing in Latin America have 
been taken by amateurs and are in 
color. Fact that it is arnateur is be- 
cause much of it is excellent in qual- 
iy and hasn't been seen south of the 
border as most of the Hollywood 
] ++ 


travelog product has 
Macgowan has also prepared about 


- 1 
reels 


20 of 16 mm. footage on S. A 
for U. S. exhibition. The 60 ree! 
have been garnered by going over 
millioz of feet of amateur and pro 
Under a new arrangement witl 

H VV 1 producers, Ma wal 
i ree to i 
! é ff on S 4. for non- 
r I ! there Fil] iy 
Latin America principally distrib- 
( t emb es and con- 
All embassies were recently 
equipp¢ proje which they 

can lend out 


Amphibian Crab(be) 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Buster Crabbe, former swimming | 
champ, climbed out of the water 
today and mounted a horse in ‘Billy 


the Kid Wanted,’ first of a series of 
westerns for Producers Releasing 
Corp. 


Sam Newfield directs the Sigmund 
Neufeld production. 


ROGELL VICE MORGAN 
Hollywood, Sept. 2. 


Switch in director assignments at 


Republic has Al Rogell replacing 
William Morgan on ‘Newspapermen 


' Are Human.’ 


Morgan needed a few extra days 
to wind up retakes and added scenes 
latest, ‘Mercy Island,’ whicl 

i his guiding hand on the 


newspape yarn. 


| meet for PRC’s first special. 





Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Long distance picketing of Walt 
Disney’s South American goodwill 
tour was presaged in telegraphic 
protest by the Screen Cartoonists 
Guild to Sumner Welles, Assistant 
Secretary of State. Wire stated that 
the local union was in contact with 
South American labor organizations 
and was making arrangements with 
workmen south of the Panama Canal 
to establish picket lines on Disney 
and all his works. 

Copies of the wire to Welles were 
sent to John R. Steelman, director of 
the Labor Conciliation Service, and 
the Rockefeller Committee for the 
development of cultural relations 
with Latin America. The SCG de- 
manded that the State Department 
comply with the U.S. Government 
arbitration award calling for ‘Ameri- 
can standards of fair treatment of 
labor.’ 

The message said in part: 

‘Labor organizations in South 
America are being contacted and ar- 
rangements are being made to picket 
the Disney tour and his pictures. It 
is not our desire to do a thing to 
embarrass the Administration in 
South America, but we must insist 
that the company immediately coms 
ply with all terms of the Governs- 
ment’s award and make immediate 
adjustments of the monies due em- 
ployees. The State Department 
should insist that the Disney com- 
pany comply with the Government 
award and American standards of 
fair treatment of labor, including 
Federal statutes, before per- 
mitting Disney to represent the 
Unitd States as a goodwill ambassa- 
dor in South America.’ 

Disney studio has been closed for 
two weeks, with a recent announce- 
ment that the shutdown had been 
extended two more weeks. Closing 
was ordered when the company and 
the Guild clashed about temporary 
layoffs. Comparison of layoffs was 
207 Guilders to 49 non-Guilders, 


Convict Two Screen 
Slashers; Union Jam 





Jackson, Miss., Sept. 2 
Two men were convicted Wednes- 
day (27) in connection with the re- 


cent slashing of the screen of the 
Pix, nabe here, and a union official 
was released after Judge Leon Hen- 
drick nolle prossed charges filed 
against him. Judge Hendrick found 
Frank Baygent former inmate of 
the Mississippi state penitentiary, 
guilty of malicious mischief and 
property destruction and gave him 
a $100 fine and 30-day jail sen- 
tence The judge also found 
Chester Russell, operator in a Negro 
theatre, guilty as an accessory be- 
fore the screen slashing and fined 
him. $50. 

Similar charges filed in connection 
with the attack on the theatre C. B 
Carroll, business agent of the local 
operators’ union, were nolie prossed., 
The union for several months has 


been picketing the theatre to secure 


employment for union projectionists 


PRC Sales Head Extends 
Coast Product Powwow 


Holly i Sept. 2 
Arthur Greenblatt le chief f 
P f Re ' Cc ‘ 
on here for a few day for conti ) 
vith produce following two-day 
res ior , t the Holly- 
end Greenblatt will confer with 
George Batcheller, in charge of fea- 
ture production, and Sig Neufeld, 


supervisor of westerns, and the execs 
of the eight units now operating 
under the PRC banner. 

Campaign was laid out at the sales 
‘Swamp 
Woman.’ in which Ann Corio will be 
starred. Franchise-holders and sales- 
men at the conclave included Sam 
Decker. Louis Rustin. Dave Nathan- 
son, Max Meyer. Ralph  Dostal, 
Charles Owens, Bjorn Foss and Ed 
Morris. 


HOPALONG’S PAL POWDERS 
Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Brad King checked out of the Hop- 
along Cassidy cavaliers at Paramount 
after six months in the saddle, in 
which he galloned throuch five films 
as a pal of Bill Bovd, the t'tle rider. 
Nick Lucats, former Notre 
foothall star is chief candidate 
inb 
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: ‘NY. ALLIED CONVENES , 
Trade Showings IV PHILLY SEPT. 1é1g NICK and Weston Lose Appeals, 


Fomine rom ee | Must Serve 5-year Prison Terms § 


New York Allied unit plans hol i- | 



































—— ‘ { ‘Man at Large’) ...., 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (2 p.m.).. ‘Great Guns’ | (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R., 
WED., SEPT. 10 (11 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

\ ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G, PR. tional convention is being held iene | 


) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ | Warner Bidg. 

FRI. SEPT. 12 (1 p.m.).. | ‘Female of Species’) (M-G), P.R., “ of the — ee | 
(‘Honky Tonk {| Warner Bidg. state group was undertaken several | Weston, execs of IATSE, mands to employers. 

months ago in Albany, when a ses- Local No. 143, must serve prtcgead Holding that the law made it a 

felony to attempt to obtain money 


pe ; sion for the eastern section was com- | J°!ts in the pen and pay fines of | 
WED., SEPT. 3 (10 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Whitney T. : rj i 
WED., SEPT. 3 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16° (Par), Whitney T. pleted and the western setup of the | 19,000 each for violating the Fed-|or property through coercion or by 
THURS, SEPT. 4 (10 am.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Whitney T. organization agreed on. i labor anti-racketeering act, ac-; threats of force or violence. the 
THURS. SEPT. 4 (10 am.) ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), 20th-Fox PR. Max Cohen, a Brooklyn exhibitor | ording to the decision of the U. S. —_— ages that the law ap- 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 am.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), 20th-Fox PR. ar i Circuit Court of A Is filed h ee ee Rs ee ee 
ange 7 ach ‘Pidineg She id not the Cohen who withdrew yes ae ”s i y 3 's aggrandi 
| THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 PWe vag Bigg _—_ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. | from this Allied organization to join | Saturday (30). Convicted on Sept. | tte ae ak aiee x we oe ae 
MON., SEPT.8 (1 p.m.).. ) “Yank in the RAF. (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. the Allied Theatre Owners of New | 18, 1940, in U. S. District Court after | terests of their membership, 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (11 a.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), 20th-Fox. P.R. oo and Robert Goldblatt, of Tur- ja trial lasting a week, Nick and| ‘Individuals may obtain power in 
{ ‘Man at Large’ } (20th). 2 rytown, were placed on the commit- Weston have been at liberty on/ labor organizations,’ the opinion re- 
)‘Great Guns’ ( 1), 20th-Fox, P.R. oe representing the N. Y. area at! bonds pending the appeal. | cited, ‘which is capable of use to 
that time. Abraham Stone, of Al- The Appellate Court overruled all | obtain unwilling payments from em- 


its convention in Philadelphia 


ing 
Sept. 16-18, at the same time the na- 





St. Louis, Sept. 2. | ment for organized labor by making 


THURS., SEPT. il (1 p.m.).. 
modified reorganization ‘Big’ Nick and Clyde! it a crime to communicate wage dee 


former 





TUES., SEPT.9 (1 p.m.).. 


WED., SEPT. 10 (11 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

WED., SEPT. 10 (1 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. oe _- attorney ——s on | contentions of error in the trial be- | ployers through bringing about or 
agucak” «ilies ; \, ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), 20th-Fox, lal, O roy, were picked from the | fore Judge John Caskie Collet, hold- | threatening to bring about  vio- 
THURS., SEPT. 12 (10 a.m.).. ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ { P.R. pei area. H. P. Wallace, indie | ing specifically that the anti-racket-| lence, or through coercion.’ Nick 
, { ‘Female of Species’ } exhibitor of Auburn, and Abbott|eering statute was constitutional.| and Weston were charged in five 

. 9 ‘ ane mI oe ae ar : ; ‘ j . “ted 
FRI, SEPT. 12 (10am)... ) ronky Tonk’ ; (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. Francis, of Buffalo, later were se-|The high tribunal also overruled as| counts with obtaining $6,500 from 
lected for the western Buffalo-Syra-/| unsound the contention of the de-| local flicker house owners in 1937 


was un-| through exorbitant wage demands 
| which were ditched after the pay- 
ment was made. 


NEW ORLEANS 


WED., SEPT. 3 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (12 noon), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


cuse division. 
Operating committee may 
picked this week in Albany. 


fense that the Federal act 
be | constitutional in that it denied free- 
| dom of speech in providing punish- 





THURS. SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. ai 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. A | P d : 

THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. VY t t 
MON., SEPT. 8 (9 a.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. ance ro uc 10n ar 
MON., SEPT. 8 (1:30 p.m.), ‘We Go Fast’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 





MON., SEPT. 8 (3 p.m.), ‘Yank in the R.A.F.’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (9 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. (Continued from page 22) right; orig. screenplay, Barry Trivers; camera, Sid 
; Hickox. Cast: Jeffrey Lynn, Constance Bennett, Mona 


TUES., SEPT. 9 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Man at Large’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (3 p.m.), ‘Great Guns’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
*‘VED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

{ ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), 20th-Fox, 


Charles Van Enger. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, Fuzzy 
Knight, Nell O’Day, Beatrice Roberts, Herbert Rawlin- 
son, Dick Curtis, Robert Strange, Glenn Strange, The 
Notables, Buck Moulton, Carl Sepulveda ('40-41). 


Maris, Regis Toomey, Roland Drew, Hobart Bosworth, 
Frank Puglia. 


NINE LIVES ARE NOT ENOUGH,  meller; 


HURS., SEPT. 11 (1:30 p.m.).. 3 6a oe ness ES 
” ; Smilin" Thru j P.R. BOMBAY CLIPPER, drama; asso. prod., Marshall asso. prod., William Jacobs; dir., A. Edward Suther- 
\ ‘Female of Species’ ] (M-G ). 20th-Fox, P.R Grant: dir., John Rawlirs:; no writing credits; camera, | land; screenplay, Fred Niblo, Jr.; camera, Ted McCord. 

ee ee ae Cast: William Gargan, Irene Hervey, | Cast: Ronald Regan, Joan Perry, Howard da Silva, 


FRI., SEPT. 12 (1:30 p.m.).. ) ‘Honky Tonk’ ' 


NEW YORK CITY-NEW JERSEY 


Stanley Cortez. 
Charles Lang, 
Corrigan, Wade Boteler, Richard’ Davies, Turhan Bey, 


Peter Whitney, Faye Emerson, Charles Drake, James 


Maria Montez, Mary Gordon, Lloyd 
Gleason, Edward Brophy, Cliff Clark, Billy Dawson, 


a> + ‘ ey ee) ao aia eee ee Truman Bradley, Roy Harris, Billy Wayne, Warren | Tom Stevenson, Vera Lewis, Walter Soderling, Ben 
oom” pnd : se ge “ee oe Pag gt ge se a 7 Ashe, Peter Lynn, Pat O'Malley ('40-41). Weldon, Paul Phillips, Howard Hickman, Olaf Hytten, 
“i?., OF — o a.m. INI O Je ° arz, 2 "mandi A : ‘ , ¢ 1a 
Sa ane “agg gh se “a ~ eatin RIDE ’EM COWBOY, comedy: asso. prod, Alex | Eddie Chandler, John Maxwell. 


Normandie T. 
drama; prod., 








wma +o pr . am ‘Cheylark’ (Par 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 — , oxylars , . ar), bon : : | Gottlieb: dir., Arthur Lubin; no writing credits; cam- THE MALTESE FALCON, asso. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), RKO P.R. |era, John Boyle. Cast: Abbott and Costello, the Merry Henry Blanke: dir., John Huston: screenplay by John 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), RKO P.R. | Maes. Dick Foran. Johnny Mack Brown, Anne Gwynne ieee. dee Page eet ye ies OM A te 
caineitn dane e aaa tg dom aimee F— Re a | Macs, Dick Foran, Johnny Mac brown, anne Gwynne, | Huston; camera, Arthur Edeson. Cast: Humphrey 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), RKO P.R. Ella Fitzgerald, Samuel S. Hinds, Charles Lane, Wade | Bogart, Mary Astor, Gladys George, Peter Lorre, Lee 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO, RKO P.R. Boteler, Harold Daniels. Patrick, Barton MacLane, Ward Bond, Sidney Green- 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (3:40 p.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), RKO P.R BADLANDS OF DAKOTA, feature western: asso. street, Jerome Cowan, James Burke. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (4:50 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), RKO P.R. prod., Ge rge Waggoner, ie y ieee gig - NEW ORLEANS’ BLUES, musical-drama: asso. 
— \‘We Go Fast’ t von an _— writing credits, camera, Stanley Cortez ast: Rober prod., Henry Blanke; dir., Anatole Litvak; screen- 
MON., SEPT.8 (2 p.m.).. ) ‘Yank in the RAF. \ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. | Stack, Ann Rutherford, Richard a — play, Edwin Gilbert, tobert Rossen, Hold Arlen, 
(‘Man at Large’ ) | Brod Crawford, Hugh Herbert, Anc y Devine, Fuzzy | Johnny Mercer; play by Edwin Gilbert; camera, Ernest 
eee a eee ee (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. | Knight, Lon Chaney, Jr., Addison Richards, Carleton Heller. Cast: Priscilla Lane, Richard Whorf, Betty 


the 


TUES., SEPT. 9 (10:30 a.m.) ‘T. e , 
} ‘Last of Duanes’ | 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (2 p.m.), ‘Great Guns’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.)...... ) Weekend in Havana’ ( conn), 


; 20th-Fox, P.R. | 
) ‘Riders Purple Sage’ | th-Fox, P.R 


me . orn { ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), M-G-M, 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (9:30 a.m.).. ) Sitin’ Thru PR 

me o ad { ‘Female of Species’) (M-G), M-G-M, 
THURS., SEPT, 11 (1:30 p.m.).. ) ‘Honky Tonk’ PR. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


WED., SEPT. 3 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (2 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:30 p.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (1:40 p.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), Paramount P.R 





THURS., SEPT. 4 (2:50 p.m.), ‘Ridin > Wind* (RKO), Paramount P.R. 


MON., SEPT. 8 (10 a.m.), ‘Yank in the R.A.F.’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
MON., SEPT. 8 (2 p.m.), ‘We Go Fast’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R 

TUES., SEPT. 9 (10 a.m.), ‘Great Guns’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (2 p.m.), ‘Man at Large’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (4 p.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R 


| Frazee 





WED., SEPT. 10 (10 a.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Riders in Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
ee \ ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), 20th-Fox, 
iL Q- ‘ 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (9:30 a.m.) } ‘Smilin’ Thru’ ( P.R. 


(‘Female of Species’ } 
} ‘Honky Tonk’ 
WED., SEPT. 3 (1:15 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R 
WED., SEPT. 3 (3 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (1:15 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R 


FRI., SEPT. 12 (9:30 a.m.)... (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


FRI, SEPT. 5 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R 
FRL, SEPT. 5 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cor ' (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R 
FRI., SEPT. 5 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P. R. 
«VET ‘ ¥,* ‘ } 
MON., SEPT.8 (2 p.m a rae . | (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R 
EPT.8 (2 p.m.) ) ‘Yank in the RAF. { } x \ 

TUES., SEPT. 9 (11 a.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. | 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (2 p.m.).. ta an at Large’ ( (20th), Star Film Ex. 

rreat run \ i 
WED., SEPT. 10 (11 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. | 
WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, F.R 

ae ame (‘Married Bachelor’? (M-G), 20th-Fox, 

THURS., SEPT. 11 (10:30 a.m.).. ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ ( gn. 

{ ‘Female of Species | (y7G ) 20th-Fox, P.R. 


FRI, SE : ; 
RI, SEPT. 12 (10:30 a.m.).. i ‘Honky Tonk { 


PHILADELPHIA 


WED., SEPT. 3 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (12 noon), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


Young, The Jesters. 

THE GREAT MAN, formerly NEVER GIVE A 
SUCKER AN EVEN BREAK, comedy; dir., Edward 
Cline: no writing credits; camera, Charles Van Enger. 
Cast: W. C. Fields, Gloria Jean, Butch and Buddy, 
Beatrice Roberts. 

KID FROM KANSAS, formerly THE AMERICANOS, 
western; asso. prod., Ben Pivar; dir., William Nigh; no 
writing credits; camera, John Boyle. Cast: Dick Foran, 
Leo Carrillo, Andy Devine, Marcia Ralston, Ann Doran, 
Antonio Moreno, Francis McDonald, James Seay, Nes- 
ter Paiva, Leyland Hodgson, Guy Usher, Tony Paton, 
Stanley Price, Beatrice Roberts, Carmela Cansino, 
Wade Boteler (40-41). 

HELLZAPOPPIN, comedy; prod., Jules Levey; dir., 
Henry C. Potter; no writing credits; camera, Elwood 
Bredell. Cast: Olsen and Johnson, Martha Raye, Jane 
Mischa Auer, Katherine Johnson 


GHOST TOWN BUCKAROO, western: asso. prod., 
Will Cowan; dir., Ray Taylor; no writing credits; 
camera, Charles Van Cast: Johnny Mack 


Enger 
Nell O’Day, Anne Nagel, Her- 


Brown, Fuzzy Knight, 
Henry Hall, Lloyd 


bert Rawlinson, Gleen Strange 
Ingraham. Ernie Adams, Harry Tenbrook, Blackie 
Wt iteford Frank Brow nie e, J ick “he Smith. Guard smen 


Quartette (’40-41). 
Universal Pix Now in Production 


PARIS CALLING, drama; prod., Benjamin Glazer; 
| dir.. Edwin L. Martin: no writing credits; camera, Mil- 
ton Krasner. Cast. Elisabeth, Bergner, Randolph Scott, 
Basil Rathbone, Lee J. Cobb. Gale Sondergaard, Ed- 
ward Ciannelli, Charles Arnt, Otto Reichow, William 
Edmunds, Ken Nolan, Paul Bryan, Frace Lenard, 
Mars a Ral ton. 

OVERLAND MAIL, western; asso.-prod., Henry Mac- 
Rae liz Ford Beebe, John Raw! no writing or 

era crealt > t He 1 Pa Lon Chaney, Jr 

Noah Beery. Jr., Noah Beery, 5S: Don Terry, Roy 
Har} Chief Ti ert Henry Hall, Tom Chat- 
terton, Robert Barron, Harry Cording, Charl Stevens. 

NOBODY’S FOOL, comedy: asso. prod., Ken Gold- 
smith: dir., Charle Lamont: no writing credits; cam- 
era, Jerome Ash. Cast: Hugh Herbert, Anne Gwynne, 
Jane Frazee, Micha Aue Robert P Richard 
| Davies, Ernest Truex, Edc Wa \ Tombes, 
| Sterling Hollow 

APPOINTMENT FOR LOVE, drama; prod., Bruce 
Manning; dir., William Seiter: no writing credits; cam- 
era, Joe Valentine. Cast: Charles Boyer, Margaret 


Sullavan, Reginald Denny, Virginia Brissac, Mary Gor- 
don, Charles Ray, J. M. Kerrigan, Doris Lloyd, Cecil 
Kellaway, Romaine Callender, Lilyan Irene, Roman 
Bohnen. 

IT STARTED WITH ADAM, formerly ALMOST AN 


WED., SEPT. 3 (2 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. | ANGEL, drama; asso. prod., Joseph Pasternak; dir., 
WED., SEPT. 3 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 'Henry Koster; no writing credits; camera, Rudolph 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), RKO P.R. | Mate. Cast: Deanna Durbin, Charles Laughton, Robert 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. | Comming, Margaret Fallcne, Guy Baynes, Saenere 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), RKO P.R. [en ee ee ee ee 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), RKO Pt 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. H Warners 
(‘We Go Fast’ ! (20th). 20th-Fox, P.R. | 
MON., SEPT.8 (10:30 a.m.)..) «yank in the R.AF.{ (20th), 20th-Fox, regards 
‘We Gi ‘ast’ : Promised Com- Shoot - Now 
MON., SEPT.8 (2:30 p.m.).. )”® Ng — — (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. | — 2s be cae ee 
(Yank in the RAF.) ; | ere 48 4 x 5 31 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (10 a.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. IBmekw  ..ncccce : 2 0 9 0 2 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Man at Large’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. : —_ —_ = wan ae 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Great Guns’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R Peer 50 1 8 5 33 
WED., SEPT. 10 (10:30 a. m.) \ ‘R 1ers igigees e Be { «20tI ) 20th-Fox, P.R Pictures 1} itting rooms or awaiting release 
) ‘Weeker in Havana’ LAW OF THE TROPICS, for KING RUBBER, 
(Continued on page 29) }drama; asso,. prod. Ben Stoloff; dir., tay En- 








| Sid Hickox 
| Frank McHugh, Peter Lorre. 


Field, Lloyd Nolan, Jack Carson, Peter Whitney, Wally 
Ford, Biily Halop, Elia Razita, Joyce Compton, George 
William 


Lloyd, Charles Wilson, Herbert Hayworth, 
Gillespie, Matt McHugh, Ann Edmunds 

ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN, drama: asso, _ prod., 
Robert Lord; dir., Irving Rapper; screenplay, Casey 


Robinson, Abem Finkel, Harry Chandlee, Ralph Block; 
camera, Charles Rosher. Cast: Fredric March, Martha 
Scott, Elisabeth Fraser, Carlotta Jelm, Frankie Thomas, 
Casey Johnson, Ernest Cossart, Elizabeth Risdon, 
Roscoe Ates, Fred Kelssy, Hobart Bosworth, Olin 
Howland, Leah Baird, Gene Lockhart, Paula Trueman, 
Clara Blandick. 
Warner Pix Now in Production 


THE BLACK WIDOW, meller; asso. prod., Ben Stole 
off; dir., Ross Lederman; no writing credits; camera, 
Allen G. Siegler. Cast: Jeffrey Lynn, Jane Wyman, 
Edward Everett Horton, Willie Best, Herbert Anderson, 
Marguerite Chapman. 

BRIDGES BUILT AT NIGHT, meller; asso. prod., Ed 
Grainger; dir., Edward Sutherland; no writing credits; 
camera, James Van Trees. Cast: Lloyd Nolan, Alexis 
Smith, Craig Stevens, Edward Ellis, Gene Lockhart, 
Edward Brophy. 


THE MALE ANIMAL, comedy drama; dir., Elliott 
Nugent; story, James Thurber, Elliott Nugent; screen- 
play, Julius I. and Philip G. Epstein; camera, Arthur 


Edeson. Cast: Priscilla Lane, Henry Fonda, Joan Les- 
lie, Jack Carson, Hattie McDaniel, Charles Drake, Ivan 
Simpson, Minna Phillips, Regina Wallace, Jean Ames. 

THEY DIED WITH THEIR BOOTS ON, drama; 


prod., Robert Fellowes; dir., Raoul Walsh; screenplay, 
Aneas MacKenzie, Wally Klein; camera, Bert Glennon, 
Cast: Errol Flynn, Olivia de Haviland, Arthur Ken- 
nedy, Stanley Ridges, John Litel, G. P. Huntley, Jr., 
Gene Lockhart, Anthony Quinn, Sidney Greenstreet, 
Regis Toomey, Frank Wilcox, Ward Bond, Walter 
Hampden, Charles Grapewin, Anna Q. N Si er 
Jackson, DeWolf Hopper, Jr., Hattie McDaniel, F k 


Orth, Hobart Bosworth, Virginia Sale, Renee Riano, 
Willie Best, Spencer Charte: 

CAPTAINS OF THE CLOUDS, drama (Technicolor); 4 
prod., William Cagney; dir., Michael Curtiz; story, Ar- 
thur Horman; screenplay, Arthur Horman, Norman 
Reilly Paine, Flight-Lieut. Owen Cathcart-Jones; cam- 
era, Sol Polito. Cast: James Cagney, Dennis Morgan, 
George Tobias, Alan Hale, Russell Arms, Clem 


| Bevins, Roland Drew, Michael Ames, Byron Barr. 


KINGS ROW, drama; prod., David Lewis; dir., Sam 
Wood; based on novel by Henry Bellaman; screen- 
play, Casey Robinson; camera, James Wong Howe. 
Cast: Ann Sheridan, Robert Cummings, Ronald *Reagan, 
Nancy Coleman, James Stephenson, Judith Anderson, 
Charles Coburn, Harry Davenport, Kaaren Verne, 
Maria Ouspenskaya, Ernest Cossart, Ludwig Stossel, 
Hattie McDaniel, Pat Moriarity, Ika Gruning, Scottie 
Beckett, Douglas Wheatcroft, Mary Thomas. 

MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER, comedy; asso. 
prods., Jerry Wald, Jack Saper; dir., William Keighley; 
screenplay, Philip and Julius Epstein: based on play 
by Geo. S. Kaufman and Moss Hart; camera, Tony 
Gaudio. Cast: Bette Davis, Ann Sheridan, Monty 
Woolley, Billie Burke, Richard Travis, Grant Mitchell, 
Elisabeth Fraser, Harry Lewis, Mary Wickes, George 
Barbier, Reginald Gardiner, Jimmy Durante, Laura 
Hope Crews, Chester Clute, Charles Drake, Frank 
Coughlin, Jr. 

ALL THROUGH THE NIGHT, meller; asso. prod., 
Jerry Wald; dir., Vincent Sherman; original screen- 
play, Leonard Q. Ross, Leonard Spigelgass; camera, 
Cast: Humphrey Bogart, Judith Anderson, 
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W. hope for many years! 


United Artists itself has been a going concern 
‘since 1919 and that's a long time in picture busi- 


‘ness. What's more, we expect to be going places 


‘and getting there for many decades to come. 
Exhibitor cooperation has been the most impor- 

tant factor in maintaining United Artists’ year-after- 
year success. But this year the cooperation we 
solicit is an intensified one that will be felt not just 
between one company and its friends but one that 
will extend industrywide in a new concept of part- 
‘nership between producers and exhibitors. 

_ This industry will have many hits during 1941-42 
but these hits must get their just share of revenue for 
the men who make them so that this money can 
be re-irested in developing films to satisfy the 
entertainment needs of America’s millions — and 
thus keep all of us in business. 

_ What are you doing to help carry the industry 


load? What are you doing to protect the invest- 


ment that your own theatre means to you? Are you 
taking good pictures one at a time and giving 
them all you’ve got in showmanship? 























Good pictures don't come off the assembly line 
of production like robot automobiles. Pictures don't 
respond at the box-office to the assembly line type 
of selling. Profitable pictures are no less the result 
of imaginative producing than they are of imagin- 
ative selling. 

There is no cure-all that works in every situation 
— except the determination of every theatre op- 
erator to do his darndest to put that picture over 
as though it were the biggest picture he ever ex- 
pected to play and to concentrate effort on it until 
the last show on closing day. 

In the interest of the years you hope to stay in 
business, this year put individualized knowledge 
of your own situation to work on the great hits from 
all companies! 





THE AVENUE 
OF QUALITY 





This advertisement, while dealing with a subject of industry-wide concern, is paid for by United Artists 
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Trade Showings 


= Continued from page 27 —— 

















{ ‘Riders Purple Sage’ } 
*) ‘Weekend in Havana’ \ 
{ ‘Married Bachelor’ } 
| (three showings) \ 
{ ‘Smilin’ Thru’ } 
****) (three showings) { 
{ ‘Female of Species’ } 
| (Three showings | PR. 
{ ‘Honky Tonk’ } (M-G), M-G-M, 
| (Three showings) | P.R. 


PITTSBURGH 


3 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

3 (12:15 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (2 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (3:45 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), RKO PR. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:16 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (2 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

MON., SEPT. 8 (11 a.m.), ‘We Go Fast’ (29th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

MON., SEPT. 8 (2 p.m), ‘Yank in the R.A.F.’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (10 a.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Man at Large’ (20th), 20th-Fox, PR. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (2 p.m.), ‘Great Guns’ (20ih), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

WED., SEPT. 10 (11 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), Star Film Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (2 p.m.).. \ ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), M-G-M, 


WED., SEPT. 10 (2:30 p.m.).. (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R, 


TUES., SEPT. 9 (10 a.m.)..... (M-G), M-G-M, P. R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (10 a.m.). (M-G), M-G-M, P. R. 


THURS., SEPT. 11 (10 a.m.).. (M-G), M-G-M, 
FRI, SEPT. 12 (10 a.m.).. 


WED., SEPT. 
WED., SEPT. 


U ‘Smilin’ Thru’ \ PR. 
i o { ‘Female of Species’| (M-G), M-G-M, 
FRI, SEPT. 12 (2 p.m.).. (‘Honky Tonk’ ' PR. 


PORTLAND 


WED., SEPT. 3 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Star Preview Rm. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (3 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Star Preview Rm. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Star Film Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), Star Film Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), Star Film Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (2 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Star Preview Rm. 


‘ { ‘We Go Fast’ ) ve , 
MON., SEPT.8 (2 p.m.).. ) ‘Yank in the RAF. | (20th), Star Film Ex. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), Star Film Ex, 
ae ‘Man at Large’ / enth.Bor 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (2 p.m.).. ‘Great Guns’ | (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10, ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), Star Film Ex. 
aad aula { ‘Married Bachelor’} (M-G), 20th-Fox, 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (1 p.m.) ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ PR. 


FRI, SEPT. 12 (1 p.m.).. {Honky ‘Tonk’ | (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


ST. LOUIS 


WED., SEPT. 3 (1 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex, 
WED., SEPT. 3 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (1 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


MON., SEPT.8 (10 a.m.).. 1 toni tn the ey. (20th), S’Renco, P.R. 


‘re cE , ‘Man at Large’ } ) R 
TUES., SEPT.9 (10 a.m.).. ‘Great Guns’ | (20th), S’Renco, P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), S’Renco, P.R. 


, . F { ‘Weekend in Havana’ | h). S’Re PR 
WED., SEPT. 10 (1:30 p.m.)... ) ‘Riders Purple Sage’ { (20th), S’'Renco, P. R. 


a ’ { ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), S’Renco, 
THURS., SEPT, 11 (1:30 p.m.).. ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ PR. 
' seed : ‘Female of Species’) (M-G), Motion Pie, 
FRI, SEPT. 12 (1:30 p.m.).. | ‘Honky Tonk’ Ser, PR. 


SALT LAKE CITY . 


WED., SEPT. 3 (1 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

WED., SEPT. 3 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (1 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

MON., SEPT. 8 (1 p.m.), ‘We Go Fast’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

MON., SEPT. 8 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Yank in the R.A.F.’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (11 a.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (1 p.m.), ‘Man at Large’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

TUES., SEPT. 9 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Great Guns’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

WED., SEPT. 10 (11 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), a P.R. 
— ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), Jewe Ox 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (1 p.m.) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ Preview T. 

(‘Female of Species’) (M-G), Jewel 
) ‘Honky Tonk’ j T 


Box Preview f. 
SAN FRANCISCO 


WED., SEPT. 3 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex 

WED., SEPT. 3 (3 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), RKO P.R 

THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 

THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), RKO P.R 

THURS., SEPT. 4 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

MON., SEPT. 8 (10:30 a.m.), ‘We Go Fast’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R 

MON., SEPT. 8 (2 p.m.), ‘Yank in the R.A.F.’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
—aer ‘Man at Large’ l vonth) onth-Fox 

TUES., SEPT. 9 (10 a.m.)..... an at ares anes’ ¢ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

ie . ‘Great Guns’ } 

TUES., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.)..... ‘Riders Purple Sage’ { 


WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


FRI., SEPT. 12 (1 p.m.).. 


(20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


; ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), Motion Pie, 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (1:30 p.m.) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ ( Ser. PR. 
; ‘Female of Species’) (M-G), S’Renco, 
FRI, SEPT. 12 (1:30 p.m.).. } ‘Honky Tonk? oe 


SEATTLE 


WED., SEPT. 3 (1 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Jewel Box P.R. 

WED., SEPT. 3 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Jewel Box P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Jewel Box P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 am.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), Jewel Box PR. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), Jewel Box P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Jewel Box (P.R. 


. ‘We Go Fast’ i, ) Nth. 
MON., SEPT.8 (2 p.m.).. } eVank ‘a the RAF. { (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


TUES., SEPT. 9 (11 a.m.), ‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), Jewel Box P.R. 
/ES., SE | {‘Man at Large’ | (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 9 (2 p.m.)...+++ ) «Great Guns’ ees _ 
4 ( ‘Riders Purple Sage’ } (20th , 9 th-F« > PR 
WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.)...... ) ‘Weekend in Havana’ § ~~ 1), 20tI oe eS 


(Continued on page 31) 


ing venture, 
| nut of close to $1,000 for the screen 








New Pix Faces | 
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Starting with the first 


test, by the time a newcomer is ready 
to make his or her bow in an im- 
portant spot in a class picture, the 


cost of putting them there is prac- | 
tically equal that of hiring an al- |! 


ready established name who might 
help at the boxoffice. 


One big producer-director 


gives 


| that b.o. factor as the reason why he 


never uses an untried name in his 
pictures, at least in a part at the top 
of the cast. ‘Say it has cost $20,000 
to bring along some unknown, 
against maybe $50,000 more to hire 
a player whose name is known to 
the public. Why I would be foolish 
to try and save the difference in sal- 
aries when I know the more expen- 
sive player will mean anywhere 
from $150,000 to $200,000 on the 
gross of my picture, while the new- 
comer couldn’t possibly count for 
any draw value,’ he stated. ‘After 
an unknown has gone through the 
mill with a slow, steady buildup 
starting with small spots and grad- 
uating into the big time—like all the 
others have to do—then there is 
justification for lead assignments, 
but not before,’ he added. 


20th’s Experiment 

20th-Fox has been doing some 
heavy gambling on suddenly shov- 
ing unknowns into star spots, as for 
example, Gene Tierney. Of course 
the legit femme has been heralded 
with every exploitation idea possible 
to conceive, plus a few angles for 
which she alone gets credit, but the 
studio is still waiting to see if the 
long shot will pay off at big odds. 
Miss Tierney did a number of 
feature assignments creditably and 
was then pushed into the title role 
of ‘Belle Starr.” Studio reportedly 
estimates the cost to give Miss Tier- 
ney that lead role at close to $50,000 
—a figure which is the average sal- 
ary demand of any number of com- 
petent, well known and liked film 
femmes who have a b.o. following. 

There are a number of other 
femme players, as well as new ac- 
tors, on 20th-Fox’s contract list that 
are slated to get the buildup during 
the 1941-42 season. According to 
speeches by studio production exec- 
utives at the company’s recent Los 
Angeles sales convention, there is no 
intention to spare expense in devel- 
oping those who show possibilities of 
becoming name talent. Formula of 
a quick shove to leads may pay off 
for 20th-Fox, since studio has here- 
tofore shown a decided flair for such 
procedure. Behind its fast buildups 
is the theory of both production and 
sales executives that the best way 
to lure new ticket buyers is to give 
them new faces. 

A check of any of the major lots 
finds practically a ditto situation. 
Talent scouts are busy; tests direc- 
tors are rushed with work; dramatic 
instructors are sweating, producers 
and directors are hopeful, and they 
are all looking towards a heavier 


clatter of coin at the ticket window | 


—provided they guess right in their 
selection for screen stardom. 





/ Capra-Astaire 


| 








Continued from page 2?2.=——ccneue" 


port giggling long after their plane 
was west of Chicago. 

Bill Stern and Graham McNamee 
led a guard of radio announcers out 
on the TWA ships to Chicago for 
the All-Star football game 


= aril: 2 : A 
mong other headliners jed 


who ai 


in kicking up the price of TWA 
stock were Hal Roach, Mrs. Buddy 
Ebsen, the former Ruth Cambridge 
| (Winchell’s ‘Girl Friday’) ;Alexande! 
Korda, Budd (Who ‘Made Sammy 
| Run’). Schulberg, Tom Slater, WOR 
special events coordinator and 
sports announcer; and Gabriel Pas- 
cal, the director, all L. A. bound on 
sTWAtoliners 


Far! Carroll was off on the TWA 
to Chicago, too, after a bevy of love- 
lies held a fare-thee-well party for 


him in McNamara’s Kitty Hawk | 
room. 
In from the coast were Percy 


Winner, Rome scribbler for INS, on 
his way back to the Land of Yes- 
Men from a California vacation; Vera 
Zorina, in for a Long Island vaca- 
tion ‘til the beginning of the ‘Louis- 
iana Purchase’ road-show. 


United Airlines also brought in a| 


Chinese fan dancer, one Noel Toy 


out of San Francisco for Leon & Ed- | 


die’s nitery. The slant-eyed gal al- 
legedly quit the University of Cali- 


fornia journalism classes to become | 


the S. F. Fair. 
Kemp (M: 


a nude at 
Martha Sté 


ronenson 
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a cemplete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing come 
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Key to Type Abbreviations. M—Metoarama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—7/18 41 








Blondie in Society (Col) 7/2 C 77 P. Singl | < 

| B jet 2 . Singleton-A. Lake 

| Son of Davy Crockett (Col) 7/9 W 59 B. Elliott-I. Meredith 
Stars Look Down (M-G) 1. 3/40 D 104 M. Redgrave-M. Lockwood 
Arizona Bound (Meno) Ww B. Jones-T. McCoy 


Shepherd of the Hills (Par) 6 18 
Hurricane Smith (Rep) 

Sunset in Wyoming (Kep) 8/13 
Dance Hall (20th) 7/23 

Raiders of the Desert (U) 
Rawhide Rangers (U) 8 20 
Bullets for O’Hara (WB) 6 30 


93 J. Wayne-B. Field 

69 R. Middleton-J. Wyatt 
65 G. Autry-S. Burnette 
C. Romero-C. Landis 
60 R. Arlen-A. Devine 

55 J. M. Brown 

50) «J. Perry-R. Pryor 


cetsttser 
o 





WEEK OF RELEASE—?7 25/41 





The Officer and the Lady (Col) 7/16 D 





59 R. Hudson-R. Pryor 
Blossoms In the Dust (M-G) 6/25 D 98 G. Garson-W. Pidgeon 
The Deadly Game (Mono) D J. Lang-C. Farrell 
Hurry, Charlie, Hurry (RKO) 7/9 4 65 L. Erroll-K. Howell 
| Citadel of Crime (Rep) 8/6 M 58 R. Armstrong-L. Haves 
3ad Men of Missouri (WB) 8/16 D 7 J.Wyman-D. Morgan 


WEEK OF RELEASE—8/1/41 





Thunder Over the Prairie (Col) 7/30 W 59 C. Starrett-E. O’Hearn 
Ringside Maisie (M-G) 17/30 C 9% A. Sothern-G. Murphy 
Bowery Blitzkrieg (Mone) D W. Hull-L. Gorcey 
Fugitive Valley (Mono) 8/20 W 60 R. Corrigan-M. Terhune 





Kiss the Boys Goodbye (Par) 6/25 CD 83 M. Martin-D. Ameche 
My Life With Caroline (RKO) 17/16 C 7% RK. Colman-A, Lee 
Rags to Riches (Rep) 8/13 M 57 A. Baxter-M. Carlisle 
Charley’s Aunt (20th) 1/23 C 80 Jack Benny 

Cracked Nuts (U) Cc M. Auer-U. Merkel 
Three Sons o’ Guns (WB) cD W. Morris-T. Brown 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/8/41 








Tillie the Toiler (Col) 8/13 C 67 + K. Harris-W. Tracy 
Whistling in the Dark (M-G) 8/6 D 176 C. Veidt-A. Rutherford 
Dynamite Canyon (Mono) w T. Keene-E, Finley 
Wide Open Town (Par) 7/30 W 177 W. Boyd-R. Hayden 

Six Gun Gold (RKO) 8/27 W 357 T. Holt-L. White 
Dressed to Kill (20th) 7/2 M 7 L. Nolan-M. B. Hughes 
Hold That Ghost (U) 1/30 C 85 Abbott-Costello 

New Wine (UA) 17/30 MU 82 I. Massey-B. Barnes 
Manpower (WB) 7/9 D 103 E. Robinson-M. Dietrich 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/15/4l 











R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 
B. Elliot-T. Ritter 


Ellery Queen and Perfect Crime (Col) M68 
King of Dodge City (Col) 8/13 Ww 63 


Life Begins for Andy Hardy (M-G) 8/13 C 100 m Rooney-/ 

World Premiere (Par) 8/27 c F 4. asta tae 
Ice-Capades (Rep) 8/20 C 88 J. Ellison-D. Lewis 

Wild Geese Calling (20th) 7/30 D 78 H. Fonda-J.Bennett 

This Woman Is Mine (U) 8/27 D 91 F. Tone-C. Bruce 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/22/41 





Here Comes Mr. Jordan (Col) 








. 1/30 93 R. Montgomery-R. Johns 
Dr. Kildare’s Wedding Day (M-G) 8/20 82 L. Ayres-L. Day , ata 
The Parson of Panamint (Par) 6/25 84 «C. Rugegles-E. Drew 


Scattergood Meets B’way (RKO) 8/27 c 
Under Fiesta Stars (Rep) 

Private Nurse (20th) 7/30 

A Dangerous Game (U) 3/5 

Highway West (WB) 8/6 


70 ~G. Kibbee-E. Dunn 
Gene Autry 

60 J. Harwell-B. Joyce 

69 A. Devine-R. Arlen 

62 B. Marshall-A. Kennedy 


SZREecece 


WEEK OF RELEASE—8/29/41 7 


————— 


Our Wife (Col) 8/20 


C 92 M. Dougias-R. SS 
When Ladies Meet (M-G) 8/27 Cc J. Coumbeed-h. Sankee 
Saddle Mountain Roundup (Mono) w Range Busters 
Aloma of the South Seas (Par) 8/27 RD 176 D.Lamour-J. Hall 
Flying Blind (Par) 8/20 M 69 R. Arlen-J. Parker 
Little Foxes (RKO) 8/13 D 115 B. Davis-H. Marshall 
Doctors Don’t Tell (Rep) D J. Beal-F. Rice 
Pittsburgh Kid (Rep) 9/3 Ww 76 B.Conn-J. Parker 
Sun Valley Serenede (20th) 1/23 CD 86 SS. Henie-G. Miller 
Lydia (UA) 8/29 RD 103 M. Oberon-A. Marshal 
Major Barbara (UA) 5/7 D 115 W. Hiller-R. Morley 
Dive Bomber (WB) 8/13 D 130 £E. Flynn-F. MacMurray 








WEEK OF RELEASE—9/5/41 





Mystery Ship (Col) 8/6 D 65 P. Kelly-L. Lane 

| Gentleman from Dixie (Mono) D J. LaRue-M. Marsh 

| Jekyll and Hyde (M-G) 7/23 D 127 #8. Tracy-!l. Bergman 
Citizen Kane (RKO) 4/16 D 120 O. Welles-J. Cotton 
Bad Man of Deadwood (Kep) w R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
Charley Chan in Rio (20th) 8/27 D 6 S. Toler-M. B. Hughes 
Sadlands of Dakota (U) w R. Dix-F. Farmer 
Smiling Ghost (WB) 8/13 D Ti 


W. Morris-B. Marshall 
WEEK OF RELEASE—9/12/41 ; 


————_—— 


— — 


Harmon of Michigan (Col) D T. Harmon-A. Louise 
Lady Be Good (M-G) 17/16 MU 110 E. Powell-R. Young 
Let’s Go Collegiate (Mono) ¢ F. Darro-M. Moreland 
Parachute Batallion (RKO) 17/16 D 15 R&R. Preston-N. Kelly 


3 Mesquiteers 

D. Barry-L. Merrick 

R. Scott-G. Tierney 

I. Dunne-R. Montgomery 
A. Sheridan-J. Nakie 


Outlaws of the Cherokee Trail (Rep) w 
Apache Kid (Rep) w 

Belle Starr (20th) 8/27 D 87 
Unfinished Business (U) 8/27 RD %% 
Navy Blues (WB) 8/13 D 108 





WEEK OF RELEASE—9/19/41 


Ladies in Retirement (Col) D I. Lupino-L. Hayward 
Down in San Diego (M-G) 71/0 cD 69 R. McDonald-B. Granville 
We Go Fast (20th) Cc L. Bari-A,. Curtis 

Sing Another Chorus (U) cD J. Frazee-J. Downs 

Kid From Kansas (U) w D. Foran-L. Carrillo 

A Girl Must Live (U) D M. Lockwood-R. Houston 


R. Regan-J. Perry 


—————— 


Nine Lives Are Not Enough (WB) 9% 3 M 63 


WEEK OF RELEASE—9 26/41 
| You’ll Never Get Rich (Col) cD F. Astaire-R. Hayworth 
Gun Man From Bodie (Mono) w B. Jones-T. McCoy 
Lady Scarface (RKO) 7/23 D D. O’Keefe-J. Anderson 
Week-End in Havana (20th) MU A. Faye-J. Payne 
Last of the Duanes (20th) D G. Montgomery-L. Roberts 
It Started With Adam (U) D D. Durbin-C. Laughten 
Sergeant York (WB) 17/2 D 1H G. Cooper-J. Leslie 





TRADESHOWN AND READY FOR RELEASE 
(Grouped by Companies) 


| Buy Me That Town (Par) 1/30 D 68 L.Nolan-C. Moore 

| Aldrich for President (Par) 7/30 Cc 73 J. Lyden-J. Preisser 

| Hold Back the Dawn (Par) 1/30 D 114 C. Boyer-O. de Havilland 

| New York Town (Par) 7/30 RD 175 M. Martin-F. MacMurray 
Nothing But Truth (Par) 1/30 Cc 89 B. Hope-P. Goddard 


B. Crosby-M. Martin 
A. Dekker-8S. Hayward 
E. Arnold-W. Huston 
R. Reagan-O. Bradna 


Birth of the Blues (Par) 9/3 MU 80 
Among the Living (Par) 9/3 D 67 
All Money Can Buy (RKO) 17/16 D 163 
| International Squadron (WB) 8/13 M 85 


WENDY IN PRINTERS INK 
Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Wendy Barrie, under contract at 

RKO but allowed to make pictures 





! 

Mature blew in the American | 
way from L. A. for a brief visit. 

Georgia Southern, the burlybare 

gal, was skedded to fly to a Boston 


Lae aaparieee 
| 


Vie 
| Vic) 


engagement Saturday (30), but de-| off the lot, gets the top femme spot 
leided the weather was too foggy,|in ‘Newspapermen Are Human’ at 
| and so took a train | Republic 





il 


} 
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VARIETY 


US. vs. Crescent Case ° ; 
Ends After 7 Weeks’ Inside Stuff—P ictures 


. x D . . J ] r- 
Trial; €cision an. | In consequence of a long-term lease on the Beach at Miami Beach, Fla., 

| built for Paramount by a New York investor not otherwise affiliated with & 

show business, Par has sold for $162,000 a parcel of land nearby on the 

beach on which it had planned erecting a theatre itself. It has been 

purchased by Arthur Ungar, automobile dealer 


PICTURES 31 














Picture Grosses 


NEW YORK MEMPHIS 


(Continued from page 9) (Continued from page 11) 
fourth here, zippy $28,000 or there-| in all probability. Last week, Caro- | 
abouts, which betters the previous) line’ (RKO), $3,700, slow. 














Nashville, Sept. 2. 
Government’s 


| 
| 
| 





The seven-week | 


ngagiath OOH : ian ‘ : } 2 in Miami, with 

se eiace (RKO) (1,100; 28-35-44-55 l‘sun Valley" 20th) Glene Miler | anti-trust suit against Crescent/ down payment of $42,000 in addition to a $100,000 mortgage. The Beach 
é , ’ ~3I-24-00- |) & é 5 < , lie I ven os : : = : ag 

65-75)—'Tom, Dick’ (RKO) (2d run)| pull on swing addicts is helping| A™US. Co., five affiliated exhibitors, | at Miami Beach, operated by S. A. Lynch for Paramount, was opened last 


five defendant officials of Crescent} Christmas. It is on a rental basis of 22% of the gross. 
and affiliates, and Universal and| 
| United Artists ended Friday (29) but! On its way out is the old Hollywood custom of largesse in the form of 
| final decision is not expected to be) expensive gifts to production crews by stars at the finish Of a picture, 
Poking for a neat! had until first of year. Judge Elmer! Habit was discouraged some time ago by the Screen Actors Guild, without 


and ‘Private Nurse’ (20th) (1st run). | Sonja Henie toward $7,000, mighty | 
Strong $8,500. Previous week, | fine. Last week, ‘Life Andy Hardy’ 
‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) (2d run) and|(M-G), (2d wk), $2,500, fair. 
‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th) (Ist run),} Maleo (Lightman) (2,800: 10-33-44) 
|—‘Aloma’ (Par). 


okay $7,000. 





Paar 5 voter Pex’ oe veatig “ll or $5 soot Pohang ‘Mr. Jordan’| Davies set Dec. 1 as date for final /much success, but now the studio publicity departments are putting on the 
—Aloma ar) and Tommy Dor-| ‘©01), $5,200, okay. ig ; : rith| shush, whi ‘ “ls ay eee : cae — 
sey band, Jack Gilford, Condos Sonn | Strand (Lightman) (1,000: 20-22- | arguments after a conference with! shus which is more effective. Film stars, like other philanthropists, 


| Government and defense attorneys | don’t care to hand out benefactions without due publicity. The practice 


stage (2d wk). Se | 33)—‘Country Fair’ (Rep) and ‘Raid- ‘ek eotniige Lc : 
payee A cael ont Ho ae ty | we Tee?’ iu), split Adley Nee.| Thursday (28). During the interim | was developing into a pain in the neck and the bankroll at the same time, 
r Broke Labor Day week house record | at $1,200. Last week, ‘Shepherd | efore final argument Judge Davies meres 


set Oct. 15 as last date for U.S. and} Abbott and Costello have requested an arbitration by the Screen Actors 
defense to file proposed findings of | Guild to determine their right to dismiss the William Morris Agency as 
fact, and also set that date on which) their representatives. Morris office filed a counterclaim and the matter 
Government will file its brief. | will be decided by arbiters within the next two weeks. Morris office 

Thursday (28) exhibits introduced agented the comedy team, while Edward Sherman has them under per- 


with a sensational $73,000 on first| Hills’ (Par) (2d run); ‘Lady Louisi- | 
session concluded last (Tuesday)|@"a (Rep); and ‘Paper wuleats, 
night. Rated record week without | SPlit week, $1,450, weak. 

any New Year's eve. In ahead, ‘Kiss 
Boys Goodbye’ (Par) with Claude 





ca. ek Gece tan cee 0 | Mi A D by Crescent attor William Waller, sonal management. 

wk), Ink Spots (4th wk), elegant | my inn. nti- ecree ond identified by Saveat C ‘Stengel,| —— 

$49,000. d M ; - : en ‘| Al Daft iversal’s ail — 3 3 

—— = ' president of Rockwood amusements; aff, Universal's manager in the Far East, presently conferring with 

tellers) (5,960; 44-55-85-99 $165). An 0.S Tax Statutes and film buyer for Crescent circuit,| home-office officials in N.Y., has the largest sales territory of any U. S. 
‘Little Foxes’ (Goldw : By ue ° e showed that in many small towns| foreign-managing director. Daff’s area extends a distance of some 14,000 
4 s’ (G yn-RKO) and Ad t P Th y : kote be Pete ' crack ; a. ne 

stage show (2d wk), Best Labor Day verse 0 1X IS r. popcorn and_ screen advertising| miles from one point in Siberia to the most eastern point in Greece. 


amounted to as high as 34% of total | 

revenues. Stengel stated that these 

revenues kept many theatres from —_— 

going into the red. Also introduced} Paramount signatured a new 12-year contract with Electrical Research 

was evidence showing that nearly} Products, Inc., last week for full modernization of sound and reproducing 

35% of revenues came on Saturdays /| equipment. 

from showing of western pictures. 
Left in the trial, in addition to 


His district covers practically all of Europe plus the Far Eastern nations, 


week in the Hall’s history, with a Aeciteaitia sauna Santon 
str an ew Zealand. 


terrific $120,000 or better. This easily 
tops the first week’s business which 
was $114,000, slightly above expecta- 
tions. Bette Davis starrer staying 
four weeks—maybe five. 

Rialto (Mayer) (750: 28-44-55)— 
‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO). Rosy 
$7,500, best here in some time, with 





Although two states, Massachusetts 
and New Jersey, have not wound up 
their 1941 legislative sessions, resume 
by industry officials reveals only two 
laws adverse to the film business 








holiday crowds helping greatly, | have been enacted by legislatures in| Crescent, Universal and UA are David Shapiro’s Philly i Selling Away From 
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On Aug. 8, dismissals were granted Shapiro is said to be ailing and Setting of two 


Rivoli (Wright) (2,092; 35-55-85 )— 
‘Unfinished Business’ (U). Reopened 
Menday (1), after being shuttered all 
summer. First two days hint near 
record Labor Day week at these 
prices. Standing room only on open- 
ing day and now being aided by 
swell reviews. 

Roxy (20th) (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85) 
—Wild Geese’ (20th) and stage 
show. Established Labor Day week- 
end attendance mark and week may 


try greatest concern of a total of 


1,343 proposals introduced by state 
solons, many only affective the pic- 
tures business indirectly. The bulk 
of them were not aimed primarily at 
the film business. 

Of 92 bills still pending or not defi- 
nitely reported on, 29 of these are 
in Jersey and Massachusetts. N. J. | 
legislature simply adjourned at | 


Final and | ‘he Present time, with sessions to be | +, Columbia Pictures; Strand Enter-| wants to retire from the film biz.| 
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(20th) and stage show, over expecta- | 4¢tivity is going on solely in| Haynes, of Memphis, operating a! 


Massachusetts. 
Of the two unfavorable film busi- | 
| ness laws, only the anti-Consent De- 


chain in Tennessee, Mississippi and| Pers weren’t revealed, but it is be-| eral years. Four or nD day ago 
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Arkansas: and Nu Strand Amus. Co.,| lieved that the clearance restrictions | t"€ Company used to supply some of 
pe dee | against the Admiral in North Philly; the bigger pictures from its lineup. 


tions at $36,000. 
State (Loew’s) (3,400; 28-44-55-75- 
§0-$1.10)—‘Shepherd of Hills’ (Par) 





| Kingsport, Tenn. 
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Aylesworth, Who Promoted Purchase 
Coin, in With Tuthill on Operation 
Of NBC Artists Bureau; No Blue Deal 





M. H. Aylesworth, a former presi- 
dent of NBC, will be associated with 
Daniel Tuthill in the operation of 
the properties of the NBC Artists 
Service once the transfer has been 
consummated. Aylesworth is cred- 
ited with promoting the money for 
the purchase of the bureau’s assets. 
One source had it that the coin came 


, from the west coast. 


Couple angles were still to be 
straightened out yesterday (Tuesday) 
before the thing could be called a 
deal and signatures exchanged. NBC 
denied the report that the purchase 
of the artists bureau involved but 
$125,000 and that Tuthill and his as- 
sociates were required to put up but 


, $25,000 and pay the balance out of 


the income. Only counter statement 
was that the price was considerably 


: above that figure and that the down 
._ payment was likewise considerably 


| more. 


The buying price had been 
quoted as around $300,000. 


Aylesworth and a syndicate that 
he had tentatively formed to buy the 
NBC-Blue network were reported 
yesterday (Tuesday) as having be- 
come cold on the proposition. The 
former NBC president had discussed 
the matter with Niles Trammell just 
before the latter went on his vaca- 
tion in mid-August. 


MBS WILL AIR 
PHILLY ORCH 
CONCERTS 


Mutual will pay an undisclosed 
amount for the broadcast of this sea- 
son’s Friday afternoon concerts of 
the Philadelphia Orchestra, starting 
Oct. 3. It got the broadcasts for 
nothing last season. 

Besides the regular network 
broadcasts, the concerts will also be 
aired locally in New York by 
W7INY, the FM outlet of WOR, Mu- 
tual key station in New York. It 
will be the first time the concerts 
have been carried by FM. Full sea- 
son’s concerts will be aired, prob- 
ably including the orchestra’s antic- 
ipated spring tour. 

Eugene Ormandy will 








conduct 


most of the concerts and soloists to | 


be heard on the air will include 
Dorothy Maynor, Artur Rubinstein 
and Efrem Zimbalist. Norris. West, 
former announcer and now an as- 
sistant manager of the orchestra, will 
be intermission commentator. 

Fact that Mutual has renewed its 
ASCAP license will remove one of 
the wrinkles of last season’s series. 
Some of the selections played by the 
orchestra last season were ASCAP 
compositions, so they had to be faded 
out of the broadcasts, as Mutual at 
that time was participating in the 
radio war against ASCAP. 
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Chicago, Sept. 2. 

Brown & Williamson Tobacco 
Corp., through its agency, Russel M. 
Seeds, has renewed two of its NBC- 
Red network shows, ‘Wings of Des- 
tiny,’ for Wings Cigarettes and 
‘Plantation Party,’ for Bugler To- 
bacco, for 52 weeks. 

B. & W. also sponsors two other 
NBC-Red shows, ‘College Humor,’ 
and ‘Uncle Walter’s Dog House,’ all 
programs originating here. 





Raymer Reps WKBN 


Youngstown, Sept. 2. 
WKBN, which recently inaug- 


_ 


Charlotte Manson Set 
For ‘Stepmother’ Lead 


Charlotte Manson, who last sea- 
son played the title part in ‘Society 
Girl,’ is stepping into the lead of 
Colgate - Palmolive - Peet’s ‘Step- 
mother,’ originating from Chicago 
on the CBS net, starting Sept. 29. 
She’s replacing Janice Logan on the 
five-times-weekly program. 

Benton & Bowles is the agency for 
the show, which started its run in 
January, 1938. 


FEMME SLANT 
FOR B-S-H 
SHOWS 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 

Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency 
is now servicing its radio programs 
with a new angle. Has brought in 
Mrs. Louise Barrett, who will sit in 
on all radio programs and give the 
agency a§ strictly woman’s and 
housewife’s reaction to the program 
content, commercial spiel and gen- 
eral tone of the show. In this way 
the agency expects to get a quick 
picture of the average woman’s 








Mrs. Barrett is the widow of R. J. 
Barrett, who was radio buyer for 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert for sev- 
eral years. Previous to deserting 
business for the home, Mrs. Barrett 
was in the agency field and was in 
the B-S-H radio department. She 
is again attached to the latter, 
headed by Max Wiley. 


RADIO EXCHANGE CLUB 
SESSIONS RESUME OCT. 1 


Radio Exchange Club, with John 
Hymes, of Lord & Thomas as presi- 
dent, resumes its broadcaster ‘bull 
session’ luncheons Oct, 1. 

Other executive officers picked for 
the 1941-42 season are Alman Tar- 
anto, of Ted Bates agency, and Ar- 
|thur Sinsheimer, of the Peck agency, 
las v. p.’s; Ed Devney, Howard Wil- 
|son Co., secretary, and Bill Wilson, 
William Rambeau Co., treasurer. The 
executive committee includes Wil- 
liam Maillefort, Compton agency; 
Nick Keesiey, N. Y. Ayer agency; 
| Dick Nicholls, Morse International; 
| Horace Hagedorn, NBC; Bevo Mid- 
| dleton, CBS; Arthur Tolchin, WHN; 
| Paul Frank, Weed & Co., and Fred- 
eric Brokow, Paul Raymer & Co. 














Savoy Resumes Ryan 





Chicago, Sept. 2. 

Savoy Coffee returns Quin Ryan 
and his ‘Marriage License Romances’ 
to WGN Monday (8) after a three 
weeks’ vacation. Schedule is three 
matinees a week. 

Erwin-Wasey of Chicago is the 
agency. 





Radio Reunion at Camp 








Fort Monmouth, N. J., Sept. 2. 

Dinah Shore, warbler on the Can- 
tor program found plenty of familiar 
based when she appeared in an 
| outdoor show here last week. Among 
| the troops stationed at this Army ra- 
dio headquarters are three former 
NBC employes who used to work on 
the ‘Society of Lower Basin Street’ 
show with Miss Shore, 


Boys, with whom the singer had 
a get-together are Corporal Philip 








urated its newly-acquired full-time | 
broadcasting schedule, has appointed | 
Paul H. Raymer Co. as national | 
representative. 

Station is constructing a new 5,000-| 
watt transmitter. 


Falcone, ‘former technical director; 
Private Joseph Thompson, producer, 
and Private (First Class) Alfred 
Scott, sound director. Falcone and 
Scott also worked together for more 


| than a year on ‘The Aldrich Family.’ 


viewpoint to the various programs. 


After 3-Week Vacash 


Network Premieres 





(Sept. 3-13) 
Eddie Cantor, variety, with 
Dinah Shore, Bert Gordon; 


Wednesdays, 9-9:30 p.m., NBC- 
Red (WEAF): Bristol-Myers 
(Ipana, Sal Hepatica), Young & 


Rubicam. Returns. tonight 
(Wednesday), origination New 
York. 


‘Maxwell House Coffee Time,’ 
variety, with Frank Morgan, 
Meredith Willson orch; Thurs- 
days, 8-8:30 p.m., EDST, NBC- 
Red (WEAF); General Foods 
(Maxwell House coffee), Benton 
& Bowles. Resumes tomorrow 
night (Thursday) origination 
Hollywood. 

‘Knickerbocker Play house,’ 
drama; Saturdays, 8-8:30 p.m., 
EDST, NBC-Red (WEAF); Proc- 
ter & Gamble (Dreme sham- 
poo), Kastor. Returns Saturday 
night (6), origination Chicago. 

Edgar Bergen, variety, with 
Ray Noble orch Sundays, 8-8:30 
p.m., EDST, NBC-Red (WEAF); 
Standard Brands (Chase & San- 
born coffee), J. Walter Thomp- 
son. Returns Sunday night (7), 
origination Hollywood. 

‘That Brewster Boy,’ comedy- 
drama Mondays, 9:30-10 p.m., 
EDST, NBC-Red (WEAF); 
Quaker Oats, Ruthrauff & Ryan. 
Starts Monday night (8), origi- 
nation Chicago. 

‘Lux Radio Theatre,’ drama, 
with Cecil B. DeMille; Mondays, 


9-10 p.m., EDST, CBS; Lever 
Bros. (Lux soap), J. Walter 
Thompson. Returns Monday 


night (8), origination Hollywood. 


‘This Is Life,’ Mondays, Wed- 
nesdays, Fridays, 12:15-12:30 noon. 
Mutual; Hecker (Ceresota, Aris- 
tos flour), Burnett. Starts Mon- 
day (8), origination New York. 

‘Musical Millwheel,’ music; 
Thursdays-through-Sundays, 10- 
10.15 am., EDST, NBC-Blue 
(WJZ); Pillsbury (flour), Mc- 
Cann-Erickson. Starts Sept. 11, 
origination Chicago. 

‘Ahead of the Headlines,’ com- 
ment; Thursdays, 10:30-10:45 
p.m., NBC-Blue (WJZ); News- 
week, Tracy - Locke - Dawson. 
Returns Sept. 11, origination 
New York. 

‘Three Ring Time, variety, 
with Charles Laughton, Milton 
Berle, Shirley Ross, Bob Crosby 
orch; Fridays, 9:30-10 p.m., EDST, 
Mutual; Ballantine ale, J. Walter 
Thompson. Starts Sept. 12, 
origination Hollywood. 


GULF DICKERING 
FOR PIX SCRIPTS 








Los Angeles, Sept. 2. 

Harry Ackerman, producer of the 
Gulf Screen Guild Theatre, has be- 
gun negotiations with studios for 
clearances to use film scripts and 
stars on the air. 

The first fall Gulf show on Sept. 
28 over CBS will be ‘Meet John Doe’ 
with Gary Cooper, Barbara Stan- 
wyck and Edward Arnold 

Oscar Bradley, musical director of 
Gulf Screen Guild, has resigned. He 
|returned from New York early this 
| week with Mrs. Bradley, his busi- 
ness manager. 





Need Stagger System 


Detroit, Sept. 2. 

Maybe radio performers should 
come to work in shifts, too. When 
the 17 persons heard in the regular 
Sunday morning Bible Class over 
CKLW arrived for the program at 
the same time, the elevator carry- 
ing them to the studio in the Guar- 
anty Trust Building, Windsor, Ont., 
was trapped between the second and 
third floors. The elevator stalled 
because the late rush of radio per- 
formers exceeded its capacity. 

With the entire cast stuck in the 
elevator, the station had to cancel 
the program at the last minute while 
electricians worked for 20 minutes 
before getting the car moved. 








ALICE SLINGLUFF MOVES 
Chicago, Sept. 2. 

Alice Slingluff joins the Hays Mc- 
Farland agency here as assistant to 
Evelyn Stark, raflio department 
head. 

Miss Slingluff comes in from the 
ether staff of the Schwimmer & 
Scott agency. 








Hooper's Report, Attacking Selfish’ a 
Actors for Causing Radio Listening 
Drop, Gets Brushoff From Agcies, 





Statement by C. E. Hooper, oper- 
ator of a program checking service, 
that name talent should be compelled 
to work 52 weeks a year, so that 
summer listening slumps could be 
avoided, has failed to produce any 
agitated discussion within ad agency 
circles. Most of the ad agency men 
remarked that Hooper was appar- 
ently unaware of the fact that it was 
the sponsors themselves who pre- 
ferred laying off high-priced pro- 
grams during the warm spell, and 
that it wasn’t until the networks in- 
troduced rules discouraging the poli- 
cy that most advertisers got out of 
the habit of staying off the air alto- 
gether from the middle of June to 
mid-September. 

As these agency men saw it, 
Hooper was harping on a theme 
with which an actor’s preference for 
working or not working had as little 
relation as the price of Indian hemp. 
The average network advertiser 
gears his talent costs on the basis of 
39 weeks, or the major listening au- 
dience season, and that since net- 
work rules prevent him from with- 
drawing entirely for the summer he 
considers the program expenditure 
thus required as something supple- 
mentary and tries to inake this as 
small as possible. 

Hooper’s ideas on what working 
habits should be for name talent are 
contained in a report that he recent- 
ly made to clients. Hooper preceded 
his opinions about actors’ working 
habits with statements lamenting 
the low estate into which network 
listening had fallen this summer. He 
pointed out that one night during the 
first week of August his service dis- 
covered that there were less sets on 
than were reported for a morning 
in the corresponding week last year. 
Also that the average for the entire 
week of evening listening during 
that week this August was less than 
the average that prevailed for after- 
noon listening the year before. To 
show further how bad things were 
this August, Hooper pointed out that 
no program got by the month with a 
rating as high 10. It was the 


as 


worst record, he added, that he has | 


encountered in his seven years as a 
program checker. 

The report stated that the lack of 
exciting war news couldn’t have had 
anything to do with the drop in lis- 
tening, because network news pro- 
grams continued to maintain a strong 
pull. Hooper, in his report, then 
came to the conclusion that it must 
be the lack of name programs, be- 
cause the first five-raters each con- 
tained headliners. The report, after 
attributing the summer slump to the 
absence of radio’s main entertainment 
attractions, makes the discovery that 
the advertiser has taken over what 
it terms the editorial function from 
the network, and proceeds to ask 
why talent should consider itself so 
overworked as to need so long a 
rest? 

Selfish Actors? 

‘Can it be,’ asks Hooper, ‘that tal- 
ent needs so long a vacation in which 
to spend the vast salary accumulat- 
ed during winter months? Or has it 
been merely a matter of prestige 
among stars to outdo one another in 
the extensiveness of their vacations 
during the summer, just as they vie 
with one another during the winter 
for high ratings? 

‘It would seem that talent which 
takes so much from advertising and 
from radio during the lush winter 
season might well recognize the 
year-round needs of the industry, if 
not its debt to it to be willing at 
least to accept its top bracket sala- 
aries for an increasing rather than a 
decreasing number of weeks in the 
future. This might result in cutting 
the summer slump to a minimum 
two months period (July-Agust), 
where it was years ago, thereby re- 
versing the trend toward wider and 
wider summer troughs in the listen- 
ing charts and prevent the partial 
destruction of an important industry.’ 

Other checking experts in the in- 
dustry gave it as their opinion that 
Hooper’s comment on the reason for 
reduced audiences this summer re- 
vealed that the probe’s sphere had 
been quite limited. Other factors 
could have easily been considered, 
such as the national boost in family 
income, which would be inclined to 
greater spending for recreation and 


absence fram home radio sets, the 
sharp drop in popularity of the quiz 
shows, which served as something of 
an audience holder last summer, and 
the limited supply of standard 
American musical material caused 
by the ASCAP-radio fight. For 
many years the musical program of 
this type was radio’s chief fare dur- 
ing the summer. A comparison of 
network commercial ratings for this 
summer and the summer of 1940 
shows the nighttime sketches up and 
the musical shows down. 

Of pertinent interest is the obser- 
vation that, whereas network outlets 
did not fare so well, the indie sta- 
tions in New York, such as WNEW, 
which play phonograph records with 
an unrestricted musical repertoire, 
have come through the summer wtth 
increased audiences, 


FCC, REVERSING 
ITSELF, OK’S 
WIBG SALE 


Washington, Sept. 2. 

Federal Communications Commis- 
sion suddenly reversed its order for 
hearings on the sale of WIBG, Glen- 
dale, Pa., and the incident has 
caused much eyebrow-raising among 
the local politicos. The hearings 
were to determine whether the 
transfer had been conducted il- 
legally. The deal now stands rati- 
fied. 

Sale brought into the station’s 
picture Anthony J. Drexel Biddle, 
Jr., socialite-diplomat who is close 
to the White House, and John B. 
Kelly, head of the Philadelphia 
Democratic machine. as well as two 
broadcasting industry veterans, Paul 
F. Harrmon and Joseph Lang. Lat- 
ter two previously had small in- 











terests in WIBG and will now run 


ithe station. What the FCC had set 


lout to probe was whether control 
| over the Glendale outlet had passed 
| into other hands without official 
; permission, even though every 


commission had been 


met. 


requirement 


15 MORE LAWYERS CAN 
PRACTICE BEFORE FCC 


Washington, Sept. 2. 

Even the draft has failed to check 
the oncoming hordes of radio at- 
torneys requesting permission to 
practice before the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. 

Added to hundreds already on the 
rolls, 15 new applicants were ad- 
mitted during the past three weeks 
—including eight Washingtonians. 
Their names: 

Edward H. DeGroot, Joseph C. 
Suraci, Kenneth L. Yourd, David W. 
| Louisell, Ernest L. Wilkinson, Cam- 
| den R. McAtee, Morris Miller and 
|Frank M. Schap, all of Washington; 
Leo J. Bartoline, Chicago; Herman 
Jervis, New York; Randolph E. Bell, 
Miami; J. D. Merrill, Safford, Ariz.; 
Fred Felty, San Antonio; Harry 
Ossen, Torrington, Conn.; N. L. 
Schoonfeld, Hot Springs, Ark. 


MODERNIZING KFRC 


$25,000 Face-Lift for Don Lee Out- 
let, Plus FM 














San Francisco, Sept. 2. 

Long-planned revamp of KFRC’s 
studios here has been given the go- 
ahead, with partitions beginning to 
fall last week on a $25,000 face-lift- 
ing which will give the station three 
large studios, a speaker’s studio, new 
announcer booth and_ recording 
room. New studio setup will have 
provision for FM programming, Don 
Lee outfit previously having chosen 
site atop 1,500-foot peak across the 
Hed for a proposed 50,000 low-wave 
job. 

The sweeping modernization will 
require about a month, during which 
time local shows may have to be 
shifted to outside pcints, such as the 
Telenews theatre studio downtown. 
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ANOTHER VICK SPOT RENEGE 





+ + 


WOR Takes Stand Against 1-Min. 
Announcements; Completely Stops 


Such Sale on 


Night-Time Skeds 








WOR, New York, has taken a dras- 
tic stand on the growing practice 
among spot advertisers of confining 
themselves almost entirely to the 
purchase of announcements. Effec- 
tive, immediately, the station has 
shut down on the sale of one-minute 
announcements for its night-time 
schedules. WOR has but one such 
contract still running, but as soon 
as that has expired the station’s 
night-time board will be completely 
clear of one-minute announcements. 

WOR’s management had come to 
the conclusion that the only way to 
stop the pressure from agencies and 
advertisers for minute announcement 
spots was to ban them from the 
night-time schedule altogether. As 
soon as one segment cf time had 
been filled with one-minute an- 
nouncements there came a demand 
from other accounts for like service, 
with the result that the station found 
that instead of selling quarter and 
half-hour programs it was opening 
up more segments for spot announce- 
ments. 

The station also decided that not 
only was such a development bad for 
the broadcasting industry itself, but 
was not good from the audience 
viewpoint. 


COMEDY ALSO 
TOPS ON AIR 


Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 

Northwest radio listeners-in, like 
the film fans, want comedy in these 
troubled times and the programs that 
can make ’em laugh now are vieing 
in popularity with the news reports 
and analyses, according to Earl H. 
Gammons, WCCO general manager. 
There’s a trend away from the more 
serious stuff and even music has to 
play second fiddle to fun, he says. 








‘The radio public seems to crave 


comedy as a sort of antidote to the 


New Disease 





Scramble for chainbreak an- 
nouncements last week got one 
ad agency time buyer so dizzy 
that he found himself calling up 
station reps to place orders that 
he had confirmed only the day 
before. 


In the trade they are now re- 
ferring to this malady as ‘chain- 
breakitis.’ 


Radio Men Will 
Find Mock War 
In La. Realistic 








Announcers and technicians cov- 
ering the Louisiana war games for 
networks and stations during mid- 
September will have to wear uni- 
forms as prescribed for war corre- 
spondents and atso camouflage their 
mobile equipment. Orders to this 
effect were issued by the War De- 
partment last week. 

The letter, which was signatured 
by Jack Harris, who heads radio 
special events and news for the de- 
partment, stated that, once the 
broadcast crew gets on the field, it 
will be subject to the jurisdiction of 
the commanding generals, and since 
these will have aircraft to cope with, 
they will discourage the moving of 
the broadcast mobile units too far 
forward unless they are satisfied that 





the latter are well camouflaged. Let- 

| ter also contains instructions as to 
how the camouflaging can be done, 
such as dousing the trucks in dull 
gray ‘man or using hasaseade 


WGN TRYING TO CLEAR 


war news,’ Gammons points out. | 
‘The news often is disquieting and 
affords no enjoyment, but the radio 


set owners demand it just the same, 
of course, But they want it fol- 
lowed by comedy. The news is the 
meat and the fun the desert.’ 


Gammons says he constantly has 


had the feeling that there are ‘too 
many speeches’ over the ether wave 
—too many are sounding off. And 
in this respect, he believes, the sit- 


uation the past year has been the | 


‘However, 
Gam- 


worst within memory. 
that’s democracy,’ concludes 
mons. 


BEECHNUT CIGS SWITCH 
FROM CBS TO NBC-RED 





Los Angeles, Sept. 2. 
Beechnut cigarets switches ‘Don’t 
Be Personal’ from CBS to . NBC- 
Coast Red net , Starting Oct. 
Program previously ran = 
weeks on Mutual, followed by 
weeks on CBS. 


13 
39 


Cantor at AFRA ($21) 


Scale for Defense Show 


NBC-Blue will have the services 





of Eddie Cantor for a special pro- 
gram some time this month which 
will deal with the work of U. S. 
soldiers in the Panama Canal Zone. 
Event will be relayed southward by 
shortwave. 

Billy Hiilpot, of the Blue’s pro- 
gram department, had been dicker- 
ing for Budd Hulick and Ralph 
Dumke as twin m.c.s for this show. 


Price quoted by them was $100, but | 


Hillpot later advised them that the 
Prospective assignment was off as 
he kad induced Eddie Cantor to 
take it for AFRA scale ($21) 


TIME FOR OPERETTAS 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 
WGN, Chicago - Tribune - owned 
| Mutual outlet, is trying to clear an 
hour or hour-and-a-quarter on the 
network to revive its operetta se- 
formerly broadcast Sunday 
nights. Figured the program will be 
| ready in about a month, with Henry 


ries 








conNCAR AGAIN {Football Sponsors Show Anxiety 


About ASCAP-Radio Situation: 


MULLS NET oHOW 


Choice of One of Two Pros- 
pective Programs Would 
Mean Repeat of Last 
Year’s ‘GWTW’ Incident 
—Decision by Friday (5) 








400G SPOT BUDGET 





The huge spot schedule which Vick 
Chemical had been lining up for the 
past several months may go by the 
board. The account is now listening 
to a couple of prospective network 
programs and decision on the par- 
ticular show and the evening spot on 
the NBC-Red will be made by Fri- 
day (5). 

If Vick decides to go network in- 
stead of spot, the result to the spot 
field as far as individual stations are 
concerned will be nothing as drastic 
as it was last year, when at the 
eleventh hour the drug manufacturer 
cancelled some $400,000 worth of 
spot business to take care of its pro- 
posed bankrolling of a _ serialized 


version of ‘Gone With the Wind’ on 
CBS. The ‘GWTW’ proposition be- 
came enmeshed in a barrage of ob- 
jections put up by Metro, distributor 
of the picture, and the serial plans 
had to be dropped. Vick then em- 
barked on a fast scramble to pick 
up the spot periods that it had can- 
celled. 

Report that Vick was auditioning 
the network programs has caused 
much uneasiness among station rep- 
resentatives, even though several of 


thumbs crossed, hoping that they | 
won't be put through a repetition of | 


company was still buying spot time 
and that the question of whether to 


Thursday or Friday of this week. 





When the spot buying started this 


go network would be settled either | 


Possible Between-Halves Blackout 





Double Duty 


Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 

KSTP program director, 
Corinne Jordan, now wakes ’em 
up and puts ’em to bed. At 7:30 
a.m. she does a half-hour daily 
calendar program for a Minne- 
apolis department store, urging 
women to arise and do their 
shopping early. 

At 10:45 p.m. she plays soft 
tunes on the piano and extols the 
sleeping qualities of a spring-air 
mattress manufactured here. 








B-S-H, NBC Deal 
For Time Waits 
Accord on Policy 





Dickering by 
Hummert, New York, with the NBC- 
Blue for a couple evening half-hours 


the agency and 
| their current dispute over policy. 


The two half-hours were to be un- 
derwritten by Stirling Products. 


JOHN DALY’S A GOOD 
RAILROAD HOUSE AD 











| been flung by John Charles Daly, 
| defense expert of WJSV. 


| points out that—in addition to a 450- 
| mile weekly roundtrip to New York 
|to appear in ‘Report to the Nation,’ 


he rushes frequently to Ft. Benning 


Blackett-Sample- | 


has been temporarily shelved until | 
the network settle | 


a 
+ 








itween ASCAP and 





Advertisers with collegiate football 
broadcast commitments are follow- 
ing the developments in the peace 
negotiations between the radio in- 
dustry and the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
with much anxiety. One such ma- 
jor buyer of football game rights has 
already advised one of the stations 
on its schedule that it expects that 
outlet to obtain a license from 
ASCAP so that there will be no bar 
to airing the band music from the 
playing field between the halves. 
The account issued the ultimatum 
after the station had suggested that 
the former approach ASCAP direct 
and try to make a licensing pact 
covering all the stations on its list. 
ASCAP’s board of directors last 
January rejected a similar overture 
from a major network customer. 

The station in question wrote that 
it was not certain whether it would 
obtain an ASCAP license in time for 
the opening football game, but that 
it thought the account could assure 
itself of not being taken off the air 
| between halves by doing business 
idirect with ASCAP. It was also in- 
timated in the letter that the sta- 
tion hadn’t decided whether to take 
out a per program license (8%) or 
a blanket license (242%) when the 
proposed ASCAP local station form 
has been eventually approved by 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters and the inference drawn by 
the account was that the station 
was angling for an offer by the ad- 
vertiser to absorb all or part of this 
music fee. 





Worrying In Mpls. 


them received signatured contracts Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 

yesterday (Tuesday) from Morse In- Washington ,Sept. 2. Football broadcasters here are 
ternational, ane Oe the Vick ac-| Challenge to the industry as| worrying about what will happen 
count. The reps are keeping their radio’s most-roving reporter has | between the halves of the games if 


licensing agreements be- 
the older net- 


the new 


last season's Vick episode. Jerry | Claiming that he rarely stays! works aren’t in effect by the time 
Patterson, Vick v.p. in charge of ad-|_.7, . ; ; . + sae acs ort. 
vertising. stated yesterday that his | Within a 2,000 mile radius of Wash-| the gridiron season starts. 

sing, Sté ay wenn WIENS ; “\ington for a week on end, Daly| Majority of the best known col- 


lege tunes are in the ASCAP reper- 
toire and the only way of escaping 
infringement would be by filling in 
the non-football interlude with 


ones it was figured that the ap- Ga. (800 miles each wae? Boston phonograph records from the studio, 
ce Ser would again be in the Navy Yard (475 miles each way): 
os ah be ———< Ft. Custer, Battle Creek, Mich. (1,000 
neighborhood of $400,000. : 7 
” ee a |miles each way); Norfolk Navy 
| Yard (225 miles each way); Ft. 
| Knox, Ky. (750 miles each way); Ft. 


ROPER SURVEY 
GAUGES SALES 





Weber, the station’s musical director, | vance proofs of a promotion piece 


and William Bacher, production 
head, in charge 
Station is trying to work out a 


deal with one of the large recording 


| companies to make records of six 

lof the operettas for public sale 
WGN and Mutual would agree to 

| plug the records on the air gratis. 


Also hope to get a sponsor for the 
progres this year. 


LUCKY MAN GETS JOB 


Sponsor Tosses Coin to Pick One o 
Three Announcers 


San Francisco, Sept. 2. 
A coin-toss was used to select the 


announcer on the new version of 
Pacific Greyhound’s ‘Romance of the 
Highways,’ which shifted origina- 


tion from KFRC to KHJ, Don Lee 
studios. 

| Sponsor couldn't decide between 
Nesbitt, Hugh Brundage 
and Tony Fazano, even after re- 
peated auditions, so finally 
coin. Nesbitt got the nod. 
mont & Holman agency here han- 
| dles account. 


| Norman 


tossed a 
Beau- 


| Bragg, N. C. (350 miles each way). 


to- Annapolis oir Quantico, or 


on trips to Hyde Park with Presi- 


dent Roosevelt. 


| 
| 
Doesn’t even look out of the win- | 
| dow anymore when he trots 40 miles 
even | 


| 


FOR ROSE BOWL 


Gillette Razor was reported last 
aii | FOLLOWS THE BOSS | week as bidding for the Rose Bowl 
CBS last week circulated some ad- | siete | game, with Mutual as the outlet 
John Leitch, Like Doc Levy, Goes to| The offer cited was $60,000, which 
which, when published, will give the Navy from WCAU would make the price the highest 
a Elmer ae oe et Ph lndelphia Sept. 2 — Ses ee 
thea ] YY " « remoent ft rac Beene Go, ® , O yall am 
ie pag on oe John G. Leitch, for the past 12 
etudy gave answer to the questions. | 7°?" technical director of WCAU, 
study Bave answer ome questions, | has been called to active duty by the ATE OVING STERN 
What co program's net effec : U. S. Navy and will serve as com- COLG M 
audience an d What is my program's | nications officer at Cape May 
we payphone tecig | (N. J.) Naval Base. He holds the FROM NBC-BLUE TO RED 
The answers that came out of rank of lieutenant commander of the 
| Roper’s 10,000 interviews, or 630,- U. Ss. Naval Reserve During 
| 000 questions, give, the proofs state, | Leitch’s absence, his assistant. Colgate is switching Bill Ste 
la sound and simple method for siz- George Lewis, will be acting tech- quarter-hour sports review from pb 


ling up the dollar-for-dollar value of 
a particular radio program. 


The 
f | published study wiil further seek to | 


| nical director. 


| WCAU exec called by the Navy. 


Leitch is the second high-ranking 


NBC-Blue to the NBC-Red network, 
It’s to be a Saturday night spot. 





show how many actual listeners a/| pact week, Dr. Leon Levy, station 
radio network advertiser reaches | prexy, reported to the U. S. Naval (| k C d B 2B 
| with his sales message often enough | Intelligence to head the uiie divi- ar an y uys 


ito sell goods, and how many 
| tional customers his program is 
| making for him—customers that he 
| otherwise would not be selling. 


Lum ’n’ Abner Going 





addi- | 


On Blue Net Sept. 29. 


sion of the wany office. 


Sponsor for Moseley 


Sydney 


} 
| 
| 


Moseley, only 


British 


news commentator in action on this 


side, picked up a 
WMCA, New York, 


sponsor for his 
news periods. 
Strauss Stores, retailers of auto ac- | 
began backing him last derstood that if Time mag decides 


Stations on NBC-Blue 


(Teaberry Gum) 
NBC- 


Clark Candy Co. 
has picked a half-hour on the 
Blue for a program which will 
emanate from training camps. It’s 
the Thursday 8-8:30 p.m. period. Un- 


| cessories, 
ne inight (Tues.) in two 10-minute, to resume ‘The March of Time’ it 
Lum ’n’ Abner go cross-country | periods a week, Monday and Satur-| will get that spot and Clark will 
NBC-Blue Sept. 29 for Alka Seltzer. | day, 10:50-11 p.m. | take the subsequent half hour (8:30- 
Schedule calls for four nights | He’s been on WMCA about a year | 9 p.m.). 
45-10) as week with probably aj/and a half. This is his first spon- The hookup will consist of 43 sta- 
ve added later on. | sored series. tions. 
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= WIBG GETS HUGE POWERIf*****ste***tere""* : oa 
Television, FM Given More Leeway ne ann Prom the Prodectisn Gonlnes 
By FCC; New St.L., Don Lee Services... msn. Ney seveed 





_ 


Washington, Sept. 2. 
Further boosts to both television 
and Frequency Modulation have 
been given by recent actions of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 


‘Happy Hank’ Moves 


Detroit, Sepi. 2. 
‘Happy Hank’ (Mare Williams) | 
| has moved his six-day-a-week morn- | 
Half-hour | 





sion. ling show to WJR here. 
Kilocycle cops have authorized started off sustaining yesterday 
another FM plant, to be located | (Monday) until Sept. 30, when Little | 


| Crowe Milling takes over for Coco- | 
in St. Louis and owned by CBS, be-| yy cats es a. i ealie 
. . eats, through Rogers & Smith 
sides relaxing restraints on behalf of | agency - 
Philco’s video transmitter in Phila- | Williams was at WHO, Des Moines, 
reel — Swan ee yr nad vd year for the same - ee and 
ouble-barrele ) levis Sep é . — fea 
: the year before at WGY, Schenec 
aos Se 4 hg end ” Hollywood | tay. Program is designed for 
and Zenith in icago. | ; 
> ‘ , noppets. 
The St. Louis station will operate —— 
on 459,000 ke., serving 13,000 square | 
miles containing 1,800,000 people. 


‘SF. DX-er Inaugurating 








Bars were removed for Philco 
when the regulators, in order to i | 
speed inauguration of regularly Skow Aimed at Army 


scheduled programs, said the Philly Mi 
plant could go ahead on Channel 3} A d Ab d 
while collecting additional engineer- | n Navy en roa 
| silent 
San Francisco, Sept. 2. 
KGEI. General Electric  short- 
waver, kicks off a new ‘Musical Mail 
Bag’ dedicated to the Army, Navy 
and Marine Corps, starting Sunday 
Entirely new in format, feature 
is the idea of E. T. Buck Harris, sta- 
tion manager, and will ride the 9.67 
megacycle stripe from 10:15 to 11:15 
Zenith. which also uses Channel 1. egy Sundays, PST. Unique angle 
Shift of ownership within the fam-|is that the show will also be re- 
ily also was approved for Philco’s| leased locally by KYA, Hearst out- 
two Philadelphia picture producers. | Jet. 
Centrct of WERE ond Weer we Williams has been working on the 


moved from the stockholders of | 


Philco Radio and Television Corp \idea for five months as a result of 
é PE ete i ae oti 
to a new outfit, Philco Corp., via a the heavy flow of mail from the 


ing data needed before the Commish 
can pass on the request for permis- | 
sion to operate commercially. The} 
papers allow W3XE, Philco experi- | 
mental transmitter, to function for a) 
period of 60 days under the present 
license. 

The Commish granted Don Lee a 
construction permit for a commer- | 
cial television station using the 
50,000-56.000 ke. stripe and combin- 
ing sound via the FM system. Dupli- 
cate of this authorization was given 


(7). 














ie eeié ee 9 'U. S. Fleet in the Pacific, bulk of 

stock sap on the basis of $1382.00 | which states KGET is the only U. 8. 
station audible. 

Formula finally worked out calls 

1ST MEDICAL CLINIC |acknowledgement of letters and in- 

| terviews with friends and relatives 

ON FRISCO AIRWAVES of men in service. Two announcers 

will be used, Fred Daiger represent- 

= ing KYA and either Williams him- 

First medical show of its kind in| lips, for KGEI. If requests pile up 

local history kicks off Saturday (6) | too heavily, show will be expanded, 

at 6:15 p.m., when a hospital con-! station having a 45-minute cushion 

ference is shifted to the KSAN | between the present 11:15 finish time 

studios. About two years ago, the|and start of the midnight Chinese 

rated a series over its private hos- | brainstorms. Oriental show is 

pital p.a. system. This weekly clinic | beamed to China in Chinese direct 

is now being expanded to include | from Chinatown nightly. 

KSAN’s air audience. Next month (6) also sees the kick- 

Dr, J. C. Geiger, head of the health | off of ‘Stanford Salutes the Amer- 





IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Hampton Grenier, WBNX engineer, and his wife, Helen, of the copyright 
department, motoring to Milwaukee for visit....Ethel Colby joining ber 


Co., operators of WIBG, Glenside, | 
received authorization from the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 


last week to increase its power ten- 
fold, from 1,000 to 10,000 watts, and 
to broadcast on a fulltime basis. The 
outlet, which has been only working 
daytime hours up to now, was also 
given the right to move its studios 
from Glenside, a Philly suburb, to 
any spot within the city itself. The 
new WIBG will continue to operate 


on 990 kilocycles, its present fre- 


| quency. 


The FCC simultaneously granted 
Seaboard a license to construct an 
FM station to operate ona frequency 
of 48,100 kilocycles over an esti- 


| 


husband, Julius, for interview-drama criticisms this winter over WMCA 
....Fred Barr, former announcer on a recorded program of American 
| jazz on a Lyons (France) station and recently with WBYN, is mc. on 
|‘1600 Swing Session’ Saturday nights on WWRL....WHN will again broad. 
‘east the N.Y. Football Giants home games....Blevins Davis to Weirton, 
|W. Va., last week, to direct “These Our Freedoms’ program over NBC-Red 
Monday night (1). 

Vaughn De Leath is in Oklahoma City doing a series of programs on 


WKY for a coffee account....E. Frederica Millet, who handled the radio 


‘account of the National Democratic Committee through the William H. 
|Rankin agency during the last presidential campaign, is now with the 
‘radio section of the Treasury Department Defense Savings staff.. 
| Hayward and Colleen Ward have joined the casts of ‘Portia Faces Life’ 
land ‘Home of the Brave,’ NBC daytime serials. 


.. Joyee 


Jack Runyon, Ted Bates agency radio head, left Friday (29) for vacation 


mated area of 9300 square miles serv- | fishing trip....Harry Holcombe has replaced Ken Fickett as director of 
ing an area population of 3,900,000. | Foonamint's ‘Double or Nothing,’ which moves Sept. 26 back to its Sunday 
Officials of the station declared that | evening spot on a 116-station Mutual hookup....The key to the manager's 
construction on the new transmitter office of CBS Playhouse No. 2, formerly the old Klaw and later the Avon 
and studios would begin immediately theatre, still is attached to a brass tag with the inscription ‘S. Klaw.’ 

and it was hoped that the station | Fulton Lewis, J1., Mutual's Washington correspondent, no longer carried 
would be operating under the new |in New York by WOR, but is aired locally by WHN, which picks him up 


conditions by Jan. 1. The increase 


‘by special line from the capital....Red Barber and Bob Elson will again 


will make WIBG the third most | handle the World. Series broadcasts over Mutual for Gillette....this year 


powerful station in Philly, 
topped only by KYW and WCAU, 
both 50,000 watters. : 

The station recently acquired new 
financial backing from two power- 
ful Philly politicos, John B. Kelly, 
who relinquished his chairmanship 
of the Democratic City committee a 
month ago to become the National 
Director of Civilian Health, and 
Anthony J. Drexel Biddle, Jr., U.S. 
Ambassador to the exiled Govern- 
ments in London. Kelly and Biddle 
have acquired a 49% interest in the 
station. Associated with them are 
Paul F. Harron, president of the 
Seaboard, and Joseph Lang. Both of 
the latter control WHOM, Jersey 
City. 


EASE PRIORITIES 
SLIGHTLY FOR 
RADIO MFRS. 


Washington, Sept. 2. 

Preparedness pressure on the 
radio industry was eased to a minor 
degree with allocation of metals for 
repair of receiving sets. Nothing 
concrete has been done yet, though, 
about making’ available  badly- 
needed raw materials for new 
equipment and the outlook is poor 











for answering of musical requests, 

San Francisco, Sept. 2. | self or his assistant, Merrill Phil- 

Public Health department inaugu- | Goodwill Hour, another of Williams’ 
department, will baptize the series, | icas’ in Spanish. KGEI now operates 





which is being produced by Jack|14% hours daily, five to Latin- 
Patten. Also for the first time, | America and 9% to Asia, Africa and 
doctors guesting on the discussion | the Antipodes. Most popular feature 


period will be permitted to use their | to date has been ‘We Read Time’ at 
names, | 6:30 a.m. Fridays, hitting the Far 
East the same evening. Tire air- 


marion fiyte, Gone Gromk (Soi. “one wi whee 
e piles a 30-minute commentary. 
Hurt in S.F. Auto Cras 


| Thursday (4), the low-waver dedi- 
San Francisco, Sept. 2. 


| cates its mew studios in Spanish via 
| the Latin-America beam with con- 
Gene Grant, NBC salesman, and | Sular i from 20 neighboring = 
Marion Kyle, agency head from Los | publics facing the mike. All will 
Angeles, are in a hospital here as a/| speak Spanish save the Consul Gen- 
result of auto crash injuries. Grant | eral of Brazil, using Portuguese, and 
reportedly suffered two broken cand Peay of Haiti, who does his 
and a punctured lung, while Kyle is; ° uff in French. 


a as suffering from severe} 

ead and hip hurts. ‘ . 

reported that the pair were riding in| QUIZ BOWL TEES OFF 
WITH SPONSOR OCT. 7 


At NBC headquarters here it was 
Grant’s car when the latter was 
Cincinnati, Sept. 2 


blinded by glaring headlights of an 
Sponsorship of WKRC’s 








approaching vehicle. 
Quiz 


KWJJ Expands by La Palina 


- | cigars, with outletting to several Mu- 
Portland, Ore., Sept. 22. 


tual network Starts Oct. 
An expansion program inaugurat- | for a series of Tuesday night half- 


Bowl, sports program, 


stations, 


~] 


ed by W. Carey Jennings, general ; Nhe ; 
manager of station KWJJ, has re-| our a os Deal pee made last 
sulted in promoting announcers | W© y the Marschalk & Pratt 


Sammy Taylor and Art Morey to the | pant i 5 Witec 

aN : : “ ¥: son, “s program 
a pA coremngpesatinonsosi oad — j}and production manager, originated 
y owen has been added to. the aig | the show last March. For some time 
nouncing staff and a new operator od or gas at tae coe i 
will be added soon. apna cei , oF : 

Station is now operating with new ore ses paraiorins 9 Hae 
power, 1,000 watts, and on full time. | y : por ty 





tion’s sports reporter; Dan Tehan., 
grid official, and Charles ‘Irish’ 
;O’Connor, vet Cincy Times-Star 





More Live Music 


Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 2. | sports writer. 

Rochester gets more live music Program has name guests. Dizzy 
over the air as staff orchestras re- | Dean, who recently left the National 
turn to WHAM and WHEC this week. | League to broadcast St. Louis major 

WHAM!'s 14-piece outfit airs two | league games for the Falstaff Brew- 
concert and three popular music pro-/ery in that city will guest on this 


are turned on Dick Nesbitt, the sta- | 





for any real relaxation of priorities, 
which threatened to prevent replace- 
ment of outmoded or broken 
| celvers., 
Manufacturers of 
primarily from the concession by 
| Price Administrator Leon Hender- 
|son. He said ample material will 
ibe released to assure the produc- 
tion of replacements necessary for 
repair of sets now in use, but did 
not indicate the schedules will be big 
enough to take care of bulbs for new 
models. Maintenance of communi- 
caticns is imperative from a moral 
viewpoint, the OPACS boss ac- 
knowledged. Henderson remarked 
that ‘replacement of burned-out 
| radio tubes and defective condensers 
is a matter of prime importance.’ 
Conundrum still envelops manu- 
facturers of transmitting apparatus, 


tubes benefit 


as well as fabricators of records. 
Curtailment of aluminum and other 
materials including plastics § ap- 


|} parently will not be eased no mat- 
ter how great the clamor for new 


station apparatus. though replace- 
ments may be managed via short- 
time priority permits. 


Another FM Grant 


Washington, Sept. 2. 


| Papers for a frequency modula- 
tion station in Philadelphia were 
; voted last week by the FCC, the 


| fourth grant of this kind in two 
| weeks. 
| Owner will be the Seaboard 
| Radio Broadcasting Corp.. which 
| visualizes a transmitter using 48,- 
/100 ke and covering 9,300 square 
miles with population of 3,900,000. 





Valentine as Teacher 


San Antonio, Sept. 2. 
Lew Valentine, former Dr. I. Q., 
has opened a radio schoo! here. He 
was once an announcer at WOAI 
here. 








grams. week’s show. 


is also a former WOAI announcer. 


being | it will get a 300-station spread, plus short-wave airing in Spanish to South 


America....Francis Kalnay, author, newspaperman and Hungarian trans- 
later for WWRL, edited ‘The New American,’ handbook for aliens, new 
citizens, ete., published by Greenberg. 


Eastern All-Stars-Giants football game at the Polo Grounds tonight 
(Wednesday) will be described by Don Dunphy for Mutual and Bert Lee 
for WHN....Mutual now has the following fight broadcasts slated: Sept. 
12, Abrams-Zale; Sept. 29, Louis-Nova; Oct. 6, Jenkins-Cochrane; Oct. 31, 
Jenkins-Angott; Nov. 14, Lesnevich-Mauriello; Nov. 21, Soose-Overlin.... 
Joy Hathaway renewed for two more years for title part in ‘Amanda of 
Honeymoon Hill’....Bedelia Falls added to cast of ‘We Are Always Young’ 
....-Following guest conductors will sub for Alfred Wallenstein during 
his vacation: Milton Katims, Sept. 14, and Harry Farbman, Sept. 21, on 
‘Symphonic Strings,’ and Nicolai Berezowsky, Sept. 18, and Joseph Littau, 
Sept. 25, on ‘Sinfonietta’....Wallenstein will not go away for his vacation, 
as he will baton the new Treasury Department series, ‘America Preferred,’ 
starting Saturday (6). 

Verlye Mills, CBS harpist, and her musician-inventor-husband Arnold 
Brilhart, expect a baby in December....Margaret Mullen, who just closed 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ tour, joined ‘Ellen Randolph’ cast....WNYC cooperating 
with American Museum of Natural History and the Explorers Club in 
new dramatic series, ‘Adventure in the Unknown,’ starting Friday night 
(5)....Edward Ervin, WBNX production manager, vacationing on Long 
sland....Ogden Lindquist, engineer at same station, returning from Nova 
Scotia motor trip....Axel Gruenberg, director of ‘Against the Storm,’ and 
Hal James, Compton agency supervisor for the show, made a ship-to-shore 
phone call from their fisting boat off Freeport, L. I., last week to the 
program’s authoress, Sandra Michael, who’s in Norwalk (Conn.) General 
Hospital. She later said their description of the party made her seasick 
....Vera Gilmer, cigaret ad model, taking vocal coaching for try as radio 
Singer....‘Ballantine’s ‘Three Ring Time’ series will be carried live by 72 
Mutual stations and via transcription by 11 more, 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Arch Scott in from Chicago to join the NBC production staff. He re- 
places Ted Sherdeman, who went over to Young & Rubicam to produce 
Silver Theatre....Lou Frost, assistant to Don Gilman, v.p. of NBC, back 





re- 


to the grind....Robert Arden lined up an imposing cast for his roundtable 
| discussion over KFWB-KFOX last week. Rudy Vallee, John Garfield, Sir 
| Cedric Hardwicke and Jimmy Gleason gave opinions on world events 

| Bob Hope planed to Chicago for the All-Star football games last week, 
with an appearance in Salt Lake City on Sept. 10, a guest shot at the 
| American Legion convention Sept. 15 and a stopover in Dixon, Ill., on 
Sept. 16 also lined up. 

‘Six Hits and a Miss’ from radio have been set for ‘Babes on Broadway,’ 
| Mickey Rooney-Judy Garland starrer at Metro....Norman Corwin is writ- 
ing an oddity entitled ‘Anatomy of Sound,’ which will be aired Sept. 7 
|} over CBS with Gale Sondergaard alone in the cast. Corwin, who has 
| been houseguesting with the Charles Laughtons, returns to New York 
after the broadcast....Herb Skriner goes into the Biltmore Bow! for four 
| weeks....Len Levinson, ex-Variery staffer, is authoring “The Great Gil- 
| dersleeve’ for Kraft, which shoved off Sunday (31) with Harold Peary in 
the title role....John Laign, staff announcer on KFI-KECA, was wedded 
|to Katrina Knafelz of the auditing dept. on Aug, 21. ...Bill Goodwin has 
| left Bob Hope to announce the Ballantine Ale program starting over 
_ Mutual Sept. 12....Harlow Wilcox will be guest announcer on the first 
| Maxwell Hour show of the new season. Guest announcers will be en- 
| gaged for the first four weeks....Murdo MacKenzie, NBC engineer as- 
signed to the Bing Crosby airer for Kraft, is in Hollywood Hospital with 
|a fractious appendix....Fred Astaire has planed out for New York to 
| appear in tke ‘Millions For Defense’ program (3)... .The Phil Stern news- 
| cast over KHJ goes commercial for Avalon cigarets three times weekly, 
originating in San Francisco....Mary Livingstone Plans to vacation in 
New York for 10 days while Buck remains on the Coast.....Jim Bannon 


announces On ‘The Great Gildersleeve’ for Kraft... .George Burns and 
Gracie Allen entertained the delegates to the Florists Telegraph Delivery 
Assn, convention....Eddie Albright has been appointed director of educa- 


tion at KHJ....Ed Rice and Sam Moore will script the Ballantine Ale 
program wih the help of several authors accompanying Milton Berle 
‘Speaking of Glamour,’ NBC Coast sustainer by Francis Scully, has gone 
commercial for Paquin’s. 


IN CHICAGO .. . 


Don McNeill, Nancy Martin, Jack Baker and the Escorts and Betty 
| booked for. personal at the Temple Men's Club in Eerie, Pa., on Sept. 9 
| ...-Ethel Reid Winser exiting the air and her book review program on 
| WJJD for a spell, awaiting a commercial deal after a run as sustainer.... 
| Les Walker added to cast of ‘Treat Time’ and ‘Romance of Helen Trent’ 
a Genevieve Kaleth, of Columbia-WBBM transcription department, plays 
| first trumpet with the Chicago Women’s Orchestra....Cecil Widdifield 
| back in Chicago and once more with the Schwimmer & Scott agency radio 
department. ‘ 
| Jeanne Juvelier now with the ‘Woman in White’ show....‘Romance of 
| Helen Trent’ celebrates its eighth anniversary on air this month with 
| Virginia Clark still as the leading lady....Mary Paxton and Phil Stewart 
on WBBM with the morning ‘Wishing Well’ program for Carson, Pirie, 
Scott department store....Chase & Sanborn program with Edgar Bergen 
will be broadcast from Chicago on Oct. 5. 


on 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


J. Clarence Meyers, of the KYA press staff, becomes a producer to put 
Frisco’s Elks Glee Club on the air once a month. Directed by Raymond 


Jimmy McClain, present Dr. I. Q., | Marlow, former New Yorker, the group will air on the last Friday of each 


month at 7:30 o.m. 
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Broadcasters Win 


Washington, Sept. 2. 
Broadcasters, after a belated, fran- 


Last-Minute 


Battle Against Special Taxes, 
But Franchise Levy Still Likely 


. 





,’ 
v 


| ‘Pigskin Prevues’ Adds 


tic start, won at least a temporary | 


victory in the third phase of their | 
fight to avoid a punitive gross in- | 


though the controversy 
The Senate Finance 

aside _last- 
the printing 


come levy, 
is not over yet. 
Committee, shrugging 


minute appeals of 


| 
| 


trades, Wednesday (27) dumped the | 


idea of raising more than $12,000,000 


gregate receipts of networks and 


individual stations. 

Enactment of a franchise tax, 
privilege levy, or license fe® still is 
likely, though the  $3,500,000,000 
emergency revenue bill is due to go 
to the Senate floor tomorrow (Wed.) 
minus any special bite on radio. The 
Finance Committee still is ponder- 
ing means of requiring all commu- 
nications to pay the cost of regula- 
tion, however, just as the FCC is 
trying to devise some way of getting 
back from the operators a sum 


equivalent to its regular appropria- | 


tions. 

Death of the 5-15% snatch, pro- 
moted by the American Federation 
of Labor’s printing trades units in 


the far-fetched hope 
newspapers and magazines and thus 
their members, drew kudos for the 
National Assn. of Broadcasters. 


| week for Grove’s Bromo Quinine by 


of benefiting | 


Though caught sound asleep at the | 
start, the trade group put on a high- | 
'the account’s ‘Sherlock Holmes’ pro- | 


pressure drive with the help of the 
nation’s most accomplished tax lob- 
byists, Alvord & Alvord, and demon- 
strated to the money-hungry solons 
that singling out radio for a tax of 
this sort would be an outrageous in- 
justice. Collateral help of the net 
works—with subtle reminders to the 
lawmakers that radio has been open- 
handed in building up political pres- 


tige—was important. 
Drafting Franchise Levy 
The printers’ revenge went out 


the window by a topheavy majority, 
but the idea of getting remuneration 
for policing the airwaves made a 
deep impression on the Senate com- 
mittee. So much so that Chairman 
Walter F. George instructed a sub- 
committee of Senator Prentiss 
Brown (Michigan) and John Dana- 
her (Connecticut) to make a study 
of ways to get back from the com- 
munications business the $2,000,000- 
odd which the taxpayers put up to 
keep the FCC running. 

Though unable to concoct a form- 
ula before rewriting of the emerg- 
ency revenue measure was finished, 
the bipartisan subcommittee is un- 
der orders to keep at work. Either 
a separate bill can be introduced, 
amending the communication act to 
provide for special taxes, or the 
Brown-Danaher recommendations 
can be incorporated in another tech- 


|'gram continuing on the 


nical measure, to be considered later 


this year, regarding administrative 


phases of the revenue system. Most 
likely the Senate crowd will wait 
until the FCC, which recently or- 
dered its rules committee to con- 
sider several alternative ideas of 
raising money from radio, offers a 


suggestion. (If the regulators get 
bogged down, Congress probably 
will take matters into its own 
hands.) 


The tax fight isn’t ended, though 
radio can feel more at ease. First, 
the bill has to get through the Sen- 
ate, where friends of the printers 
unquestionably will try to revive the 
House-approved bite. Then there 
will be a tug-of-war in the House- 
Senate conference to adjust differ- 


Fla. Station, Announcer | 


Nashville, Sept. 2. 

‘Pigskin Prevues’ has added sta- 
tion WRUF, Gainesville, Fla., and | 
sports announcer Henry Du Pre to 
the series. This gives complete 
Southeastern Conference coverage 
for the pre-game schools in the Big 
Twelve. 

‘Pigskin Parade’ renews Friday 


SEEN SO 





(26) over WSM with Francis Craig’s 


by taking from 5 to 15% of the ag- orchestra, Kay Carlisle, Bob John-_| 


son, Betty and the Dixie Dons. Louie | 
Buck and a Vanderbilt coach to give | 
info on the coming Saturday games. 


WSGN will be the Birmingham | fect. 


outlet for the ‘Parade.’ 





GROVE CANCELS 


SPOT OPTIONS 


Cancellations were issued last | 
Walter Thompson On spot reser- 
vations which had been picked out in 
14 markets. Agency had until Sept. 
6 to exercise the options. 
It was explained that the reserva- 
tions had been made on the basis of | 


NBC-Blue | 
network, but that since this had been | 
switched to the Red network it was | 
found necessary to revise the spot 
list. tation reps expressed them- 
selves as puzzled by this explana- 
tion, Grove having been set on the 
Red half-hour for several months. 
While Thompson handles this ac- 
count’s spot advertising, the Rus- 
sel M. Seeds agency has the network 
phase of the business. 
Another cancellation 


of the past | 


week was Dr. Scholl’s Footpads. | 
This one likewise didn’t get started. | 
It had orders out for three spot an- 


nouncements a week. 


HEINIE MUST REMAIN 
HEINIE TO PLEASE MILW. 


Milwaukee, Sept. 2. 
Efforts of Heinie and His Grena- 
diers to subordinate the Deutscher 
angle of the programs that have 


made their show an ace WTMJ fea- 
ture for many years are causing re- 
sentment among listeners, who have 
no hesitancy in letting the station 
execs know how they feel 
One of them wrote in: 
‘As long as we can 
Heinie and His Grenadiers 
sonten a Germa 
pieces. 
to that tead 


Kostelanetz?’ 


about it. 


remember 
re} 

layed 
he 


yre- 
band and } 
Why doe 


of moving in on 


n 
I + 
stick ins 
Andre 
from broadcasters by tax- 
income, chal 
an impost 
population, 


$1,000,000 
ing the net 
nual fee, 
service 


ging an an- 
wattage, 
some 


or on 


area or 


|other basis. 


ences in the two versions of the 
legislation. 
No further developments have, 


taken place at the FCC, where the 
idea of a more moderate gross- 
income grab was embodied in a rules 
committee report. The accounting 
department still is poring over its 
figures in response to instructions 
from the regulators desiring data on 
the possibility roughly 





of raising 


2aisitls 


crew could ‘justify levying taxes 
millions 


crowd was. not 
squelched by the finance commit- 
tee’s decision. John B. Haggerty, 
bookbinders’ head and chairman of 
the Printing Trades Assn., said the 
fight against ‘exorbitant profits’ will 
go on. He was hopeful the Senate 
finance subcommittee can be induced 


The _ printing 


to recommend levies. In a custom- 
ary morning-after statement, Hag- 
gerty was mystified how the Senate 


on 
workers earning 
and exempt 


of wage 
less than $1,000 yearly, 


from excise taxes the privileged few 
who operate 


radio networks and 
who are yearly deriving millions in 


wage pI “ofits which represent more 
than 200% and 300% yearly on their | 
Inve stment. | 


| anti- -monopoly rules will go into ef- 


| 
| 


|K. Wheeler, 


| the 
| proceedings. 


| original 


TENING 
MONOPOLY RULES 


Indefinite Postponement of 
Deadline Indicates at Least 
Partial Backtracking on 
Drastic Reforms—Hearing 
on MBS Suggestions Sept. 
12 











HALTS COURT ACTION 








Washington, Sept. 2. 
Willingness to backtrack on some | 
of the proposed drastic reforms is 
seen in last week’s sudden FCC 
postponement of the date when 


| 
| 
| 


The regulators also seem to 
have scored a. tactical victory 
through upsetting NBC and CBS 
| plans to seek judicial help in off- 
setting the contemplated mandatory 
changes in business practice. 

Some softening was _ indicated 
when the Commish decided to make 
the deadline indefinite and to hear 
oral argument Sept. 12 on Mutual’s 
suggestions for revision of the op- 
tion-time commandment. Originally 
the rules were due to take effect 
Sept. 16. Just how far the FCC may 
retreat remains conjectural, but 
there were positive signs the ma- 








| jority has been swayed by protests | 


that the industry will be ruined if 
the option system is outlawed com- 
pletely. Political pressure also has 
been exerted, with Senator Burton: | 
the Senate Interstate | 
Commerce Committee chairman, 
cautioning the hardboiled FCC fac- 
tion to slow down. 


The Commish put NBC and CBS in 
an uncomfortable spot by using the 
Mutual petition for modification of 
rules an excuse for further 
It has been an open 
the two senior webs 
would rather go into court with an 
attack on the reasonableness of the 
reforms than to base their 
judicial fight solely on the matter 
of FCC jurisdiction to enforce such 
verbotens. 

By suspending enforcement and 
inviting all and sundry to offer sug- 
the regulators are trying to 


as 


secret that 


cestior ¢ 





show they have no desire to take 
action which the courts might con- 
demn as ‘arbitrary and capricious.’ 
The senior nets now are almost hbe- 
reft of any reasons to squawk about 
the reas¢ ynableness of the rules. With 
enforcement indefinite, there’s no 
way of getting an injunction and 
the regulators have greatly bolstered 
their position for any judicial test 
of strength. 

Even if the Commish stands pat - 
the end, there is no doubt NBC : 
CBS, with the help of sabe ee 
Wheeler, are entitled to cut one 
notch in their guns. In getting the 
regulators to entertain suggestions 
for changes, they have demonstrated 
the force of the argument that the 
initial proposals were hastily con- 
ce i 

Compromise Probable 

The Commish is ready to rec- 

nize the need of some exc vity 

dv ‘knowledge that netv ks 

ist e a Ci ( a spe ed 
amo of affiliate time In ge 
eral, the prospective compromise fol- 
ows the recommendations adv ‘ed 
by Mutual, though the regulators do 
not seem inclined to adopt all of 
the limitations which MBS feels nec- 
essary to its well-being. The regu- 
lators will be sympathetic to an op- 
tion-time formula basically conform- 
ing with the MBS proposal, with 
various details still to be settled 
after the public airing next week. 

A two-year license also is agree- 
able to the bulk of the Commission, 
as was hinted during recent con- 
fabs between the network people 
and Chairman James L. Fly, Gen- 
eral Counsel Telford Taylor, and} 
others from the regulatory body. | 
This would mean that affiliation | 
contracts could run for 24 pengnteiy 
since the idea behind the regula- 
tions was that it is illegal to make 

(Continued on page 40) 


| 
over last year. 


in which 
enumerated varied program features. 








Imiodiction i in Television Field 


Still Up in Air: 


Equity Claims 


It and Charges AFRA Is Stalling 





IBEW Files Charges 
Vs. WSJS, With NLRB 


Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 2. 
A charge of unfair labor practices 
by the Piedmont Publishing Co., has 


been filed with the National Labor | 


Relations board by International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
Winston-Salem. The charge grows 
out of a disagreement at WSJS, 
owned by the publishing company, 
and was filed on the heels of a strike 
staged by the engineering staff of 
the station on Aug. 25 that took, 
WSJS off the air for several hours. 

The union now charges that the 
station has refused to bargain with 
it as the representative chosen by a 
majority of the technicians at WSJS. 


RADIO HYPOES 
OHIO FAIR B.0. 


2. 





Cincinnati, Sept. 

Widespread publicity given 
most radio stations in this state con- 
tributed to the success of the 9Qlst 
Ohio State Fair at Columbus, which 
closed Friday (29) with a week’s at- 
tendance of 286,686, a gain of 26,146 
Stations carried a 
series of four-minute transcriptions 
state and fair officials 


It was the first time such free blurb- 
ing was broadcast. 

This year’s grandstand show, a 
musical calvacade styled ‘By Dawn's 
Early Light’ and presented by WLW 
Promotions, Inc., set an all-time rec- 
ord for the fair. Win Kinnan, fair 
manager, reported that the gross was 
$25,385.40 for seven nights and a 


Sunday afternoon performance 
Previous high, he said, was $25,125 


for the Hagenbeck-Wallace circus in 
1931. 

Show had 236 people in cast. It 
was written and directed by Howard 
Tooley, who also handled production 
for WLW Promotions. Seat scale 
was from 50c to $1.10. 

Units taking part in the calvacade 
were the Catherine Littlefield Ballet 
(36) of Chicago; the Stella Becker 
Girls (24) of Columbus, and a 40- 
piece band from an American Le 
post in Columbus. Principals 
John Charles’ Gilbert, baritone; 
Charles N. Lum, character man; Joe 
Jackson, tramp cyclist, and Ted and 
Flo Vallette, batonaires. 


WCC0’s Crackerbarrel 


Session for Football 


On 


were 


Minneapolis, Sept. 2 

Capitalizing on the fact that the 
Northwest is football mad, WCCO 
will offer a ‘Grandstand Quarter- 
backs’ pro gram on which outstanding 
Twin City businessmen, known to 
be loyal U. of Minnesota rooters and 
red-hot fans generally, and former 
Gopher stars will be guests for a 


discussion to be broad- 
cast Sundays from 11 to 11:30 a.m. 
It’s believed to be a brand new idea 
for a football program 

On the same format .as ‘Peoples’ 
Platform,’ Rollie Johnson, ace sports 
announcer and authority, will pre- 
side over the discussion. 


free-for-all 


| 
Games played the day before all 


and forthcoming 
over. Spe- 


over the country 
contests will be talked 
cial guests will 
from various schools and old grads. 





Bob Jones Undergoes Op 
Springfield, Mass., Sept. 2. 
Bob Jones, WSPR announcer, was 


stricken with appendicitis early last | 


week. 


Operated on at Ellis hospital, 


| Schenectady. 


'the vz 


by | 


be former players | 





Little progress has been made by 
arious actor unions to solve the 


talent - jurisdiction tangle in the tele- 


| vision field. Joint committee of rep- 


resentatives of the Screen Actors 
Guild, Equity and the American 
Federation of Radio Artists has held 
no more meetings since its forma- 
tion last fall and apparently no con- 
fabs are scheduled. Meantime, with 
television rapidly becoming active. 
some settlement of the question ig 
becoming more pressing. 

With the exception of an edito- 
rial in the last issue of its monthly 
/magazine, Equity has taken no ac- 
tion on the matter. Editorial, which 
merely reiterated Equity’s claim 
to the jurisdiction, was officially 
ignored by SAG and AFRA, at is 
;} annual convention recently in De- 


| troit, AFRA named a committee to 
‘make a comprehensive study of the 
entire matter. 
— frowns from Officials of the 


That drew appre- 


her groups. 
hedeuaee to the Equity heads, the 
three-way joint committee was 


formed last year with the promised 


|intention by AFRA, SAG and Equity 
|to deal with the situation mutually. 
| However, AFRA subsequently asked 


that the committee temporarily re- 
main inactive lest union agitation on 
the television question jeopardize 


| AFRA’s negotiations for a new net- 


work sustaining contract. Joint 


{committee thereupon disbanded and, 


when AFRA _ subsequently was 
asked about reviving it, Emily Holt, 
AFRA executive secretary, invari- 
ably replied that she was too bury, 
either with the Cincinnati strike 
situation, the Detroit convention or 
some other matter, to attend to it. 
AFRA ‘Stalling’ 

Equity officials feel that AFRA 
thus continued to stall. That 
titude was strengthened by the ac- 
tion of the AFRA convention in es- 
tablishing a committee to study the 
problem independently of the joint 
committee and the agreement with 
Equity and SAG. Although AFRA’s 
investigation is announced to be a 
purely factual study of what em- 


at- 


ployers are active in television, what 
branch of the entertainment field 
most performers are from, etc., 


7 


Equity figures the AFRA report will 


hardly give the radio union the 
worst of it. 
Neither Equity or SAG is inclined 


to demand unlimited jurisdiction in 


Equity claims its charter 


television. 

gives it a prior claim on the rep- 
resentation, since both the SAG and 
set jurisdictions in their fields 


re granted by the older group and 
the matter of television is not men- 
tioned in the charter of either. How- 


ever, they view with misgivings 


| AFRA’s apparent intention of trying 


to establish claim to representation 
in the fieid, regardless of its promise 
to deal with the question through 
he it committee. 

It is conceded by Equity people 
that because AFRA deals with and 
has contracts with such television 
as NBC and CBS, the 
radio ur is in some respects bete 
able to deal with the question. 

also admitted that all matters 
jurisdiction are decided by the 
A’s international board. He 
ever, both Equity and SAG believe 
they have rights in the matter and 
they are resentful of AFRA‘s ap- 
parent determination to grab juris- 
diction. They also dislike the way 
the radio union has continually 
stalled any further chance of joint 
action by the three-way commit- 


tee. 


Bill Von Zaley to Head 
MCA’s Coast Radio Dept. 


Bill Von Zaley left for California © 


joir 


employers 
iion 
ter 
It 
of 
Four 








| yesterday afternoon (Tues.) to take 
over 


direction of Music Corp. of 
America’s Coast radio department. 
| Von Zaley doesn’t replace anyone. 
| He was formerly with WINS in New 
} York. 
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Inside Stuff —Radio 





Variery was used to tee off a plug and the paper itself was given a boost | 
fn an advertisement prepared by Leighton & Nelson and read by Col. Jim | 


Healey. commentator, on an evening WTRY, Troy, program for Central 
Supger Markets. Message was phrased as follows: **Varisry, went the old 
adage, is the spice of life.” Varrery also is a theatrical trade journal that 
comes out every week and is virtually a Bible for show folk in every field. 


For as long as I can remember, the weekly VAriery carried a small ad for | 
a London restaurant which modestly boasted ‘The best coffee in England.’ | 


Since the blitz, the ad has been missing. I've wondered if the coffee house 
had been a bomb victim. Maybe we'll never know for sure—but the lack 
of that small ad proclaiming “The best coffee in England’ aroused my curi- 
osity. Of course, anyone who has ever traveled in Britain, or on the 
Continent, will tell you that getting a good cup of coffee is almost an Im- 
possibility over there. Fortunately, it’s no trouble at all around these 
parts, for Central Markets have Sweet Life Coffee at all of their 12 big 
markets—and you can’t find finer coffee—no matter how much you pay 
for it.’ 


When Byron McGill, KDKA’s, Pittsburgh, sales promotion manager, ac- 
companied Rosey Rowswell, who broadcasts Pirate games over KDKA 
and WWSW, to Washington, Pa., to take pictures of a baseball game 
sponsored by Wheaties recentiy, he never expected to be carried out un- 
conscious. But that’s what happened. While McGill was taking movie 
shots of youngsters scrambling into the field, the second baseman threw 
a ball to the catcher. The catcher missed it and the ball caught McGill 
on the left eye, knocking him cold. Among the spectators were a nurse 
and doctor, who rushed him to the Washington hospital. 

When McGill came to, he saw Lloyd Chapman, KDKA news editor, 
bending over him anxiously. So that the evening wouldn't be a total loss, 
he directed Chapman to finish out the film, with pictures of the operating 
room, including the patient, in the throes of being treated for a forehead 
wound and a badly bruised eye. 





New York script writers are considerably miffed at a major agency’s 
practice of discriminating against writers at this end when it comes to 
paying off on scripts for a show which originates from Hollywood. These 
writers complain that the agency has for years gone out to the Coast 
months before the program’s new season was due to start and paid top 
prices for scripts, and then later turned to New York writers for fill-in 
continuities at much lower prices. In other words, the N.Y. writers feel 
that if the account involved can afford to pass around $1,000 per script in 
Hollywood it should maintain the same fee level in New York, and not 
the $500 limit as has been the policy. 





Philly radio execs are singing the praises of a competitor, Dr. Leon 
Levy, prexy of WCAU, who is now on duty as head of the radio section 
of the U. S. Naval Intelligence. On the job for less than two weeks, Dr. 
Levy has cleared aside all the red tape and petty annoyances which made 
it teugh for any radio man dealing with the navy. 

He arranged for the broadcast of the launching of the first vessel at the 
Cramp’s Shipward, at Port Richmond, here. 
it took days of conferences and arrangements before lines could be in- 
stalled into yards where naval vessels are under construction. Now a 
letter or a teleprone call to ‘Doc’ and you're all set. 

Camp Wolters, Texas, has been found by broadcasters to be a hotbed 
of talent. Latest use of the soldiers on the air was when KRLD, of Dallas, 
took some of Uncle Sam’s boarders to the Baker hotel lobby in Mineral 
Wells and gave a show which was put on the air. The players were Mike 
Sweeney, formerly with Chicago Civic Opera for six years; Don Kyser, 
former vocalist for Horace Heidt’s band; Jimmy Chapman, formerly with 
Jan Garber’s orck; Bob Tiffany, from Ted FioRito’s band; Art Davis, 
Johnny (Scat) Davis’ trumpet-playing brother, and Frank Livingston, 
Scat’s piano player before the draft hit. 

Jerry Danzig, publicity director of WOR, New York, started last week 
to send periodic personal circular letters to several hundred radio editors 
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Michigan's 
Greatest Star 


Michigan’s 
Greatest Station 





THE GOODWILL STATION 


BASIC STATION... COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
G. A. Richards, Pres. « Leo Fitzpatrick, Vice Pres. 
Edward Petry & Company, inc., National Representative 





Prior to his appointment, 
| 









of out-of-town newspapers. They are to be informal, off-the-record and 
intended as background stuff to the station’s regular publicity. First let- 
ter, sent Thursday (28) dealt with the recent death of Floyd Neale; the 
| station’s new FM transmitter: caricatures with the mat service; new han- 
dling of program changes and an invite to be guests of WOR when visit- 
ing New York. 

Pat Barnes, early morning performer on WEAF, N.Y., is circulating 
among hospitals in that area albums containing some 5,000 postal cards 
lhe has received from vacationists this summer. Several weeks ago Barnes 
| gagged during a program that since this was vacation time he ought to be 
| getting some postal cards from his listeners while on their vacations. The 
cards poured in by the mailbag and Barnes started putting them up in 
|albums, and the albums increased accordingly 





Cowles newspapers—Star Journal and Tribune—now have no less than 
five column writers on WCCO, CBS station in Minneapolis. They're George 
Grim, Star Journal radio editor; and Cedric Adams, Virginia Safford, 
Charlie Johnson and Jimmy Robinson, also columnists and department 
editors on the two sheets. 

Merle Potter, film editor and columnist on another Cowles’ newspaper, 
the Times, has a WMIN program. 





WPEN, Philly, has added a novel twist to the introduction of its ‘950 
Club’ show of recorded popular music. The program is divided into 15- 
minute portions, with each one featuring the platters of a single name 
band. At the start of the 15-minute period, the bandleader is heard intro- 
ducing his own program. This has been done by tke recording of the 
baton-waver’s voice, plugging the program and introducing the disc jockey. 
The stunt had its initial bow Aug. 18 with Vaughn Monroe. 





Axis, almost created qa situation in a near-Yorkville German-type restau- 
rant when he had the string band play a medley of Jerome Kern music. 

He finally requested one of Kern’s more recent tunes, ‘The Last Time I 
Saw Paris,’ which the maestro-——-whether for reasons of discretion or other- 
wise—disclaimed knowing, whereupon the radio man started to put up an 
‘indignant customer’ squawk. 





As an exploitation idea, WOR execs recently had painted on the roof of 
the New York building in which its studios are located the designation 
‘WOR—Dial 71’ in white letters several feet high. Fact that it could be 
seen from transport planes several miles away pleased the execs—until 
they realized it would also make an ideal target for possible air raid 
attack. In view of Mayor LaGuardia’s agitation for civilian defense 
planning, the boys are now pretty unkappy about the whole thing. 





J. M. Mathes agency declared last week that Schick Razor will go through 
with its sponsorship of ‘Duffy’s Tavern’ on a guaranteed 26-week basis, 
starting Sept. 18, and that there is no reason for any one connected with 
the show to worry about the Schick connection being cut short because of 
the material priorities situation. The CBS hookup, it was added, will be 
62 stations, whereas last season ‘Tavern’ had 55 stations. The time will be 
Trursday, 8:30 to 8:55 p.m. 


Jack Hylton, the London maestro, who, getting U. S. radio scripts for 
| usage over BBC, got 39 more from Eddie Cantor, with the latter’s com- 
| pliments as a salute to Britain’s courage in the crisis. These are reenacted 
|abroad by BBC players, with credit. It’s ali part of the British stiff- 
|upper-lip campaign for national morale. 








By special permission, Bob Campbell, WCCO, Minneapolis, announcer, 
was allowed to have his selective service physical examination two weeks 
ahead of induction. The examination revealed what was unknown to 
Campbell before—that, due to a fracture when he was a youngster, he 
can’t turn one hand completely palm upward. He was rejected for service. 


Unique arrangement has Val Bjornson, KSTP, Minneapolis, staff news 
analyst, appearing regularly on program of a competing Twin City sta- 
tion, WLB. Moreover, he’s presented as ‘KSTP news commentator.’ ‘WLB 
is University of Minnesota non-commercial station. 





Miami station WQAM's Norman MacKay, as a promotion stunt, sent out 
boxes of native limes as ‘a little something for your iced tea; can also use 
it on fish, and also goes swell in pie or gin..’ 





KROW's, Frisco, latest contribution to national defense is an auto wind- 
shield sticker, designed by manager Phil Lasky, reading ‘Climb in, Buddy, 
you defend the U.S.A., here’s a lift along the way.’ 

Call letters of KGFI, Brownsville, Texas, were changed with FCC per- 
| mission to KEED. Station is owned and operated by the Eagle Broadcast- 

ing Co., on 1490 kilocycles with a power of 250 watts. 

WCOP, Boston, has been gradually dropping its foreign language pro- 
grams, ‘Only four now remain and they will leave the air as their con- 
tracts expire by fall,’ explained manager David Lasker. 


; ; . ; | 
A somewhat volatile radio adman, whose feelings are anything but pro- 


—. 


Lucas & Jenkins Deny 
Have Deal for WGST: 


Pickard Group Ditched 


Atlanta, Sept. 2 
Sam Pickard and his associates in 





| Southern Broadcasting tations, 


| which has WGST under operating 
lease, have so far given no indica- 


tion whether they will resort to legal 
action in opposing Governor Eugene 
Talmadge’s leasing of the outlet to 
Lucas & Jenkins, theatre owners. 
Deal with L. & J. is supposedly for 
10 years at $50,000 a year. 

Lucas & .enkins denied today 
(Tuesday) thar they had a direct 
interest in the renewal of the sta- 
tion’s license with the FCC, but they 
were merely concerned with co- 
operating with Georgia Tech, the 
licensee, in protecting its interest in 
the outlet. Pickard’s group has 
already filed a petition with the FCC 
as intervenor in the renewal and 
| transfer approval proceedings. 

Rumor had it that the governor 
had called Pickard in some weeks 
ago and gave him a choice of signa- 
turing a release for a sum of $5,000, 
or losing the station immediately. 
Pickard, a former CBS v.p., subse- 
quently took up the situation with 
James L. Fly, FCC chairman, but it 
is not known what satisfaction he 
got from that quarter. The South- 
ern Broadcasting Stations’ lease with 
WGST, which is licensed to the 
State of Georgia, has until 1950 to 
go. The state has been getting 
about $30,000 a year as a result of 
this contract. 





Storm Levels Antennas 


Of Two K.C. Stations 


Kansas City, Sept. 2. 

A 75-mile an hour wind, which 
climaxed widespread rain and elec- 
trical storm in this area last week 
(25), destroyed two antenna towers 
of KMBC, both located in rural 
Johnson County. Same __ storm 
toppled the tower of KCKN atop the 
Kansan Bldg. here. 


Newest KMBC tower, a 544-foot 
vertical radiator, partially demol- 
ished a two-story frame house when 
it toppled. It also leveled high ten- 
sion wires and power in the area 
was shut down. Station was off the 
air for eight hours. 

KCKN was able to continue broad- 
cast without loss of time, but with 
a weakened signal. 








Red Cross Sponsoring 
‘Whispering’ Jack Smith 


‘Whispering’ Jack Smith, on NBC 
until recently and still on some of 
that net’s television programs, began 
|a new sponsored series over WMCA, 
iN. Y., Monday (8). He has been 
bought by Red Cross Shoes for two 
five-minute song periods daily, 11:55- 
12 noon, 6:25-6:30 p.m., Mon.-thru- 
| Fri. 

Set direct. 








+ 





NBC Would Switch 
Winchell From Red 
To Blue on Coast 





NBC *:Blue has approached Lennen 
& Mitchell, agency on the Jurgens 
| account, on the idea of switching the 
repeat of the Walter Winchell pro- 
gram from the Coast Red to the 
Coast Blue. Winchell then would be 
following the Jack Benny program, 
whose recorded version is slated to 
go over the Pacific Blue from 8:30- 
9 p.m., local time. Agency has given 
no indication of warming to the 
idea, 

‘The Parker Family,’ another 
Jurgens-Woodbury program, would 
move along to the Pacific Blue, com- 


> eas 


SCRIPPS-HOWARD 
RADIO, INC, 


WNOX 





ing immediately after the Winchell KNOXVILLE~ 
repeat. Winchell is now heard via TEN NESSEE 
the Blue in the east. 5000 W. DAY; 
500 W. NI 
Sy 


Sam Browns Apart 


Sam Brown, announcer at WMCA, 
New York, advertised yesterday 
(Tuesday) in the N. Y. Times that 
he will not be responsible for debts 
incurred by his wife, Dawn. 





gure 





POR ee on? 
He declined to say whether or not NATIONAL REPS: 
he and his wife are separated or if f} 
he is contemplating divorce. She Y 
is understood to be a former show- i 





girl, 
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WORKS FOR A LIVING /” 











...and so do Saturday Morn- 


ing Programs—on NBC 
RED. Here’s how Shinola 
proved it and profited - - - 


Remember the old tune that went: 
“NOBODY listens to the radio on 
Saturday mornings“? 

Hecker Products Corporation heard 


- it back in March, 1940—and didn’t 


believe it! They knew that people 
bought more food and groceries on 
Saturdays than on any other day of 
the week...and decided they'd like to 
talk to them just before they bought! 

So Hecker started to advertise 
Shinola Shoe Dressings on Saturday 
mornings on NBC RED—the network 
most people listen to most. They 
chose a half-hour dramatized pro- 
gram, a program of evening calibre, 
“Lincoln Highway.” 


Here’s what happened... 


C. A.B. RATING DOUBLED AND RE- 
DOUBLED! In little more than six months, 
“Lincoln Highway’s’ audience had 
doubled. Nine months later, that record 
had doubled! 

SALES INCREASE 20 to 25%."... For 
the past several months, writes J. B. 
Forsyth, General Manager of Hecker’s 
Shoe Polish Division, our different types 
of polish under the Shinola name have 
registered consistent gains of 20 to 25 





WHAT HOOPER FOUND 
—IN 29 CITIES 


1747 homes, in 29 cities, were phoned by 
Hooper investigators, the week of February 
23, 1941. From the responses of 312 veri- 
fied listeners, and $42 verified non-listeners, 
Hooper found 65% greater use of Shinola 
among the “Lincoln Highway” audience 
—an increase clearly traceable to radio 
alone. Question was: ““What brand of 
Shoe Polish is used in your home?” Tally: 
SHINOLA was mentioned by 62% of the 
listeners...and by only 37% of the non- 
listeners! 


per cent ahead of last year. In large part, 
we attribute this to the sales response 
to ‘Lincoln Highway’.” 

CONTRACT RENEWED. At the end 
of a full year, contract was signed for 
another full year on NBC RED. 

..AND 14 NEW STATIONS ADDED. 
With the addition of 14 mew stations to 
the network last May, Shinola’s “Lincoln 
Highway is now heard over 75 stations 
of NBC RED. 


— And here’s WHY it 


happened ! 


1. Over 80% of U. S. radio families 
are ‘reachable’ by radio during 
any Saturday morning half-hour, 
You get ‘evening type’ audiences 
at daytime rates! 


ad 


On Saturdays people have more 
cash to spend than any other day 
in the week. 

3. More than 40% of all groceries 
are bought on Saturdays... and 
69% of all Saturday’s grocery sales 
are made after noon! 


This particular story happens to cover 
Saturday mornings. But the same thing 
is equally true on Sunday... or 
Thursday...or any other day or 
night in the week—namely, any time 
is good time on NBC RED! 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 


NETWORK 


THE NETWORK -MOST PEOPLE 
LISTEN TO MOST 
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*JUBILEE’ 
Duke Ellington, Ethel Waters, Hall 
Johnson Choir, Juanita Hall Choir, 


‘THE GREAT GILDERSLEEYVE’ 
Harold Perry, William Randolph 
Comedy Serial 


20 Winks 


Hamtree Harrington, Flournoy 30 Mins. WNEW ‘(New York) ought to 
Miller , KRAFT’S PARKAY MARGARINE take the pledge. That is, as far 
Songs, Band, Comedy | Sunday, 6:30 p.m. i ntervi by its phonograph 
60 Min.s | WEAF-NBC, New York pete ned. ‘This foes 
CBS FOREC AST NO. 12 (Needham, Louis & Brorby) | fo. the p itter p nners on the 
Friday, 9 p.m. (Once) ‘Mr. Meek’ now has his counter- + Ph tan fk babeul 
, on * y y | ° Tr} ) P ywther ations, Oo, it recen 
WABC-CBS, New York | part in radio He’s Throckmorton | otnet ; : : : WNEW’ 
<1 3 a , ioe aT P. Gildersleeve, the central char-| examples happen to tp scsi ling 
A; olumbia accorded the last (No.' scter in this serial. That should Martin Block and Stan Shaw, 
12) of its Forecast cnatiigs = eng .. complete that particular cycle as far and Jerry Lawrence at WOR. 
this all Negro progran . t wa 1 as network comedies are concerned Block's s¢ ion with Mitchell 
pretentiously woraed and O..luw JY) ay aonotar € Gildersleeve v ‘ a on 
. : ’ ne irac I I 1ersi¢ € Ww: A. 9c WAS pI mpro nent ove! 
touted, but it didn’t sum up as the lon ot gorge | cabin ade thn nee APTS WAS 8S ee 
. . . +, I l 1 and ie y\V iO} a il ii - ha a u1 } » , ( m: 
prime cut in American Negro enter-! , v8 McGee and Molly’ program | the one Ww ith Benny G riage ae 
tainment. No question about the cine oo Pe ae a hin oe but it boiled down to a plug for 
. , iroia »} pliayvs im ‘ ; m ; 
talent being there. All the melli- yyoe 1 been able to find itself a summer resort and Ayres’ lat- 
: > 4] Vi K Mas O¢ é ni (s | a ‘ 
fluous orating of the narrators ‘(one mething of a groove in radio est record. Lawrence didn't do 
from New York - . ae Rb there’s no reason why ‘The Great} any better with Will Bradley, 
rw . } »groes . . ’ ’ M4 ] : . ‘ea ¢ 
Holly wood one orn SC meh €S’ | Gildersleeve’ can't do as well, if not and worse with George Hall and 
couldn’t overcome the one handicap atiee Dolly Dawn. For instance, in 
: itself evident rougho 79,3 — , , : ’ = <a ‘ 
the — "Tees bears agg gg ‘Gildersleeve’ is written with the the case of Miss Dawn much of 
a ews the ee cf broadest strokes. The character is| jhe time was taken up recalling 
<a aye) ) ats) i1terial at as . ae ° I ree « iS 4 ~ 
absence of ee ‘| a pompous windbag, but withal katte neeiteain tom tad Gon 
helped lift Duke Ellington and gles, ; s : popularity contests she had wo! 
Ethel Waters Mesin seant thigh good-natured and endowed with an| 97 and 38 And if that 
on — tt = ie steer fic Id idiotic laugh. All the author has to} A 6f SNC. ..00. — a: a. 
ne ol 7 f x4 eons we the GO With each episode is build up his | Goesnt give you a rougn ides 
et 1 , peril cing rive oo a character for a fall. In the initial| of how dull these interviews can 
allads with whicl he has ‘ ad "9 eee eee. |g etter 
sh ae corel gts sacs edit poe episode (31), Gildersleeve geis him-; be, Stan Shaw gave a pretty 
a See ee en tes’ | Celt in dutch with a dyspeptic, dour good demonstration of touching 
Miss Waters had to get along with ; spot et bagel mh ‘ ‘ AR 
‘There'll Be Some Changes Made,’ old fellow, while on a Pullman, and bottom the night he quizzed two 
i ( > ranges WNiaae, . ine ei . Te - an a ate : é : : é 
Crucifixion’ and ‘Georgia On My it turns out that the latter 1 : aon dairymen from Nebraska. prize 
mace 49 ione . "face ' x 1c | ° ’ 9 
Mind.” Ellington may have the | JUSS assignied =” 8 a, ee winners in a local milkmans 
iy in makin = tee ef woke Gildersleeve figures as the proposed nntest “he noint at which Shaw 
este. iil or Ra — . row . te : executor of an estate. The material contest. he pt it wn non a 
ane 1 meek mt es tan wie ay A a (Fa 1, bs was compounded mostly of stock] disappeare - uncer A : , 
free ro dip into his old and in-| S}‘¥auions and slapstick. The kids} when he asked the engl », anc 
4 > « ” . . se: ’ ’ 1 . —— So . ’ . , hal ¢ 
imitable hn sl us especially should like ‘Gildersleeve.’| their wives, what they n .d had 
att te ate | Also those adults who can get a for breakfast that morning. A 
The New York half of the show, | j, , ae ‘ By: . 
: a ; ' laugh out of double entendres on hot topic for 2:30 a.m. So a hint 
which came first, shaped up as an|, ie ‘ ire 
: : +>... the theme of girdles and foundations. ~asnects:s when approached 
res yalead f the Neg to prospects: wh pI 
interesting cavalcade of the Negro! ,.. s yt et ye ! 
“ } 4 For this series the main character Prien mv ll - bring 
in A “ic rte n but < sither run like hell or bring 
In merican entertainment, ut a % Z 7 ‘ elth 
A Segellncapsi has been posed as the head of the 3 caiethends Seems a3 
namby-pamby illustration of actual = rusian 2 ee . Re : your script writer. Seems as 
lish Ppdeee ve mage hag eater weg Gildersleeve Girdle Co., which, if . -. eames medial it 
accomplishment. gain e barrier| anything, goes to show how broad- though some songwriter oug 


on material scuttled a good idea.) 
When it came to recount the part! 
that the Negro had played in the} 
birth and development of the blues| 


minded radio must be getting. Leon- 
ard L. Levinson, who co-authored 
with Don Quinn for Fibber & Molly, 
gets air billing as sole author here. 


the orchestra had to content itself | The sales copy stresses Parkay 
with a chord here and there that| Margarine’s tri pages a 

ceemiiind tie thn thane tat eatin | Margarine’s triple use as a bread | 
é e Ss, Dut NOTNINS | spread, seasoning and_ shortening, 


of ‘St. Louis Blues,’ ‘Memphis Blues’ 
or ‘Basin St. Blues.” The same ap- 
plied to the flitting pages dealing 
with the early emergence of rag- 
time and jazz. Where the tracings | 
did provide some meaty substance | 
were in the footnotes on the old- 
time minstrel show. Flournoy Mill- | 
er, of the famed team of Miller and 
Lyles, and Hamtree Harrington, an- 
other Negro comic of high repute, 
were there to do a swell exhibition 
of endmen. 


min A,’ Odec. 





‘UNITED WE STA 

Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 

KMOX, St. Louis 
Jerry Hoekstra, chief of the Pub- 


CBS outlet, cooked up a swell idea 
to acquaint natives with 
actually being done in national de- 
fense work in this area which boasts 


Orson Welles got into the pro-| the largest small arms plants in the 
ceedings from Hollywood. His in- U.S. With the co-op of execs of the 
troduction sounded more like a plea} St. Louis Ordnance District, Hoek- 
than an affirmation of one artist’s| stra was given the okay to visit all 
conviction in the talents of another | defense plants for a series of pro- 
artist, or race of artists, but in| grams. Initialer concerned activities 


either case the comment must have 


- : ; , in the Western Cartridge Co.’s plant 
inspired some inner probing among 


those on the inside of the industry.| and workers treked to the studio to 
Miss Waters was picked up from! participate in the program. 

the Biltmore theatre, Los Angeles,| There was plenty of snap in the 
where, it was said, she was rehears-| announcements at the start of the | 
ing for ‘Mamba’s Daughter.’ Her} program and some flag rallying stuff 
Qnly accompaniment was a piano.| also was pulled. Program, inter- 


Even with that off-the-elbow mate- 
rial she was still the sterling per- 
former. 

Duke Ellington struck his richest 
returns as an interpreter of the 
modern musical idiom with his own 


spersed with martial music and the 
roll of drums at frequent intervals, 
revealed, without disclosing any 
military secrets, what is being done 
at this plant. 

Realism was injected when a num- 


arrangement of ‘Flamingo.’ ‘Jumpin’| ber of machine guns were fired to 
Pumpkins,’ composed by his son.| demonstrate that no ‘dead’ shells are 
Mercer, allowed for crack exploita-| turned out in the plant. An ex- 
tion in an entirely different mood. | Planation, easily understood by the 


layman, is made of how mechanism 
measures the velocity of bullets. 
Sahu 


_ The choir singing from both New|} 
York (Juanita Hall) and Holly- 
wood (Hal Johnson) accounted for 
some of the most delightful moments | s 4 
of the hour. The Hollywood cast in-| constant 


L reference to ‘The Tree of 
cluded a monologist, Wonderful Hope.’ 


This wishing talisman, whose 


Smith. His routine consisted of a legend among Negro performers has 
telephone call to Uncle Tom inj} never before been exploited on the 
heaven. Radio audiences being as| air, stood in front of the old Lafay- 


diverse as they are in reactions to 
such themes, somebody in Holly- 
wood was taking quite a chance. 
The cavalcade made _ frequent 
mention of Negro personalities that 


ette theatre in Harlem, and was re- 
cently demolished by a car. 

; Radio will some day be enriched 
with a program composed entirely of 
Negro artists, but it’s quite doubtful 


— risen to stage fame, but the} whether this Columbia incident will 
ing that must have tickled the! serve as the pattern or inspiration. 


fancy of many a listener was the Odec. 
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KDYL’s new 5000-watt 
broadcasting pattern fits the inter- 
mountain population setup like a 
glove. 


directional 


Ample power, directed where 
it does the most good! 


KDYL 


SAL LAKE CITY 


NBC 
RED 
NETWORK 


bea a ae eee we SSE PS ee SOW OE LY YES: SOUSA 


and the claim that each ounce of the} 
product contains ‘9,000 units of vita- | 


lic Affairs Dept. of this 50,000-watt | 


what is| 


be eble to make a topical tune 
of Dan Parker’s ‘Leave Us Go 
Root for the Dodgers, Rodgers.’ 
Parker is No. 1 on the sports 
page for the N. Y. Mirror.... 
From one to two a.m. continues 
to WOR’s nicht time weak- 
ness, and WHN hops up to 50,- 

000 pretty soon. It’s the witch- 
| hour when Tommy Tucker and 
Irv Carroll put the whammie on 





be 


| the joint with their unending 
plugs of ‘World on Fire’ and 
| ‘Ain’t No Chorus’ Where do 
| a lot of these sustaining sum- 


mer resort bands go in the win- 
ter. Never mind, because a 
| Capehart couldn’t make some of 


’em sound good. 
Shudders of the week: That 
whatisit accent Yvette has de- 


veloped. . 


Fokow-Up Comment 3 


SS > = = titted 


Hanson W. Baldwin, military expert 


lof The New York Times, partici- 
pated in a University of Chicago 
Roundtable from New York over 


NBC-Red on ‘Two Years of the War.’ 
Baldwin, who emphasized the views 
he expressed were his own, started 
| somewhat as though he were writing 
for The Times, reading from a script 
or speaking from a memorized talk. 
Used phrases arresting 1n print but 


| 


pretty lofty for ra lio ich as ‘a 
bomb falling on the nexus of our 
civilization.’ Professor Avery, of 
Chicago U.. and moderator of half- 
hour broadcast, had the most incisive 
| delivery of the three experts. Peter 
Drucker, economist of Sarah 
Lawrence College and a frequent 
Chicago Roundtabler, was the third. 

Phil Baker proved 1 ‘new’ 


on Rinso-Spry’s Saturday 
morning vaudeville half-hour. Sans 
Beetle and Bottle, he suaver, 
surer, sturdier radio material, more 
approaching the Jack Benny school 
of polished performance, rather than 


comedian 


was 


the heckling formula, now a pretty 

trite pattern. Ken Murray’s ‘Oswald,’ 

too, now the principal funster in- 
] 
lid 


stead of stoogeing for Murray, 


| well on his ow Th Sat. morn 
frolic 1 becoming a great st 
case and merits important grooving 
There’s a nice flair of the uncon- 
ventional about it, from the com- 
mercials (mentioned in last week’ 
Comment) to kidding emcee Jim 
Ameche, such as that bit where 
Kay Thomp OI opserve: he fee 
sorry for him ‘because yur brothe1 
Don Ameche has left nothing el 
for you to invent.’ 


Gilbert, WOV’'s 


Dick record 
jockey, is unique among turntable 
impresarios in that he’s essentially 


a performer. A vaude veteran (for- 
merly Ruth Wimp and Richard B,. 
Gilbert), his vocalizing is big league, 


as he utilizes the platters for or- 
chestral accompaniment, or ‘duets’ 
with the songstress already waxed 
on the disk. It makes for a nice 
effect, especially during the early 
evening Latin-American session 
when Cugat’s recordings are the 


background. Gilbert, incidentally, is 
slated to cut his own album of six 
disks, and may also personal with 
Cugat at the Broadway Paramount, 


both of which factors are being 
sees to check on_ listener 
polling. 





San Francisco.—Fred Fox has left 
his KYA producer-writer berth to 
become radio director for the Frisco 









Community Chest. 


‘FAMILY HOUR’ 


| 
| BEN BERNIE and BAND 


With Gladys Swarthout, Deems Tay- 15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 5:45 p.m. 
| Jor, Ross Graham, Jack Smart, Al! WRIGLEY GUM 


Goodman orch, Chorus 
15 Mins. 
PRUDENTIAL 
Sunday, 5 p.m. 


INSURANCE 


| WABC-CBS, New York 


ries,” Prudential Insurance is reach- | 
ing way down for a mass audience! 
with this folksy presentation of 
cl ic-pop music, with Met con- 
tralto Gladys Swarthout, commenta- 
tor-critic Deems Taylor, baritone 
| Ross Graham, and Al Goodman to 
baton the chorus and orchestra. And 
to sew up the pitch for peanut- 
munching dialers, radio actor Jack 
Smart is present in the guise of 
‘Skeeter’ Russell, a rube visitor to 
|whom everything has to be ex- 





| after 


| opera, 


| the 


& Bowles) 
‘When a Girl 


(Benton 
Replacing its 


plained in one-syllable words. 
Music on the show is to span the 


| liam Wrigley, Jr. Co. on Monday (1), 
Mar- | 


complete range from symphonic and | 


through semi-pop to swing 
and (presumably) even hillbilly. On 
the opening edition Sunday after- 
noon (31), the list included an or- 
chestra-choral version of 
Hungarian Dance No. 5 in swing, 
‘Two Hearts That Pass in the Night’ 


Brahms’ | 


and an aria from ‘Mignon’ by Miss 
Swarthcut, ‘Maria Elena’ by Gra- 
ham, ‘Daddy’ and Liszt’s ‘Liebe-| 
straum’ by the chorus and orches- 
tra, and a swing arrangement of 
‘Loch Lomond’ by the ensemble. In 
addition, there was an appallingly 


sentimental dramatization of an in- 
cident in the life of Robert Schu- 
mann—apparently he did it all for 
little woman. 

Seems dubious whether a program 


| such as this will find a sufficient au- 


dience to warrant the expense, 
which must be considerable. Names, 
such as Miss Swarthout, Taylor, Gra- 
ham and Al Goodman don’t come for 
bottle tops. Yet the effort to ap- 
peal to such an all-inclusive 
ence may result in not appealing 
enough to any. Coming immediately 
the Philharmonic concerts 


| 4:30 p.m.) and the Kostelanetz-Coca- 


| Cola 
| 4:30-5 p.m.), this 


| semi-classic 


| evenly 


bee kr tee ap sane, | 


at Alton, Ill., near here, and officials | 


soon moves back to 
‘Family Hour’ will 
mongrel to classic or 
addicts, while there’s 
little in it to draw swing fans. And 


(which 


rather a 


be 


audi- | 


(3- | 





| 


as opposition, it soon gets ‘Met Au- | 


ditions’ on NBC-Red. 

Although some of the music on 
‘Family Hour’ was excellent, some 
was commonplace and all of it un- 
presented. Miss Swarthout, 


for instance, was impressive with 


| WABC-CBS, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Ben Bernie and al! the Lads 
opened a new five-times-a-week 
quarter-hour commercial for Wil]- 
out of WCAU, Philadelphia, and 
the ensuing eight weeks it 
WBBM, Chicago, over the CBS. It’ 
in the tradition of the ole maestro’s 
yowzah style of intime chit-chat and 
heart-to-heart broadcasting which 
first impressed him 
consciousness in the 
radio. 

Few others have been able to 
simulate that confidential, direct-to- 
you technique which is 
Bernie most assuredly now. It’s a 
strong insurance, indeed, in this 
quarter hour, which is perhaps 50° 
commercial plugging. Its sponsor- 
consciousness is about as subtle as a 
European rapprochement; its plug- 
ging as pointed as the spire on the 
Chrysler Bldg. That’s something 
which certainly must be of Wrigley’s 
doing: Bernie is too good the show- 
man to overdo the welcome. Further- 
more, as a conscientious showman he 
must needs be aware of another 
early-evening maestro — the Fred 
Waring-Chesterfield show, a bit later 
in the day—which more effectively 
achieves the ‘satisfying’ technique in 
commercial copy without totin’ that 
barge and liftin’ that bale. 

None the less, Bernie, as an articu- 
late showman-maestro, glib of 
tongue and facile of phrase, stil] 
managed to crowd in the Bailey 
Sisters with ‘Daddy’; Donald Saxon’s 
‘Yours’ solo, and the Five Marshalls, 
one of those rhythmic singing groups 
(new) with ‘Little Brown Jug.’ 
‘Green Eyes’ was the opener; ‘Good- 
bye Now’ the closer—five numbers in 
all, interspersed with trailers of all 
sorts for the chicle. Finale was 
virtually the same lyrical signoff as 


ior 
out ca 


s 





on tne 
early 


puoiie 
day s of 


vhat serves 


when ‘Pleasant Dreams’ was _ not 
ASCAP-restricted, another musical 
theme being backgrounded. 

Wrigley moves the show to Chi 


after Bernie’s current week in Phila- 
delphia, where he’s at the Earle 
theatre, and most likely a_ hotel 
spot engagement will eventuate co- 
incidentally. Bobby Brown is the 
show’s producer, Walter Preston is 
the director and Eddie Dunn does 
the announcing—i.e., when the ole 
maestro isn’t shilling for Wrigley. 


| Booking of Bernie is for nine weeks 


‘Two Hearts’ and genuinely moving | 


| 


vith the ‘Mignon’ piece. Graham | 
did a pleasant job with ‘Maria| 
Elena. And while Al Goodman's} 


handling of the chorus and orches- 


only, subject to options. This show, 
incidentally, gives the same sponsor 
two full hours of time on the air 
every week, including Gene Autry’s 
‘Melody Ranch’ and ‘Dear Mom.’ 
Abel. 


‘STAIRWAY TO A STAR’ 


tra was expert, the hybrid nature} 
of the arrangements made his a 
| brutal task. As for ‘Daddy,’ that’s 


| ship. 


already been played to shreds on al-| 


most every dance remote or studio 
swing program on the ozone. And 


appealing as it may be as a semi-| 


classic composition, ‘Intermezzo’ is 
also rather threadbare as a theme 
melody for the show. Deems Taylor 
is a proven asset to a musical show 
and he makes a stalwart effort here 
to weld together the divergent in- 
gredients. 

Of course, the Shumann 
bit was an embarrassing lapse 
daytime serial hokum, while 
folksy business about ‘Skeeter’ 
sell was also painfully corny. Idea 
of having all numbers on the show 
requests from Prudential represen- 
tatives or policy-holders was ob- 
vious, but rather shrewd showman- 
So was the commercial copy, 
which was generally institutionalized 


into 
the 


Rus- 


and cleverly aimed to draw mail re-! the 
sponse and, hence, insurance pros-| from ‘Ziegfeld Girl. 


pects. 


dramatic | 


| 


(Judy Garland Biography) 
30 Mins.* 
Saturday, 3:45 p.m. 
BBC, London 

Treatment of the Metro starlet had 
two items of listener interest for 
fans on this side; first had to do with 
her real name, the second covering 
a briefie she made with Deanna Dur- 
bin when both were at the same 
plant. Miss Garland’s paternal affix 
came in for so much play it left the 
impression matter was important 
that the name switch contributed no 
little to her talent. What was in it 
in the way of entertainment is some- 
thing BBC alone can answer 

Metro office here made available 
a number of sound tracks from 
Garland lineup; in this manner the 
brieffie, ‘Sunday Afternoon,’ greeted 


listeners here for the first time, 
along with announcement film was 
| actually made as a test. Other film 
material provided tisteners with 


recollections and a spicy come-on in 
tune ‘Minnie From. Trinidad,’ 
Feature has 


But there’s plenty of fixing! not yet been released here, and this 


to be done before this program is| airing was a good trailer. 


likely to justify its outlay. Hobe. 





San Antonio—Travis Chapman is 


latest addition to staff of KONO as | 


announcer and engineer, 


| 


Studio talent attended to dialog 
sequences, Cecile Chevreau voicing 
capably as Judy Garland. Script on 
the whole was satisfactory, although 
contributing factually little biog- 
raphy material. 
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ROYAL SIGNS 92 
LATIN OUTLETS 


John F. Royal, NBC v.p. in charge 
of International Relations, yesterday 
(Tuesday) stated he had signed con- 
tracts with 92 stations in 20 Latin- 
American countries. These stations 
will compose NBC’s Pan-American 
network. 

Royal has just returned from ry 
20,000-mile tour of South America. 


Mex Prez’s Ist Speech 
To Congress Gets Wide 
Coverage From Radio 











Mexico City, Sept. 2. 

Radio figured prominently in mak- 
ing known to the world the first an- 
nual message to congress and Mexico 
by President Manuel Avila Camacho 
yesterday (Monday). The address is 
a Mexican political tradition every 
Sept. 1, when the new term of the 
federal legislature opens. The mes- 
sage was of exceptional importance, 
in view of the tense world and 
national situation. 


It is estimated that upward of 
5,000,000 persons heard it, in one 
form or another, thanks to radio. 
This time there was the biggest and 
best air service for the address. It 
was broadcast to all parts of Mexico 
by a web headed by local station 
XEW (150,000 watts) and the gov- 
ernment stations. All postal and 
telegraph offices and many public 
schools throughout the republic had 
receiving sets for relaying the broad- 
cast. 

A version in English of the mes- 
gage was broadcast to the U. S. and 
Canada by XEWW, and to Europe 
and other parts of the globe by 
‘Radio Mex,’ powerful Government 
air service, 

CBS and NBS with XEWW broad- 
east comments in English on the 
message in a 10-minute program 
from here by Robert Allen, who has 
served as radio newscaster in Mexico 
since the hot presidential election of 
July 7, 1940. 


BBC Now Under Control 
Of Propaganda Bureau 


London, Aug. 15. 

Although the tie-in has not previ- 
Ously been stressed, recent official 
paper discloses that operations of 
BBC are now under control of Min- 
istry of Information. 

Paper also indicates coin grant 
from Government to BBC amounts 
for current year to $22,500,000, with 
probability of being substantially in- 
creased. Sum is about $4,500,000 
Over income from licences. In the 
past, total grant was always less than 
revenue. 








: lakeGie 


London Calling 


99 44646446444444444444645646 


London, Aug. 20. 
Rudy Vallee drew a special script- 
ing by Roy Plumley around croon- 
er’s rise to radio fame. Thirty-min- 
ute session used discs for the melody 
end, notably these he cut with Car- 
roll Gibbons when on this side. 





Quentin Reynolds handling an- 
other ‘Postscript’ for BBC’s news 
attendees, and Collier’s scribe will 
do a guest appearance on ‘Any 
Questions?’, quiz session. 





Bing Crosby is to greet fans with 
something new when BBC airs six 
discs he cut 10 years ago, but which 
were never retailed this side. Iden- 
tity of the melodies is being kept 
secret till airing time. 





Claude Hulbert guesting on the 
Lucan-McShane hour. 





Michael Redgrave, now in the 
British Navy, guested on Henry 
Hall’s ‘Guest Night’ for his first ap- 
pearance since donning blue. Film- 
ite sang Noel Coward’s latest ditty, 
‘London Pride,’ 





Raymond Gram Swing’s ‘Ameri- 
can Commentary,’ for his first ether- 
ing since return to U.S. from British 


trip, was nixed by technical diffi- 
culties. 


CBC’S ALTERNATE NET 
GETTING ATTENTION 


Montreal, Sept. 2. 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp. re- 
ports plenty inquiries and some biz 
resulting from offer of alternate CBC 
network across Dominion. General 
Manager Gladstone Murray, back 
from England last week, is stated to 
be ready to develop an intensive 
selling campaign on the new air 
lines of the corporation. 

There will be a big bid for US. biz 
and national advertising, but noth- 
ing can be done until it’s clear 
whether the States will continue or 
drop Daylight Savings at the end 
of September. 


Esso’s U.P. News On 
14 Stations in S. A. 


Esso is now broadcasting its news 
programs over 14 stations in Chili, 
Brazil, Argentine and Uraguay, using 











, the United Press service. 


The S. A. schedule is four five- 
minute periods a day. 





Noriega’s Comeback 





Mexico City, Sept. 2. 

Alonso Sordo Noriega has come 
back big as a radio announcer after 
several months’ absence from the 
mike, during which time he was di- 
rector of the government’s press and 
publicity bureau. Noriega, who built 
up a big rep as a narrator, particu- 
larly good at running story coverage, 


is in charge of a new program, ‘El 
Continental,’ the ‘Newspaper of the 
Air.’ which Rip, a disinfectant manu- 
facturing company, is sponsoring 
over local station XEQ_ (50,000 
watts). 

Noriega is at the mike five times 
daily for 15 minutes a shot. 





New Mex. Outlet 


Mexico City, Sept. 2. 

Active radio stations in Mexico 
have been increased in number to 
105 with the inauguration of XETQ 
(5,000 watts) in Orizaba, industrial 
center of Vera Cruz. 

Station is owned by Francisco 
Compas H. Orizaba businessman. 





Mexico Regulates News Broadcasts; 


Censors on Watch for Nazi Tinting 





Mexico City, Sept. 2. 
As there has been so much funny 
stuff going on with regard to broad- 
casts of war news, meddling that 
has included subtle Nazi and other 
un-Democratic tinting, the Ministry 
of Communications and _ Public 
Works, ruler of air affairs in Mexico, 
has taken drastic action to assure 
that only the most impartial news- 
casting is presented by the radio 
stations. These new regulations, it 
appears, will keep the air clear of 
all bias. That is in accordance with 

Mexico’s policy of strict neutrality. 


The Ministry has assigned two 
censor-inspectors to every important 
radio station in the republic to keep 
a strict eye and ear on all war news 
and kindred information that goes 
to the mike. These officials have 
orders to take nothing for granted, 
to make absolutely sure that there 
is no slanting of any kind to news 
that is broadcast. Their job includes 





reading scripts to determine whether 
or not anything objectionable to 
Mexico’s stand for neutrality and 
Democracy has been injected. The 
censors must okay all scripts before 
they go on air. They are also ree 
quired to stick around and check up 
on the delivery of all news and come 
ments of the announcers. 


— 





French ‘Big Sister’ 





Montreal, Sept. 2. 

Starting yesterday (Monday), Cae 
nadian Broadcasting Corp. threw 
open all its Quebee province Frenche 
language facilities to the airing of 
‘Big Sister,’ with the French title 
‘Grande Soeur.” under the sponsore 
ship of Lever Bros. 

‘Grande Soeur’ will run indefie 
nitely five times a week from lle 
11:15 a.m. 
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Earl Steeles. 


family career 


year long. 





Earl Steele, center, shows 
County Agent &. M. Me- 
Intosh @ sample of the 


ects just threshed. Mr. 
Steele is an ardent early 
morning WLW fan. 
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Two hundred miles from Cincinnati; 
near Millersburg, Ohio, Hve the J. 


To students of sociological trends, their 
offers 
events; one son, a graduate of Car- 
negie Tech., tired of the farm; became 
a banker. But one son loved the farm; 
came home from college with practical 
Ideas that worked; that cut down labor; 
increased production. Now the Steele 
farm aids the nation by producing 
grain, or eggs, or fruit, or poultry all 


To those who are interested In which 
stations influence Ohio farmers and 
why they carry influence, the Steele 
family’s listening habits offer cross- 











characteristic 


Dick's engineering 
training at Ohio State 
eame in handy when 
he decided to make 
this labor-saving hay 
mow filler out of an 
old separator blower. 


sectional characteristics. 
believer in crop rotation, keeps an ear 
tuned to WLW for the market reports. 
Mrs. Steele daily enjoys the entire 
“Everybody's Farm Hour”. Their son, 
Richard, a graduate agricultural engi- 


= 


Richard Steele, a modern 
young farmer, finds the 
WLW agricultural programs 
a real help in making the 
Steele farm more profitable. 












Mr. Steele 


neer from Ohio State University, pays 


the “high 
WLW. 


5 4 lt ee 
a cea 4 


e° 1 Mrs. BarlSteeletakes | ~ , 
<i “time out’ to en- j 

i thuse aboutherWLW | 
favorites — “Every- 
body's Farm" withEd 
Mason, and the Con- 
sumer'’s Foundation. 









particular attention to tree and plant 
spraying Information. And all enjoy 


grade entertainment” on 







THE NATION'S 


wost Werchandise-able 
STATION. 
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Payroll Traffic 





Philadelphia — Wally Sheldon, 
WCAU staff announcer, has been 
moved up to the post of assistant 
program director, replacing Harry 
Marble, who left to join the CBS an- 
nouncing staff. Harry MclIlvain, an- 
other mikeman, has taken over a 
fulltime assignment in the produc- 
tion department. Helen Sirus is lat- 
est addition to script department. 

Archie Sichel, engineer of WIBG, 
on Saturday (30) enlisted in the 
U. S. Army. 





Montreal—Canadian Marconi sta- 
tion CFCF has suffered a 25% re- 
duction in male staff as result of the 
war and heavy pressure of enlist- 
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choice of 
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market 
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ager. Glen Smith returns to WLB 
; after a summer at WLOL. WLOL 


Sa 





takes Susan Taylor from WNAX, 
Yankton, S. D., for a 9 am. daily 
spot. WTCN’s sales manager, Lee 
44444444 | Whiting, goes over to WDGY. Ben- 

| edict Hardman has been appointed 
tments, Losses to date include: James | WLOL news editor. Charles Irving 





|Godbehere, from the commercial de-| has left WTCN for free lancing in 
| partment to Sergeant-Observer |Chicago, and Ed Abott, former 
| Royal Canadian Air Force; Allan} wcco announcer, is doing produc- 
|Hammond, announcer to RCAF; | tion work in Chicago. 

|Gordon Young, announcer to Ca- | 

|nadian Army Service Corps; John | Chicago.—Estelle Barnes joins the 


|McGrail, engineering department to program department of W59C, Chi- 
Aircraft Production; Reginald Mc- |cago Tribune and WGN FM station, 
Williams, engineering department to Sept. 21. She was formerly on the 


RCAF; Eric Loyd, announcer, to | musical staff of WAAF. 
|Royal Canadian Navy Volunteer rel 
| Reserve. Youngstown—Joe Edison, better 





| known as Ed Gouran, has returned 
| New York City.—Samuel Bicknell, | to WKBN after a year with WMMN, 
lof the promotion department of | Fairmont, W. Va. 


WOR, New York, has resigned to - 











| join the sales staff of Francis H. Leg-| Dayton—Louis J. Froelich, for- | 

| gett Co. N. Y. He is succeeded by | merly of KLZO, Kalamazoo, has 

| Jack Mohler, recent Princeton grad. | joined the sales staff of WING. 
Robert Barkey, winner of the 

Veteran Wireless Operators’ Assn. Salt Lake City—Bill Baldwin, 

scholarship award in 1939, has} KDYL announcer, leaves for KFWB, 


joined the engineering staff of WOR, | Warners Bros. station in Hollywood, 


New York. |to do a morning show for Automo- 
| tive Supply Distributors. 








Longview, Texas—Bruce Dennis, 
operator at KFRO, has resigned to 
take a similar post with KARK, 
Little Rock. C. M. Garnes, former- 
ly at KFEL, Denver, has joined 
KFKO announcing staff, plus assist- 
ing in sales work. Garnes replaces 
Merril Ash, who resigned to go with 
KPAC, Port Arthur, Texas. 


New York City—Jerome C. Robin- 


joined the sales staff of WWRL, 


Woodside, L. I. 





Fort Worth—John Frank Lucas, 


absence to study dramatics in Bos- 
ton. 








Philadelphia—Gil Newsome, for- 
mer spieler at WFMS, Youngstown, 
has joined the announcing staff of 
WCAU, replacing John Franklin, 
who answered draft call recently. 

George Thomas, WCAU announcer, 
inducted into Army service at Camp 
Meade. 


has’. taken his 


spieler on 


Orleans, over 


duties as 


monies for the new quiz show, ‘What 
Am I?’ 





San Francisco 





San Antonio—Clyde Smith has 
joined the continuity department 
of station KABC, San Antonio. 
Smith was formerly with KNONO. 
Other additions are Buddy Kidwell 
and Walter Starke, control room. 


been transferred to CBS station re- 
lations department in New York. 


Wichita, Kan.—Verne Nydegger, 





a ew musical director of station. His 

ene tae ceees Te news ~ th ~e Nydegger al 0 on mu- 

staff of station WOAI, San Antonio. | -. ve yo i icine dace Kellen lias 

Other recent addition is James} ae pitas } _ a ee 
an. 


Evans, in the control room. 
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Salt Lake City—Aaron Moll, of 
the KDYL Players, added to an- 
nouncing staff of station. 

Mynonah Bailey, formerly of sta- 
tion KID, Idaho Falls, with KUTA’s 
program department. She’ll conduct 
daily quarter-hour women’s program 
under name of June Lee. 

Mark Austad, new in radio, has 
joined the announcing staff of KSL. 
Also new to KSL announcing staff | 
is Howard Flynn, recently chief an- | "8 
nouncer at KLO, Ogden. 

KDYL adds Roy Drushall to an- 
nouncing staff to replace Doug Gour- 
lay, who goes to NBC in San Fran- 


All Around — Standard 
Brands on KSL 


Biz OK 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 2. 
Everythi..g up here, with emphasis 
on the national spot. Local strong, 





tendency toward a shift to 


on a 52-week basis. Great 


sirable slots filled. 








, KDYL: Johnson & Johnson (Tek 
cisco. ee : 

toothbrushes), through Ferry-Manly, 

‘ , shia 185 chain breaks; Road Service Ga- 
Minneapolis—Lee Whiting has left | cor ? 

“ : | rage, participations on Inquiring Re- 
WTCN to become commercial man- | ape . . : 

porter; Salt Lake Glass & Paint Co., 


ager of WDGY. He will also hold | 


the title of assistant to George W. 24 news announcements. 


ducer staff, replacing Bert Winn, | 


“ : nouncements for Standard Furniture 
who has gone to KSFO, Frisco. 2 ae es ; 


Company; 40 one-minute announce- 
ments for Standard Brands. 

KUTA: Hibbs Clothing Co., 52 an- 
nouncements, direct; McClanahan & 
Leeds, 300 announcements direct. 





Greenfield, Mass.—Peter Sherman | 
(Meltzer) is new staff announcer at | 
WHAI. Formerly was with WBRK, | 
Pittsfield, and WLNH, Laconia, N. H. 








Fort Worth.—Ken McClure, pioneer 
| southwestern newscaster from San 


Antonio, has joined the news staff of | 


New Nashvilie Biz 





|KGKO. He replaces Porter Randall. | Nashville. Sept. 2 
who went to KPRC, Houston, as pro- | Dr. Caldwell’s Syrup Pepsin ii - ! 
gram director. a 52-week contract WSM f 

—— | Joe Frank’s ‘Golden West Cowboy. 

Washington.—Hugh Higgins is new| through Sherman & Marquette 
promotion manager for WRC-| Show is 15-minute affair runnin; 
WMAL, twin NBC transmitters. He} Monday through Friday. | 
is former newspaperman and sports-} Plough, Inc.. makers of St. Joseph 
writer and was at one time con-| Aspirin and other medicinal prod- 
nected with KOIL. pamse: purchased ‘Facts, Fashions, and 
| Flickers’ starting Octover 1 rer 

Cincinnati—Al Bland, writer and|WSM. Ann Ford and Otis habian 
producer at WCKY’s Morning Patrol | will handle the news shows which 
series, moved up last week by taking | will be aired five days per week 
on the additional chore of produc-| Contract is for 52 weeks and was 


tion manager, following the resig- 


; placed by Lake, Spiro, & Shurman. 
nation of Beverly Dean. y p é hurmar 


This time purchase by Plough is in 

















Minneapolis—Francis Van Ko-|WSM, which also was inked for 
nynenburg has been appointed gen- year’s renewal. 
eral sales manager for WTCN, one Royal Crown Cola signed with 


of the two Twin City NBC outlets. 
For the last seven years he has been 
the station’s sales manager for the 
Z Paul area. 
| 


WLAC for three 15-minute programs 
per week starting Monday (29). 
Show is to be revival of ‘Musical 
Quiz’ which was aired last year, fea- 
turing Tim Sanders trying to give 
away five dollars per night. 





Minneapolis— Much shifting of 
personne! is occurring among Twin; WSIX peddled ‘Cedric Foster’ lo- 
| City radio stations. Bob Sutton, in| cally to First Federal Savings 
| charge of WCCO music clearance,| Loan Association 
goes to WLOL as production man-' (1). 





ana 
Monday 


startins 
startin g 


Contract is for one year. 





i ontinued 





agreements having longer life than 
the operating permit. 

On the matter of option time, the 
Commish seems disposed to ease 
the rules and incorporate a quanti- 
tative formula that would allow a 
maximum of 12 hours under ex- 
clusive control of one chain in 
major markets. The regulators see 
eye to eye with Mutual on the gen- 
eral proposition that some of the 
optioned time should be available to 
other chains if.unused, but do not 
agree that the tied-up periods should 
not exceed what has been used in 
the past. Nor do they appear sym- 
pathetic to the NBC idea that some 
coverage ought to be allowed to take 
care of possible growth. 


Would Please All Sides 


As indicated by expressions at a 
secret meeting before the summer 
doldrums, the Commish now may 
get together on a scheme that em- 
braces several Mutual ideas, but also 








Dallas—Orval Anderson, of New) 
new | 
the WFAA-| 
KGKO staff. He is master of cere- | 


Jack Cowden, | 
KSFO sales promotion manager, has | 


member of musical staff of KFBI, is | 


too, with former spot users showing | 


quarter-hour production, much of lt 
clamor | 
for good news periods with most de- | 


| | 
| KSL: 13 50-word announcements 
Young, owner of the station. ; eee og 
g, af | for Brigham City Peach Day; 52 one- 
Oakland—Bob Enverick. late of | minute announcements f-r Arthur 
KFI-KECA and KNX. is new mem- | a men’s clothiers; eo 
announcements for Meyer leaners | 
ber of the KROW announcer-pro- | ‘ ‘ 
; P |& Dyers; two 50-word daily an- 


addition to its spot campaign over | 


is designed to please both NBC and 
CBS. The regulators © probably 
would go for a formula that breaks 
the broadcasting day down _ into 


son, recent Cornell graduate, has| three five-hour blocks, a la MBS, but 


want to reserve the right to limit 
further the amount of option time 


whenever it is deemed necessary to- 


protect the public interest. What 


KGKO announcer, is on a leave Of |the Commish would like is a pro- 


posal with the following essential 
features: 

1. Licensees must reserve from 
1 to 1% hours out of each 5-hour 
block for themselves (for local or 
non-network programs). This is 
an MBS idea. 

2. All of the remainder (or from 
3% to~4 hours of each bracket 
could be optioned. 

3. Exclusive or ‘preferential’ op- 
tions could be given on only part 
of the optioned time. 
amount tied up irrevocably by a 
network would depend on the de- 
gree of competition, as was ad- 
vocated by Mutual last fall. The 
exclusive time would not be con- 

| tingent upon what was used in the 


past; if a web previously had 
| placed more programs on an 
affiliate, it would be the loser. 


Maximum of any time block that 


could be tied up under an ex- 
| clusive arrangement probably 
would be three hours in towns 


with four stations, two and a half 
hours in towns with three stations, 
two hours in towns with two sta- 
tions and one and one-half hours 
in towns with a single station. 
This means the aggregate nailed 
down by any chain would be nine 
hours, while in single-transmitter 
communities (assuming anybody 
wanted an exclusive arrangement 
in such a small market) on four 
and one-half hours a day could be 


| 
| 


kept away from competitors. 

4 Along with a two-year li- 
cense, and affiliation contracts of 
the s » duration, there would be 


a privilege of opening negotiations 


for renewal of expiring pacts 
| four months before the termina- 
| tion date. Mutual suggested a 


minimum period of three months 

and a maximum of six 

There is no positive proof the Com- 
mish will incorporate such changes 


in its rules, but the indications are 
very intriguing. General agreement 
on such an idea was reached during 
the July-August huddles, and the 


rouch outline was embodied in a res- 
| olution adopted by the Commish sev- 
eral weeks avo. 
FCC Majority Erred 
From all angles, it seem 
} Commish 


decreed the er 


that Fly 
majority 
d of all 
With for- 

Thomp- 
bloc, off 
now seems 
three to three on the mat- 
further major concessions. 
Commissioner Ray C. Wakefield, the 
rookie who joined only a few days 


options and exclusivity 
mer Comm ione} Fred I 
of majority 
the Commish 


n. member 
pane 
» be split 


er of 


before the monopoly report was 
adopted, has given signs he feels | 
mistakes were made and is ineclin- 


ing more and more toward the posi- 
tion of Commissioners T. A, Craven 
and Norman S. Case, who filed a 
vigorous minority report warning 
the reforms would lead to chaos. 

Indefinite postponement of 
rules was ordered by Commissioner 
Craven, under terms of an order en- 
tered more than four weeks ago. 


Given authority to entertain any pe- | 


tition requesting modification of the 
| proposed regulations, he scheduled 
the argument for Sept. 12, stipulating 
| that 
Dete 
The 


t} t the reou 


Commish 


] 


announcement 
ations will not go into 
after the disposition of 
‘itual petition and of any other 


of ant Pero. 2! 
erre¢ until 


FCC May Ease-Up On Nets 


Actual | 


any person wanting to partici- | 
must give notice by Sept. 10. | 
said | 








from page 35 


which may be filed.” In a supple- 
mentary statement it was explained 
that ‘reasonable time will elapse after 
disposal of this and any other peti- 
tion offered on that occasion (the 
time of the argument) before making 
such rules effective.’ 


KSTP, Mpls., Lands 
Another Dept. Store 


Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 

Signing up the Golden Rule, lead- 
ing St. Paul establishment, for a 
daily 15-minute sponsored pro- 
gram, ‘The Wishing Well,’ KSTP 
has added another department store 
to its account. 

Program’s idea is to obtain for the 
store an extensive mailing list of 
birthdays and anniversaries by hav- 
ing listeners-in write in their wishes 
and include birthday and anniver- 
sary information. 





San Francisco—Jack Reid has been 
added to the staff of KHUB, Wat- 
sonville, as production manager. 
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DIALS 
STOP 


and 


STAY 


at 


WSPD 


for 


JEANNE BARGY 


Her personable songs 


and smart Novachord 
arrangements are aired 
each Monday and Wed- 
nesday at 4:45 P.M. 
(EST) over WSPD— 
the 5000 watt, NBC 
Red Basic affiliate. Ask 
KATZ AGENCY to 
this four- 


quote on 


star audience feature. 
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CBS Trying to Break Strong Hold 


Of NBC's Richfield Reporter on Coast 


| 


| 





San Francisco, Sept. 2. 

CBS’ Pacific strategists will un- 
dertake to break down the strong 
hold that the Richfield Reporter 
(NBC-Pacific Red) has on Los An- 
geles listening at 10 p.m. nightly by 
spotting its own William Winter, 
commentator,: against the oil com- 
pany’s news program. Winter will 
be piped nightly from San Francisco 
and his advent will be preceded by 
a promotion barrage urging dialists 
to ‘listen to your favorite newscaster 
—then tune to Winter for analysis.’ 

Columbia also proposes to do 
something to overcome its freezeout 
on football, which has gone exclu- 
sively to the Don Lee and NBC- 
Blue links this fall. It’s to be a 
high-powered program schedule Sat- 
urdays, running from noon to 6 a.m. 

Albers-Milling has switched a half 
hour of its local programming from 
the NBC-Red to CBS, using a mys- 
tery quiz, ‘Whodunit,’ instead of 
thrice weekly sponsorship of H. V. 
Kaltenborn. Time for the show will 
be Thursday, 7:30 to 8 p.m., with 
KFSO feeding it to the complete 
Pacific link plus KSL, Salt Lake 
City. Lord & Thomas is the agency. 


Kastor Agcy. Lining Up 
Flock of Announcement 
Spots for Several Accts. 








Chicago, Sept. 2. 
Kastor agency here is lining up 


stations for a load of announcements | : 
| Railroad, 


for five national accounts. Has fin- 
ished laying out time for O-Cedar, 


running five and six announcements 


weekly, and now rounding up sta- 


tions to plug Four-Way Cold tablets, | b&™8er, 250 announcements; Empire | 


using six announcements weekly, | 
and for Dr. Pierce’s various medi- 
cines, usine four to six announce- 


ments weekly. 


Malto-Meal will be plugged by six 
and more spot spiels weekly, and on|Co., two five minutes daily tf; Mo-|Nat’l Spot.. 4,550 
the Coast the Douglas Oil firm will! line Refrigerator Stores, 


have some announcements 
through the Kastor agency. 





PLOUGH, INC, SIGNS = 


FOR 500 ADS ON KLZ 





Denver, Sept. 2. 
Renewals constituted the big ac- | 


| announcements; 


| Co, through Robertson agency, 34 
Elitch Amusement 
Park, through Robertson agency, 
four half-hours and one quarter- 
hour; Cramer Foot Comfort Store, 
through Ted Levy agency, 12 five 
minutes; American Academy of Ac- 
countancy, through First United 
Broadcasters, 12 five minutes. 





Comparative Unit Count | 





| % of 
Aug. 30. Aug. 23. Change. 
| Network 7,810 7,820 —0.2 
|Local ..... 5,970 6,030 —0.9 
Nat’l Spot.. 2,511 2,511 °.. 
Total ...... 16.291 16,361 —0.4 
| (Included: KFEL, KLZ, KMYR, 

KOA, KVOD) 


counts—Fred Davis Furniture Co., | 
renewed newscasts for one year over 
KLZ and Kortz Jewelry renewed for 
one year their half-hour quiz type 
‘Three B’s’ on KOA. 

KLZ: Kindel Bedding Co., through 
Ted Levy, 28 announcements; Fred 
Davis Furniture Co., one daily quar- 
ter-hour news, one year; America 
First Committee, one spot; Plough, 
Inc., through Lake, Spiro, Sherman, 
500 announcements; Procter & Gam- 
ble, through Compton Adv., eight 





* No change. 





DETROIT HEALTHY 


Unit Gains Continue—Chicklets Re- 
newed on WWJ 








Detroit, Sept. 2. 
Following up last week’s slight 
gain, stations here took a bigger 





spots; Wm. Wrigley, Jr., Co., through 
Arthur Meyerhoff, 13 quarter-hours; 
Lever Bros., through Young & Rubi- 
cam, 64 announcements. 

KOA: Kortz Jewerly Co., through 
Raymond Keane, 52 half hours; Bay 
Petroleum Co., through Raymond 


Keane, 26 quarter hours; Omar 
Flour, through Hays MacFarland, 13 
quarter hours; Mountain States 


Telephone & Telegraph Co., 13 an- 
nouncements; Sears Roebuck, through 
E. O. Shaw, 39 
Lever Bros., through Young & Rubi- 
cam, 56 announcements; Goodrich 
Tire & Rubber Co., through E. O. 
Shaw, five spots; Beech-Nut Packing 
Co., through Newell-Emmett, 90 


| station breaks. 


irum agency, 52 


KMYR: Denver & Rio Grande 
through Cusack agency, 
500 spots; Rainbow Ballroom, 
through Robertson agency, 250 spots; 


Elk Coal Co., through Lane-Frei- 


Gas & Equipment Co., through By- 
spots; Columbine 


|Laundry, through Betts-Koerber, 78 | 
|} announcements. 


KFEL: Waltham Fountain Pen 


four an- 
announcements; 


Grayson Apparel 


announcements: | 


‘step forward this week evidence 
| that the fall push had set in. Local 


| transportation strike, which earlier 


| looked long-drawn out, proved an 
| obstacle to a bigger gain in the local 
| field which still improved but not 
up to expectations. Sole skid was in 
the network time, offset neatly by 
the gain in the national spot cate- 
gory. 

Moving into the fall markets, De- 
troit’s six stations are in a healthy 
| position, up 250 units in the network 
time, 1,300 units locally and only 250 
| units under national spot a year ago. 

WWJ: American Chicle Co., re- 
'newal of ‘Yawn Club,’ 45-minutes, 
|three times weekly, 13 weeks, 
through Badger, Browning & Her- 
sey. ; 

WJR: Kasco Mills, 10-minute 
newscasts, three times weekly, 13 
weeks, through Campbell, Sanford, 
Inc. 


| 
| 








| | Comparative Unit Count | 








| % of 


Aug. 30. Aug. 23. Change. 
| Network 7,455 7,620 —2.1 
|Local ..... 11,774 11,645 +1.1 
4448 +23 
| er 23,779 23,713 +0.3 


set |nouncements; Millinery Stores, 26| (Included: CKLW, WJBK, WJLB, 


WJR, WWJ, WXYZ) 


Juicy Sales by KHJ to Quaker 





Oats, Gen. Foods; KECA Scores 





Los Angeles, Sept. 2. 


, ter-hour newscasts, through Bri- 


Steady climb in all departments, Sacher-Davis; Johnson & Johnson, 


continues indicating marked upturn 


in fall business. Plus signs are again 
recorded in all unit phases this week, 
total climbing to 18,331 compared 
with 18,016 the previous week. 


Biggest chunk of business went to 
KHJ-Mutual which sold 130 ‘Orphan 
Annie’ quarter-hours to Quaker 
Oats, and 195 quarter-hour programs, 
‘As the Twig Is Bent,’ to General 
Foods. 


High spot on KECA was sale of 
261 quarter-hour newscasts to John 
T. Troll while the Columbia Pacific 
net filled in chinks in a packed 
schedule through the San Francisco 
office which planted two news com- 
mentaries for Alpine Milk and an 
audience participation program spon- 
sored by Albers Bros. 

KHJ: Pioneer Builders, 26 five- 
minute broadcasts, through Smith & 
Bull; Arden Farms, 30 100-word an- 


{350 announcements, through Ferry 
/Hanly; Pantages Theatre, 53 an- 
nouncements, through Milton Wein- 
berg. : 

KECA: Pantages Theatre, 103 an- 
}nouncements, through Milton Wein- 
berg; Sealy Mattress, 13 quarter- 
hour’ broadcasts, through Alvin 
Wilder; J. W. Robinson, five an- 
nouncements, through Mayers Co,.; 
; Knudsen Creamery, 27 quarter-hour 
broadcasts, through Heintz Picker- 
ing; Kelley Kar, 313 quarter-hour 
broadcasts, through Milton Wein- 
berg; Innes Shoe, 69 announcements, 
through V. Cloward; Murine, 78 one- 
minute transcriptions, through 
BBD&O; Safeway Stores, 20 one- 
minute transcriptions, through J. 
Walter Thompson; John T. Troll, 261 
quarter-hour newscasts, through 
| Lockwood - Shackelford; McMahan 
| Furniture, 313. quarter - hours, 
through Ad Carpenter. 











nouncements, through Productive | | Comparative Unit Count | 
Advt. Agency; Quaker Oats, 130 % of 
quarter-hour broadcasts of ‘Orphan Pied 
Annie,’ through Ruthrauff & Ryan; Steines —s —= — 
General Foods, 195 quarter-hour i o ae , v 

. : »|Local .... 4,775 4,574 +4.3 
programs, ‘As the Twig Is Bent, Nat'l Spot 1591 L57¢ +13 
through Benton & Bowles; Feltman ‘a... 18.331 wee + 17 


& Curme, 180 participations, through 
Advertising Arts; O’Sullivan Rubber, 
91 one-minute spots, through Berm- 
ingham, Castleman & Pierce. 

KNX: Ford Dealers, 104 quarter- 
hour newscasts, through McCann- 
Erickson; Cudahy Packing, 78 parti- 
cipations, direct, Los Angeles County 
Fair, 20 time signals, through Rob- 
ert F. Dennis; Ear] Carroll, 129 par- 
ticipations, through Cesana. 


KFI: Westport Heights, 13 partici- | 


pations, through Ivar Wallin; J. W. 
Robinson, six announcements, 
through Mayers Co.; Flamingo Sales, 
52 announcements, through Buchan- 
an & Co.; Welch Grape Juice, 52 an- 
nouncements, through H. W. Kastor; 
O’Keefe & Merritt, 157 quarter- 
hour newscasts, through Richard B. 
Atchison; National Funding, 105 
quarter-hour newscasts, through 
Smith & Bull; Peter Paul, 156 quar- 


(Included: KECA, KFI, KHJ, KNX) 


LONG-RUN CHI SPONSOR 
SETS 9TH YR. ON WBBM 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 











One of the long-run contracts in 
radio, the Nelson Bros. furniture 
company on WBBM here, was re- 
newed last week for its ninth cone 
secutive solid year on the station, 
J. Kelly Smith, commercial chief, 
again inked the contract. Smith set 
the original deal for Nelson Bros. 

Renewed contract calls for 19 pe- 
riods weekly at 15 minutes each, 
These shows include a Man on the 
Street broadcast and two different 
recorded music programs. 









































LIMITED 9 WEEKS ENGAGEMENT 





THE OLE MAESTRO 


BEN BERNIE 


AND ALL THE LADS 


STARTED SEPTEMBER Il 


For Our NEW Alma Mater 


RIGLEYS SPEARMINTI GU 





Every Mon-Tues-Wed-Thurs-Fri. 
5:45-6 P. M—EDST—Over The 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 








MGT: MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
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Gallenkamp s ‘Prof. Puzzlewit' Loses 


Air Time to Benny—Sponsor Burns 





San Francisco, Sept. 2. {| pens), through United Advertising. 
‘Professor Puzzlewit,’ extremely | 48 quarter-hour newscasts; Golden 
popular Gallenkamp shoes show | State Co. (diary products), through | 


which has ridden the Coast NBC Red 
for five years, is in difficulties as a 
result of the decision to release Jack 
Benny’s Jello show on the Coast at 
4 p.m. as well as a wax repeat at| 
8:30. Sponsor reportedly plenty | 


Ann Holden Forum; 
| Bakeries, through Leon Livingston, 
six time signals daily, 52 weeks (re- 
newal); West Coast Soap Co. (for 
Powow), through Brisacher, Davis, 
26 participations, Ann Holden Forum 


Ruthrauff & Ryan, 75 participations, | 
Langendorf | 


ee 





a a 


a en 
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burned at losing his established 
groove, with Hassel Smith of Long 
Advertising, agents for the account, 
trying to smooth things out and ease 
the quizzer into a new niche. 

William Winter has picked up a 
new Sunday afternoon sponsor at 
KSFO, Moore Clothiers via_ Bris- 
acher, Davis, replacing Mark Morris 
Tires which dropped off due to in- 
ability to secure sufficient stocks, as 
a result of defense shortages. Swan 
soap this week pegged eight one- 
minute transcripiions on the same 
station through Young & Rubicam. 

With change back to. standard 
time, Ann Holden’s KGO Home 
Forum gets a 10-minute extention to 
40 minutes daily to take care of in- 
creasing sponsorial load. Show, in- 
augurated about a year and a half 
ago, has been one of the surprise 
clicks of Al Nelson’s regime as 
KGO-KPO general manager. Nelson 
assigned Holden to the chore déspite 
the fact that the former star of the 
old ‘Women’s Magazine of the Air’ 
show had been away from mikes 
nearly two years due to a critical 
illness. Femme spieler has built the 
spot into what is probably KGO’s 
most successful—and _ profitable— 
daytime feature. 

Another gabber on the same sta- 
tion, Gagnier, also is due for a time 
boost. She’s sponsored by the City 
of Paris department store, which has 
been esting radio for several months 
with a daily five-minute strip. Re- 
sults have been so satisfactory that 
the outfit soon will jump its sked to 
a quarter-hour daily. Increase orig- 
inally was pegged to take place this 
week but won't start for a couple of 
weeks. 

KFRC’s John B. Hughes-Fulton 
Lewis mixup has been peacefully 
straightened out, with Langendorf 
Bread again using Hughes and Lewis 
riding unsponsored. When Hastings 
Clothiers decided to drop Lewis— 
and radio for a time—Langendorf 
rushed to swap Hughes for Lewis. 
Understood this precipitated a clash 
with Larry Allen, Hughes’ manager, 
who held out for the full two weeks’ 
notice, pay or play, as required in 
the newscaster’s contract. Allen col- 


lected but reportedly was told he’d | 7 o¢a1 
never again get sponsorial consider- | nat) Spot.. 


ation from the agency in question. 


Then somebody saw the Life article | (Included: 


in which Lewis and Lindbergh were 
mentioned together and overnight it 
was decided to switch back to 
Hughes, leaving everybody red-faced 
but relieved. 

Effective today (2), NBC’s Open 
House shifts from the Red to the 
Blue via KGO and will originate at 
Hamilton Field instead of at the 
Presidio. Comedy stint by Gene 
Clark is being tested by NBC here 
in an effort to cash in on the current 
trend toward variety show 

KGO: The Pen Man 


— 





(fountain 


(renewal); Fisher Flouring Mills 
(for Wheat Germ), through Pacific 
National, 26 participations, Ann 
Holden Forum (renewal); California 
State Fair, direct, two participations, 
Ann Holden Forum and 15 spots; 
Golden Gate theatre, 14 spots; Mar- 
velous Marin, through Segall, four 
spots. 

KPO: Oroweat Baking (for Break), 
through Brisacher Davis, 52 twice- 
weekly five-minute shows, ‘Grist 
From the Mill’; Kilpatrick’s Bakery 
(bread), through Emil Reinhardt, 
Oakland, 78 transcribed quarters, 
three weekly, John Nesbitt; O’Cedar 
Corporation, Chicago, through H. W. 
Kastor & Sons, Chicago, 65 spots; 
Golden State Co. (milk products), 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan, 60 spots; 
California State Fair, direct, six spots 
and International Kitchen participa- 
tions; Marlin Firearms Co. (razor 
blades), through Craven and Hed- 
rick, six spots; Golden Gate theatre, 
direct, four spots; Marvelous Marin, 
through Segall, four spots. 

KFRC: Marin Dell Milk, through 
Campbell-Ewald, 52 weekly one- 
hour programs, Dean Maddox Ama- 
teur Hour (seventh renewal); Pacific 
Greyhound Bus Lines, through Beau- 
mont & Holman, 52 weekly quarters 
(renewal); Bond Clothes, through 
Neff-Rogow, 99 tri-weekly quarters, 
news; First Federal Savings & Loan, 
Oakland, through Pacific Advertis- 
ing, Oakland, 312 participations, 
Housewives Protective League; 
Crown Products (Sani-Clor), through 
J. H. Diamond & Co., 78 participa- 
tions, Housewives Protective League; 
Hartz Mountain Products (bird 
seed), through George Hartman, 
Chicago, 26 Sunday quarters, ‘Canary 
Chorus’; Safeway Stores, Inc. (for 
Sno-Cola), through J. Walter Thomp- 
son, 20 one-minute ET spots; Pen 
Man Co. (pens), through United Ad- 
vertising, Chicago, 25 spots weekly, 
indef; Bernstein’s Fish Grotto (res- 
taurant), through Julius Zederman, 
15 spots. 








| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 

Aug. 30. Aug. 23. Change. 

Network 8,765 8,750 +0.2 
awa 4,190 4,095 +2.3 


1,862 1,849 +0.7 
|Total ...... 14,817 14,694 40.8 
KFRC, KGO, KJBS, 

KPO, KSFO) 





Scott’s Towel Buying In 
On Participating Programs 


Scott’s Towel, placed through J. 
Walter Thompson, will be in 25 to 35 
markets this fall. It’s buying 
women’s participating programs. 

Starting date will be Sept. 22. 

















—— VOICE PROTECTION——, 


Is Just as important as voice culture in sing- 
ing. Don’t take a chance endangering your 
voice by 
methed 
results. 
MICROPHONE TECHNIQUE A SPECIALTY 
VERA ROSE 
{62nd St. Apt. 48 New York City 


My effective 
protection and 


‘‘unprotected”’ singing. 
accomplishes needed 


653 W. 


| 


| going in for a five-minute disc cam- 
b> 





Telephone WAdsworth 3-2175 








GE on Discs 


General Electric’s radio division is 





paign to plug its FM sets. Cam- 
paign will start the middle of Oc- | 
'tober with a schedule of three to 


five periods a week. 
Maxon is the agency. 








|Chesman, five quarter-hour pro- 
grams per week featuring Tom 

=| Dickey and his showboys fed to 
| KPRC, Houston, Chamberlin Sales,|~ 
three announcements per week,| 


| 
| 


By JANE WEST | 


NOW RADIO'S, MOST POPULAR | 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


| AUGHTER JEARS ano. |{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap - 99 **’ 100 


LISTEN 
IN... 





TWICE DAILY 
NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30P.M.,EDST § 
WABC—5:30-5:45 EDST—CBS 
COAST TO COAST 


°/o pure 





Dir, COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


| 


BALTIMORE QUIET 


Unit Change Slight—Heavy Brewery 
Sked to WCBM 





Baltimore, Sept. 2. 

Major purchase of the week was 
chalked up by WCBM with a half- 
nightly across the board or- 
D. Stuart Webb for Na- 
tional (Premium) Beer. 

WFBR: Bond Stores, through Neff- 
Rogow, quarter-hour airings; Proc- 
ter & Gamble (Duz), through Comp- 
ton Adv., nighttime announcements; 
High’s Ice Creamh, via Courtland D. 
Ferguson, participations twice daily; 
May Oil Burner Corp., through S. A. 
Levyne, participations on early a.m. 
show; Ritz Camera Stores, through 
Henry Kaufman, early a.m. partici- 
pations. 

WCBM: National Brewery (Pre- 
mium Beer), through D. Stuart 
Webb, daily half-hour airings for 
one year: Meadowgold Ice Cream, 
through Theodore Newhoff, 150 an- 
nouncements. 

WCAO: Standard Radio, through 
Yale Merrill, 13 evening spots; Car- 
lin’s Amusement Park, six a.m. spots 
and two in the evening; Consolidated 
Gas & Electric Co., renewed 17 p.m. 
spots. 


hour 


dered by 








| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 

Aug. 30. Aug. 23. Change. 

Network 7,584 7,585 0.0 
BOG) 2.20. 4,260 4,776 —10.8 
Nat'l Spot.. 2,429 1,919 +20.9 
| ee 14,273 14,286 0.0 
(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, 

WFBR) 





BULOVA WATCH 


SIGNALS SET 
FOR KONO 


San Antonio, Sept. 2. 

With school starting here soon and 
with several network show returning 
from their summer vacations net- 
work and local units show a slight 
increase with national units holding 
its own. 

Frank Caldwell of station KTBC, 
Austin, in for a visit to KONO. 

KMAC: Martin-Neal Motor Co., 
three-five-minute transcribed pro- 
grams per day; Lone Star Beer, 
through Conroy Agency, 10 spot an- 
nouncements daily. 

KONO: Bulova Watch cs. 
through Biow Co., five time signals 
per day; Eagle Furniture Co., five 
additional announcements per day; 
Monarch Camera Co., one announce- 
ment six days per week; Deason 
Radio Co., 16 transcribed Philco| 
Radio spot announcements weekly; | 
Dundee Clothiers, five additional | 
daily time signals per week: Rev. 
Leonard Coote, six quarter-hour pro- 
grams per week. Lone Star Beer 
Co., through Conroy Agency, 16 spot 
announcements daily, a Spanish pro- 
gram and announcements in Spanish. | 

WOAI: Welch Grape Juice,| 
through H. W. Kastor, renewal of | 
Irene Rich quarter-hour transcribed | 








Quality 
| Mfg. Co., through Pitluk Adv., four 


|nooga Medicine Co., 


| 
| 
| 


| games; Kraft Cheese Co.., 


program; Duncan Coffee Co., through | 
| Steele Agency, thirty-minute Texas 
Network program; Lotus 
announcements week; Chatta- 
through Nelson 


per 


through Cary-Ainsworth: Humble 
Oil & Refining Co., through Frane- 
Wilkinson-Schiwetz, 13 football! 
through the} 
NBC network, half-hour broadcast | 
of the ‘Great Gildersleeves,’ through 
J. Walter Thompson; Lone Star Beer 
Co., through Conroy Agency, 14 spot 
announcements weekly; Peter Paul, 
through Platt-Forbes, six announce- 
ments per week for 13 weeks for 
Mounds and 10 Crown Charcoal 
Gum; Johnson & Johnson, through 





15 announcements per week. 


quarter-hour studio programs per| 


— 


22D DDD DDD DDD DDD DODD DDD DDD DDD DDD AAA A RL 


Active National Accounts 











(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, 


news spot on WEAF at 7:30 o’clock 
in the morning for about two and a 
half years, this week started a new 
news program at noon on the same 
Ferry-Hanly, for Tek toothbrushes, | Station. 
| the new broadcast and six spots are 
KABC: Nehi Bottling Co., five| Sold on his early morning show. 


+++ 
TIME 
ACCOUNT AGENCY PURCHASES 
ee ND cc aews cee acekooes Badger & Browning....... Y% Hours 
AMAT HER THC CO, cccaccscccases --Badger, Browning & Hersey 
% Hours 
po ee re erer err eT Tere ..-Lord & Thomas ....Announcements 
Atiantic Befimimg Ce. ..cccscccccccce N. W. Ayer ..Play-by-Play Football 
Po eee --Craig Dennison ....Announcements 
Austin Nichols (wine) ............ . Alfred Lilly -++.- Announcements 
Beech-Nut Packing (gum, soups) ....Newell-Emmett .....Announcements 
Blue Ribbon books .......... -o+e++-Northwest Radio ...........5-Mins, 
Peter Breidt Brewing Co. ...........-A. W. Lewin ........ «eee» % Hours 
Dr. Caldwell’s Laxative Senna.......Sherman & Marquette 
Announcements 
Carter Products (pills) ........eeo0s- Street & Finney ...Announcements 
CE UIE. spc weccdenncesans M, HH. Mackett ...... Announcements 
CRORE Oe TNO co esbciccccccccess Van Sant, Dugdale .Announcements 
ee Se ED oe ccddduseeseases ie? a PRONE én Fee dcicads % Hours 
Ford Dealers Advertising Fund...... McCann-Erickson ....% Hour News 
Goldenberg Peanut Chews .,........ Clements Co. .......Announcements 
SS oi 4u keseauin ee eee United Adv. .......Announcements 
Hoffman Beverage Co, ....... Sc eeGCEe akscasdesdes Announcements 
Jelke’s Good Luck margerine........ Young & Rubicam ....... % Hours 


Johnson & Johnson 
(Tek toothbrushes) 


Ferry-Hanly ........ 
Temperature Reports 


Station Breaks 


NN FN iy cas ieee oa bea ee ee one’ Kenyon & Eckhardt Announcements 
ey eS. cs cin bbe 0450008 o8at | A a. rr % Hours 
8 ere er ee McCann-Erickson .........% Hours 
eee COUNONOT? .5030s000000es enna Calkins & Holden ....Participations 
UOGRE COP 2 oc sccccnes errr Ye 8 eo ee Announcements 
Pacific Greyhound Bus Co. .......... Beaumont & Hohman ....% Hours 


Peter Paul (Mounds, Walnettos, 
Ten Crown Gum 


)Platt-Forbes ....- Announcements 


Perfection Stove Co. ...........ccee; McCann-Erickson ........... 5-Mins 
Phillips & Benjamin (SnoMist) ..... ae % Hours 
PY WR 6 Pies ce in ea e+eeeeeRussel M. Seeds ...Announcements 
Potter Drug & Chemical Co, ........Atherton & Currier Announcements 
PUOCTES BH GAMBIS 2... cccccccceccees Compton Adv. ..... Announcements 
eS isd cae cacne stead Ruthrauff & Ryan ........ % Hours 
MPUNPOM FPUPIMS CO, ccc cece ccccnccecs CSerener ASV. © asi vic ccviess % Hours 
Cg re eer (os ee Announcements 
See OD GIOON o0.kks 60 0:04.00090%08 Wg tetas cue cadet ees % Hours 
ie. Seine a eee cers, SPORTY  Vicdaksscucc 1% Hours 


S. A. Schonbrunn (Savarin coffee). 
W. A. Sheaffer Pen Co. 
Simonize 
Stephano Bros. (cigarettes) 


.M. H. Hackett Participations, 5-Mins, 
.Russel M. Seeds ....Station Breaks 
-Geo. H. Hartman ....Station Breaks 
.Aitken-Kynett ..,...Announcements 


Teagarden Products (syrup) ....... Se, OOO sh ckcesidacccs 14 Hours 
Union Pacific Railroad .............. ea Announcements 
Van Camp (canned food) ............Calkins & Holden ..Announcements 
I oe eret Ne Sh ee ra alta Cesana & Associates ..Participations 


F, G. Vogt (Philadelphia Scrapple).. 
Wm. Wrigley gum 


.Clements Co. 


Announcements 
coeee @ OUD 








DEPARTMENT STORES BUYING RADIO 
TIME LAST WEEK 








STORE 
Carson, Pirie & Scott Dept. Store... 
Hub Dept. Store bbb ee seeneoeeee 
Joske’s Dept. Store .........0.. 


MEMINOMD 6 bcceenseiasas 
. Baltimore 
-San Antonio 


TIME 
PURCHASES 
....-¥% Hours 
+ eeeeeess Announcements 
-++++-- Announcements 


CITY 





HUMBLE OIL RENEWS 
TEXAS GRID AIRINGS 


San Antonio, Sept. 2. 

For the seventh consecutive year 
the Humble Oil Co. will sponsor 
play-by-play broadcasts of Southwest 
Conference football games on the 
Texas Quality network. On _ the 
schedule is 13 games to be played on 
consecutive Saturdays starting Sept. 
27. Account was placed through 
Franke - Wilkinson - Echiwetz, Ine. 
Kern Tips and Hal Thompson are 
expected to again call the plays at 
the various games. 








Broadcasts are to be heard through 
WOAI, San Antonio; WBAP, Fort 
Worth; WFAA, Dallas, and KPRC 
Houston. 

In addition to the games over the | 


COUGH CURE 
SEEKS TIME 


Hospital Brand Cough Drops last 
week entered the spot announcement 
free-for-all, seeking availabilities in 
major markets. Horton-Noyes, of 
Providence, agency on the account, 
has circularized station reps with let- 
ters advising them of the towns re- 
quired and the amount that the ad- 
vertiser proposes to spend in each 
market. 

The letter stated that anything be- 





| tween 7 and 11 p.m. would be pre- 


ferred, but if this were not avail- 


| able 5:30 to 7 p.m. might do and, if 


necessary, the account would also 


TQN group rill als iliz : 7 

den group, Humble will also utilize | consider between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. 
the Texas State network, the Lone | ialeisiieaplaaiedad 

Star chain and other _— stations | 

throughout the state to bring other | Miami Butterine Co., through the 


football broadcasts to Texas listeners. 








KTSA, WOAT) 





Don Goddard, who has had the 


He has three sponsors on 





Ralph H. Jones agency, N. Y., this 





















. ne iaaiiaati ____ | week inaugurated five chain break 
| Comparative U nit Count | | announcements weekly on WLW, 
% of | Cincy. Contract is for 26 weeks. 
Aug. 30. Aug. 23. Change. | —— — — 
Network ... 5,615 5,608 +0.1 | 
Local . 10,708 10,274 +4.2 
| Nat’l Spot.. 1,760 1,740 +11 
Total - 18,083 17,622 +-2.6 








NEW 
YORK 

\- 

THE MOST INT 
Dp EFFECTIVE 
SALES APPROACH TO 


AMERICA’S 
MARKET. 


5000 WATTS © ).-.ccnus 


METR OPO 


























OVER 




















week; Zimmerman Typewriter Co., 
One additional program Monday; 
Martin Shoe Store, 15 spot announce: } 
ments; Martin-Neal Motor Co., three | 
five-minute programs per day; Joske | 
Department Store, 10 spot announce- | 
ments; Interstate Theatres, 10 spot| 
announcements on ‘Aloma of the! 





South Seas.’ a 


' 





AND 





COLLEGE HUMOR 
NBC-RED 








‘Music with the STRONG Appeal’ 


BOB STRONG 


HIS ORCHESTRA 
UNCLE WALTER’S DOG HOUSE 


NBC-RED 
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. sari "ADS SPOTTED ON WHO 


Des Moines, Sept. 2. 
A variety of new accounts here- 
eT? abouts gives promise of 
Chicago, Sept. 2. | autumn biz. 

Things are quiet along radio row | KRNT: Wm. Wrigley, Jr., Co., 13 
as far as new contracts for Chicago | quarter-hour programs through Ar- 
stations are concerned. Agencies | thur Meyerhoff: National 
are busy lining up schedules, but the | Co., 26 one-minute transcriptions, 


‘tual contracts for fall business are | 
at be placed for the bulk of the through Sherman K. Ellis; Shuler 








Refining 


| Coal Co., three temperature reports 


orders. : ; 

WBBM: Atlantic Pacific hay daily through Coolidge agency; Tur- | 
—_ s , ree y. | . 

Co., announcements twice week!) |ner Hybrid Corn, daily news pro- | 


through Paris & Peart; Peter Paul | 
Co., additional two five-minutes of | 8rams through Son De Regger 


news broadcasts weekly, client cur-| Brown; Sears, Roebuck Co., daily | 
rently having a such broadcasts, | quarter-hour programs, direct; Un- | 
through Platt-Forbes agency. gles Bakeries, 30 announcements | 
lso renewed the Nelson | , . e- ei 

WBBM ais | weekly through W. E. Long; ase 


& | 


Bros. furniture company for its 
ninth consecutive 52-week contract.;| ling Tire & Rubber Co., two quar- 


First contract and every one since ter-hour programs weekly through 


, > | 
has been drawn Bh by J. Kelly Meldrum & Fewsmith; Butler Mfg. | 
Smith as commercial manager of the 





; Co., daily participation, through | 
— ____ | Ferry-Hanly; Jay Bee Sales Co., 100- | 
}) Comparative Unit Count || word announcements, through the | 

aan race % of | Galvin agency; Central Service Co., | 
Aug. 30. Aug. 23. Change. | daily quartershour program, through 

Network 9,535 9,505 49.3 | Cary-Ainsworth; Iowa Tractor &| 
Lecal 6,639 6,660 —o.3| Implement Co., quarter-hour news | 
iat’l aunt. 11.798 11.733 49.5 | Programs, direct; Bishop Cafeterias, | 
ere See: 27.972 27.898 4.9.3 | daily participation programs, through | 
— ted: WBBM WENR WGN, | Weston-Barnett; Omar Mills, one | 
oo WJJID WLS WMAQ) | quarter-hour weekly through Hays | 
¥ : : ; MacFarland. | 

> KSO: Michigan Fruit Growers, 

participation program, through | 


Atlantic Refining Will 
Sponsor Ohio State Grid 


Chapman agency; Ungles Bakeries, 
33 announcements weekly, through 
W. E. Long Co.; Carey Salt, partici- 
pation program, through McJunkin 
agency; H. E. Sorenson Co., daily 
Columbus, Sept. 2. news programs through W. E. Bat- 

As in recent years, oil will pay for} tenfield; Peter Pan Food stores, daily 
broadcasts of the 1941 Ohio State U.| quarter-hour programs, direct; Ames 
football games. Atlantic Refining| Wholesale Grocery Co., three quar- | 
has inked contracts for WTAM,| ter-hour programs per week through 
Cleveland. and WBNS locally, while| Fairall agency; National Refining | 
WCOL. also Columbus, will have|Co., 26 one-minute transcriptions 
Shell as a sponsor. ithrough Sherman K. Ellis; Inland | 
Tom Manning will be mikeman for Milling Co., three quarter hours per | 
WTAM, Connie Desmond for WCOL,! week through Son De Regger & | 
with the third spot still open. | Brown; Green Furnaces, participa- | 


tion program, direct; Montgomery, | 


Ward Co., daily quarter-hour pro- | 
O | gram, direct; Flynn Dairy Co., daily 
Major Network 
Programs 

















|news programs, through Son De 

| Regger & Brown; Staley Feeds, daily | 
R| five-minute programs through Potts- | 
| Turnbull. 
0| WHO: John C. Wisdom, | 
| riods of 15 minutes, direct; Reader’s | 
26 announcements of one | 

| 

| 





156 pe- 


| Digest, 
D! minute each, through BBD&O; The 
| Histex Corp., three periods of 15 
U) minutes each, through United Ad- 
vertising Companies; Cownie Furs, 
100 or more announcements of 65 
Ci words each, through Coolidge Ad- 
| vertising; Dr. W. B. Caldwell, Inc., | 
F | 312 periods of 15 minutes each, | 
‘through Sherman & Marquette; | 
| Michael Leonard Seed Co., 13 an-| 
R nouncements of 100 words each, 
through Allen & Reynolds; Mantle 
Lamp Co. of America, 13 periods of 





Major Network 


p 
R 
0 
D 
U 
C 
E Successes 
R 


In Succession 





e 
° 30 minutes each, through Presba, 
: | Fellers & Presba; Clarence Erickson 
D When you buy Fritz | (Chicago Gospel Tabernacle), 15 
Blocki’s services or minutes transcribed religious pro- 
| grams, direct, till forbid; O’Cedar 


|! when you buy a com- 
plete package show you 
also buy ASSURANCE 


| | Corp., 65 announcements of one min- 
lute each, through H. W. Kastor; 
R Coleman Lamp & Stove Co., 26 an- 
| nouncements of one minute each, di- 
OF SUCCESS. | rect; Standard Brands (Fleischman’s 
E| yeast), 40 announcements of one- 

| minute each, through Kenyon & 
C| Eckhardt; Gamble Stores, 309 an- 
| nouncements of 30 words each, five 
a week, through BBD&O; Miles 
T| Laboratories, 30 periods of 30 min- 
| utes each through Wade Advertis- 
0 ing; Honeymead Products Co., 13 
announcements of 100 words each, 
direct; Lane Bryant, nine announce- 

R ments of 200 words each, three a 
| week, through Huber Hoge; Omar, 
e| Inc., 13 periods of 15 minutes each, 
through Hays MacFarland; Dr. Hess 


R 
E 
C 

Total cost of shows so 
T far handled by Blocki 
0 exceeds $1,500,000. 
R 


EVERY DOLLAR PAID 
A PROFIT 


W Several Unusual New W 








| each, three a week, through N. W. | 
Programs Available | Ayer. 
R|{—~Gomparative Unit Count | 
Aug. 30. Aug. 23. Change. 
| Just Concluded | | Network 7,003 7,134 —18 
“HOUSEWARMING” Local ..... 3,468 3,468 e..| 
7 2 Nat'l Spot.. 2,793 2,841 -—1.6 
with Benny Goodman, Dor- WOE cevass 13,264 13,443 —1.3 





*No change. 


(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


T 
E othy Lamour, Andrews Sis- e|- 
ters, etc. 

R 


C Currently 
“TREASURE ISLAND’”’ 
| agency. 


Number of spots 


913 Buena Ave., Chicago | mined by acceptability. 





MacMILLAN OIL HUNTS 
ANNOUNCEMENT SPOTS 





MacMillan Petroleum Co. is 
quiring for announcement availabil- 
lities through the Roy Durstine 





| Rival Dog Food, 


in- 


will be deter- , 


Underwrite Keuter’s 


Philadelphia Sept 2. 
Reuter’s Service newscasts, 
was sold last week to the Browning- 
King Co., haberdashery. Browning- 


King thus becomes the first company | 


anywhere in the world to 
Reuter’s news exclusively. 


sponsor 


The new series tees off next Mon- 


day (8) with 10-minute newscasts 
Monday through Friday, with KYW 
staff announcer Bill Lang handling. 
The deal was set through the I A 
Goldman agency, Baltimore. 

Two new football series were an- 
nounced this week. WCAU will 
broadcast the entire University of 
Pennsylvania series for Atlantic Re- 
fining Co., while WIP gets the 10 
games on the Temple University 
schedules, also for Atlantic Refin- 
ing. Both were handled by 
N. W. Ayer agency. 

Other new business reported: 

WCAU: Vick Chemical Co., 15- 
minute musical program, daily (26 
weeks), through Morse International: 
Maryland Pharmaceutical Co. (Rem 
and Rel), 26 five-minute news pro- 
grams and 390 spots, through Jos. 
Katz; Chatham Manufacturing 
(blankets), 26 participations on 
Laura May Stuart program, through 
M. H. Hackett; Lamont Corliss (hand 
lotion), 56 participations on same 
program; Pall Mall cigarets, 247 
e.t.’s, through Ruthrauff & Ryan: Dr. 
Pierce’s Golden Medical Discovery, 
516 spots, through H. W. Kastor; 

Chris Hansen Laboratories (jun- 
ket), 24 participations on Siuart pro- 
gram: Pinex Co., 148 spots, through 
Russel M. Seeds; Shaeffer Pen Co., 
15 spots, through same agency; Bell 


| Telephone Co. of Pennylvania, eight 


spots; Megowan Educator Biscuit Co., 
26 spots (renewal), through John W 
Queen: Kellogg Co., 40 spots 
newal), through Kenyon & Eckhardt; 
six 10-minute mu- 
sical programs. 
WPEN: Nevin’s Co., 


Drug phone 


giveaway program, five times week- | 
lv, through Philip Klein; Contadena | 


Tomato Paste, four studio programs 
weekly, titled ‘This Is America,’ 
through Browns & Aarons, and the 
Roller Derby, at the West Philly 
Arena, 30 minutes nightly for three 
weeks. 


Comparative Unit Count } 

% of 

Aug. 30. Aug. 23. Change. 

Network 9,151 9,158 —0.07 
Lecal . 19,496 19,520 —0.1 
| Nat’l Spot.. 5,234 5,336 —1.9 
Total ...... 33,881 34,014 —0.3 


Newscasts on KYW 


aired 
in the United States only by KYW, | 


the | 


Co. : 


(re- | 


Steinway Pianos Slated for Radio 
Debut via WOXR’s ‘Symphony Hall’ 








SEATTLE IDLES 


All Units Dormant-——Peter 


News on 3 


Paul 





| — 

Seattle, Sept. 2. 
| For the first time a 
news broadcast wil! 
| the Northwest Triangle, when a 15- 
| minute period bought by Peter Paul. 


sponsored 


‘| originates at KGW, Portland. and is 


| 
| carried by KOMO, Seattle, 
| KHQ, Spokane. 


and 


spot three times weekly for 52 
weeks. Agency is Brisscher, Davis, 
and the program will be prepared 
and produced by the 
| Oregonian. 


Medal Capsules, three times weekly, 
indefinite. Raymond Spector is the 
| agency. 

KIRO has sold ‘Morning Melodies’ 
7 a.m. musical show, to the Palace 
Beauty Salon, thrice weekly for five 
minutes; Jay Jacobs Fur Co. takes 
the 15-minute 6:45 a.m. ‘News of the 
World’ for a four-time shot on the 
Columbia station. 

KOL begins a once-weekly show 


Nichols handling the 
backed by an organ. 
ing the Way,’ program is 15 min- 
utes. New sustainer at KOL has 
Phil Crane in ‘Words and Music’ at 
110 p.m., Mondays. Will consist of 
| songs, poetry, etc. Three kids shows 
,;come back on the Mutual station 
|next week: ‘Captain Midnight,’ 
‘Orphan Annie,’ and ‘Jack Arm- 
| strong.’ 


commentary 





Comparative Unit Count 


be aired over | 


a 


Steinway & Sons, the world-fae 
' mous piano firm, begins its sponsors 
ship of WQXR’s Tuesday evening 
Symphony Hall program on Sept. 9 
as its first venture into radio in 88 
years of existence. 

A 26-week contract, placed with 
WQXR through N. W. Ayer & Son, 


Inc., calls for the promotion of Steine 


| way pianos in a unique program tie- 


Beginning Sept. 2, | 
the contract calls for the 5:45-6 p.m. | 


Portland | 
KOMO has also sold a| 
local feature, Cowboy Joe, to Gold | 


up. 


On each of the Tuesday programs, 
broadcast from 8 to 9 p.m., the mu- 
sical highlight will be a famous piano 
concerto recorded by a Steinway 
artist on a Steinway piano. Theodore 
FE. Steinway, president of the firm, 
will act as commentator for the se- 


| Ties, and will relate human interest 


stories and anecdotes about the arte 
ists known to him and his family. 
WMCA: Stuart-Brooks, Inc., fives 
minute programs, 26 weeks; Strauss 
Stores Corp., 10-minute news come 
mentary, 26 weeks: Rudolph Wurlite 


| zer Co,, through Schwimmer & Scott, 


for City Light Sept. 2, with Bob| 


Called ‘Light- ' 


i Snot 
| 52 weeks; 


| Thompson, 


| Scarlet 


| Oakland Chemical, 


% of 
Aug. 30. Aug. 23. Chance. 
Local 7,192 7,187 0.00 
Network 7,540 7,450 +-0.01 
| Nat'l Spot. . 800 799 0.00 | 
| Total . 15,532 15,436 + 0.01 


(Included: KIRO, KOL. KRSC) 





| Stott Renews on WCCO 


Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 
| 


minute strip on its ‘Sunrisers’ pro- 


Wednesdays and Fridays, starting 
Sept. 22. Contract is on a 13-week 
| basis, with Q. J. David, St. Paul, 
| agency. 





Regular ‘Sunrisers’ cast will be 


‘used for the show. 


| Cann-Erickson, 


| 


i 


two quarter hours, one year; Welch 
Grape Juice Co., through H. W. Kas- 
tor, one quarter-hour program and 
four announcements weekly, 13 
weeks; Carter Products, through Spot 
Broadcasting, announcements, 52 
weeks; Pieter de Witt, through 
Green-Body, announcements, four 
weeks; Feminine Products, through 
Broadcasting, announcements, 
Pieter de Witt, through 
announcements, 17 weeks; 
Theatre, through Blaine 
announcements, one 


BBD&O, 
Shubert 


week. 

WNEW: R. C. Williams (Royal 
Coffee), through Alley & 
Richards, renewal of quarter-hour 
news three times weekly, 52 weeks; 
through Klepp- 
Co., of ‘Make Believe 


ner renewal 


| Ballroom,’ quarter-hour three times 


WCCO has landed Stott Briquets | 
j}of St. Paul again this year for 10- |} Brewing, through Samuel C. Croot, 


weekly, 52 weeks. 

WOR: Spring Air Co. through 
Wallace-Lindeman, quarter hours; 
Manufacturers Trust, through Mc- 
quarter-hour news, 
Rubsam & Horman 


two weeks; 


announcements, four weeks; Phillips 


gram from 6:50 to 7 a.m. Mondays, | Packing Co., through Aitken-Kynett, 


announcements, four weeks; Rum & 
Maple Tobacco Co., through Ray- 


the | mond Spector, quarter-hour news, 52 


weeks; Block Drug Co., through Raye 
mond Spector, announcements, 52 
weeks. 
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Mary MARGARET McBrIDE 


Monday Through Friday — 1-1:45 P.M. 


New York’s Outstanding 
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More American Singers in Opera, But 
Dream Will Fade With War s End .** Reciprocal Concerts, Inc., has 





—— > 


An ever growing list of Americans 
ie supplementing the rosters of the 
big opera companies in the U. S., and 
estimates place a percentage of 80% 
on the Metropolitan’s 1941-42 sked. 
Edward Johnson, general manager, 
and cther officials continue to hail 
the present era as the dawn of the 
birthright of the American singer, 
and point out that European talent 
has declined to such an extent as to 
eliminate from serious consideration 
all but a few outstanding artistes 
trom the other side. 

Situation, however, is merely an- 
other offshoot of the present war, 
and the inability of the Met and 
other companies to import European 
singers. Managers and talent buyers 
familiar with the European situa- 
tion point out that when the war 
ends the thorny road for American 
Operatic neophites will become even 

ore hazardous, as the cream of the 

uropean crop flocks to America. 


$] TOP OPERA 
SRO $3,800 


Alfredo Salmaggi’s $1 top opera 
ate three successive capacity 

uses over the Labor Day weekend 
t the Jolson theatre, N. Y., with 
,800 paid admissions for the three 
performances given and a take esti- 
mated at $3,800. Capacity of the 
house is 1,750 and there were 
standees at all performances. 

Operas given were ‘Rigoletto,’ Sat. 
(30); ‘La Forza Del Destino,’ Sunday 
($1), and ‘Traviata,’ Monday (1). 


MELTON DREW 110,000 
PAYEES TO 8 CONCERTS, 


games Melton played to approxi- 
mately 110,000 paid admissions this 
summer in eight concerts. 

The tenor was the busiest of the 
summer concert artists, making 18 
@ppearances in July and August, in- 
éluding 10 broadcasts. 


Rachmaninoff Set 
With 6 Top Symphs 


Serge Rachmaninoff has been 
booked as guest soloist with six 
major symphony orchestras during 
the ooming season. He makes five 
@ppearances with the Philadelphia 
orchestra in October in Philadelphia, 
N.Y., Baltimore and Washington. 


On Nov. 6 and 7 he is with 
the Ghieago Symphony; Nov. 28-30 
with the Pittsburgh Symphony; on 
Dec. 4 with the Detroit Symphony; 
the N.Y. Philharmonie, Dee. 18-19; 




















Rayner Undergoes Op 


Rio de Janeiro, Sept. 2. 
Sidney Rayner, American lyric 
tenor, formerly of the Met, under- 
went a serious stomach operation 
here Aug. 15. He is recovering. 
Alessio de Paolis, Met tenor, also 
has been ill. 


Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Has 
Concerts Set for Next Mo.; 
Philharmonic Anni Oct. 9 


Carnegie Hall, N.Y., has sched- 
uled 20 concerts so far for the 
month of October in N.Y. The fall 
season will officially open with the 
100th anniversary of the founding of 
the Philharmonic on Oct. 9 with that 
orchestra. 

Other dates are the Philharmonic, 
Oct. 10-12; Philadelphia Orchestra, 
Oct. 14; Michael Zadora, pianist, 
Oct. 15; the Philharmonic, Oct. 16- 
19; the N.Y. WPA Orchestra, Oct. 
19; Bronislay Huberman, violinist, 
Oct. 22; the Philharmonic, Oct. 23- 
26; the N. Y. WPA Orchestra, Oct. 
26; Helen Traubel, Oct. 28; Henrietta 
Schumann, pianist, Oct. 29, and the 
Philharmonic, Oct. 30 and 31. 


COMEDY TOUCH TO U.S. 
TAX SUIT VS. SERAFIN 


A suit, in the comedy-of-errors 
tradition, is being carried on by the 
U. S. against Tullio Serafin, former 
conductor of the Metropolitan Opera 
Co. Since October, 1939, the U. S. 
has been attempting to serve Serafin 
to recover $561 in taxes allegedly 
due for 1932, at which time the con- 
ductor paid $2,110 in taxes. 

Known to music lovers and pro- 
fessionals throughout the U. S. is the 
fact that Serafin left these shores in 
1935 to assume the directorate of La 
Scala, Milan, where he is presently 
located. 

The U. S. goes blithely on proceed- 
ing to secure extensions of time to 
serve the conductor who may never 
return to the U. S. as he is receiv- 
ing about $2,000 monthly in Milan. 




















Lotte Lehmann, Met soprano, ap- 
pears with the New Friends of Mu- 
sic, Ine., Dee. 14, at Town Hall, N.Y. 


Non-Profit Concert 
Setup for Goodwill 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 26. 
New, non-profit organization called 


been set up here, exclusively devoted 
to presentation of concerts, profits 
of which will be used to exchange 
U.S. and Argentine artists. Group, 
which has considerable official and 
by 





socialite sponsorship, is 


| laine Lomas. 

Organization will werk as a com- 
mercial entity, importing artists 
from the States and shipping local- 
ites north, but emphasis will be on 
lesser-knowns. Idea is that back- 
ground and ticket-buying supporters 
of the organization will help stimu- 
late sales and at least start things 
going. 

First concert was of Guiseppe 
Cusimano, 17-year-old U. S. violinist, 
who opened a series at the Afeneo, 
downtown concert and legit house. 
Drew a good house and highly fa- 
vorable notices. 


run 





H’wood Bowl Concerts 
End Successful 8-Week 
Season; 285,000 Payees 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Conductor Bruno Walter's brilliant 
baton, beating in tempo di marcia 
the last strains of The Hungarian 
March from ‘The Damnation of 
Faust,’ last Friday night (29) closed 
the 20th season of The Symphony 
Under the Stars in Hollywood Bowl. 
One of the most sparkling and suc- 
cessful musical courses ever pre- 
sented by the Southern California 
Symphony Associaton, the attend- 
ance for the eight weeks season was 
slightly over 285,000. 

Twenty-four regular and _ three 
extra concerts were offered, a total 
of 27. The extra presentations were 
the Ballet Russe, an innovation this 
year which drew the largest single 
| audience of the season, 21,062 payees 
on July 29. Total attendance for the 
three presentations of the ballet was 
50,457. They received the annual 
silver cup award which goes to artist 
or performance accomplishing this 
feat. 

The artistry and larynx of Lily 
Pons was credited with the second 
highest attendance of the season. La 
Pons has been the silver cup winner 
on three previous years. This year 
she drew 20,559 as her top night. 
The Bowl’s capacity is 20,000. 











Metropolitan Opera Co. has en- 
gaged Maria Markan, 26-year-old 
Icelandic soprano, for the 1941-42 
season. 








American Ballet, Held Up by Blizzard, 
Charters 3 Planes to Make Chile Benefit 





Santiago, Chile, Sept. 2. 


the hundreds of travelers stuck with 


————— 


Concert People 





Karin Branzell, Met contralto since 
1922, has been set for five perform- 
ances with the San Francisco Opera 
Co. and three in Chicago. Her ini- 
tial U. S. tour will be launched Nov. 
14 with a Chicago recital, to be fol- 
lowed with a tour of the south. 





Sidney Foster, 23-year-old Ameri- 
can pianist, will have 18 concert 
dates this fall. He will also appear 
with several symphonies. 





Martha Graham, dancer, opens & 
20-date concert tour in Hartford 
Dec. 1. 





Egon Petri, pianist, has been set 
for 35 concert dates this fall by WGN 
Concerts, Opens in Harrisburg, Pa., 
Oct. 21. 





Josephine Antoine, Met coloratura, 
opens a 25-date concert tour Dec. 1 
in Dayton, O. She is also to sing 
with the Chicago Opera Co. 





WGN Operatic Quartet, consisting 
of Frederick Jagel, Josephine An- 
toine, John Brownlee and Karin 
Branzell, all of the Met, open their 
tour in Vancouver Oct. 10. 





John Brownlee, Australian bari- 
tone of the Met, has been set for five 
performances in San Francisco, five 
in Chicago and 80 at the Met for the 
coming season. 





Sacha Gorodnitzki, pianist, has been 
booked for seven appearances in the 
N. Y. area during the fall and winter. 
He opens at Columbia University on 
Oct. 1. His 15 concert dates include 
two recitals in Havana. 





Curtis String Quartet has been 
booked for 20 appearances for the 
coming season, opening Oct. 22 with 
the Philadelphia Chamber Music 
Society. 





Another new operatic revival be- 
ing considered by the Met for Sal- 
vatore Baccaloni, its comic basso, is 
Rimsky-Korsakoff’s ‘Tsar Saltan,’ re- 
cently given with him in South 
America. 





Frederich Schorr, Met opera bari- 
tone since 1922, celebrated his 52d 
birthday and 2lst wedding anniver- 
sary yesterday (Tuesday). 

American Guild of Musical Artists 
has signed a contract with the St. 
Louis Opera Co. covering that com- 
pany’s 1941-42 season. AGMA has 
cleared Amedeo Passeri, impresario 
and its members can now do busi- 
ness with him. 





Jan Peerce will make six Victor 
records this week with an orchestra 
under Wilfred Pelletier of the Met. 


Ariaz to be recorded are from 
‘Juive,’ ‘Rigoletto,’ ‘Boheme,’ 
‘Faust,’ ‘Aida’ and ‘Pagliacci.’ Leon- 


ard Warren, Met baritone, will re- 
cord at the same time. 





Jan Kiepura has recorded arias 


‘Tosca.’ Performances, if Lawrence 
accepts, will take place in Newark 
the third week of September and at 
the Al Jolson theatre, N. yY,. the 
second week of October. 





Emma _ Boynet, French pianist 
opens a 10-date concert tour of the 
U. S. in September. Prior to her 
U. S. debut she appears with the To- 
ronto Philharmonic on Sept. 11, 





Rise Stevens is mentioned as a pos- 
sible new ‘Carmen’ at the Met this 
fall under Sir Thomas Beecham. 





Alexander’ Brailowsky, Pianist, 
will tour Central America for five 
weeks, starting Sept. 15. Tour opens 
in Mexico City and closes in Havana, 





Pierre Luboshutz and Genia Ne- 
menoff, duo pianists, open a 40-date 
tour in New Bedford, Mass., Oct. 9, 
Their N. Y. appearance will be at 
Town Hall Jan. 23. 





Artur Schnabel will appear with 
the N. Y. Philharmonic on Nov. 13, 
14 and 16. Six other N. Y. appear. 
ances have been scheduled for him 
by NBC, these being a Shubert Cycle 
under the New Friends of Music at 
Town Hall Jan, 4, 11, 18, 25 and Feb, 
1 and 14. 


KREISLER CALLS 
OFF 1941 DATES 


Detroit, Sept. 2. 

Evidence that there will be no 
tour this year for Fritz Kreisler was 
given with the cancellation of his 
Oct. 14 appearance on the Masoni¢ 
Auditorium Series here, which was 
to have opened his national trek, 
In begging off the Detroit appear- 
ance, the violinist, injured earlier 
this year in a traffic accident in 
New York, indicated that he wanted 
to be relieved of all engagements 
until after Jan. 8, 1942. 

Dorothy Maynor, soprano, and 
Jascha Heifetz, violinist, have been 
booked since the cancellation of the 
Kreisler date, with season ticket 
holders given the options on either 
in place of the original artiste. 


PASSERI PUTTING OPERA 
INTO N. Y. AMBASSADOR 


Amedeo Passeri will present 10 
performances of opera at the Am- 
bassador theatre, New York, opening 
Sept. 11 with ‘Carmen,’ with Wini- 
fred Heidt in the title role. Other 
singers engaged are Eugene Conley, 
Aroldo Lindi, Felix Knight, Fran- 
cesco Naya, Mostyn Thomas. 

Operas to be given are ‘Boheme,’ 
‘Rigoletto,’ ‘Aida,’ ‘Trovatore,’ ‘Trav- 
iata,” ‘Pagliacci’ and ‘Cavalleria 
Rusticana.’ 
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Nobody knows where the pesos 
are coming from, but the American 
Ballet, currently touring South 
America, is now in Chile after com- 
pleting an across-the-Andes hop in 
three chartered Panagra planes for 
no one knows how much coin in or- 
der to play a benefit date sponsored 


them and who filled every one of 
the town’s three hotels. 


“When the snow got deeper, it was 
decided training across would prob- 
ably be a matter of weeks-of wait- 
ing. Planes were the only solution, 
but Pan-American airways officials 
explained that even when ships be- 





the Cleveland Symphony, Jan. 8-10. 
His N.Y. recital is booked for Nov. 1 
at Carnegie Hall. 


from ‘Martha’ and ‘Tosca’ for Colum- 
bia, as well as his own words to a 
Chopin song and one of Wienawski. 


ae 
a. amen 


Met Mulls ‘Tristan’ 
With Martinelli for B.0. 











Alexander Kipnis and Zinka Mi- 
lanov gave a concert in Buenos Aires ! 
for ‘Bundles for Britain’ last week | 


Chautauqua Opera Series 
Proves a 100% Sellout 








by Sra. Agurre Cerda, wife of the| gan flying there wouldn't be room which drew $3,145 at the boxoffice. Worried over the possibility that 

Chautauqua, Sept, 2. | President of this Republic, and keep| for the company, much less the ‘Tristan and Isolde,’ its best b.0. 

‘ : oi their tour sche scenery = ; , aritc attraction last year, may not draw 
{ ' ‘ The Chautauqua Opera Assn. on schedule, scenery. Bennett Challis, French baritone, acto St year, may n¢ 





|due te the absence of Kirsten Flag 
stad, Met opera heads are mullil 
the possibility of giving the title ro 
to Giovanni Martinelli and let tl) 


Precedent-breaking air jaunt, first 
its kind in Latin-America 
the first anywhere, 
necessitated when the 50-member | U. 


has been engaged as the notary in 
Charles L. Wagner's presentation of 
‘Don Pasquale’ this fall. 


Since the group has Rockefeller 
and | Committee blessing—some say cash 
was |as well—Kerstein, in B. A., stirred 


elosed down its summer opera pres- f 
entations Thursday (28), after hav-|° 
ing presented seven operas in 13 probably 
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performances from July 21 to Aug. 
£3. All operas were given in Eng- 
lish through the cooperation of the 
Juilliard School of Music and every 
one sold out. 

Among some of the singers heard 
during the season were Josephine 
Antoine and Susanne Fisher, of the 
Met; Joan Peebles, Clifford Menz, 
George Britton and John Tyers. 


Rio Holding Tuminia 


Rio de Janeiro, Sept. 2. 

Option on Josephine Tuminia, Met 
@oloratura, has been picked up here 
for an additional fortnight after suc- 
eess scored in ‘Lucia,’ and soprano 
will be forced to fly to the U.S. on 
Oct. 13 in order to make her concert 
bookings. 

Singer opens in Newport, R. L,|! 
Oct. 24. : 








company found itself stuck on 


it and the Pacific coast. 


ing to what really happened. 


Argentina. 
themselves holed 


buses or planes, 





they put on 
Mendoza, getting a big play from 


the 
Argentine side of the Mountains in 
Mendoza with all roads blocked and 
the biggest blizzard in years between 
Train and 
bus combo originally planned—there 
being no direct airline between Ar- 
gentine and Chile—was in itself con- 
sidered expensive and risky, but es- 
timated cost turned out to be noth- 


Ballet, run by Lincoln Kerstien, 
hit out for the Argentine pampa af- 
ter playing 19 performances in B.A. 
They gave two in Rosario, second 
largest city in Argentina, then moved 
to Cordoba for a pair, and next to 
Mendoza in the far western part of 
Arriving just as the 
snow was getting started, they found 
in a day later. 
Nothing was coming or going. Trains 
Instead of moping, 
two extra shows in 


S. Ambassador Norman Armour 
to do something, citing the official 
| date in Chile plus other engagements 
all along the line in Peru, Ecuador, 
Colombia, etc. Upshot was that the 
long-distance phone was put to work 
and Henry R. Norweb, U. S. Ambas- 
sador to Peru, was routed out of 
bed in Lima, S. A., base of the air- 
line. He got Pan-America to send 
down three extra twenty-one-seater 
planes. 


Seats were ripped from one ship 
to accomodate all the scenery, lights 
and props that could be carried. 
Stage Manager Bob Avray had 
Georges Balanchine and the entire 
company up all night taking stuff out 
of trunks and pilling it in cardboard 
boxes to lighten weight. Everybody 
was limited to one small suitcase 
and trunks, etc. 

Kerstien guaranteed the cost would 
be met without knowing where the 
coin would come from. Airline took 
his 1.0.U. 








Francesca Cassardi, nee Frances 
Cassard, American dramatic soprano, 
has recently arrived from _ Italy, 
where she spent the past few years 
singing in all the principal opera 
houses. She will appear with the 
Chicago Opera Co. this fall, 





Lotte Lehmann and Bruno Walter 
will appear in a joint benefit concert 
for ‘Bundles for Britain’ in N. Y. in 
March, 





Lily Pons was in three countries 
over the weekend. She left Mexico 
to go through the U. S, to Toronto, 
where she appeared Sept. 2 with the 
Symphony orchestra. Her U. S. tour 
opens in York,-Pa., Sept. 23, 





Alfredo Salmaggi is dickering with 
Robert Lawrence, assistant music 
critic of the N. Y. Herald Tribune, 
to conduct two performances 





eo eR 


veteran Italian tenor appear opposit 
Elisabeth Rethberg. 

If this is done it is highly probable 
that Lauritz Melchior, the company 8 
‘Tristan,’ will take over a_ petr- 
formance of ‘Otello.’ 

Both tenors have sung the parts 
before, but not in N. Y. 





Columbia, NBC Sets Subs 
For Kirsten Flagstad Date 


Of the 54 concert dates set for 
Kirsten Flagstad this fall and win- 
ter, already 85% have been filed by 
other artists. NBC has succeeded in 
getting the bulk of these, with Lau- 
ritz Melchior, John Charles Thomas, 
Marion Anderson, Jarmila Novotna, 
Artur Rubinstein, Ezio Pinza and 
Dusolina Giannini being the repre- 
sentatives from that organization 

Columbia has set Helen Traubel 


of | for some of the other dates. 
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BEST N. Y. BAND SE 





Glenn Miller to Lead Of All-Dance 
Policy Oct. 4 at Westchester Centre 


+ 

Westchester County Centre, White 
Plains, N. Y., will again be opened 
this fall to name bands, this time for 
Saturday night dancing rather than 
topping a general variety entertain- 
ment. Arnold S. Rittenberg, former 
theatre operator and _ exploitation 
man, is heading the new venture, 
scheduled to open Oct. 4 with Glenn 
Miller’s orch. 

Admission tap for the terpers will 
be $2.20 per couple, with stags pro- 
hibited. Miller will get a guarantee 
of $1,500 for the Saturday night | Noble have been partners since or- 
against 60% of the gross. It's esti-| panizing the present outfit, after 
mated that the spot, recently | working together in the late Orville 
equipped with a new dance floor | Knapp’s crew and later with George 
costing $12,000, can accommodate | Ojsen, Floyd is going to New York 
5,000 dancers comfortably. _ , | to recruit members for his own or- 

Rittenberg’s deal with the Civic | chestra and expects to have it ready 
centre calls for a rental guarantee by November. 


and percentage. The new dance 
promoter figures his advertising DRA UPSE 


budget will run between $200 and 





Floyd Quits L. Noble 
To Form His Own Orch 


Cleveland, Sept. 2. 

Chick Floyd, pianist and arranger 
for Leighton Noble’s orchestra now 
at Hotel Cleveland’s Bronze Room, 
is leaving the organization Sept. 15 
to build up his own band. 

Howard Anderson, who played pi- 
ano for Noble last year when Floyd 
specialized on the novachord, will 
return to take his place. Floyd and 








$300 weekly, with $1,000 being spent 
for an opening week exploitation 
splurge. 

In the past the County Centre has 
been leased by promoters for the 
playing of name bands strictly for 
visual and aural appeal and not for 
dancing. The success of these ven- 
tures has varied according _to 
weather breaks and = advertising ~ 
costs. 


Larry Clinton’s is the first band 

be seriously bothered by con- 
scription. Clinton has cancelled 
———— three one-night theatre dates en 
route back to New York, where he 
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HOTEL B 
JW COMPLETE 


Record Concentration of Box- 


office Bands Will Be on 


Hand in Metropolitan Area 
This Fall and Winter 











ALSO IN SUBURBS 





Additional bookings in the past | 
couple of weeks makes the long! 
lineup of bands set for fall and win- | 
ter location dates in New York just 
about the heaviest concentration of 
high-power boxoffice bands the 
metropolitan area has ever seen. 
With the booking last week of Art 
Jarret for the Biltmore hotel, last 
remaining major hotel job, opening | 





Sept. 27, and the recent dating of|tion territory opened to them soon, 
Count Basie and Andy Kirk for the|when the new Statler hotel, Wash- 
Uptown Cafe Society and Famous ington, is completed. 
be |} band bookers the spot is figuring on 
jumping to a wide variety of styles | using top-caliber dance outfits in its 
Openings begin this | dining room, a brand of music that 
week and continue through early |the Capital has never had in ‘run’ 
| doses. 
hotels have had names of a sort off 
land on, but never the higher-pow- 
ered bands. 


Door, respectively, N.Y. will 


| October. 

Bands set for New York hotel 
openings: 

Blue Barron, Edison, tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 


eye | ’ . 
: . | opens at Loew's State Sept. 18, be- | 
Chi Ads il Local Dai 1€S ‘cause three members of his brass 


scheduled to debut in 


Burn Milw. Ballroom Ops Shaki Layoff is to give him time to 


‘break in new men. 

Cancelled dates 
Washington, Pa.; 10 at 
W. Va., and 11th at Ambridge, Pa. 


r ar Ns i t 
Milwaukee, Sept. 2. are Sept. 9 a 


Dance hall operators here who are 
consistent advertisers throughout the 
year are peeved at local newspapers | 
for accepting copy from out-of-town | . ss 
ballrooms seeking to lure hooters | Hundling, Barnet Singer, 
away from this area. 

The dancery impresarios say they 
never squawked about merely sub- 
urban operators plugging their wares 
locally, nor even when Waukegan 
Ill., boosted its attractions in the 
Milwaukee prints, but they really 
got riled up this past week when 
Andrew Karzas purchased liberal 
space to publicize Dick Jurgens and | viously cost the life of his driving 
Lawrence Welk at his Aragon and | companion, Anthony Etri 
Trianon | fot Police have dropped the investi- 


the Labor Day weekend. 


Ios Angeles, Sept. 2 


Harold Hundling, 33, one of Quin- 
tone singers in Charlie Barnet’s 
band, died here Aug. 29 as a result 
of a motor crash which had pre- 


ballrooms in Chicago 
gation started with the discovery of 


a 
marihuana cigarets in the wrecked 


car 


JACK JENNEY BROKE 


Files Bankruptcy in N. Y.—Owes 
$31,598, Assets $200 


Etri Had ‘Premonition’ 
Ironic angle in the death of ‘Bus’ 
Etri. guitarist with Charlie Barnet’s 
| band, in an auto crash in Hollywood 
unem- recently, is that Etri didn’t want to 
go to the Coast He expressed to 
fellow bandmembers a premonition 
that something might happen, point- 
ing out that the last time the band 
was on the Coast, at the Palomar, 


Truman Elliott Jenney, 
ployed orchestra leader known as 
Jack Jenney, filed a voluntary pe- 
tition of bankruptcy in N. Y. federal 
court Friday (29) listing $200 in as- 


sets and $31,598 in liabilities. In| * , ; tag: } 
1940 Jenney earned $2.696 and in | ‘Me Spo! burned and they lost li- 
1941 he has earned $1.500. He’s | brary al d instruments. 


He tried for weeks, musicians close 


Artie Shaw's trombone - 
to him say, to get Mike Brya gui- 


Since joined 


section; also is a house musician at , - a ee 
CBS and NBC tig "ee ee ee eee 
. his place 3rvali S A 
Music Corp. of America is the 
$ - } » 7 UW ref é 
largest creditor. being owed $15.000 
; se Barnet anc Etr i vent 
on a loan. Next largest is Reuben , 
Weinstein. owed $12,601 on a loar sa 


and percentage of Jenney’s gross up 


to 1949 in return for the loan : 

Others are Ear] Baker of Local 802 Duo-Band Policy Replaces 
of the AFM, $41: Bob Welch of | pp it ti ‘Nava 

Young & Rubicam. $10. and Dave |  loorshow in Cleve. Hotel 


Ringle, $20. Cleveland, Sept. 2. 
Statler is trying 


combos in its Cuban Terrace 


out two-band 


200m 


Valley Dale Shuts by setting Ray Morton's orchesti a 

: fand Jose Perez's ensemble for its 

Valley D: Columbus, Sept. 2. reopening Sept. 22. Morton will 
alley ale, hoofery for over a play pop tunes while Perez will 


decade, closed yesterday (Monday). 
Spot, under management of Lou 
Peppe, will remain dark for six 
weeks for extensive renovations. 
Policy when the Dale reopens in Oc- 
tober has not been definitely deter- | 
mined, although odds favor change 
to a dine-dancery. 

Deal by which Frank Dailey, op- 
erator of the Meadowbrook, New 
Jersey, would take over, apparently 
has cooled, 


shake up the rhumbas, alternating 
in musical marathon. Spot is drop- 
ping floor shows this winter. 

Juan Makula’s Latin - American 
outfit has been signed by Frank Mo- 
naco to reopen his Monaco’s Cafe, 
which has been dark the last fort- 
night for redecorations. One of the 
| burgh’s class dance-dineries, it is be- 
ling enlarged and installing Rita 
| Coughlin’s cocktail unit in its new 
| lounge room. 








. . , | 
Austin Wylie moved in Monday 
(1) as house band at Pier Ballroom, 

Celoron, N. Y. 


Louis Prima band 
| cordings on Okeh. label. 


Dies of Crash Hurts 


taken for re- 


Clarksburg, | 


Andy Kirk, Famous Door, Friday 
(5). 
Johnny Messner, McAlpin, Sept. 9 


Count Basie, Uptown Cafe So- 
ciety, Sept. 16. (Duke Ellington.) 

Harry James, Lincoln, Sept. 18. 

Guy Lombardo, Roosevelt, Sept. 


25. 
Art Jarret, Biltmore, Sept. 27. 
Eddy Duchin, Waldorf, Oct. 3 
Glenn Miller, Pennsylvania, Oct 


| 6. (Jimmy Dorsey.) 


'is also enlarging 


| year. 


Benny New Yorker, 


Oct. 9. 
Vaughn Monroe, Commodore, Oct 


9. 


Goodman, 


Sammy Kaye, Essex House, Oct 
20. 

Vincent Lopez, current at the 
Taft, remains there until Feb. 7 
1942. Ray Kinney will, as usual, 
give way to Lani McIntire at the 


Lexington hotel, but date isn't set 
Band expect the 
season to be one of the best in years 


bookers coming 


in the metropolitan area, just as 
one-nighters and various locations 
dates, seashore and inland, expe! 

enced a sharp upturn the past sum 
mer In addition to allotting some 
of the best bands in the count to 
top-notch jobs in the city Iiburban 
spots, with their important wire 

are also being sci nbled after more 
than ever and ' places art 
being opened as ‘broadcast jobs.’ 
Tommy Tucker, who closed Monday 


(1) at the Berkeley-Carteret hotel 


Asbury Park, sits down again begin- 


the Colonial Inn 


ning Oct. 10 at 
Singac, N. J.. with Mutual and CBS 
lines. Colonial heretofore had used 
non-name acts and local music. With 
rucke 1001 ) 1 be dropped 
and the g ) 
+ Pp 
y 
. 
a 
Rural High Spots 
Othe ] ae 1 
he excepts of R 1 ( l BE 
glewood Clift N.J ind Blue Gar 
dens, Armonk, N.Y Rustic no 
Teddy Powell until the end of Sep- 


tember When he is replaced it will 
be with the 
at that time, to tee-off the nov 
building addition which will in- 
crease the spot’s seating capacity to 
1,750. Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook 
picking up anothe1 
300 seats. Dailey has Benny Good- 
man coming in (ll) for 

prior to the band’s 


biggest name available 


ext week 
Xt Week 


three weeks 


debut at the New Yorker hotel Oct 
9 Tommy Dorsev follows Good- 
man, then Jimmy Dorsey, and 
Sammy Kaye around the first of the 


That's the cream. 
Log Cabin, Armonk, N-Y.. now has 
Les Brown, but takes Bob Cheste: 


| Sept. 24, while Brown goes to Chi- 


|cago to 
| Blackhawk. 


‘ter operation, remains open 


replace Art’ Jarret at the 
Whether the Astor 
Roof, which has been mulling win- 
beyond 


creased 
with all of its Government 


Blue Gardens, 


OOKINCS. Jitterbugs Evidently Ain't MadatShaw, 


Who Grosses $15,930 in Four 1-Niters 





— 


St k R . Artie Shaw, who popped himself 
ec evamping |into the dog-house about a year and 
_ |a half ago by tossing uncompliment- 
Newark, Sept. 2. | ary remarks about band-crazy young- 
Gus Steck is disbanding his orch,| sters, apparently hasn't been forgot- 
preparatory to setting up new combo! ten by them despite his utterances. 
in the fall. Shaw last week (29) took his new 
Band, currently playing The) 32-piece one-night band out on the 
Brook, Morris Turnpike, Summit, is/ first road trip he has taken since last 
owned by Steck and Joe Zigler. | year and in four dates grossed a total 
eae i of $15,930, less tax. He began at 
|Hampton Beach Casino, 


Hampton 
| Beach, N. H., pulling 4,321 dancers 
jat $1. 

bd | Hopping to Kimball's Starlight 


| Park, Lynnfield, Mass. (30), he gath- 
jered 3,848 at same price; next day 
| (31) he lured 4,185 at $1 into Lyon- 
feng Ballroom, Marlboro, Mass... and 
} On Monday (1) filled the ballroom at 
| Canobie Lake, N.H., with 3.576 at $1. 
Name bands will have new loca- 


WHITEMAN SRO 
EVEN BEFORE 
HE OPENS 





According to 





Carlton and Wardman Park 


It’s figured that the 
population of 


sharply in- 
Washington, 
defense 
workers, et al, will be a 
for the top course 
the increased ponulation and the 
lack of accommodations is the rea- 
son for the new link in the Statler 


pushover 
bandleaders. Of 


Eiko, Nev., Sept. 2 

Paul Whiteman is still the ‘king of 
jazz’ and worth driving hundreds of 
miles over mountain and desert to 
see and hear, as far as Nevadans are 
chain, concerned. With a week to go be- 
fore Whiteman, his orchestra and a 

floor show opens a nine-day run in 

the Commercial hotel’s lounge here, 


ARAGON, CLEVE., GOING |< commercial n« nge he 
rva ions por both ve sew ene 
FOR NAME BAND POLICY sto ve tne tra 


Notwithstanding the fact that the 
Elko County Fair (Sept. 11-14) nat- 
urally brings in the ranchers and 
miners, it seems to be the Whiteman 
name that will pack them in here, 


Cleveland, Sept. 2 
Lloyd Meyers is shifting his Ara- 


gon ballroom into a big-name policy 


Sept. 14, when Jan Savitt starts pre- : 
season dances. Owner ext ~ judging by the comments of these 
Ae ‘ 1 1© io lllian ng « 
, | westerners 
trip east with Bill Buetell, of local is erners. 
Music Corp. of America office. to his indicates perhaps that there 
line up bands {may be a neglected field way out 
With the folding of tl Triaron | West in the sagebrush country for 
i ) bik, 1e A i ‘ 

_ . r t > > aria me ? , rb 
ballroom. the Aragon automatically big name entertainment Pe: eps 
becomes the tow’'s No. 1] P all surprisingly, because these outdoor 
‘ n , V ( A ld > il mt 

ks ae aa’ time people definitely are discri! ating 
I « A i 
f+ ere ¥ iy ' in their choice of entertainme t 
=< ae a : ; , nas to be good to get over 
i V % Of © i 
( é Horvath tu dit ito a 
° s] 
ving emporium this seas ®. Musical Contract 
super-bowling emporium this season.’ Miygical Contractor 
| ) vié € ;00 a piavea 
Ta 1 no 


uifits on home-talent.| — Gagvag Point Vs. AFM 
vag ; In Its Ouster Suit 


~Y 


Rosen, member of Local 


Strong, Garber, Hamilton American Federation of 
isician for the past 36 year won 
t 


r ‘ _ © N 
At Kentucky State Fair his first step toward reinstateme: 


f car 
Loui \ Wi 


Nathan 
802 (N.Y.) 


nm the nie ror 
le S pt 2 In e unlo iron 


Rosen declared he til] of ot 
: expelled. but in- 
dicates that it seem Ive from 


sunderstanding, with the union 


know wh he was 


: 97 } to evi 
pavilion 18 soc, a CNange in poi 
am 


from previous se@asol vhen the ga that is , 
‘ 9c } Claiming lé whnie ne was ne rnue 
price was 25c, and 19c¢c for each alt 5 at, ¥ ‘ 
sic contractor with the Russian 
cance 


Ballet, he paid members of the or- 
“4 ¢ . .' chestra less than the $100 weekly 
open the fair Sunday ane at 
os % , : oF minimum in the 1937-38 season. 
(7) by John Lair, while grandstand 


throushout $ ore Rosen says this is not true, since he 
oughout the week will 


Renfro Barn Dance has 


been set to 


Valley 


++ ot r 
ttLraClions ti 


9 . was with the Salzburg Opera Co. 
be Lynch's Death Dodgers, a rodeo} | ‘ 1a j a ; the 
. ahh nz season, and aid ne rejoin tH 
how, Clyde Beatty's Wild Animal ee: + 
, , ' Ballet until 1938-39. 
how. Johnny J. Jones shows will 


again occupy the midway as for sev- 
eral seasons past. 
¢ 
still undecided 
Hoff current, 


Kyser Ork Encores 


exit is 
Carl 


Chester's ——_ 
Los Angeles, Sept. 2. 


gets Mitchell Ayres for short stay Kay Kyser’s orch has been se 
Ost 3, but has no one set after that. for another Lucky Strike commere- 
Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, | cia! film. 

is set. Claude Thornhill opened This is the third to be made bg 


there last week (27). (Kyser for Lucky Strike. 


— 
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A showease of the dollar and cents musical 
organizations of America... whether record, 
ballroom, traveling or 


cinematic. 


It will give the trade the answer to ‘How’s 
Business’ in a statistically compiled manner... . 
A glimpse at the past and an eye toward the 
future... all necessary to the running of any 
business ... a compiled factual history of popular 
music, the band business, the jukebox saga, the 
hotel ‘takes’ in connection with name bands, the 
cafe ‘covers’ in connection with the drawing 
power of the names they book . . . what the musi- 
‘al organization means to a radio program .. . 
and how best to make money... based on factual 


the BOXOFFICE 


TET 


To Be Published Sept. 17 


compiled 


issue of ... 
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Coin-Catching Records—and Others 


—_—— 











Tommy Dorsey (Victor Album P-80) 


Book of eight sides containing Dorsey’s biggest past and comparatively 
recent hits should be a big seller. Beginning with band’s theme, ‘Getting 
Sentimental Over You,’ the album includes ‘Marie,’ ‘Who,’ ‘Song of India,’ 
‘Royal Garden Blues,” ‘Little White Lies,’ ‘Stardust’ and ‘I'll Never Smile 
Again. They’re played by a top-notch band, with the exception of the 
last two, which are almost all vocal. On regular Victor release of last 
week is Dorsey’s ‘Blue Skies —‘Backstage at the Ballet’ (Victor 27566) by 
the current outfit. Anyone who thinks the 1937 and 1941 Dorsey-led 
combos had anything in common should bend an ear to both. However, 
‘Skies’ for counters and machines, should sell heftily. It reels off good 
Dorsey tromboning and chorus vocal led by Frank Sinatra. Band work 
is bit too brassy. ‘Ballet’ is a solidly turned straight instrumental, studded 
with sock solos. \ 


Sammy Kaye; ‘Minka’—Wasn’t It You’ (Victor 27567) 


Kaye might have another machine click in the first side. An unusual 
' ballad, smoothly sung by Tommy Ryan, the melody grows in appeal with 
repetition. It’s split by fast Russian-tempo instrumental work. Reverse, 
also sung by Ryan, is an average ballad tune, not likely to make much of 
a dent. 


'Glenn Miller, ‘Happened in Sun Valley’—Kiss Polka’ (Bluebird 11263) 


Knowledge that these are film tunes isn’t necessary. They give that 
impression. ‘Valley’ will sell on counters and have a moderate run in 
|the boxes. There’s nothing in the lively-played tune or its treatment by 
| Miller to suggest a solid hit. Band increases the tempo as it goes along. 
| Ray Eberle, Paula Kelly, Tex Beneke and Modernaires vocal. For mae 
chines, the reverse, bit slower in tempo, vocalled by Ernie Caceres, Paula 
Kelly, Modernaires, is better material. 








Vaughn Monroe, ‘Pants Too Long’—Two Pair Shoes’ (Bluebird 11260) 

First is a good novelty for machines or counter. Lyric is handled in 
easy, slow tempo by Ziggy Talent, who’s from the band, and he does a 
saleable job. Reverse, sung by Mildred Law at average dance speed, 
isn’t much of a tune. Band sounds okay. 

Dolly Dawn; ‘Slowpoke’—Fancy Meetin’ You’ (Bluebird 11251) 

Miss Dawn's debut on Bluebird, and not very auspicious. She takes two 
ordinary rhythm melodies and-does an ordinary job. Not for machines. 
‘Slowpoke’ side is unexciting tune; reverse is better rhythm melody, but 
her flat, unmelodious vocal ruins it. 





Inkspots; ‘Until Real Thing Comes’—’Keep Cool, Fool’ (Decca 3958) 

Spots’ version of the standard will sell as well as any of their sides, 
machine or counter. Formula is the same, tenor on the melody and the 
| spoken break; tune is a guaranteed one. Reverse is overshadowed, though 
jas the Spots do it, it’s a saleable rhythm tune. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| King Sisters; ‘He’s I-A In Army’—Having Lonely Time’ (Bluebird 11252) 

Machines will be pushover for first, another Army tune. Quartet puts 
a smart lift and snap into the melody that makes it click solidly. Band 
backing is in the same category. Ballad backing gets equally good treat- 
ment, but it makes a dull impression melodically. 


Horace Heidt; ‘Set World on Fire’-—Mama’ (Columbia 36295) 

Heidt’s version of ‘Fire’ doesn’t improve on Tommy Tucker's. It’s in 
same tempo and it also will sell solidly in boxes and on counters. Larry 
Cotton reaches too hard for smoothness in his lyric; he’s helped by Donna 
and Don Juans. Backing is another machine potential, unhappily used as 
a coupling on a strong hit. Based on old Italian folk-song, the arrange- 
ment and handling has a light lift and it sums up as an outstanding 
novelty. Glee club vocals. 
| Alvino Rey; ‘Here Comes Bride’—Dancing With Dream’ (Bluebird 11254) 

First side doesn’t seem to have much mackine potentiality, but Rey 
followers ought to eat it up. Swing version of the wedaing melody is 
humorously treated by Rey’s guitar and exceptionally well played and 
arranged. Reverse ballad is probably better than Bill Schallen’s tired 
vocal makes it sound. Rey needs a male vocalist, but it’s better to be 





| without one than ruin tunes. Victor should never have released this side. 
Art Jarrett; ‘Delilah’—Nickel Serenade’ (Victor 27571) 

Machines won't find much here. First tune, sung negatively in dance 

tempo by Jarrett, isn’t much melodically or in lyric. ‘Serenade’ side is bet- 


ter, but still not strong enough to do much. Smoothies’ vocal is weak. 
Sonny Dunham’s pressing of ‘Serenade’ (Bluebird 11253) also misses the 
mark. His is an innocous rhythm playing that commands little attention 
Band doesn’t handle it too well either. Diane Mitchell's vocal is dull 
‘Hy Neighbor’ has more pep, but it won't do much more. Ray Kellogg 
vocals, 
Harry James; ‘You Made Me Love You’'—‘Sinner Kissed Angel’ (Col. 36296) 

First side should find moderate box run, but its best reception will be on 
counters. It’s another slow-tempoed, open-bell trumpet exhibition most 
of the way, and it’s good. Parts of accompaniment aren't clean. No vocal 
Backing is lost. Poor ballad, vocaled well by Dick Haymes, it gets no- 
where. 

Tiny Hill; ‘Don't Let Julia’—Time Changes Everything’ (Okeh 6343) 

Corn is always in season with Hill. It's his style. He’s popular in mid- 
| west and that’s where lively ‘Julia’ side will sell in machines. It’s engraved 
| with neat pep for the way it’s handled. Reverse even rings in the old 
|} Sandpaper blocks. Hill vocals both. 





| aici 
Tony Pastor; *‘Yoo-Hoo’—‘Shepherd Serenade’ (Bluebird 11264) 
| Machines can use the first side, released to take advantage of the recent 
Army incident in the midwest. Al Jolson’s 1919 hit, the tune fits Pastor 
and it gets over solidly Band's playing and the arrangement is okay. 
Lively tempo helps. ‘Serenade’ side has possibilities. Johnny McAfee 
vocals, 
Artie Shaw ‘It Had to Be You’—‘If I Had You’ (Victor 27536) 

Victor mistakenly labelled both sides ‘If I Had You.’ ‘A’ side is a lively, 
smartly scored arrangement of ‘It Had to Be You,’ which can be of value 
to boxes. It rides solidly with a rhythmic punch and various solos. Res 
verse, another of Shaw’s smooth rhythm standards, also hits mark. Com- 
plete with strings, mutes, good Shaw clarineting and a muted trumpet bit 
it'll sell best on counters. No vocals. 
Tommy Tucker ‘Don’t Want to Set World’—This Love of Mine’ (Okeh 6328) 
_First number here, an old one, is piece that carries machine potentiali¢ 
ties. It fits the band like a glove. Interpretation is smooth, at slow tempo, 
Amy Arnell, Voices Three Vocal. ‘This Love’ is another good medium 
tempo turnout. Ensemble vocals. 





Jimmy Dorsey ‘Embraceable You’'—Fingerbustin’ (Decca 3928) 

One of Dorsey’s infrequent ballads using Helen O’Connell vocal, ‘Em- 
braceable,’ a George-Ira Gershwin melody, will maintain the Dorsey 
machine pace. Singer's lyricing is provocative and unexpectedly good in 
view of her few attempts at ballads. It'll seH easily. Band work is solid 
all around, Reverse is leader’s new sax exercise-exhibition, designed to 
replace ‘Bumble Bee.’ It fills the bill. 
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Jimmy Dorsey, Monroe, James Crack 
Records; Lombardo Fair in Ohio 


(Estimates) 


Blue Barron (Peony Park, Omaha, Aug. 29). Very good 1,850 paid $1,665 
at 90c apiece for Barron. 

Tiny Bradshaw (Beale Ave. Avd., Memphis, Tenn., Aug. 27). 
poor 500 for $400 at 85c. 

Dol Brissette (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., Aug. 25). Local fave, 
Brissette gathered 1,100 at $1.35 couple, good for Monday night. 

Jimmy Dorsey (Convention Hall, Asbury Park, N. J., Aug. 30). Dorsey 
cracked record for dances and any other entertainment at Hall, drawing 
7.700 people at $1. Next night (31) he scattered high-water mark again, 
at Fernbrook Park, Dallas, Pa., with 3,837 at $1, topping Ted Lewis’ 16- 
year-old record. . ae 

Shep Fields (Aud., Ottawa, Can., Aug. 25). Fields did biggest biz since 
Guy Lombardo in 1938 with 1,809 at $1. At Celoron Park, Jamestown, 
N. Y., Aug. 23, Fields’ draw of 1,250 at $1 was fair in view of short notice 
and resultant lack of advertising. 

Ella Fitzgerald (Joyland Park, Lexington, Ky., Aug. 27). Miss Fitz- 
gerald’s 700 draw at $1 was rated ‘season’s standout’ by operators. Next 
day (28) band drew ‘excellent’ 900 at $i into Dixieland B., Lexington, Ky. 

Erskine Hawkins (City Aud., Galveston, Tex., Aug. 27). Good $750 from 
1.200 at 75c and 99c. City Aud., Houston, next day (28) turned up 2,500 

99c. 

Waane James (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., Aug. 26-30). Records 
are made to be broken heré; James is latest. He drew 16,000 hoofers at 
$1.35 couple for $10,800 gross. 
3,500 and 3,800. 

Guy Lombardo (Danceland, Buckeye Lake, O., Aug. 27). First central 
Ohio date several years ago gave Lombardo a pull of 2,500 at $1. At 
Celoron Park, Jamestown, N.Y., Aug. 29; ‘Fairly’ good 1,204 people at 
$2.50 advance, $3 gate. : 

Jimmie Lunceford (Roton Point Park, South Norwalk, Conn., Aug. 31). 
Small room, so Jimmie Lunceford’s 924 at 75c was rated ‘good.’ 

Abe Lyman (Plantation C., Houston, Tex., Aug. 27). Midweek attend- 
ance mark cracked; 1,300 at 99c advance, $1.24 door. 

Vaughn Monroe (Riverside Park, Agawam, Mass., Aug. 26). Monroe's 
breaking marks, too. Drew 2,433 here, 2,100 at 85c at gate, 333 advance 

t 65c. 

‘ Jan Savitt (Pleasure Beach Park, Bridgeport, Conn., Aug. 31). 
ended season here with good 1,361 at 99c. 

Artie Shaw (Hampton Beach Casino, Hampton Beach, N.H., Aug. 29). 
Playing first dance date with new band, Shaw walloped Casino b.o. with 
Biggest since Rudy Vallee’s 5,409 in 1930. Next night (30) 
band broke Kimball’s Starlight B., Lynnfield, Mass., mark with 3,848 at $1. 
Lyonhurst B., Marlboro, Mass., played to 4,185 at $1, Sunday (31) and 
Canobie Lake, N. H., date (1) got 3,757, at $1. 

Lang Thompson (Lake Worth Casino, Fort Worth, Aug. 25-30). Fair 
third week, appealing principally to younger folks; 4,300 at 44c-75c for 
$2,650. 





Rain hurt; 


Savitt 


St i i 


In the Waxworks 


944464444 946444 444446444464 
Claude Thornhill (Columbia) ‘Con- 


certo for Two,’ ‘Jim,’ ‘Moonlight 
Masquerade,’ ‘Miss You.’ 
Inkspets (Decca) ‘Don’t Leave 


Now,’ ‘I Don’t Want to Set the World 
on Fire,’ ‘Hey Doc,’ ‘Nothing.’ 





Will Bradley (Columbia) ‘Jack and 
Jill, ‘Stop and Ask Somebody,’ 
‘Don’t Let Julia Fool Ya.’ 

Charlie Barnet (Bluebird) ‘Peyton 
Hall,’ ‘Swingin’ on Nothing,’ ‘Har- 
lem Speaks,’ ‘Heart You Stole from 
Me.’ 


DECCA HOLDING BACK 
‘SUPERMAN’ ALBUM 


Decca Records has recorded, but 
is holding for the Christmas season, 
an album of six sides inscribed with 


Relativity 





Youngstown, Sept. 2. 

When Sammy Kaye played 
the Palace here recently and 
conducted his ‘So You Want to 
Lead a Band’ session, he handed 
the baton to a young man. 

‘Do you really mean I’m the 
leader now?’ asked the lad. 

‘You are,’ replied Kaye. 

‘Well, in that case, how about 
me hiring my brother-in-law as 











Starting Tuesday he drew 2,500, 3,100, 3,100, | 


the doings of ‘Superman.’ Platters 
were made by the cast which han- 
|dles the radio episodes of the ciar- | 
| toon character, with Jerry Mason 
Six sides represent one | 


| scripting. pt gage Fi tugs ve| MEYER DAVIS WAXING 


continuous 
called ‘Superman's Xmas Adven- 


a trumpet player? He’s been 
out of a job for a year’ 











similar album based on the Tarzan 
cartoon, which will also be released 
for holiday consumption. 





Meyer Davis makes his debut as a 
Columbia recording artist this week, 
when he starts cutting eight sides of 
a Vincent Youmans album with his 
personal orchestra of 21 men, com- 
prising six brass, seven reeds, four 
rhythm, three violins and _ viola. 
Album will be released in October. 

Davis, who is the No. 1 ‘society 
maestro,’ and has officiated at a 


number of the most important White 
| House functions, will experiment by 
|waxing four of the Youmans selec- 
|tions with full complement; the other 
four will omit the strings. Tunes to 
be waxed are ‘Without a Song,’ ‘Time 
On My Hands,’ ‘Great Day,’ ‘I Know 





Disc Jockey Branches 
Out as Ballroom Op 


Buffalo, Sept. 2. 

Roger Brown, disc-spinner over 
WBNY, is branching out as dance 
promoter. 

Booked Jan Savitt into suburban 
Williamsville Glen Sept. 11, followed 
by Tony Pastor and Raymond Scott, 
jand is plugging ’em plenty on nightly 
|dise show. 

















Courtney Better 





Del Courtney went back to work 


Bands at Hotel B.Q.’s 


That You Know,’ ‘I Want to Be 
Happy,’ ‘Hallelujah,’ ‘Tea for Two’ 
and ‘Carioca.’ 








this week at the Lyric theatre, Ind., NEW 


smash near Dayton, O., Aug. 17, (Presented herewith, as a 


weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 


Victor to Wax Paige’s 
YORK 


eae a to sedis a| 8 SIDES IN COL. DEBUT 


which put him in the hospital with a | 


fractured shoulder blade. Leader 
drove into a ditch to avoid piling 
into a stalled car left on a highway. 

Three of his bandmen were with 
him, but none were hurt. 











SONNY 
KENDIS 


Leading Both Bands 
STORK CLUB, New York 


47th Consecutive Week 


OF 
6th RETURN ENGAGEMENT 





| 
| 
} 
completely recovered from the “4 
} 
| 
| 
| 














After a Record-Breaking Tour 


HENRY 
BUSSE 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 
will appear 
Edgewater Beach Hotel 
Chicago 
Opening Sept. 5th 


























JOHNNY 
LONG 


and his orchestra 
HOTEL NEW YORKER 
NBC—DECCA RECORDS 





MANAGEMENT pts 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 
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=! on the week. 


| 


| 


| 
} 


| 
| 


| 


} 
} 








charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give} 
raom capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 


Covers Total | 
Weeks Past Covers | he 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
| Xavier Cugat..... Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50) ...cccccsseeses 20 2,600 41,100 
Bop Cnester. ¢.cos Mer CLGOG; TOCEL Ds sx icddncdesecses 1 2,900 2,900 
Ray Heatherton...Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 12 500 5,275 
Ray Kinney*......Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 20 1,300 26,150 
Johnny Long*.... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 12 1,725 li,212 
Hal Saunders..... St. Regis (400; $1-$1.50)............. 15 42 6,000 

—_— | 
*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 


major draw, | 
| 
| 


LOS ANGELES | 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Incoming vanguard of | 
labor holiday sightseers and amusement seekers boosted business to around | 
2,700 covers on the week. 

Carl Ravazza (Biltmore; 1,150; 
(27) for a good start and looks likely to catch on. 
2,200 in three days. 

Woody Herman (Palladium; 6,000; 55c-83c). Still giving out the way | 
the hoofers like it on the third week of holdover. Good for 19,000 stubs | 
Gene Krupa takes over Sept. 12. } 
Turned them 


$1-$1.50). Opened Thursday | 
Accounted for about 


minimum 


Harry Owens (Hotel Miramar, Santa Monica; 500; 50c-$1). 


away last week on a four-nights-a-week schedule to clock tidy 1,500 
payees. 
Bob Crosby (Casino, Catalina Island; 4,000; 28c-44c). With 4,000 and 


Did 18,000 on the week 


5,000 payee-nights, Crosby keeps raising the ante 
In a spot where they 


Ted Fio Rito (Trianon, Sou 1.200: 40c-55c) ( 
like ‘names.’ Fio Rito catching on fast Had one 1,300 night and a total 
of 4,600 payees for the week. 


thgate; 


Charlie Barnet (Casa Manana, Culver City; 2,000; 55¢). With two band 
members killed in auto crash and n.s.g. publicity as aftermath, slumped 


to around 4,000 for week. 


Chicago 


i . . } 
wire gas a _¢9 : 
Benny Goodman (Panther Room, Sherman Hotel; 700; $1-$2 min.). Clos- | 


ing his engagement with 3.883 people up until Friday, Goodman has broken 
all Panther Room records, Lionel Hampton opened and had a terrific | 
week-end of 3,400 payees. ; 

Skinnay Ennis* (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 supper min.). | 
Another fine week for the Ennis crew, playing to 5,800 patrons. 

Boyd Raeburn* (Chez Paree; 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). Carmen Amaya | 
and Cross and Dunn head the show here and biz is excellent; 5,300 people 
this past week. “7 

pA send Joy* (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Still 
going along consistently, Joy comes up with another good week, playing | 
to 2,100 patrons. ; 7 

Bob Grant* (Camellia House, Drake Hotel; 250; $2.50 min.). Russell 
Swann is the single act in this swank spot, and Grant can be credited 
largely with the total of 1,500 people for the week. 

Don Orlando* (Villa Moderne; 1,000; no min.). Proving a fair draw at 
this outside-city-limits roadhouse, Orlando comes up with 3.100 ad 
for the week. 

} 


San Francisco | 
(Rose Room, Palace Hotel, 500; 50-$1.50). Strike clouds 


Wili Osborne” 
bo! ‘ 1,500 paid covers. 


’ ‘ sol ? 
held Osborne s ng week to 


ope ning 


day 


‘Young Americans’ Orch 


Raymond 
‘Young 


Paige 
Americans’ 


his 


to a 


has signed 
orchestra 


| Victor Record contract,,under which 


began recording yesterday 
(Tues.) an album of sides to be re- 
leased on Red Seal discs. Band of 
45-pieces is staffed with youngsters 


|ranging between 16-25 years. Paige 
received applications from 2,000 
| hopefuls, interviewed 1,200, audi- 


tioned 800 and wound up with 45. 


Album will contain light fare. 


Leopold Stokowski’s ‘All-Youth’ 
| orchestra, an idea similar to Paige's, 
records for Columbia Records, but 
| sticks to heavy classics exclusively. 


BERNIE TO CHI 
New Commercial Causes Ritz, Bos- 
ton, Cancellation 


When Ben Bernie shifts his new 
five-times-a-week early evening ra- 


dio commercial for Wrigley Gum to} 


Chicago, Music Corp of America 


will probably spot him 


has also been after him. 
nie show was suddenly 
personal confab between 
stro and Phil Wrigley, 
and president of William 
Jr., Co. 

This 
Ritz Carlton 
opening, 

commercial 


set, after 
the mae- 
an old friend, 


necessitated canceling the 
Roof, Boston, for Fri- 
as Wrigley wants 
to emanate 


(5) 
the new 
from Chi. 

New show adds the 8 Marshalls 
plus the Bailey Sisters and Donald 
Saxon. 
deal. 


in a Chi} 
hotel, although the Rhumba Casino | 
New Ber- | 


Wrigley, 


No agency figured in the 


Tommy Dorsey, $73,000, Kaye, $48,000, 
Breaking N.Y. Records; Bernie, 24146, 
Philly; Calloway, 206 in 


Chi, Also Big 





Estimates for This Week 
Ben Bernie, Philadelphia—(Karle; 


, 
2,768; 35-46-57-68-75). Orchestra 


backed by Brenda and Cobina plus 
‘Whistling in the Dark’ (M-G) on 


the screen. Entire combo racking up 
hefty $24,500 with honors for the 
draw about evenly divided. 

Cab Calloway, Chicago — (State 
Lake; 2,700; 28-44). “Three Cockeyed 
Sailors’ (UA), English import item 
on the screen. Calloway band is the 
sole attraction of importance cur- 
rently and taking excellent $20,000. 

Del Courtney, Indianapolis—(Lyric; 
1,900; 30-40-50). ‘Sons O’ Guns’ 
(WB). Okay $11,000, with band 
credited with bulk of draw. 

Tommy Dorsey, New York—(Par- 
amount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). Plus 
‘Aloma of South Seas’ (Par) and 
Jack Gilford and Condos Bros. on 
stage. First week ended last (Tues- 
day) night broke theatre’s Labor 
Day week record for a sensational 
$73,000. 

Sammy Kaye, New York—(Strand;: 
2,767; 35-55-75-85-99). ‘Dive Bomber’ 
(WB) on screen a strong assist in 
getting a possible $48,000, mighty 
robust, with Kaye plenty potent. 
House had best Labor Day weekend 
in 10 years. 

Abe Lyman, Fort Worth—(Worth; 
1,100; 40-55). Fair matinees, near ca- 
pacity nights. Around $11,100 for 


five days with ‘Ringside Maisie’ 
(M-G), on screen, not rated much 
help. 

Frankie Masters, Pittsburgh — 


(Stanley; 3,800; 25-40-60). Teamed 
with Jerry Colonna and Mills Bros. 
on stage and ‘Life With Caroline’ 
(RKO) on screen. Sizzling $27,000. 

Tommy Reynolds, Providence — 
(Metropolitan; 3,300; 30-40-55). 
‘Country Fair’ (Rep) on_ screen. 
Diosa Costello and Frances Fay on 
stage. Swell $6,000. 

Alvino Rey, Chicago — (Chicago; 
4,000; 35-55-65-75). ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
| (20th) is picture, which is in third 
| week holdover, and biz will be good 
| $35,000. Last week, same picture 
| with Horace Heidt orchestra on 
stage, was big winner at $46,500. 

Ciro -Rimac, Baitimore — ‘Hip- 
podrome; 2,240; 15-28-39-44-55-66). 
‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan’ (Col) is 
picture attraction and healthy $15,500 
in sight. 
tee —~ 


JIMMY 
DORSEY 


and His Orchestra 


Featuring BOB FRERLE 
and HELEN O'CONNELL 
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The Fire That Won’t “Tucker” Out! 


I DON'T WANTTO SET 
THE WORLD ON FIRE 


TOMMY TUCKER—Okeh 6320 
HORACE HEIDT—Columbia 36295 
THE CHARIOTEERS—Okeh 6332 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 
1585 Broadway, New York City 
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NOT A HIT IN A CARLOAD 





Recordings Important But Dance Bands Are Careless— 


Soloists, Vocal and Instrumental, Weakest Point 


By Dick Gilber 


(The writer is the music authority for station WOV, 


himself playing phonograph records. 
Metronome, before joining the station. 
current dance band recording as it listens to him.) 


When a dance band puts a song on wax, the chance 
is about one in 20 that anything good will come of it. 
The reason for this high mortality is that somewhere 
along the line a fundamental of recording is over- 
looked or fluffed off. 

To get something worthwhile on a platter a band 
must be right with its (a) musicianship, (b) material, 
(c) arrangements, and (d) soloists. Obviously, other 
considerations also enter into solid grooving, but these 
are the principal ones over which a leader has control. 

Many poor discs result from poor musicianskip, or 
sloppy playing, often caused by lack of sufficient time 
to prepare for the recording date. Eddy Duchin flew 
into New York recently, cut some sides and hopped off 
pronto for some more dates in South America. He was 
mostly in the air and on the Erie and his records re- 
flect the bouncing around he took both places. Kay 
Kyser admits in a recent letter: ‘We realize that re- 
cordings mean everything to a band, but during the 
past few months we have been participating in so many 
different activities that we have not been able to de- 
vote as much time to our records as we have wanted 
to.’ 

Can these two bands, and the dozens of others in 
similar situations, really be said to be ‘trying’ when 
they record—or are they turning in sluffo jobs? 

Because of the pressure of one-nighting, doubling, 
and golf dates, numerous bad examples of musician- 
ship are pressed out each week. The hope is that 
somehow the public won't know the difference. But 
the public knows the difference and has several ways 
of making its collective voice heard. The average 
listener may not be able to put his finger on fuzzy 
trumpeting and an out-of-tune sax, but ke knows when 
a number isn’t right. and he buys the one that is. 

Rule 1 

The first thing any band has to decide for itself is 
whether it will be a ‘commercial’ crew or a ‘musician’s’ 
group. If it wants to get somewhere financially it 
must play music understandable to the genetfal public. 
Some musicians hold there can be no compromise be- 
tween sugar and sock, but there can. Shaw, Goodman, 
James and others put bite into their bands without 
nipping the hands that feed them. 

The trend today is definitely away from the jazzists, 
as even a cursory glance at Variery’s weekly tabula- 
tions of network, sheet music and jukebox preferences 


New York, and spends 15 periods a week on the air 
He’s also a seasoned newspaperman, formerly of Variety and last editor of 
It is for this reason that Variety requested Mr. Gilbert to do a story on 


their listeners instead of themselves. Sammy Kaye is 
too smart to try hot stuff but the swingier combos fre- 
quently get lost in the slower ballads. Maybe it’s mo- 
notonous to be typed, but it pays off. It would help 
greatly, too, if something could be done about the si- 
multaneous recording of a tune by a dozen or more 
outfits. The orchestration on a recording reflects to a 
large degree the extent to which a band is trying. No 
leader has to accept a routine arrangement. 
Weak Soloists 

In general dance bands are weakest in their soloists, 
both instrumental and vocal. Too many instrumental 
solos are merely musical assault-and-battery because 
a few of the boys are capable of executing a real 
musical ride. The majority lack either imagination, 
technique, or both. Often, even their timing is off 
and they sometimes actually end their rides too late 
or too soon—but seldom soon enough. 

But the greatest opportunity for improvement is in 
the vocal department. Leaders should recognize that 
a voice is another instrument in the band and choose 
their singers with the same care they exercise in se- 
lecting a lead trumpeter. Discretion in the assigning 
of vocals would also help. An attempt at a bailad by 
a strictly rhythm chirper is obviously a mistake, and 
if a leader doesn’t want to hire a vocalist to travel 
with his organization, he should engage one specifical- 
ly for his record dates. There are plenty of capable 
vocalists who would be glad to cut some sides with 
bands and remain in their own key cities. 

Importance of Discs 

It is of vital importance to dance bands today to 
make good records, for the jukeboxes and platter ra- 
dio programs can do plenty to build them up. The 
jukeboxes are the harder to crash. Those who drop 
in their nickels already have their favorites they want 
to hear so newcomers have to fight their way to favor. 


Usually it’s the disc spinners on the air who create | 


the demand among the jukers. 


Nearly every record-playing radio station nov 
schedules entire 15 or 30-minute programs of one 


band’s music 


ever present. However, a band which uses 





present Ny 
spot merely because his opening becomes monotonous 
through repetition. 





There are often a number of such shows | 
every day so the need of good dance band material is | 
a_ stock | 
opening, such as ‘Frankie Masters and his orchestra | 
will seldom get a quarter or half hour | 


——— 


Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


Jimmy Dorsey's deal to make a Paramount picture has forced the jug- 
gling of his dates. Dorsey begins work in ‘The Fleet’s In,’ based on the 
play ‘Sailor Beware,’ starring Dorothy Lamour, on Sept. 15. Band has 
been bought for a maximum of five weeks, including retake time. Salary 
paid the band isn’t known, but it’s supposed to be the highest for any 
pop band that ever worked in films, with the exception of Kay Kyser 
who gets a percentage of the gross of his pictures. = 

Dorsey plays the Buffalo theatre, Buffalo, opening Friday (5) and trains 
to Hollywood immediately after, Paramount paying $3,000 to transport the 
outfit. Band’s date at Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N, J. 
has been cut to two and a half weeks by the picture job. : 
Nov. 21 and runs till Dec. 20. 
around. 





It now opens 
Other theatre contracts have been shifted 





While playing the Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, last week, bandleader 
Lou Breese had returned to him an expensive diamond he lost from a 
ring the year before while playing Kennywood Park, also in Pittsburgh 
Leader lost the stone from its setting while swimming in Kenny wood's 
pool. 

During his first day at the Stanley this year a local boy and his father 
and mother visited Breese backstage to return the diamond. Seems the 
boy noticed it shining on the floor of the pool two weeks after Breese lost 
it, dove and brought it up. Thinking it cheap it was kept, reset and worn 
until someone recently remarked on its brilliance. Remark also brought 
forth the story on how it was found, whereupon somebody remembered 
seeing an ad last year in a Pittsburgh daily re its loss. Back issues were 
thumbed through and Breese discovered as the owner. Youngster was 
given a wrist watch as a reward. Page Ripley. 





Columbia Records has a tieup with the makers of Wheaties to help plug 
Les Brown’s recording of an original tune titled ‘Joltin’ Joe DiMaggio.’ 
Platter, which hasn't been released as yet, tells the story of DiMaggio’s 
56-game hitting streak and includes the line, ‘It’s a case of Wheaties,’ 
which baseball play-by-play announcers use on programs sponsored by 
the product wren calling a home run. Platter will be used as opening 
and closing theme on the various baseball broadcasts sponsored by Wheat- 
ies throughout the country. 





When Eddy Duchin gets back into New York early next month for his 
Waldorf hotel, New York, location, he'll cut four Latin-style tunes he 
picked up during his stay at the Copacabana, Rio De Janeiro. Recording 
them is in the nature of expressing thanks to South Americans who went 
heavily for his outfit during its two-month stay in Rio. Duchin flew home 
this week and is set to open at the Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, Friday (5). 


BAND ROUTES 














Week of September 5 


Present whereabouts, or fixed addresses, of dance orchestras are 
given below, alphabetically arranged. Every effort will be made to 
keep the list as complete and correct as possible. Band leaders and 
their managers are invited to cooperate by notifying Vanirry of 
changes and corrections. There is no charge for listing. 

Abbreviations used are as follows: B—ballroom; C—cafe; CC— 





will show. Radio phonograph programs, too, are ex- 
cellent barometers where the emcees try to please 


i | 
i NEW NAME BAND SPOT (Ok. tobeat | 


Hence, stock opening,s or closings, | 


country club; H—hotel; NC—night club; R—restaurant; T—theatre. 
can be poison to a band. 


Booking office abbreviations are: MCA, Music Corp, of America; 
GAC, General Amusement Corp.; CRA, Consolidated Radio Artists; 
F. B., Frederick Bros.; Wm. M., Wm. Morris. 


Rey Incorporates . 








































































































IN PHILLY SUBURBS | A Dorsey, Tommy, Paramount T., NYC 
} Albany, Sept. 2. Abbs, Vic, Book-Cadillac H., Detrolt, a? foe a? meee oe Ss 
3} Agnew, Charlies, Rainbow B., Denver neta, Pian. ‘ a 
. . 3 ay 7 ~ : . ran OR wr . Duffy, Geo,, Cleveland H., Cleve. 
i Philadelphia, Sept. 2 Dick Wilson band with Jimmy | ; gs Pim on Lengh pease Allen Bob ‘Weoemene hg Dunham, Sonny, Met. 1T., Providence, 
i, lladeip wend pl. <. Savini’s Cafe Bagatelle, new East} . — wotcczespis pl sega 0 operate a Allen, Red, Cafe Society Downtown, sade 
‘ A new ballroom featuring name} 52nd St. (N.Y.) spot. musical organization, with headquar- | nyc. 
ii i? ; ters in New York. Capital stock is| Andrews, Gordon, Club 18, NYC. E 
; bands will be opened at the Brook-| Arms oul ‘laser, NYC ai ’ 
i! ' ., | $20,000, $100 par value.. Directors,| {rmstrons, Louis, Jos Glaser, NYC. Ellington, Duke, Mayan Theatre, Los An 
line Country Club, about a mile from| Justin Gordon replaced Kermit |... ming . ' - Arahelm, Gus, Baker H., Dallas, Tex. Beles. 
| | ; ‘ : iy tat | each owning one share are Alvin H.| Ash, Paul, Roxy T., NY‘ Elliot, Baron, O. Henry Park, Chicago. 
the city line on the West Chester Levinsky in Alvino Rey sax section. McBurney, San Mateo, Calif. (Al- Astor, Bob, Sea Girt Inn, Sea Girt, N. J. Ellis, Seger, F.B.. NYC. 
Se Plan is to hold dances every | Levinsky goes into Army. er iat Rey): Richard L Morgan, Ayres, Mitchell. Ennis, Skinnay, Chicago T., Chicago, 
. © , 4 ; 
etre night. ; ' Boulder, Colo. (Dick Morgan, guitar- B F 
nitial band booked is Artie Shaw | Andy Kirk’s opening at Famous ist with the band), and John William Bardo, Bill, Iroquois Gardens, Louisville, Fields, She Manhattan Beach, Brooke 
on Sept. 11. He'll be followed by| ph N.Y oved up to Sept. 5 Fo gsi Ky. ds, Shep, } atté é ° 
: 'G YY) Door, N.Y., move p to pt. o. gan, Yonkers N. Y. (manager).| “Bariow, Ralph, Mus! lyn, N. Y¥. 
it Eddy Duchin, Sept. 18. Admission | Ps David Leavenworth. N. ¥. was the ms ow, alph, Music Box B., Omaha, Fio Rito, Ted, Trianon, Southgate, Cal. 
it top will be $1. = an Se go soni ner Fisher, Buddy, F.B. NYC. 
p $ Joe Reichman has added Barry | filing attorney. aay Paul Woe. ha oe perm, Fisher, Freddie, Lantz’s Merry-Go-Round, 
BL Mirkin as special exploiteer, on| Papers make no mention of the] Barrie, Dick, Donahue's, Mountain View, | Daytom 0. _ imi 
2 strength of a defense-bonds stunt. | King Sisters and Skeets Herfurt, sax | N.,J- ee ee ee ee ee aes 
ne . the Lake- Barron, Blue, Edison H., NYC. ontaine, Neil, Walton H., Roof, Philae 
Li yrne 00 ers re Reichman currently into e Lake-| member, who also are part owners Bartha, Alex, Steel Pier, Atlantic City delphia. 
° ° side Park, Denver, for two weeks. of the outfit. Donna King, in pri-| Basie, Count, WM, NYC. ” [ace FO Oe Remeny eae Ae 
3 : : : “-. ~ w. onio, 
EP Getting That Kahki Look vate life, is Mrs. Rey; another of the ene. _ ee ae Frasetto, Joe, WIP, Phila. 
3 ! Bart Dutton’s orch, a Philly out-| sisters, Yvonne, is married to the| Berigan, Bunny, Roosevelt H., Jackson- (Continued on page 50) 
one fit, will continue at the Glenwood | band’s pianist. — . - 
f ; : i jernie, Ben, itz-Carlton H., Bosrtc — 
Army is making inroads on Bobby | hotel, Delaware Water Gap, Pa., un- Bestor, Don, Tower T., Kansas City, 
Byrne’s band, with Bob MacDonald, til the spot closes for the season. ~ hig + ayy a> Bre. 
° ns ’ ve » 4 . 
‘ ‘ i Borr, Mischa, Waldorf H., NYC. 
trumpeter, drafted Monday (1). Irene Rosch is the new singer with Band Bookings Bradley, Will, WM, N ¥C. - 
Jerry Yelverton, sax, took his physi-|the Sammy Dibert orch, currently | Bradshaw, Tiny, Moe Gale, NYC. 
cal exam four days ago, and Byrne’s | playing the Wonder Bar, Detroit. Brandy, maddy’ MOA ANTO 
brother, Don, just receiving his Vaughn Monroe, Sept. 12. Geo. F. Breese ; oy GAC, Chicago ROG ERS 
fs eatonaion, Bernie Whitman’s band, with vo-| Pavilion, Johnson City, N. Y.; 13,] pear’ ace a ek 
h L d orothy Claire has returned to | calist Peggy Cannon, smashed all ex- | Oriental B., Gallitzin, Pa.; 14, Myer’s| Brown,’ Les, Log Cabin, Armonk, N.Y. And His Orchestra 
ia | the band after losing her appendix. (Continued on page 62) Par : ‘ Bundy, Rudy, FB. NYC. 
a Lake Park, Canton, O.; 15, Warner] Bisse’ Henry Edgewater Reach H.. Chi CURRENTLY AT 
. , theatre, Morgantown, W. Va.; 16,| cago. i ‘ ia ia ” RITZ-CARLTON 
| | Ritz theatre, Clarksburg, W. Va.; 17,| Byrne, Bobby, GAC, NYC H 
| Majestic theatre, Johnstown, Pa.; 18, Cc “a” 
LISTEN TO | Conneaut Lake Park, Conneaut, Pa.; Calloway, Cab, GAC, NYG. e ‘ 
i | 4 19, week, Stanley theatre, Pitts- eet: bod “o Chi, COLUMBIA OKEH RECORDS 
: . > arro ai , Y T | 
Hel i burgh; 26-28, Adams theatre, New-| Garter, Benne’ Mog cy# Rest., NYC. MUZAK TRANSCRIPTIONS 
at } ark; 20, Municipal Aud., Springfield,!| Casino, Del, Roosevelt H., New Orleans, 5 
ti : Mass. pinnae gy ere MCA, NYC, MANAGEMENT 
| ; , *hester, Bob, As ~ aa 
‘ i { Count Basie, Sept. 5, Township| Chavez Orch’, Beachcomber, 30. GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 
He Aud., Columbia, S. C.; 8, Memorial} Childs, Regie, WM, NYC 








Clarke, Buddy, Park Central Hotel, NYC. 
Clinton, Larry, GAC, NYC. 

Coe, Jay, Wm. M., NYC. 

Coffey, Jack, MCA, NYC. 

Cooper, Al, Savoy B., NYG, 

Coleman, Emil, WM, NYC. 

Courtney, Del, Lyric T., Ind. 

Craig, Francis, Hermitage, Nashville. 
Crosby, Bob, Catalina Island, Calif. 
Cugat, Xavier, Waldonf H., NYC, 
Cummings, Bernie, MCA, NYC. 

Curbello, Fausto, Riviera, Fort Lee, N. J. 
Curbello, Herbert, 57 W. 57th St., NYC 
Cutler, Ben, Wm. M., NYC. 5 i 


D 


D'Amico, Nick, Essex House H., NYC. 
Daiy, Duke, Playland Casino, Rye, NYC. 


Aud., Raleigh, N. C.; 9, City Armory, 
Charlotte, N. C.; 12, New Albert 
Aud., Baltimore, Md.; 14, Renaissance 
B., New York City. 

Herbie Kay, Sept. 12, four weeks, 
Nicollet hotel, Minneapolis. 

Mills Bros., Sept. 5, two weeks, 
Congo Club, Detroit; 20, two weeks, 
Ritz-Carlton hotel, Boston. 

Lou Breese, Sept. 6, Pla-Mor B., 
Kansas City; 7, Terp B., Austin, 
Minn.; 9, Surf B., Clear Lake, Ia.; 11, 
Stony Point, Watertown, S. D.; 12, 

Peony Park, Omaha, Neb.; 13, Turn- og —- _ Rue’s, NYC 
P p a avis, Johnny ‘Scat,’ MCA, Loe A. 
fine Co Taisa, Oke; 18, Mears | xPar™ Bue: Mestowaront Cat Orv 
B., Hammond, Ind.; 20, Lakeside 
(Continued on page 50) 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Aug. 30, 1941) 





A eines cbban bin atotesaetveectb sine sounenseacd Willson 
OD TBWOEID cnccccccverossccsconsccccccesevesceseesoeses Melody 
tees TE EMUG cc cscccssscccescesvesenccsecesssvansvoenen Campbell 
Darin TIOMR ..ccccscsccvsecsccssssscccvecscessesvcncces Southern 
_ RTE A TT eee Ter Tere Marks 
TntOFMEZZO cccccvcccccesesccssecsccsceccencccvesscesces Schuberth 
Daddy ....-. fee eras elias kth heb b06eoeS 4 DS 6 Ge ON CE Republic 
nee, MODs ueserksdannsses+ WereerrTT.. 
© Wee Ge OE BE WO oi ccc cere ccctacceccnesesecsnsves BMI 

Tin Woe CAre? .ocnccsccvessvcccersss .. Campbell 
You Are My Sunshine. ....... 2. ccccccessccccccccnss ... Southern 
ETE Pee Cee TESTE RT ELITE eTTTeeeeri Republic 
Guess Have to Dream Rest......... FT EE Block 
Don’t Want Set World on Fire......... tenia Sie @itae Cherio 
*Kiss the Boys Goodbye (‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’).......... Famous 


_—_———— 


*Filmusical. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


While the sale of popular music has been steadily off as compared to 
last year, the down beat kas finally caught up with the standard music 
business. Sales in the latter catalog are estimated to be easily 30% less 
than what they were a year ago. The toppling of standard sheet sales is 
believed to be closely related to the situation prevailing in the popular 
field. There’s no outstanding pop: hit to draw them to the music stores 
and that not only affects buying habits on pop sheet music but the turn- 
over of standard publications. Once in the store to get that outstanding 
kit the customer as a rule picks up one or twa other current numbers 
and often, as a secondary thought, selects some standard tune. Still an- 
other factor which has militated against standard sheet sales is the radio- 
ASCAP war which has kept such numbers off NBC and Columbia and 
the majority of independent stations for over eight months. 








Saying that he wanted to ‘pick a small quarrel with my friend Sharon 
Pease,’ author of ‘Boogie Woogie Piano Styles,’ Jack Teagarden, in a let- 
ter to J. D. Callaghan, Detroit, Free Press music editor, contradicts the 
author’s statement that, like all folk music, neither boogie woogie nor the 
blues was created by any one individual and that, seemingly, both styles 
developed from the tribal music of the African savage. 

‘Sharon falls into two common errors,’ Teagarden declared. ‘First, the 
blues is more than a style; it is an original form of American music out 
of which ragtime, jazz, swing and boogie woogie styles all grew, and sec- 
ond, no link between either the blues or boogie woogie and the tribal 
music of the African savage has ever been proven. The rhumba and the 
conga, perhaps, but not the blues or boogie woogie.’ 

With the coin embargo in England, certain British firms 
stymied by regulations and red tape in acquiring U. S. songs for the Eng- 
lish market. Firms like Chappell, with branches on both sides of the 
Atlantic, are in good position; and Skapiro-Bernstein, which owed Peter 
Maurice money, was thus able to take over the Leeds Music catalog; but 
other firms, when it came to paying an advance on royalty, found them- 
selves up against it, not being able to transfer funds. Technically, even 
monies due an English firm from America cannot be diverted in payment 
for songs, etc., but must go direct to London, under the theory of getting 
all dollar values into the British Empire. 

Dash-Connelly has retained Julian T. Abeles in a claim against Rogers 
Peet, the clothiers, for alleged unauthorized usage of a thematic strain 
to ‘There’ll Always Be an England,’ in an advertisement. Rogers Peet 
used it in connection with imported British woolens. 

Irving Mills is the co-author with Lou Costello and Bud Abbott of the 
song, ‘Abbott and Costello,’ which is slated te go into their next picture 
for Universal. Mills Music, Inc., holds the publishing rights. 


SHUBERTS STILL AFTER | M.&M. Buy ‘Blooming’ 


‘ ’ Mercer & Morris has bought the 
MAYTIME RADIO COIN tune, ‘Where the White Azaleas 
Soviets Start Blooming,’ from Bob (Hill- 


billy) Miller. 

Miller had already put the number 
through for publication when the 
was made. 


April Productions Ine. (Shuberts) 
will apply to the N.Y. 
court today (Wed.) 
to examine Carl Engel, president of | amen apiaiais 


G. Schirmer, Inc., before trial in 

connection with a suit seeking roy- GARRICK VIA BMI 
alties and damages allegedly due on Chicago, Sept. 2. 
the unauthorized sale of radio rights 
to the operetta, ‘Maytime,’ by the 
defendant. 

Schirmer was given the produc-| Hibbeler, head of the firm. 
tion rights in 1917 by the Shubert 
Theatrical Co., assignor of April. It| 
is claimed that Schirmer sold radio | 
rights to ASCAP and failed to ac- 


Supreme 


for permission | dea] 


signed with BMI on Aug. 18, is pub- 


Jack Brooks and 


turned three songs for ‘Nobody's 


count for royalties due on theatres,| Fool’ at Universal. Ditties are It 
cabarets and mechanical rights. De-| Doesn’t Make Sense, Ey ery Time & 
fendant has received over $100,000| Moment Goes By’ and ‘Now What 


from these rights, it is alleged. |\Do We Do?’ 


Beilin Heads Wells 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 

Al Beilin takes over as chief of 
the Wells Music office here. He will 
be general manager of the firm. 

M. O. Wells is a veteran theatre 
owner and exhibitor in Chicago, but 
recently has devoted much of his 
energies to the music business. 


NEW ASCAP 
BOARD SETUP 


As soon as the newly elected 
members of the ASCAP board of 
directors have been inducted, action 
will be taken to replace Edgar Les- 
lie on the Ways and Means Commit- 
tee, the group invested with ex- 
traordinary powers in the matter of 
reducing the Society’s overhead. 
Vacancy on the committee was 
created when Leslie resigned from 
the board several weeks ago. Re- 
maining members of the committee, 
which so far has reduced the So- 
ciety’s operating costs by over 
$600,000 a year, are Johnny O’Con- 
nor and Saul Bornstein. 

The writer members, who, in ad- 
dition to Leslie, will be missing 
from the newly composed board, are 
Raymond MHubbell and Johnny 
Mercer, while the publisher re- 
placements involved the posts for- 
merly filled by Will Von Tilzer and 
the late George Fischer. The new 
board of directors will consist of 
the following: 

Writers: Fred E. Ahlert, Gene 
Buck, Irving Caesar, J. Wolfe Gil- 

















have been | 


Garrick Music Publications, which | 


| lishing ‘Wand’ring Sparrow,’ by Ray | 


Norman Berens | 


bert, Oscar Hammerstein II, Otto A. | 
| Harbach, Jerome Kern, George W. 
| Myer, Geoffrey O’Hara, Richard 
| Rodgers, Oley Speaks and Deems 
| Taylor. 

Publishers: Louis Bernstein, Saul 
| Bornstein, J. J. Bregman, Max Drey- 
|fus, Walter Fischer, A. Walter 
Kramer, Jack Mills, Richard Mur- 
ray, John ’OConnor, J. J. Robbins, 
Gustave Schirmer and Herman} 
Starr. 





Downey Ends Trek 





| Wally Downey, U. S. music man 
| now engaged in importing Latin tal- | 
| ent, after long being headquartered | 
| in Rio de Janeiro as music publisher | 
and film producer, returned yester- | 
day (Tues.) from a seven day’s flying 

|trip to Mexico City, Panama, Ha- | 
| vana, Miami and home. He covered 
5.000 miles thus by air in a week’s 
| time. 
| Dominent 

was that we 
waltzes, like 

lem jive, as Mexico 
| swing-minded than the U. 5. 
tial to Latin-American tunes. 


impression to Downey 
were trading Mexica: 
‘Maria Elena,’ for Har- 
and Cuba is more 
is par- 


Perrin’s New Post 
Chicago, Sept. 2 
Jack Perrin back in Chicago as 
chief of the Radio Music office. 
Perrin was formerly the Robbins 





rep here. Radio Music is a subsid 
|of Broadcast Music. 

Bessie Boneil, pop composer and 
lyrist, has returned to this country 
after several years in France, where 


she had several of 


' published. 


NBC Execs Ready 
Deal, But Don't 


to Sign ASCAP 
See Music Before 


l Wks.; Problem on Sustainers 





NBC officials yesterday (Tuesday) 
declared that they expected to sig- 
nature contracts with the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, but figured that it would 
take another two weeks before the 
ASCAP repertoire will be returned 
to the network’s facilities. NBC 
would still like to wait until it got 


signed approvals from the vast ma- 
jority of its affiliated stations, and 
the resumption date is largely de- 
pendent on how soon this quota is 
reached. 

In one important NBC quarter it 
was stated that, as things shape up 
now, Sept. 28 (the date of change- 
over to standard time) will be the 
green light day for the use of ASCAP 
music on both sustaining and com- 
mercial programs, but that there was 
still a chance of the bars being lifted 
somewhat before that date. 


NBC’s ‘Problem’ 


Problem facing NBC _ yesterday 
was whether to put on the ASCAP 
music on a sustaining basis before 
first giving its advertisers ample op- 
portunity to arrange for the inclu- 
sion of ASCAP numbers in their 
programs. A letter to advertising 
agencies informing them of the avail- 
ability again of the ASCAP reper- 
toire will go out from NBC within 
the next two days, and the question 
being pondered by NBC officials was 
whether it would be fair to their 
clients to give the gun to sustaining 
programs before commercial pro- 
grams were prepared to go likewise 
ASCAP. Before NBC can set the 
date for the resumption of ASCAP 
music, there wiil also have to be a 





| conference with its music librarians 


to determine the matter of making 
up arrangements of new ASCAP 
tunes and also the ratio of BMI mu- 


| sic. 
The actual phrasing of the con- | 


tract language had been 
mated by last weekend. The execu- 
tive committee of the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters, at its 
meeting last Wednesday (27), hac 


|} brought up several points that had 


to be thrashed out between the 


| ASCAP and NBC lawyers, as well as 


| the principals, before the forms could 
be considered satisfactory to 
committee. 

ASCAP Adamant on Suits 


ASCAP agreed to grant all points 


the 


ias long as they pertained to techni- 


calities, but refused to budge from 
the position that it had previously 
taken on one demand, namely, that 
it guarantee that the 13 writer mem- 


bers who brought anti-trust action 
against NBC, CBS and the NAB 
would drop the litigation. ASCAP 
counsel again pointed out that this 


| was a matter which concerned these 


|writers personally and that the So- 
ciety could not presume to interfere 
lin their private affairs without 
jeopardizing itself. 

Among the points in the contracts 
that drew objections at last Wednes- 
day’s meeting were those pertaining 


to the methods of making payments | 


to ASCAP, and to the system stations 
| must use in reporting to ASCAP on 
the performance of phonograph 
records. Broadcasters, it said, 
ought to be permitted to pay once a 
month instead of twice a month, as 
provided for in the contract form 
and that, in making the reports on 
phonograph record, use of the names 


Was 


consum- | 


of the writers and publishers should 
be omitted because this info might 
not be easily available. 

ASCAP, it was said yesterday 
(Tues), will seek to put all bitter- 
ness behind by even having its ex- 
ecutives call on CBS after the letter, 
offering the new contract forms, has 
been despatched. CBS has kept in 
close touch with all discussions on 
the NBC-ASCAP contract forms, and 
it is figured that not much time will 
expire between the resumption of 
ASCAP music on NBC and similar 
action on Columbia’s part. 


Prov. Dailies Disclaim 
Connection With Am 
Songwriters’ Group 


Providence, Sept. 2. 

Commercialization of an idea 
which grew out of the policy of the 
Providence Journal and Evening 
Bulletin of printing in its ‘letters to 
the editor’ column the lyrics of ama- 
teur songwriters in this vicinity, 
prompted the dailies to make edito- 
rial comment last week (27), denying 
any connection or interest in the 
scheme. 

The statement read: ‘Because we 
believed them to be of interest to our 








readers, the Providence Journal- 
Evening Bulletin published in the 
Letters-to-the-Editor columns the 


lyrics of amateur songwriters in this 
vicinity. When an organization of 
these writers, apparently local in 
scope and ambition, was formed, we 
reported the fact in these news- 
| papers. 

‘This organization, named the As- 





sociated Songwriters Guild, has 
widened its fields and is soliciting 
members throughout the country 


| with a membership fee of $2 per per- 
|son. In its soliciting circular, the 
| Associated Songwriters Guild has 
|used the name of the Providence 
| Journal without authorization and 
without permission, 

‘The Providence Journal-Evening 
Bulletin wishes it clearly under- 
stood that it has no interest in the 
| Associated Songwriters Guild, is not 
| connected with it in any way and is 
| extending it no cooperation.’ 





Barney Gerard’s Award 


_—— 


Veteran burlesque producer and 
author, Barney Gerard, won out in 
his claim against Doraine Music Co., 
the publishing house removing the 
name of Walter McManus as author 
of ‘When the Mush Begins to Rush 
Down Father’s Vest,’ and substituted 
Gerhard’s on the song’s title-page 

An accounting will be made on all 
royalties, a third to Gerhard, 


—_ 
Spanier’s N. Y. Debut 
Muggsy Spanier’s new full-size 
band, on the road since its exception, 
gets its first New York showing sext 
month. It begins an indefinite stay 


at the Arcadia Ballroom, opening 
Oct. 10. 
Outfit has been on one-nighters 


and out-of-the-way location dates 
since beginning operation about six 
months ago. 
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| as General Manager. Let me know where to contact you. Pha Renee bs Pane THE WORLD ON FIRE 


I'l! rush material to you starting in with three grand hits: Gardens, Detroit; 12, Pier, Burling- 


Bradford, Pa.; 16, Metropolitan the- OMMY TUCKER—Okeh 6320 
‘YOU’RE THE SUNSHINE OF MY HEART” atre; Morgantown, W. Va. P THE CHARIOTEERS—Okeh 6332 
‘WHAT Is IT ABOUT YOU?’ Johnny Mercer and Harold Arien CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 
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Monday Shuttering 
Seen in AGVA’s 


-- - + 


{ 
Chicago, Sept. 2. | 

American’ Guild of Variety Art- 
ists here is proceeding rapidly with 
its drive for a six-day week in all 
niteries in Chicago. This follows a 
Jong investigation by AGVA here of 
the effects of the six-day ruling by 
the Chicago Federation of Musicians. 

AGVA feels no performer can do 
top work unless at least one day’s 
respite in seven is allowed. 

Niteries already notified by AGVA 
to prepare for the six-day week ef- 
fective as of Oct. 1 have indicated 
that they will close down on the one- 
day rest period each week rather 
than buck the day with fill-in talent 
and musicians. “4 

College Inn (Hotel Sherman) will 
close down entirely on Monday 
nights, and it is likely that such 
spots as the Empire Room (Palmer 
House), the Chez Paree, Harry’s 
New Yorker, Rhumba Casino and 
Colosimo’s will follow suit. In gen- 
eral, it is Monday that has been se- 
lected as the close-down day since 
it is the dog day of the week’s re- 
ceipts at present. However, some of 
the niteries feel that, with the ma- 
jority of the nite spots closing on 
Mondays, it might be a good idea to 
keep open on that night. Those 
niteries that will operate on Mon- 
days will likely take Tuesday as the 
shutter day. 


Chick Endor Dies at 47 
In Miami Beach; One Of 
Original Yacht Club Boys: 


Chick Endor, one of the original 
Yacht Club Boys and a name per- 
former after that when teamed with | 
Charlie Farrell, died Monday (1) at} 


St. Francis Hospital, Miami Beach, | 














° . | 
after a lingering illness of more than 
two months with cancer of the 
throat. Endor was 47. 


Born Charles Knapton, Jr., in Mil- | 
waukee, Endor was an obscure per- | 
former until he burst into promin- | 
ence as a member of the original 
Yacht Club Boys, cafe quartet that 
clicked at the old Yacht Club in New 
York around 1925. Later, when the 
quartet was revamped, Endor broke | 
away and teamed with Farrell, | 
singer, and the team was one of the | 
topnotchers of its type. About a year | 
ago they split and worked $ingly. 

Endor made considerable money, | 
but died broke. Some weeks ago | 
some of his friends promoted a din- | 
ner at Toots Shor’s in N. Y., proceeds | 
of which, around $600, were sent | 
Endor to help defray his hospital ex- 
penses. It was known then that En- 
dor’s ailment was incurable. 

Burial takes place today (Wed.) in 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. 


| 


WHITEMAN SET FOR 8 
WKS. AT FRISCO HOTEL 





San Francisco, Sept. 2. 
Bill Brown, as rep of the William | 
Morris office, returned to Frisco| 
last week to book Paul Whiteman | 
into the Palace Hotel Rose Room, | 
replacing Ray Noble, whom 
booked into the spot while he was 
still with the hotel. Se 
Whiteman goes in Oct. 2 for eight | 
weeks, filling vacancy caused when 
Noble acquired a network radio! 
commercial (Edgar Bergen show). | 
Brown, who joined the Morris of-| 
fice recently, previously had been | 
assistant manager of the Palace. 





| 
he | 





Fire-Destroyed Cafe 
Near Philly Reopening 


Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 


| erate 
|'N. Y. this week to discuss the mat- 


iby the Rivoli 


for Chi Cafes 
6-Day Work Ruling 


Gracie Fields Nets 4G 
In ALC. for Brit. Relief 


Atlantic City, Sept. 2. 

Gracie Fields planed into this re- 
sort Saturday (30), was met by 
Mayor Taggert and citizens’ commit- 
tee, feted at a tea and cocktail party 
by former Mayor White and gave a 
rousing concert that night for the 
benefit of British War Relief. 

Miss Fields sang in a program of 


varied entertainment at Convention 
Hall and netted about $4,000, 











Jamestown Sets Gracie 
Jamestown, N. Y., Sept. 2. 
Gracie Fields will appear in the 
high school auditorium (1.650 ca- 
pacity) Sept. 26 as part of her sec- 
ond American tour for British War 
relief. 


MET, BOSTON, 
BACK TO 
VAUDE 


Fact that RKO will play full-week, 
name stage shows at the RKO Bos- 
ton, Boston, is prompting the Metro- 
politan in that city to resume stage 
shows. House, in a Paramount- 
partnership, dropped presentations 
a couple of years ago. 

Date for the reopening of stage 
shows at the Met has not yet been 
set. Mullins & Pinansky, who op- 
the house, are expected in 








ter with Par h.o. execs and Harry 


Kalchiem,  circuit’s stage show 
booker. 
Reopening of the Met to stage 


shows is another instance of vaude 


only where the press of competition 
demands it. 





WB's Milwaukee Takeover 
Chicago, Sept. 2. 

Warner Bros. has taken over the 
Riverside, Milwaukee, and will re- 
open the house on a vaudfilm policy 
within a few weeks. Will be booked 
out of Chicago by Charlie Hogan 
who has regularly booked Warner 
time in the Chicago area. 





| for 


| 





Riverside is a veteran vaude spot | 


| on the territory and for many years 


was an outstanding independent op- 
erated by Charles Schwarin and 
managed by Eddie Weisfeldt. Weis- 
feldt is suing for alleged back sal- 
aries due, understood to be for six 


| weeks. 
Toledo Vaude Start 
Toledo, O., Sept. 2. 
First vaude attraction of the fall | 


Toledo has been booked 
theatre, which will 
Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ Sept. 


season in 


offer 


15, 6 and 7. 





Acts Hypo Cal. State 


Fair to New Records| 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Officials of the California State 
Fair, Sacramento, announced that all 
attendance records ‘were 
Sunday (31), the third day of the 


|Fair, when 125,000 thronged the 
grounds. Previous high was Labor 


Day, 1938, with 109,000 attendance. 
Ozzie Nelson’s band played last 
night (Monday). Grandstand crowds 
of approximately 4,000, 10,000 and 
13.000 were on hand Friday, Satur- 
day and Sunday (29-31). Night 
show was stolen by Tommy Gleason’s 
Royal Guardsmen, male singing sex- 





The Lexington Casino, on the Phil- 
adelphia-New York highway, de- 


stroyed by fire last winter, has been | 


rebuilt and will have its reopening 
Thursday (4). 

Opening bill will feature Gus How- 
ard, comic, who will m.c.; Martin 
and Marvel, Florence Reed, Earl 


Lindsay and a line of six. Bardu 
Ali’s 1l-man aggregation will take 
over the bandstand. Harry Wein- 


berg is manager of the spot. 


tet. Guardsmen, booked for 10 days, 
drew many encores. Nelson and} 
Harriet Hilliard were mildly re- 
| ceived. 


Abbott and Costello played a per- 


sonal appearance last night (Mon- 
day) with the Gene Krupa band and 
before Future Farmers and Fourth 
Club this afternoon. They were well 
received too. 





Minnesota Record 
Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 
| Drawing approximately 755,000 in 
10 days, Minnesota State Fair set an 
‘all-time gate record. 





CUGAT UNIT BEING SOLD 


: coe . hes | the fiddle to play a club date last 
being utilized by -a major circuit | 6 tober. 


Nudist Asks New Trial 
After Toledo Conviction 


Toledo, O., Sept. 2. 

Ada Brockett, 23, night club en- 
tertainer billed as Zorita, who was 
convicted by a jury of 11 women and 
one man on a charge of indecent ex- 
exposure, has filed a motion for a 
new trial. 

Jury found her guilty after an 
hour’s deliberation. Maximum sen- 
tence for the charge is six months in 
the workhouse and a fine of $200 and 
costs. Zorita is free on $1,000 bond, 
posted by James Karas, owner of the 
Kentucky Klub, where the dancer 
was arrested Aug. 15. 


BEST SEASON IN 
YEARS FOR A.C. 


Atlantic City, Sept. 2. 

This resort hung up another record 
for the biggest summer in years with 
its climactic Labor Day weekend. 
More than 650,000 persons were here 
for Saturday and Sunday, and, ac- 
cording to the transit companies, 
thousands more came in for the hol- 
iday (Monday). 

All hotels, both beach front and 
side avenue, were crowded to ca- 
pacity, as well as all rooming houses. 
Niteries remained open all night and 
film houses and piers put on extra 
midnight shows for crowds. 

Steel Pier had six boxoffices selling 
tickets, and Hamid’s Pier announced 
biggest crowd of best season in years. 











Youngman Fiddles 
As Fielding Burns, 
Philly’s AFM Hears 


Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 

Allen Fielding, bandleader at the 
Club Bali here, last week filed a 
complaint with the Musicians Union 
against Henny Youngman, charging 
the latter had borrowed his $200 vio- 
lin and failed to return it. 

Fielding said he loaned Youngman 





When he asked Youngman 
it the latter said he had sent it 
back to the Bali with a friend who 
gave it to ‘a guy with a tux.’ No- 
body owning a tux at the club would 
admit seeing the instrument. 

Fielding said he ‘didn’t mind the 
loss so much’ until last week. His 
last remaining fiddle was stolen from 
the Bali. A. Rex Riccardi, secretary 
of Local AFM, said the union 
would take steps to force restitution 
to Fielding. 


mr 
‘i, 


Philly Performers, 





Essex House, Newark, 
On AFM ‘Unfair’ List 


Newark, Sept. 2. 

The Essex House, one of town’s 
largest hostelries, has been placed 
on unfair list by the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians. Hotel is op- 
— by the Firemen’s Insurance 

0. 

Contention is hotel’s standard con- 
tract, which does not make it obliga- 
tory for patrons hiring hotel ball- 
room facilities to employ union mu- 
Sicians. Until present fracas. 90% 
of musicians playing inn have been 





Musicians Beef 


On Municipal Use of USO Funds For 


Defense Needs Instead of Shows 





Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 

Philadelphia performers and mu- 
sicians are peeved at the action of 
| the Philadelphia Defense Council for 
taking a large chunk of the city’s 
USO funds to pay expenses of de- 
fense activities such as the signing of 
air raid and fire wardens. The show 
biz crowd feel that the city’s share 
of the fund had been intended sole- 
ly for providing entertainment for 
soldiers, sailors and marines on 
leave, and that a good portion of 
it would be used for buying music 
and talent. 

Providing an extra burn is the 
fact that actors and musicians are 
being asked to perform on the cuff 





union members. j 

Hotel stands to lose about $8,000 | 
a month from ballroom rentals as | 
long as blacklisting continues. 


SUSPEND LYNCH 
ON PHILLY RUM 
VIOLATION 


——___. 





Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 

For the fourth time in a little more 
than two years the State 
Control Board has cracked down on 
Jack Lynch’s night spot on the Hotel 
Walton Roof for permitting liquor 
Sales and entertainment after the 
legal curfew. 


Liquor 


at functions for service men. All 
publicity in connection with the 
USO drive had stressed the fact that 
the money was to be used for dances, 
shows and other entertainment for 
the boys. A total of $550,000 was 
raised here. Of this $100,000 was 
turned over to the Defense Council 
for local use. 

Only outward sign of the recrea- 
tional activity promised by the 
council is a ‘hospitality center’ on 
the site of former lightheavyweight 
champ Tommy Louphran’s old cafe. 
Here a couple Gf middle-aged 
hostesses sit and suggest places to 
go and what to see to any soldier 
who enters. 

The Philadelphia Record, along 
with leading citizens, has demanded 
that all USO money be used for en- 
tertainment and that the City Coun- 
cil should be forced to pay expenses 


|'for the Defense Council’s activities. 





Ex-Biz Agent of Frisco 





Lynch’s license is suspended as of 
tonight (2) for 100 days—stiffest rap | 
yet handed down by the board. | 
Lynch indicated he would compro- 
mise the suspension by the payment 
of $1,000, at the rate of 10-a-day. So 
far Lynch has handed over $2,100 to | 
the board in compromise fines. In 
July, 1939, he suffered a 60-day sus- 
pension; February, 1941, 90 days, and 
May, 1941, 60 days. 

The license wf the club is in the 
name of Evan Burroughs Fontaine, 
onetime Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ dancer, 
whose son, ‘Sonny’ Fontaine, is the 
nitery’s maestro. 

Two weeks ago the Liquor Board 
meted out its first 100-day suspen-| 





BY MCA AS PACKAGE, 





| 


|Christy. Dick Gilbert, WOV platter | 
| chatterer, may also be on the bill. 


l}as a package the Xavier Cugat unit 
| opening at the N. Y. Paramount Oct. 
11. Included 





~ 





|and jamborees. 





Music Corp. of America will sell 


will be Jay and Lou 
Seiler, Hermanos Williams and Ken 


Unit is being booked chiefly into 


| sion, 





theatres. 





——- 


Ad Lib Vet ‘Show 


This was against Carroll’s. | 
The suspension has been appealed to 
the courts. 


Extend Marty Ames 
Newark, Sept. 2 | 

Engagement of Marty Ames’ orch 
| 


at the Dubonet has been extended | 
six additional weeks. 

Original contract called for a six | 
weeks’ engagement and included an | 
extension clause. 


Juveniley VF W Members 


Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 

Veterans of Foreign Wars conven- 
tion, which wound up here Friday 
(29), was a headache to midtown 
niteries. Instead of adding new busi- 
ness, the vets were blamed for ruin- 
ing what club patronage was around 
town last week. 

The ‘show’ that the vets put on in 
front of the central city hotels each 
night was better than what you can 
see in most niteries. They took over 
the main thoroughfares and staged 
impromptu concerts, parades, dances 
People headed for 
the night spots stopped to watch, and 
later joined in the fun. And it was 
all for free. 

Besides the spontaneous clowning, 
the vets offered seven-hour parade, 
a water carnival, drum and bugle 
corps concerts, a Mummers proces- 
sion, and other diversions—all tend- 
the niteries some 


ing to give 








stiff 


| fine 


heavy | 
| 
and 


spots doing 


the 


competish. Only 
biz last week were 
honky-tonks, 


bars 


Here’s how night club operators | 


rate conventions: 


Best for business: doctors, lawyers, | to the theatre’s loss. 


politicians. 
Good: industrial (clothing manu- 
facturers, lumbermen, insurance 


agents, etc.). 
Fair to good: service clubs 
wanis, Rotary, Lions, etc.). 
Poor: Elks, Moose, veterans’ 
ganizations. 


SET TOLEDO NITERY 
Toledo, O., Sept. 2. 


(Ki- 


or- 





The Peacock Lounge of the Hotel | 


Secor, Toledo, is being redecorated 
and will be renamed for opening 


jlate in September. 


Straight entertainment policy (with 
no dancing), with Manager Dick 
Irwin booking. 


out 


Philly Niteries Beef on Biz Distractions Caused by | 


AGVA Scores Unit; Silk 


Probes ‘Subversive’ Act 





San Francisco, Sept. 2. 

Smouldering feud between Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists officials 
here and the Frisco unit of the Ac- 
tors Betterment Committee, headed 
by Buddy O’Brien, an AGVA mem- 
ber, broke into the open last week 
when O’Brien applied for a separate 
AFL charter for AGVA on the 
ground that the present setup is not 
representative. 

Vince Silk, AGVA executive sec- 
retary, answered by ordering 
O’Brien to appear before the trial 
board today (2) on a ‘possible 
charge’ of subversive activities un- 
der Section 5 of the AGVA consti- 
tution. Silk characterized O’Brien 
as being disgruntled because he has 


| been ousted as business agent for the 
| union. 


ROCHESTER NICKED $271 





FOR LATE N. Y. SHOW 


Reported $500 levied on Eddie 


| (Rochester) Anderson for being 40 


minutes late for a show at the N. Y. 
Strand was actually only $271. Lat- 
ter was the amount of refunds the 
theatre had to make when Rochester 
didn’t put in an appearance for an 
opening show. 

Rochester’s excuse was that he was 
fishing all night and his boat 
didn’t dock in time for him to make 
the performance. 

American Guild of Variety Artists 
stepped into the situation when the 
was first reported, the actors 
union claiming that there was no 
grecedent for a performer being 
fined an amount in excess of his pro 
rata salary. AGVA was then in- 
formed that the $271 ‘fine’ was equal 
Music Corp. of 
America hei to pay the latter and 
then, being the owner of the Roch- 
ester unit, levied it on the colored 
comic. 





| Ambroses Back in Vaude 


After Birth of Daughter 


Youngstown, O., Sept. 2. 
Ruth and Billy Ambrose, Youngs- 
town, O., dancing team, have re- 
entered vaudeville after a one-year 
layoff, punctuated by the arrival of 
a baby daughter. 
Pair are traveling with Eddie 





(Rochester) Anderson’s show. In- 
' fant is traveling with parents. 
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‘Stairway to Stars, S.F., 
Picks Up After Reorg 


San Francisco, Sept. 2. 


bh Reviews 





BAL TABARIN, S. F. 


San Francisco, Aug. 26 
Belle Baker, Petch & Deauville, 
Faune & Foster, Helen Hughes Line 
(10;, Bob Saunders Orch, $2 mint- 
mum. 


Baker a tremendous send-off at her 
Bal Tabarin opening here tonight 
(26), demanding repeated encores to 
point where singer had to beg off. 
Formula of the new Tabarin bill 
contains line in two turns, novelty 
act and dance team, leaving last half 
entirely up to Miss Baker, who uses 
her own accompanist, Jack Good- | 
s man. First La Baker in white dinner 
gown, splashed with left-shoulder | 
orchids, reminded customers of 
Sophie Tucker, who played the spot 
recently, but as soon as she went 
into action she made ‘em forget 
anybody else. 

Opening with standard ‘Down Ar- | 
gentina Way,’ she second-choruses 
with her own lyrics which had the} 
mob pricking up ears, and paves the 
way for ‘My Husband Irving,’ which ' 





'’em up to the bandstand and hoofing | been languishing in the local bas- 


|combo of three trumpets, two trom- 
| bones, 
i} two 


ithe five brass when they play out | 


‘rhythm setup all around. 


Biz picking up at Stairway to 
Two. | Siars here follewing reorganization 


|preted, like ‘Concerto for 





‘Love Tales,” Alt Wein,’ ete. 'with Lloyd Campbell as manager 
Formerly, the latter type of stufl’ and Jake Erlich, local attorney, | 
seemed to be what Thornhill played| named trustee by the Board of | 
exclusively. At least while this Te-|poge First show under new ar- | 
viewer was around. When caught | ~ se  beniel te Genaa Be 
this time. however, the group teec | T@nst ment is headed by ona I 


| . F . . 7 ae ee 
up some smart, easytempo dance ar-/ Vis, In On a three-week straight- | 


rangements which made a distinct! salary deal, plus Yvette Dare, Ross 
hit with the dancing crowd. Which | and La Pierre, Jean Gary and Col- 
rounds out the band's impact—slow | jing and Wanda. 


exquisitely tooled stuff for the older | : ; ; = 
mob, driving, solid-sock stuff to pull | Joe Tenner, former operator, has 
tempoes for the hoppers. ’ | tille, although efforts to send him 
Musically, the band is a polisheC |} pack to Washington for asserted 
parole violation without an extra- 
clarinets and three rhythm | dition hearing were tossed out of 
a > ) | : s 
French horns, recently added, do a| court. He also has been cleared of 
lot for the .slowertempoed things | failure to produce an alien registra- 
adding a full tone to the brass sec-/tion card, records proving he had 
tion and helping nuffify the blare of | quly registered. 


two French horns, five sax 








Band is a solid | 


jthornhill himself has loosened Ft. Devens, Mass., Probes 
Sanitation at Night Clubs 


merly was pretty deadpanned on | 
Frequented by Soldiers 


clean-playing, 


the stand at his piano, he’s now be- | 
coming more talkative and probably 


P "i 
will continue to loosen up. Outfit’s | 
| 

















i netted spasms. Changes pace with | major drawbacks at the moment are 
i ‘Last Time I Saw Paris,’ which got! two anes ae fit in figed 
' over rather well, although fun-hun-/|the excellence of the crew as @| : — 
} gry diners seemed to prefer the en-| whole. Dick Harding's stuff is sung | Fort Devens, Mass., Sept. 2. 
} core, ‘I Get No Kick from Cham-! well-enough, but there's no feeling | All night clubs, restaurants and 
| pagne,’ which includes a Pepsi-Cola|in it. Kay Doyle has no —— |liquor-dispensing places in the vi- 
t ditty to the tune of ‘Amapola.’ It)| with the group. Wood. “nity of Fort Devens will be sub- 
i had ’em screaming. By this time the | nad Pa hte ee. ate 
h mob was yelling song titles, netting | | jected to an exhaustive investigation 
choruses of ‘Alabama Bound,” ‘Al- CLUB BALI, MIAMI for cleanliness by army medical of- 
ways,’ ‘10 Baby Fingers,’ ‘All of Me,’| ‘asians ficers. The checkup will be made in 
a — After You're Gone, | Miami, Aug. 29. Ayer, Fitchburg, Pepperell, Worces- 
and others. | : ; é : 
. : . -.| Luba Malina, Bobby Baxter, The j|ter and Lowell, where soldiers fre- 
! a pod ig Boe Bigg Engg Mes Di Gatanos, Phyllis Reee, “a a | quent the spots. 
i , ° e. | P ( : ] . 
lowed by Fayne and Foster, musical- | ee Nunez Orc ' | Should the inspectors make rec- 
glass team, whose ceiling mike got | O{HMID- | ommendations to operators, they 
— ” cy Pent edad a dently Apparently only spot on Miami | must be carried out immediately, 
vo | —- a — a ile. till a | side of the bay to build up its end| or otherwise the medical officers, 
ge = ont li geet wy at | this summer is this boulevard boite,| acting under army regulations, will 
ag Mi concne ie eee short ne for | operated by local syndicate, but| post military police guards to bar 
socko results, taking a flock of bows | Mus its gore mi a gee the entrance of soldiers. 
x os Pree + | trements. usiness is ooming, and | 
recs ane pon tice tggty Sty oe apparently boys aren't worried about | Naaaaaaaaaaanaanananand 
- oo -|s - silence as long as bar and} 
appearance of the line has the gals fe Ege ec he nl N Y Ni F llo 
in skin-tight briefies toting tom-toms | ©" % turnover cover the | + a itery 0 wup 
and drumsticks which they pound in|" ee ‘= Luba | D4 
one of the niftiest novelties yet| | Heading the divertissement is Luba | 444444¢4¢¢66¢4¢4444¢¢¢¢s 
worked out by Helen Hughes—al- Malina, who scored only a mild click | 
though the head-splitting solo pas-| her last time out here, some months| Marjorie Knapp who came to at- 
sages are akin to something out of | 28°. This time, though, the Russian| tention in Ed Wynn's ‘Boys and 
a hangover ‘ “Wern | Chanteuse from the steppes of Brook-| Girls Together,” with her freshness 
ee an eee |lyn is hotter than a ‘45.’ Material|and general ‘cuteness,’ dissipates 
GL S ASINO | presentation and pipes are all vastly| much of that youthful appeal with 
EN ISLAND C | improved, and from the blowoff te} her manner of raucous mike-shout- 
NEW ROCHELLE, N. Y. |the bowoff she’s socko. When she| ing at Ben Marden’s Riviera. She 
, | steps out on the floor in a revealing} does pops in a_ neo-Sophietucker 
Claude Thornhill Orch (17) with|Ted gown and a new, upswept coif- | Style, thus completely metamorphos- 
Dick Harding, Kay Doyle; minimum) fure a la Helen Morgan, you can| !n& her personality and not doing 
75c. weekdays, $2 weekends. No|hear ‘em gasp out in the street.| herself much good,* excepting that 
cover. |'Whams over ‘Chi-Chi-Castenango,’| it's a job and she’s working in a 
land then romps through the books successful, mass-capacity roadhouse. 
The more Claude Thonhill’s band | for showstopping results. Possessing | Lina D’Esko, Cuban President Ba- 
is heard the more solidfied becomes | s.a. in uppercase type, and a voice to| 'Stas ee has — by 
i the impression that this is one band/ match, this songstress is an ace bet| Cutting her toe stuff in half. Rest 
| that can’t miss, that somewhere| for any class cafe. * | of the show is. 9 gree _e egain 
¥ along the trail it’s going to blossom| Bobby Baxter has transferred his | !! a a sight — er heeg 
| out into a solid smash hit. And| allegiance from the Wit’s End to the | G@OWer eanne and the Huberts, 


possibly that may happen before; Bali, and taken on in addition the 
ma — leaves this stand, about|emcee chores. Young baritone con- 
ristmas, 



























e ; ., | tinues to score with his robust de- 
If the reaction to the group on its! livery, but repertoire, as noted in 
opening of a return shot here, re-| past reviews, remains exceedingly 


placing Charlie Spivak, is any in- 
dication, it will be during this stay | 


that the outfit’s stock will shoot up |. ; 
A de ser appeal. Introes are handled capably. 
Hefty teeoff mob of possibly 700—| “The ballroomology of the dancing 


and not all of them publishers— | pj; “€ : : ; 
aaas ; i Gatanos is unique, in that the 
swallowed Thornhill’s musical con-| | 2 PT Ie , 
| he er pad hook, line and sinker male half is strictly the low man on 
14 They stood five deep around the the totem pole so far as snaring any 
stand when he got off some of his | attention. His graceful and agile 
super-super arrangements like ‘Hun-| Partner retains the floor throughout 
arian Dance No. 5’ and expressed|the session, uncorking series of 
Coat as strong appreciation for the | Whirls and wingovers that have ring- 
inter- | (Continued on page 63) 


quieter things, beautifully 
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limited. Baxter has cut down on his | 
| output, but timber retains plenty of | 





or cacopphonous turns like Frances 
Faye’s za-zu-zazzing to hold ’em. 
Coming: Harry Richman, Phil Baker, 
| Joan Merrill, Carol King with Gower 
& Jeanne holding over; ditto the 
Chester Hale Girls and the two 
| bands headed by Pancho and Fausto 
Curbello. 


Savoy-Plaza hotel's Cafe Lounge 





(N. Y.) management must be kid- 
ding with Yvonne Chevalier. For a} 


|class cafe spot that has played such | 
| surefires as Hildegarde, John Hoys- 
|radt, Dwight Fiske, et al., it must be 
either from hunger or other reasons 
for this booking. Said to be Mau- 
rice Chevalier’s divorced wife, this 
‘chanteuse continentale’ (billing) 
has nothing but the billing and a 
swell chassis to distinguish her. | 
There are times when an exciting 
front—and in some respects Miss 
Chevalier is the Veronica Lake of 
songstresses—is more than half the 
battle, but not on this 58th street 
front. Jacques Dallin, French tune- 
smith, is at the ivories, and some- | 
times they really get together, but | 
Miss .Chevalier is more on the peri- 
patetic side with her slinky-gowned | 
bumps and lyrical punctuations. | 
Howard Lally dishes out the dansa- | 
nation professionally. 








Bob Chester’s zingy band (14) 
closes the Astor Roof’s summer sea- 
son in three more weeks and it 
winds up this hostelry’s skywalk 
cafe in bright style. Chester has a 
nifty dance team, with himself an 
effective front at the sax, that’s 
authoritative in its dansapation 
rhythms without being too obtrusive; 
all of which should be as much a 
rerequisite for hotel booking as 
asic danceability. With Betty Brad- 
ley (who should learn to dress a bit 
better, especially that wacky pom- 
pom perched atop her coiff) and 
Bob Haymes (recent addition, and 
for the better) on the vocals, they 
break if up nicely. In the main, 
Chester’s hoofology is smooth, suave 
yet Solid. Relief combo, Ralph 
Rotgers, incidentally, is likewise OK 
for sound, neatly doing the Latin, 
waltz and smooth ‘society’ interludes 
as Chester’s alternate. An energetic 
maracas specialist, Juanita Rios, is a 
good s.a. touch up front for the} 
congarhumba pace. Abel. | 








|ginia Westall to be by the side of | 
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Herewith appears a Varrety review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 
1921 with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these 
reviews other than the interest they may have tn recalling the acts which 








| were playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show 


(booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the 
style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 





(Reprinted from Variety of Sept. 2, 1921 


PALACE, N. Y. 


The Palace did capacity Monday night despite the opening of Loew’s 
State a block below. At 8 o’clock the ticket lines stretched out past the 
sidewalk with the entire lower portion and boxes solid when ‘Danse Fan- 
tasies’ opened. 

Considerable switching had occurred after the matinee due to the ill- 
ness of the Kaufman Bros. who were off the bill with Frank Van Hoven 
doubling into the vacancy from the Prospect, Brooklyn, closing the show 
to an 11:05 start and ragging down One of the hits of the evening in a 
spot as tough as Belleau Woods. Van did a great show for the wise eggs, 
pulling many a wise crack. At one moment he cracked, ‘If they make me 
close the show tomorrow I hope Loew’s State is a great success.’ As soon 
as his card went up the walkout stopped. 

Another act deserving a word of credit was that of the Wilton Sisters 
who had a herculean task to follow the Harry Carroll & Co. ‘Varieties 
of 1921.’ The Carroll act has a find in the Bennett Sisters, two kids who 





| dance cleverly and harmonize agreeably. They stopped the act on three 


different occasions. Harry Laughlin and Grace Fisher shared the balance 
of the individual honors with Carroll himself. The audience ate up every- 
thing they did. 

The Wiltons follow the Bennetts and scored hugely with their vocalizing 
and music. They wisely deleted some of the offerings, getting to them early 
and leaving them hungry. The Carroll act was seventh with the Wiltons 
eighth. 

Lidell and Gibson, a small time duo of female impersonators with a big 
time production, were in second position. Whatever merit the turn 
possesses lies in the falsetto vocalizing of the straight member. The at- 
tenuated comedian gets a few laughs on his physique, but muffs with 
dialog. The removal of the wigs at the finish was mildly surprising to 
about 25% of the audience. The turn is reminiscent of Savoy & Brennan 
in construction. As concerns delivery there is no conflict. 

‘Rolfe’s Revue’ (New Acts) was a good No. 3 selection. Johnny Burke, 
fourth, found the going just to his liking and cleaned up with his soldier 
monolog and character that sounds funnier now that the clouds of war 
have rolled away than it did during the war. Burke tops off his specialty 
with some trick tempo piano playing that is surefire. He took half a dozen 
bows, then had to go back to the box for another encore. 

‘Parlor, Bedroom and Bath,’ with Eda Ann Lake and Sager Midgley in 
the feature roles, got considerable laughs from the action and situations. 
The dialog started nothing, despite Miss Luke's extreme ‘nutting,’ which 
was reminiscent of Florence Moore throughout. Midgley’s ‘sap’ husband, 
who impersonates a heart-breaker in order to stimulate his wife's in- 
terest, was funny in spots. The act got away to a slow start, and was 
heading for flopland when the complications supplied by the author in- 
tervened and saved it, There was mild applause at the final curtain, Miss 
Luke taking the lion’s share mainly for her work in the ‘flirtation rehear- 
sal’ bit, which was well handled. 

The ‘Topics’ were dispensed with after intermission, with Harry Car- 
roll & Co. starting the second half off in great shape. The ‘Varieties’ in 
the main sticks to last season’s book, with the new numbers up to last 
season’s standards, when it was voted one of the best revues. A new 
finish, ‘Leader of the Gypsy Band.’ gives an opportunity for pretty cos- 
tume effects and a neat dance by Harry Laughlin and the Bennets. Car- 
roll had to make a speech at the finale. 

The Wiltons followed, with Van Hoven, on down at the end of the 
batting order, cleaning up off the bases and losing about eight pounds in 
the effort. It was quite a show and played like a charm. Con, 


Saranac Lake ‘ICECAPADES’ CLOSES IN 
a A.C., 1256 FOR 5 WEEKS 


Salutations and bows to Fred Atlantic City, Sept. 2. 
Smith, congenial manager of the ‘Icecapades’ closed season here 
Hotel Saranac, for allowing a dis- | yesterday (Monday), grossing ap- 
count to the actors’ colony and | proximately $125,000. That includes 
okaying a weekly program dedicated | the 1941 edition, which ran from 
to ozoners connected with the thea-| July 25 to Aug. 28, and the new 1942 
tre. version opening July 28 and playing 

Richard Emperor and Ernie Drow- here through Labor Day. 
lett. formerly with George Mitchell’s| Show has had consistently large 
orch, are fishing and vacashing on | audiences each night and sellouts 
Upper Saranac Lake. over each weekend. A long road 
From Houston, Texas, comes Vir-| tour js scheduled. 





—_—___ 


Saranac, N. Y., Sept. 2. 














her husband, Joe Bishop. Both do- | = 


ing very well. | 
Jack Franklin, musician from | FRONT 


Great Kills, Staten Island, N. Y., 
HELD OVER 


back home after a successful vacash 
here. 
6TH WEEK 
ROXY, NEW YORK 

















Shirley Tobin and Luba Sokal are | 
newcomers to the colony. Both | 
Philadelphia products. 

Jack D’Agostino, IATSE boy from 
Bayonne, N.J., who made the grade 
here, recently got his annual check- 
up and was pronounced absolutely 
0.k. 


Rudy Gayles, who mastered many 


























operations and is receiving many 

ra M2 gad oe on the verge of get- Per. Dir.: 

ing the go-home papers. 
R. Glenn Davis, manager of How- et tensa 

ell theatre, Lewisburg, N. C., 

dropped in to mitt and ogle Rufus 

Weathers at the Will Rogers hospital. BROADCASTING 
Among those who attended out- HIS NOTED 


IMPERSONATIONS 
OF BROADWAY AND 
HOLLYWOOD 
CELEBRITIES 


ART BORAN 


WEAF (NBC Network) Coast Te Coast 
Saturday, Sept 6th, 11:30 a.m., E.D.S.T. 


RINSO PROGRAM 


Young Arthur Boran, versatile master of cere- 
monies, mimic-comedian...is one of the ost 
consistent entertainers on the radio i6ud- 
speaker... 

mh. Se 


ing given by the Spanish club of 
Saranac Lake were Joe Bishop, Mil- 
ton Weeks, Donald Wayne, Patricia 
Wallace, Rudy Gales. Mike Cojohn 
and Ben Schaffer. 

Trudie Emerson shooting back to 
normal after a long siege of set- 
backs. 

Jerry Sager, James Ricketts, Tracy 
Colin and Harry Cross, all Will Rog- 
ersites, are making the grade. 

Jack Edwards, who left here well | 
again, is doing fine at Great Falls, 








JOU RNAL-AMERICAN. 








: @ 
(Write to those who are ill). Dir.: CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS 
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Name 3 AGVA Reps At 
Cal. State Labor Parley 


San Francisco, Sept. 2. 
Vince Silk, Don Gilbert and Mich- 
ael Lawley have been named Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists dele- 
gates to the State Federation of La- 
bor convention here, to start Sept. 
22. 


Wednesday, September 3, 


FETCHIT AGAIN 
IN WRANGLE 
ON COIN 


VARIETY 














Army Pix 


Continued from page 1 
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projection equipment—which must 


ve 
| Philly Local Tosses Up WB Pact Row 
sizes. On Personnel Cuts to Int AFM Office 


their own generator, flood lights, re- ; 


winding and _ splicing equipment, | D 
on Galvan Opens 


sound apparatus and everything else 





—— 





Philadelphia, Sept. 8. 


_—_—-_- — 


Detroit, Sept. 2. 
Failure of Stepin Fetchit or his 
counsel to put in an appearance re- 
sulted in Common Pleas Judge John 
Watts returning a verdict of $75 and 
court costs for Sam Carver, part- 
time manager here. Carver had 


Silk also will rep the union at the 
State Theatrical Federation sessions 
here next week. 


DUNCAN SISTERS MAP 
FRISCO CAFE OPERATION 


San Francisco, Sept. 2. 








needed, 


Available for some time now for 


showing films to troops in the field 
have been 16 mm. projectors. They 
haven't proved too successful, how- 
ever, particularly as the films are 
old and uninteresting, and they will 
be gradually replaced by the new 
equipment. 


One of of the 


Morale Branch has been its failure 


the criticisms 


San Antonio Cafe 


San Antonio, Sept. 2. 

| Club Petite is the latest night spot 
to open here, owned and operated 
| by Don Galvan. Formally opened 
Saturday (30), it’s located five miles 
'from the city proper. 

| Galvan, vet vaude performer, was 
,for years featured here both as a 
| guitarist and m. ec. at local theatres, 


With the negotiations for a new 
contract between Warners and Local 
77, American Federation of Must- 
cians, reaching an impasse, the union 
last week threw the eirtire matter 
into the laps of international office 
in New York. 

From here ir the matter will be 
negotiated by the international offi- 
cers and Frank Phelps, industrial 
relations boss of the Warner circuit. 


filed the claim as his percentage for Two more dark niteries are by chggets adiener 2 ‘ann. | and was the first m.c. at the Ma- | The local, however, is adamant in its 
os Re 4 ‘u ; skedded to reopen soon here. } to provide recreation when troops | * , i on ; ci ’ . 

booking = a he ve va att Reval FasMatne Poa . ce i are on maneuvers, Despite activity | Jestic here when it opened. stand that there shall be no cut im 

with the forme play ppe an, : pere y the personnel in the Earle pit crew 


ance at the local Granada theatres. 


In granting the verdict for Car- 
ver, Judge Watts dismissed a coun- 
ter suit in which Fetchit had charged 
he was promised four weeks booking 
and was paid off at the end of one, 


bookings. Carver contended that 
because Fetchit was such a poor 


full week’s salary, $350, after four 
days and then chucked the comic. 
On top of these reverses for the 
Negro poke, the suit resulted in his 
pay at Jefferson Inn, where he was 
currently appearing, being  gar- 
nisheed and a statement from Fet- 
chit’s counsel that he was putting 


Bill Ashby, is being readied by Andy 
Wong of the Chinese Skyroom. 
Plans to operate it as a Chinese- 
Hawaiian spot. The Duncan Sisters, 
current at the Lido, reportedly have 





which kept him from making othei —- a year. 
|opening tentatively set in two or 


draw the management paid him the | three weeks. 


an angel for the Music Box, dark 
Bar and other fix- 
are already on order with 
The Duncans head- 
lined the same situation some time 


back, but this time they’ll be in as 
operators. 


AGVA Signs 2 Chi Cafes 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 








in the field, soldiers have free time | 
in the evening and are said to be| 


using the time somewhat less than 
advantageously (specifically—-shoot- 
ing craps). 


Rebuild Alvin, Miols., 
For Burley After Fire 


Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 
Interior of the Alvin theatre, re- 
cently gutted by fire, will be rebuilt, 
with complete and, 
when completed, the house again 








modernization, 


LAST PHILLY HOLDOUT 
CAPITULATES TO AFM 


Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 


The Roman Grill, last Philly nitery 
to use non-union musicians as a 
steady diet, capitulated last Friday 
(29) and signed up with Local 77, 
American Federation of Musicians. 

It is believed that the recent work- 
ing agreement announced between 
the AFM and the American Guild of 
Variety Artists was the factor which 
led Jimmie Ciardelli, manager of the 
spot, to give in. AGVA business 





—a demand made by Warners before 
the new pact could be inked. Ware 
ners is also standing pat. 

Observers are seeing significance 
in the fact that neither ‘Sergeant 
York’ (WB) nor ‘Citizen Kane’ 
(RKO) has yet been released here, 
They believe that Warners is holding 
back on these two biggies so that if 
the musicians walk out they'll be 
able to shove the two films into the 
Earle and keep the house going at 
a profitable basis on straight films. 

The Earle, second largest house in 
the circuit, was used for the grind 
showing of ‘Gone With the Wind,’ 
when the pit crew was out in the 
early part of °40 in a disagreement 





him through bankruptcy. Fetchit American Guild of Variety Art- will be occupied by Harry Hirsch agent Dick Mayo hinted that AGVA| over the terms of the new contract: 
a year ago was overtaken in/|ists !\Vre last week signatured two and Harry Katz for burlesque. Lo-| acts would be barred from the spot 


Detroit by Federal agents for failure 
to pay duty on an extensive ward- 
robe bought in Canada. 

Terrific biz pulled by Stephin Fet- 
chit at the Silver Slipper last week 
has resulted in holding the dusky 
comic over for another seven days. 

Ex-film comic has played to ca- 
pacity biz with his girl line and 
Larry Alexander, colored tenor, be- 


ing a big surprise in this town, which | 





;more niteries to 100% closed shop 
| agreements. These are the Rhumba 
Casino and Colosimo’s., 

Colosimo’s was a renewal signup 
due to change in ownership and 
management. 


Get ’Nother Guy 








Jamestown, N. Y., Sept. 2. 
William Doherty, Jr., member of 


cated in the heart of the loop and 
the city’s most beautiful showhouse, 
the Alvin is owned by W. A. Steffes, 
who was undecided whether to re- 
build pending an adjustment by the 
insurance companies. 

Hirsch-Katz stock burlesque occu- 
pied the Alvin for part of last sea- 
It had been closed for the sum- 
Dur- 


son. 
mer, when the fire occurred. 


unless union musicians were hired. 
The only spot now booking a so- 
called ‘scab’ band is the Park Casino, 
but this condition arose when the 
| roadhouse was placed on the AFM’s 
| blacklist for non-payment of salaries. 


| MCA Coast Aide Pends 
| San Francisco, Sept. 2. 
| Happy Powell, who left the Music 








|Corp. of America office here recent- 


WB TAKING OVER HOUSE 
IN M’W’KEE FOR VAUDE 


Milwaukee, Sept. 2. 
Extension of Warners’ stage show 
activities to the middle west is indi- 
cated in a deal reportedly being con- 
summated here this week for WB's 





" -aditi .o]- | Those Three Guys, trio booked into | ] ate , , 
neh wr hen gta ee | lounge of Hotel Jamestown here for | ing its career it had housed legiti- | ly, - back as wore office man- wc ean of the closed Riverside 
two weeks and now concluding fifth | mate road attractions, dramatic stock, ; 48! pending permanent appoint- | theatre. 
| month, left Sunday (31) for induc- | vaudeville and films. |ment to replace Reuel Freeman,} House is said to be tentatively 
Joe Argo, ex-Red Norvo sax tooter | tion into the army. Work on the rebuilding is expected | transferred to the Los Angeles | scheduled to reopen under WB di- 
to start within the next 10 days and branch. rection on Sept. 12, and attractions 


now in Army, heading 15-piece band 
on ‘khaki circuit,’ starting this week 
from Ft. Niagara, N. Y. 


| Bill Parsell, Syracuse, replaces in 
| the trio, which goes to Claryville 
|Inn, Frostburg, Md., next week. 


it is hoped to have the theatre ready 
by October. 


| Earl Bailey, Coast head of MCA, 
jis expected to name the new local 
chief this week. 





are now being lined Harry 


Mayer is booking. 


up. 
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Next dates .. . Earle Thea- 
tre, Washington, D. C., Sept. 
12th-19th. Mount Royal 
Hotel . . . Montreal, Sept. 
19th-Oct. 12th. (3rd re- 


turn engagement). 





>> EDWARD RILEY - -1560 BROADWAY - 


NEW YORK 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


RIE 





Wednesday, September 3, 194] 


—— 





PARAMOUNT, N. Y. | 


Tommy Dorsey Orch with Frank 


Binatra, Buddy Rich, Ziggy Elman, 
Connie Haines, The Pied Pipers; 
ack Guilford, Condos Bros. (2), 


Aloma of the South Seas’ (Par), re- 
viewed in VARIETY, Aug. 27. 





It’s the seventh stand for Tommy 
Dorsey in this spot within three 
years and the current performance is 
y far the best. There is but one 
flaw and that makes itself highly ob- 
vious when Dorsey steps out of char- | 
cter and poses as a straight man to 


iggy Elman’s badly compounded 
comedy. That makes two A-1l 
musicians gone wrong. Otherwise, 


the Dorsey entourage accounts for a 


highly polished, brilliantly fashioned | 


hour of musical entertainment. So 
long as Dorsey refrains from his ele- 
phantine humor he rates as one of 
the shrewdest showmen that the 
orchestral field has produced. His 
grasp of popular musical values re- 
mains not only extraordinarily canny 
but he keeps himself at the fore*ront 
when it comes to exploiting them. 

Outside of the Dorsey menage the 
bill offers no one of solid marquee 
Significance. But from the view- 
point of entertainment the other two 
entries, Condos Bros. (2) and Jack 
Guilford, the status is entirely dif- 
ferent. In their own sphere each is 
a wow. The Condos boys have 
eer this house several times, 

thile for Guilford it’s a first. 

A mimic rich in talent and per- 
sonality, Guilford gives every prom- 
ise of being headed for the top. The 
revue, ‘Meet the People,’ gave 
his big New York chance. His patter 
and pantomime on the theme of 
screen characters and plots are pro- 
ductive of a steady roar of laughter 
and a thunderous sendoff. The 
Condos Bros., who have done much 
work in pictures, bring to mind 
quickly two words, whirlwind and 
wizards. They’re apparently wizards 
at weaving tap steps into the most 
intricate designs and at producing a 
rhythmic effect that appeals as 
strongly to the eye as it does to the 
ear. During the inevitable encore 
the brothers are joined by Buddy 
Rich, Dorsey’s drummer, for a three- 
way hoofing exchange. The contrast 
is not too pointed. 

Among the outstanding items in 
the Dorsey troupe’s repertoire are 
the band’s rousing interpretation of 
"Yes, Indeed,’ with frog-throated 
Chuck Peterson and Jo Stafford. the 


distaff side of the Pied Pipers, filling | 


in the vocal; Elman’s masterly trum- 
pet work in his own interlude; Rich’s 
sustained and stirring passage with 
the drums on the theme of Si 
Oliver’s ‘Not So Quiet, Please.’ and 
Frank Sinatra’s application of his 
crooning baritone to a group of pop 
ditties. Connie Haines, another staff 
vocalist, gets over her own brace of 
numbers to likewise heavy returns. 
orsey toward the finish intro- 
uces a glee club arrangement of 


‘T’m Getting Sentimental Over You.’ | 


The incident might be ranked as an 
also-ran, though it neither harms nor 
helps. As a finish it could prove a dis- 
appointment were it not that the 
band. in  obeisance to Jimmy 
Petrillo’s order, accords the fadeout 
spot to ‘The Star Spangled — 
Odec. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Aug. 27. 
Peg Leg Bates, Prof. Lamberti (2), 


sents & Irmajean, Rex Weber, 
on & Sally Jennings, Peggy O’Neill 
ouse Line (12), Charles Kaley, 
ouse Orch (13); ‘Citizen Kane’ 
(RKO). 


Gate has a fast bill which is being 


held to around 45 minutes due to 
length of feature (‘Citizen Kane’) 
and USO collection. which has 


eliminated news, trailers and shorts 
for the run. 

Lights go up on Lester and Irma- 
jeam, acro team working in black 
and dark grey semi-dress outfits 
Amazing strength of the pint-sized 
but sturdy brunet gal makes this one 
different, gal acting as understander 
several times, once while doing the 
split. Pair landed solidly despite a 
sparsely filled house 

Deucing is Rex Weber. whose 
tandard ventriloquistic singing act 
if as groovey as ever, his main 
Change since last here being a semi- 
runken version of the ‘Hut Sut 
ong’; it clicks big. Guy is an A-1 
showman and had to talk his way 
f’ . He in turn is followed by Peg 
eg Bates, who got a tremendous 
Ovation and also had a hard time to 
et away. In addition to fact that 
ates can out-tap many two-footed 
topnotchers, pew-holders here went 
for his ‘no sympathy’ approach in a 
ig way. Opens with his ‘one leg is 
enough’ solo and proceeds to prove it. 

Next-to-closing spot is allotted to 
Lamberti, goof with a breakaway 
Xylophone, who grabbed a laugh on 
his mere appearance and kept ‘em 

gudewive. Ties up the comedy por- 
‘ion with an encore gag, repeating a 

tune in response to applause gen- 

erated a stripper working behind 

him. Ends with some authentic 
ounding to show he can really play 
¢ thing. Solid stuff here. 


him | 


ini icing a spin which looks dan- 
gerous and is new here Unlike 
many of the dance acts seen lately, 
this duo looks more English than 
satin ) 
Biz only fair at opening, but what 
audience lacked in numbers was 
made up in enthusiasm, bill being 
one of the best ads for vaude caught 
in these parts recently. Wern. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 
Cab Calloway Orch (15), Avis An- 
drews, Paul, Slim & Eddie, Otto, 
Eason, Six Harlem Dancers; ‘Three | 
Cockeyed Sailors’ (UA). 





Another good package show for | 
this house, with Cab Calloway a sure 
bet to keep the b.o. humming. With 
plenty of tourist biz over Labor Day | 
weekend, house is certain to come! 
up with a very neat total. 

Show itself is good. Calloway as | 
(ever sells his particular brand of) 
swing, and m.c.s in great fashion. On | 


his singing numbers, ‘Booglie 
Wooglie Piggy.’ ‘Keechie Joe’ and 
‘Yes, Indeed,’ he is the Calloway of 
old. and the audience couldn't get 
enough of him. Band, too, gets over | 
well, with the sax tooting of Chu 


Berry, the trumpet work of Jonah} 
Jones, and the drumming of Cozy} 
Cole each a standout. At one point 
\the Cab Jivers, five-piece instru- 
|mental group out of the band, take 
|over for a jam session and have the 
house jumping: 

Additional entertainment is meted 
/out by Otto Eason, who dances on 
roller skates. Boy is clever, and 
| while the idea isn’t new, it is still 
'novel enough to score well. Avis 
' Andrews, sepia song stylist, turns in 
two ballads, ‘Rush of the Night’ and 
‘Man I Love,’ to excellent results. 
Gal hasn't a terrific voice, but looks 


are above average and she knows 
how to sell. 
Comedy acro dancing trio, Paul, 


Slim and Eddie, have an entertain- 
ing, well-paced act. There is some- 
thing doing all the time and laughs | 
|are plentiful. A dancing sextet, | 
| three boys and three gals, billed as | 
the Harlem Dancers, round out the 
i bill. Called on to do little but look | 
| classy, they make a colorful appear- 
ance and help Calloway out with two | 
production numbers. 

Business fine last 
(29). 





Friday | 
Loop. 


show 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 





Indianapolis, Aug. 29. 
| Del Courtney Orch, Joe Martin, 
| Dick Dildine, Bob Mcoonan, Charley 
Broth, Frank Evers & Delores, The 
| Stadlers (2), Ted & Art Miller; ‘3! 
| Sons O’Guns’ (WB). 
| 


| 





| Del Courtney and his boys, who} 
|have been focusing their ‘Candid | 

Camera’ music on this community | 
via the airlanes, make the Lyric date 
| for the first time just under the wire. 
| After their week’s engagement ends | 
on Thursday (4) the Olson manage- | 
ment banner will be taken down! 
and the house will be under the 
Katz-Dolle regime. 

Courtney, who appears with his 
right wing in a sling due to an auto 
accident, has chosen his henchmen 
with care. The boys, consisting of | 
four rhythm, two trumpets, one| 
| trombone, three saxophone and an | 
| electric organ, hang together well on | 
nicely turned out arrangements, and 
|also have some good vocal special- 
j ties. They open with ‘Swingin’ the 
| Blues,” then Dick Dildine steps down | 
| from the sax section to sing ‘I Went | 
} Out Of My Way.’ Through the run | 
of the bill they do ‘Daddy,’ sung by | 
chorus; ‘Hut Sut Song,’ with Charley | 

Broth, drummer, down front for the | 


vocal, also backed by the chorus. 
‘Hawaiian War Chant’ shows off 
their hot licks. Joe Martin. who| 


doubles on the guitar, is the roman- 
tic appeal of the crew, singing 
‘Maria Elena’ and ‘Things I Love.’ 

Bob Moonan solos on the electric 
organ for torrid treatment of 
‘Churchmouse on a Spree.’ Novel 
finish worked into show when} 
drummer solos on the skins on 
‘Marie,’ with each band member 
sneaking off stage, leaving drummer 
alone for final close-in of the travel- 
jler. Band returns to stage for bows. 

Added acts have been well 
chosen. The Stadlers appear in two 
spots with a couple of original 
dances. Do ‘Dancing Around the 
World,’ first giving dance impres- 
sions of different nationalities. Come 
back later for an acrobatic rag doll 
dance. 

Frank Evers and Delores perform 
on the tight wire. Evers does the 
usual tricks but turn has a sock 
when Delores walks the wire in bare 
feet and returns later to do toe 
ballet. Ted and Art Miller build 
their comedy turn around the as-’ 
sumption that the old jokes are the 
funniest jokes. And they may be 
right, for the audience giggled con- 
tinuously, giving out with the mitt- 
slaps to enforce four curtain calls at 
show caught. Their material is made 
of the stuff that Joe Miller left out 
of the book as being too ancient at 


is 











Line makes its only appearance in 
ys which brings on Don and/ 
ally Jennings, held to one ballroom 
number, Pair makes the most of it, | 


the time. They use a guitar and uke 
to point up their quips. 

Running time of 62 minutes moves 
swiftly, with biz fair at third show 
Friday (29), opening day. Kiley. 





| nily paced, smoothly performed and 


| the stage picture. 


| and 


| Oakleys. 


naughty Nan’s calibre in a family 


STRAND, N. Y. 


Sammy Kaye Orch (15) featur 


Tommy Ryan, Arthur Wright, Marty | 


McKenna, Charlie Wilson, 2} 
Cross, Alan Foster, Three 
Callahan Sisters (2), Billy De Wolfe; 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB), reviewed im 
VARIETY Aug. 13. 


aury 


Sammy Kaye and ‘Dive Bomber’ 


should blitz the Strand b.o. into some 
zooming grosses. It’s an excellent 
le upling, strong on both stage and 
screen, : 
Kaye’s suave dansapation 1S aj| 


bull’s-eye all the way, a showmanly, | 
compact rostrum presentation, can- 


enthusiastically acclaimed. In Kaye 
and Guy Lombardo the country has 
two of the hottest bands of the day, 
and both are in the long-hair idiom 
smooth, melodic, ‘corny’ (according 
to 52d street standards) but as com- 
mercial as French postcards. 
Speaking of band styles, the mel- 
ody is actually the dominant why- 
fore of success. Tommy Dorsey really 





clicked with a smooth tune, viz: 
‘T'll Never Smile Again,’ and that} 
goes for the Goodmans and_ the | 


Shaws, whose syncopated but smooth 
arrangements of ‘Intermezzo,’ ‘In- | 
dian Love Call’ and the like got the} 
most attention. Conversely, it took 
a rhythmic tune—Daddy’—to pitch 
Kaye to new heights these past few 


weeks, although fundamentally it’s 
stuff like ‘I'll Understand,’ ‘Until 
Tomorrow,’ etc., that provides the 


basic romantic staples of the Kaye 
platform. 

So much for dance-band styles and 
trends. Let it suffice that Kaye sells 
his wares well. He presents it with 
certain undeniable stability that runs 
the gamut from repertoire to cos- 


tuming, and stage-lighting to com- 
edy. It all adds up as sound show- 


manship. ; 
Opening is a good entrance build- 
up for the maestro, as the band is 


eyes-right to the wings, as Kaye 
comes on stage: thence, the music 
stands spell out Sammy Kaye. The 


same billing emphasis obtains in a 
later number. that of ‘Dancing Tam- 
bourine,’ which utilizes the illumi- 
nated tambos for rhythmic forma- 
tions along the lines as when Fred 
Waring first made that form of pres- 
entation popular. 

A nice orchidaceous tint dresses 
nattily attired and make a pleasing 
picture in ensemble. There’s no 
starchiness to their sequencing of 
numbers; the clowning is light and 
to the proper degree. When Kaye's 
standard heralding of ‘our romantic 
singer of songs’ is voiced, each 
‘thinks’ it means him, as one or an- 
other comes forth for the sundry 
chores. Thus, ‘Hawaiian Sunset’ by 
Marty McKenna; Arthur Wright, the 
pianist, with ‘Until Tomorrow’; 
Tommy Ryan’s whammo ‘Under- 
stand’ and ‘Got You Under My Skin,” 
curbed only by ‘Daddy’ in ensemble; 
Maury Cross with his rhythmic 
‘Music Makers’ and versatility dis- 
play of musicianship of ‘Play It, 
Maury,’ doing reed, violin and horn 
solos. Kaye’s team comprises five 
brass, four reeds and six rhythm. 

In between, the Callahan Sisters 
(2), neat-stepping tapsters, chalk up 


|a nice score, but it remains for Billy 


DeWolfe in the next-to-shut to wow 
’em with his mimicry. DeWolfe 
came to particular attention at the 
Rainbow Room, New York, this sum- 
mer, and is set for a production. His 
style is surefire and some of his 
satire quite devastating, such as the 
rib on the ultra, ultra ballroomolo- 
gists who seem to be forever sniffing 
superciliously. That routine of an 
emcee in the ‘Swingeroo Club’ and 
‘the four lovely tomatoes’ is a gem; 
ditto the coiffure and girdle-adjust- 
ment hokum, Karloff takeoff, etc. 
DeWolfe can play anywhere, as evi- 
denced by his class Rockefeller 
nitery and mass audiences, as at the 
Strand currently. 

‘So You Want to Lead a Band?’ 
takes Kaye off to a strong score. It’s 
a stunt he has been developing for a 
couple of seasons in hotel, ballroom 
rostrum, and its durability 
manifested anew by the manner in 
which the Strand customers go for it. 
There’s a $5 prize to the best am 
maestro, plus souvenir batons and | 
Abel. 


iS 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI | 





Miami, Aug. 28. 
Nan Blakstone, Milton Douglas 
and Priscilla, Shavo Sherman, Max- 
ine Brothers and Bobby, Bryant, 
Raines and Young, Harry Reser 
House Orch; ‘Highway West’ (WB). 





This is a fairly potent lineup of 
standard vaude and nitery turns, 
providing slightly above average hot 
weather entertainment, and gam- 
bling on Nan Blakstone’s click at the 
Latin Quarter last season to garnish 
the gross. 

Spotting an intime chanteuse of 
house such as this is questionable 
judgment. Not that she isn’t a com- 
petent purveyor of salacious songa- 
logs, but smoker stuff that dips as 
deep in the blue as hers is strictly 
for nitery consumption, and can 
prove Offensive to a less hep audi- 
ence. It’s certainly not for mop- 
pets, and they were present en 
masse when caught Thursday mati- 
nee (28). Apparently she was aware 





ng) 


Kadets; | 


| doesn’t 


Kaye’s boys are | 


of setup, for she made crack about 
cleaning up material. 
It’s getting so there are more 


!to mimic. Shavo Sherman is one of 


these. Comic turns in a quartet of 
standard flesh photos that barely 
tinkle the bell. Sherman also has 


bad habit of muttering in his beard, 
| gags sounding like a bathtub drain- 
} Ing. 
The 
Raines 
shapely 


terping team of Bryant, 
and Young constitutes two 
femmes and a male. Bow 
on in ae_ewell-executed three-way 
Viennese waltz and return later in 
the lineup to score in whirlwind 
adagio routine. Bryant will do well 
to slip into tails for the Viennese 
twirl. Sport coat is way out of char- 
acter. 

Maxine Brothers and their trained 
pooch Bobby are a European im- 
portation and, spotted in the deuce, 
register solidly. Working on heads 
and shoulders of the two brothers, 
canine marvel accomplishes splits 
and stands 
Tops any Fido turn ever caught on 
these boards. 


Milton Douglas is amusing, but 
confusing. Most locals were ex- 


pecting Milton Douglas, the singer, 
who completed stretch at Hollywood 
hotel last season. This Douglas is a 
comical chap, but he certainly 
rate billing as ‘Broadway’s 
Favorite Comedian.’ Exchange with 
femme stooge Priscilla is, however, 
good for giggles, and he’s an able 
conferencier. 

Biz boffy with standees at mati- 
nee. Leslie. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 28. 


Fanchon & Marco’s ‘Tahitian Fol- 
lies’ with Tani & Tavita, Brae Sis- 


ters (2), Pua Kealoha, Miulan, Bill 
Whislyn, Eddie Uni, Tahitian Girls 
(8), Benny Ross & Maxine Stone, 


Frank Ross & Anita, augmented na- 
tive orch with Danny Stewart (15); 
‘Aloma of the South Seas’ (Par). 


works as if it 
unit—which it 


show 
as a 


This native 
had toured 
hasn't. 
specialties work in fast and the 
Polynesian lookers are above par. 
These palebronze terpers worked in 
the ‘Aloma of the South Seas’ (Par) 
picture and their personal appear- 
ance packs more solid entertainment 
| than many a star in the flesh doing 
the same job. 

The tab opens with Danny Stewart 
and his band working on the usual 
Fanchon & Marco rolling platform. 
A South Seas moppet girl opens the 
dancing, setting the house pleasantly. 
The eight Pacific dancers with Tani 
make them sit up, a million worth 
of cheesecake rippling behind that 
shredded wheat. A couple of Poly- 
nesian boys do a lively war dance, 
followed by Bill Whislyn, who does 
the same drum dance that has been 
pleasing customers of the local Ha- 
waiian Hut nitery for some weeks. 


Tani rates special notice with a 
hula variation in a green cellophane 
skirt and bra. Miulan delivers an 
Hawaiian song and Pua Kealoha is a 
fat Hawaiian comic who scooped up 
plenty of laughs working very easily. 
He was the only one on the bill hav- 
ing to give a second number. Tani 
is responsible for gathering 
pickup group, partly from her stu- 
dio bunch, partly from the gang 
working at the Hawaiian spot. 

Benny Ross and Maxine Stone 
show for the first time out here in 
over a year. They've always pleased 
and their new material went over 
better than ever. Ross opens the 
act, singing ‘Last Time I Saw Paris,’ 
which went over fair, delivering a 
gag or two that are a little on the 
lowball level. Maxine uses her zom- 
bie delivery for her entrance and, 
by her strong, silent underplay, 








this | 


mimes on the market than subjects | 


that are breathtaking. | 


It holds pace throughout, the | 


STATE, N. Y. 


Ed Sullivan, Robbins Bros. & Mar. 


gie, Ann Lester, Johnny Burke, 
Harvest Moon Ball Finalists (nine 
|teams); ‘Shepherd of the Hills’ 
| (Par). 

eae 

| State depends this week on the 


jlure of the seventh annual New York 
Daily News Harvest Moon Ball win- 
ners to pull ‘em in. With ‘Shepherd 
of the Hills,’ which spent two pre- 
|vious weeks at the nearby Para- 
mount, getting mild notices in dailies, 
and a non-name trio of turns to back 
up the amateur hoppers, the 55-60- 
| minute show, m.c.’d by News col- 
umnist Ed Sullivan, isn’t enough en- 
| tertainment. When caught, however, 
| the orchestra was almost completely 
| filled. 
Strongest turn in the layout is 
oo oe Burke's. Monologist occu- 


pies some 12 minutes of the running 
time and gathers giggles continually 
with his standard gags and chatter 
about the army. With the world sit- 
uation as it is, his stuff, though some 
some of it has been heard before, is 
|timely, and he puts it over neatly. 
| It’s virtually the same routine Burke 
|has been doing since World War I 
|days (although Sullivan gives it a 
‘Kate Smith show’ trailer) and prob- 
ably would be effective 25 years 
from now. 

Robbins Bros. and Margie, dance 








trio, are a pleasant opening act. 
Three run through various tap and 
acro routines, singly in challenge 


style, in unison and for a finish they 
flip, ete., for a flash getaway. Turn 
presents nothing out of the ordinary. 

Ann Lester makes the poorest im- 
pression. Her untrained vocals of a 
pair of pops are done in an annoying 
style of sustained tremoloes on prac- 
tically every note. Her handling of 
{‘I Understand’ hacks the tune. 
| Though the reaction to her stuff was 
| very mild, except for one corner of 
| the house, she came back for two en- 
cores, neither of which was any 
| better. 

Nine teams make up the Harvest 
Moon Ball winners. Sullivan, whose 
im.c.’'ing is suave, saves the terpers 
for the last. Reaction to them was 
okay, the couples making an ex- 
tremely neat appearance. 





First up are Betty Carson-Sal 
| Dico, fox trot winner and smooth 
terpers; Lola Talty-Odd Hagen 


Foss, Viennese waltz, another smooth 
pair; Elisebeth Shroeder-Pepe Diaz, 
rhumba; Mary Cattuna-Angelo Ra- 
gone, conga; Irene Vlachos-Ricardo 
| Seizo, comedy conga dancers, who 
put particular lift in this year’s lay- 
out. 

Toppers, of course, are the dusky 
Lindy hoppers, three teams of which 
shut out white entrants in that style. 
Rebecca Bruner-Bill Dotson were the 
winners, followed by second and 
third teams, May Miller-Walter John- 
son and Alice Pearson-James Out- 
law, who join the first pair for a 
rousing finish. Adele Rolleri and 
Jack Williams are introduced as the 
all-around champs. Wood. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 30. 
Faye & Wellington, Spartan Duo, 
Alyse Cerf, Jimmy Mosley, Lester 
Harding, Herb Six House Orch, Joe 
Biachino; ‘Bachelor Daddy’ (U) 


Some weeks the several acts billed 
here become knit into a smooth run- 


| ning program by review time Friday 


night, but that hadn’t happened to 
this setup. Pace is spotty and show 
is a succession of acts rather than a 





gathers a lot of attention and laughs. | 


|The fact that her swell high kicks 
have nothing to do with her ultra 


“Yes, Indeed.’ 


dry personality makes them amusing | 


as well as effective. 
Frank Ross and Anita are well 
liked in L. A. They went over well. 


| Stone’s imitations of trombone, trum- 


pet and jewsharp were highly pleas- 
ing, working hot in front of the band. 
He and Anita burlesque a radio quiz 
and wind up with a vocal version 
of jam with the band, she singing 
and he vocal-trumpeting ‘St. Louis 
Blues.’ Frank’s opening with a va- 
riety of goofy hats is pleasantly 
reminiscent. He has a _ legitimate 
right to the props; they characterize 
his nut radio takeoffs. 


The two acts—Ross and Stone and 
Ross and Anita—-are spotted in be- 
tween the Hawaiian and Tahitian 
numbers. Some of the spontaneity 
that was one of the best things in 
hey-day vaudeville is missing, how- 
ever. The audience is definitely 
missing something when the acts just 
play their material straight through 
instead of barging in on each 
other’s routines. This goes, no mat- 
ter how good the acts may be. And 
these are plenty good enough. 

_ The windup uses all the dancers 
in a pleasing introduction to the pic- 
ture. The music segues out, the 
screen comes down, leaving Tani and 
Tavita postured by the proscenium 
arches as the picture comes on show- 
ing them, and a iot more, dancing 
for the film opening. Show runs 55 


| ficient for opening. 





minutes, 


clicking variety bill, and it comes 
up with a rating below par. Biz was 
possibly up a bit, however, and prob- 
ably can be attributed to the film 
audience was heavily sprinkled 
with juves. 

Herb Six, house band, opens with 
duo of current song hits, and Don 
Richmond of the brass section vocals 
First standard turn is 
the Spartan Duo of acrobats, whose 
offering is series of handstands in 
an adagio pace. Their work is suf- 
Then it’s a pair 
of melodies squeezed out of an ac- 
cordian by Joe Biachino, am-night 
winner, ciassing as acceptable in- 
Strumentalism but without show- 
manship. 

Faye and Wellington take over 
from there in a trio of terps, all 
semi-acrobatic, all softshoe and all 
semi-ballroom. Work hard, but give 
out no more than average entertain- 
ment. M.C. Lester Harding steps 
out of his role for a singing inter- 
lude as he warbles ‘You and I’ for 
his regular quota of customer satis- 
faction. 


Reverting to the standard acts, 
Harding calls on Alyse Cerf, stock 
miss, for a series of speedy dance 
acrobatics. She shows many snappy 
variations of cartwheels and exhibits 
some exceptional standing flips and 
reverse cartwheels. Final spot is 
turned to Jimmy Mosley, who com- 
bines vocalling and guitar strum- 
ming with impressions. As it is he 
touches on neither one satisfactorily 
and work is decidedly mild. Might 
do well to cut the straight songs and 
really get into the impressions, for 
which he shows some aptitude. 


Show is without climax or 


as 


sock 


spot in any of its 40 minutes and 
consequently takes a back 
many previous bills here. 


seat to 
Quin. 
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ROXY, N. Y. 


Archie Robbins with Stan Ross 
Doi Arres, Gloria Gilbert, Raymond 
Wilbert, Arnaut Bros. (2), Gae Fos- 
ter Girls, Paul Ash house orch; ‘Wild 
Geese Calling’ (20th), reviewed in 
vanietTy July 30. 








With Archie Robbins and Don 
Arres holding over after four weeks 
with ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), the 
Roxy stage 1s coming up with little 
new and plenty_ that’s tired in the 
current show. Only Gloria Gilbert 
whose whirling-dervish on her toes 
is still a sock specialty; the Arnau‘ 
Bros., long standard and still one of 
vaude’s great novelty acts, and Ray 
mond Wilbert, hoop juggler who has 
also been around, manage to give 
the presentation entertainment sup- 

nee. 
weeobbins, who appears to have the 
makings of a good light comedian, 
was putering badly from poor ma- 
terial at the last show Friday (open- 
ing) night. He got nowhere, either 
by himself or with his stooge, Stan 
Roos, who repeats a stale takeoff of 
Mayor LaGuardia in fireman’s getup 
and later is the facial and physical 
vis a vis for Robbins’ vocal takeoffs 
on a few film celebrities. Arres 
Latin singer, has a romantic voice 
but he’s not doing very much in this 

how. 
8% Wilbert’s hoop work follows Miss 
Gilbert early in the show _and his 
is still an okay novelty. His edu- 
cated wood circles hold attention. 
Then comes Arres, and after him 
the Arnauts, who first work straight 
in a well-timed violin bit and then 
switch to the love-bird whistling 
routine, which continues to clock a 
great many laughs. They nearly 
tied up the show. 

Gae Foster line opens and closes 
the show. First routine a simulation 
of a railroad train, is excellent, but 
the closer is much too slow for that 
particular slot. However, that’s no 
criticism of their precision work. 
which is good. 

Paul Ash’s house band is again 
situated on the stage and does a fine 
job of playing the show, on and off. 
in the short time of 44 minutes. 
Business fair. Scho. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Aug. 29. 
Ben Bernie Orch (14) with Don 
Saxon, Bailey Sisters, Hudson Won- 
ders, Bob Ripa, Brenda and Cobina; 
‘Whistling in the Dark’ (M-G). 








The ‘ole maestro’ remains in good 
form. Bernie’s in there punching in 
his old time style, sticking a verbal 
stiletto into Lieut. Commander W. 
Winchell at every opportunity and 
piloting an all-around show in great 
shape. Although the band's pianist, 
Nick Brodeur, had been hurt in an 
auto accident shortly before Friday’s 
(29) supper show, Bernie’s boys 
worked smoothly, giving out with a 
mixture of sweet and jump music. 
Subbing in the piano spot was 
Charles Sansone, member of the 
Earle pit crew. 

Bernie, clutching his omnipresent 
violin and a@ cigar sticking out of his 
kisser (doesn’t he know smoking is 
taboo on stages here?), has the lads 
tee off with a swing version of ‘Dark 
Eyes,’ setting the spot nicely for the 
excellent baritoning of Don Saxon, 
who registers heavily with ‘Old Man 
River’ and ‘Yours,’ in Spanish and 
English. 

The Bailey Sisters team with 
Bernie in a novelty song bit titled 
‘Li'l Abner’ then go out on their own 
with ‘Java Jive’ and ‘Man Who 
Comes Around,’ latter evoking salvos 
from the pewholders. The gals and 
the entire Bernie aggregation also in- 
troduce a new number, ‘Fraidy Cat.’ 
Final band stint is a medley of theme 
songs of top name bands. 

Making their first stage appearance 
in Philly are Brenda and Cobina 
with their familiar palaver anent the 
elusive male. The gals brought 
plenty of belly laughs from the| 
audience with their mugging and 
clowning, winding up their bit with 
a duet tabbed, ‘They Go Wild Over 
Us.’ Although off the Bob Hope 
radio show, the two ‘debutramps’ are 
apparently still plenty clicko judg- 
a from the reaction at this catch- 

Rounding out the bill is the ex- 
cellent acrobatic dancing of the Hud- 
son Wonders and the adroit juggling 
of Bob Ripa. 

House was almost filled at the Fri- 
day (29) supper show. Shal. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


‘ Boston, Aug. 29. 
‘Six Honeys, Gil Maison, Billy Gil- 
bert, Adrian Rollini Trio, Gypsy 
Rose Lee, Frank Libuse with Mar- 
et Brander, Larry Flint House Band 
12); ‘Private Nurse’ (20th). 











This was originall 
the 7’ vaude show of the sea- 
son here, but Abbott and Costello 
were made available unexpectedly, 
So they copped that honor last week. 
n any case, it’s a fine bill, setting a 
800d pace for the bookings to come. 

Gypsy Rose Lee shares top billing 
with Billy Gilbert and Frank Libuse, 
and gives satisfaction with her brief 
Strip number that she has been using 


planned to be 


erous flesh peek and a few chuckles 
as she flits across the boards. Play- 
ing next-to-shut on this bill, Gypsy’s 
fans spilled from the house when she 
finished as if they had heard a din- 
ner bell. 

Billy Gilbert, assisted by unbilled 
femme partner whom he later iden- 
tifies as his wife, dives directly into 
his stumble-mumble routine made 
notable through his film roles. At- 
tired in a chef outfit, the comic gabs 
mostly about food, and builds up his 
line of chatter to quite a babble at the 
finish. For encores he sings two 
numbers, ‘Sheik of Araby’ and ‘Say 
the Sweetest Things. One song 
would have been sufficient, but he 
gets away with them okay. 

Frank Libuse closes the show, and 
easily overcomes the disadvantages 
of following another comic. Clown- 
ing with piano, cuspidor and other 
props. Libuse gets plenty laughs as 
he gums up his accompaniment of 
Margot Brander, who’s smart stooge. 
Follows with more horseplay involv- 
ing a flute accompaniment, and fin- 
ishes off with a low-comedy bit that 
has him making gestures for Miss 
Brander’s singing. Another stooge, a 
man whose chief chore is to pick up 
flung-down props, is unbilled, despite 
his efficient assistance. 

Rollini Trio provide an ace musical 
offering of swingy stuff, including 
‘Hut Sut,’ ‘Amapola,’ ‘Hallelujah,’ 
‘Dark Eyes’ and ‘Daddy.’ Boys are 
smart performers on vibraphone, bull 
fiddle and guitar, but when caught 
they took one encore too many. Mu- 
sically they rate longer spot, but they 
don’t offer enough physical changes 
in their act to warrant more than 
four mumbers and an encore. 

Gil Maison, a regular visitor here, 
apparently has a new twist to his 
turn every time around. As usual, 
he registers solidly with the comedy 
of the dogs muffing their cues or 
performing difficult balances. A well- 
trained monkey in costume adds a 
nice spice. 

Six Honeys open with okay tap- 
ping, acro-tumbling and assorted fill- 
in flips and bounces. Mixing the men 
and women in perch-balance tricks 
gives the act good novelty. 

Maison intelligently m.c.’s through- 
out. Scenic crew extended them- 
selves with a garden set. A few un- 
billed couples of dancing extras open 
the show with a light production 
fillip, then retire to the tables on the 
set. Fox. 


STEEL PIER, A.C. 


(MUSIC HALL) 





Atlantic City, Aug. 31. 


Andrews Sisters (3), 8 Stooges, 
Biltmorettes (3), Hal Sherman, 
Whitson Bros. (4), Barr & Estes, 


Aunt Jemima, Wesson Bros. (2), Ben 
Yost Singers (9), Gae Foster Ballet 
(16), Dick Dana, Pinkie Lee, Bobby 
Morris, Ryan & Benson, Music Hall 
Orch. 





Andrews Sisters (3), here for third 
time this summer, head an excellent 
all-around show at Steel Pier for 
smash holiday weekend. When 
caught Sunday (31), crowds were so 
tremendous that manager Frank 
Elliott pushed shows on fast; 10 
shows were held during the day. 

Andrews Sisters open with ‘Daddy,’ 
follow with ‘Boogie Bugle Boy’ and 
encore with ‘Apple Blossom Time’ 
They received big hand on appear- 
ance and prolonged applause at fin- 
ish. 

The 3 Stooges, here for nine days, 
put over a better act than they did 
last week. They return to their 
standard style of rough-house, the 
crowd going big for their zany an- 
tics. Whistling and clapping brought 
them out three times at this catch- 
ing. 
Hal Sherman puts over a laugh 
producer in his deadpan tap dancing 
act. Calling to audience for dance 
requests, he does jitterbug, tango 
and rhumba for big response. The 
4 Whitson brothers click with their 
neat comedy acrobatics. One mem- 
ber has amusing mike 
Act received big response. 

The Biltmorettes, three girls, two 
blondes and a brunet, in blue pa- 
jamas, do some nifty rope-skipping 
stunts, no-hand somersaults, spins 
and cartwheels. Graceful team 


and Estes are comedy dancers. Facial 
expressions of male member are 
good for laughs. 

Aunt Jemima her rotund figure in 
red satin and big white apron, sings 
‘There’s a Moment’ and follows with 
a medley of older pops. Her vo- 
calizing of ‘Lonesomest Gal in Town’ 
is her best, but it was her dancing 
which brought a loud response. 

Show has nice opening, with Gae 
Foster Girls in white sweaters and 
short skirts, in keeping with revue 


title, ‘Sweater Girls,’ and Ben 
Yosters looking very collegiate in 
lettered sweaters. Yosters give 


rousing medley of college favorites, 
receiving fine response. Stepping of 
girls is okay. Foster girls are in 
nice closing with big redball bal- 
ancing number. ; 

Some good comedy bits are sup- 
plied by Dick Dana, emcee, Pinkie 
Lee, Ryan and Benson. Wesson 
Brothers, impersonators, held over 
from last week, did not appear at 
this catching. ; 

Other attractions on pier include 
Glenn Miller’s orch, Alex Bartha’s 
band, three films, water circus, anl- 





or some time. Peeler works with a | 
Sure deftness, giving the boys a gen-! 


mal zoo and Sharkey the seal. 
Carter. 


technique. | 


work and skill wins two bows. Barr | 


APOLLO, N. Y. 





Sunset Royal Band (14) with 
Wheeler Moran, Rosalie Stewart; 
Four Ink Spots; Pauline Bryant; 


Ralph W. Brown; Eddie, Jack and 
Betty; Whitey’s Lindy Hop Champs 
(8); John Mason, Sandy Burns, 
Vivian Harris, Johnny Vigal, Danc- 
ing Boys (6); ‘One Big Mistake’ 
(Indie). 





Apollo was reopened for the win- 
ter season last Friday (29) with a 
gala preem and reserved seats, 
upped admissions for the opening 
night. This brought out socialite 
Harlem for nicely balanced show 
sans the customary girl line, and 
proving a real draw. 

Four Ink Spots are the boxoffice 
magnet, and this house welcomed the 
outfit back strongly. Sunset Royal 
band, a greatly improved crew over 
its recent visits here, goes far in 
overcoming the absence of the usual 
girl chorus. Management is using 
a group called Harper’s Dancing 
Boys in place of femmes, with any 
return of the feminine chorus de- 
pendent on business. 

Leonard Harper, who staged this 
opening bill, has a likely troupe of 
six male dancers. 

Ace tapster of program is Ralph 
W. Brown. Went over terrifically 
with this mob. Pauline Brown is an 
added entry with her Seven Veils 
dance. Exotic type Oriental twister, 
above average for this house. 

Whitey’s Lindy Hoppers have been 
here before, but are again bringing 
down the audience with their knock- 
Out gyrations. Theatre retains the 
comedy element to the extent of one 
blackout with Sandy Burns, Johnny 
Vigal, Vivian Harris and John Mason 
doing the venerable burley ‘Modern- 
istic Ballroom’ bit. 

Four Ink Spots, held for the clos- 
ing spot, clean up. Boys are natural- 
ly more polished than when up here 
a couple of seasons back. ‘Java 
Jive,’ ‘Keep Cool, Fool,’ ‘Do I Worry’ 
and ‘Didn’t Care’ are their principal 
clicks, with a couple of informal bits 
tossed in for this audience. 

Eddie, Jack and Betty, though not 
in Variety files under this tag, ap- 
parently are a veteran rollerskat- 
ing trio. Lone white act on bill, they 
go through all of the familiar twirls. 
Combo has a socko comedy finish, 
though long since standard with 
them. Invite members of audience 
to come up and be whirled around, 
with a corpulent femme ‘volunteer’ 
climaxing by falling on the huge 
prop cushion. Nicely done trick 
with few apparently suspecting audi- 
ence plants. 

Wheeler Moran’s Sunset Royal 
band (Band Reviews) plays the 
whole show, with Moran doing a 
slick emcee job. 

Biz opening night 
lute capacity. 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, N. J., Aug. 29. 
Sonny Dunham’s Orch (14) with 
Diane Mitchell & Ray Kellogg; Bobby 
Lane & Edna Ward, Nan Rae and 
Mrs. Waterfall (Maude Davis), Den- 
nis Day; ‘Ruggles of Red Gap’ (Par). 


(Friday) abso- 
Wear. 











Resuming its last year’s policy of 
weekend vaudfilm bills, the Adams 
opens its current season with a pro- 
{gram built around Sonny Dunham’s 
lorch, a combo that moved in 
{here after a three-month session at 
the Meadowbrook roadery in nearby 
| Cedar Grove. 
Dunham fronts a band that is ex- 
| tremely juvenile looking in appear- 
ance. It can turn on the heat or go 

‘vert with equal versatility, and its 
accented brass handles fantasia pas- 
sa with sureness and contagion. 

Combo mesmerized the hepcat 
audience into handclapping and 
stomping throughout the band’s 60- 
|minute session. Starting with 
|‘Georgia on My Mind,’ which fea- 
| tures Dunham’s trumpet solo, the 
|ecrew plays 13 numbers, rang- 
ing from the ultra-new ‘What’s 
ithe Verdict,’ which Martha Raye 
sings in Universal’s ‘Hellzapoppin,’ to 





Unit R 


(CONVENTION HALL, A. C.) 
Atlantic City, Aug. 29. 

Produced by Arena Managers As- 
sociation. Staged by Chester Hale. 
Stars Belita; features Megan Taylor, 
Vera Hruba, Lois Dworshak, Robin | 
Lee, Donna Atwood, Red Mc-| 
Carthy, Joe Jackson, Jr., Al Surette, 
Pierre and Denise Benoit, Serge 
Flash, Norton Waite, Phil Taylor, 
Larry .Jackson .and .Dick .Salter, 


Rosemarie Stewart and _ Robert 
Dench, Hub Trio, George Bryon, 
Arthur Vitarelli, Ashley Badger; 


Chorus Girls (29) Chorus Boys (14); 
Music Director, Jerry Mayhall; Cos- 
tumes, Mahieu; Opened at Conven- 
tion Hall, Atlantic City, Aug. 29, ’41; 
$1.65 top. 





Highlighted by nifty creations of 
the ice ballet, ‘Icecapades of 1942’ is 
strong on showmanship, lavish pro- 
duction, elaborate costuming and 
skating talent. Show preemed at 
Convention Hall, Thursday night 
(28) before audience of 7,500 follow- 
ing close of 1941 edition preceding 
night. 

New version has same talented cast 
plus Chester Hale’s new routines, 
and includes fine solo and team per- 
formances, plus nifty chorus work 
and comedy numbers. Outstanding 
in the first half of the John H. Harris 
production is the ‘Dutch Treat’ num- 
ber, which features Belita, British 
ice ballerina, and Robin Lee, former 
national figure skating champ. 
Chorus of 36, in colorful Dutch win- 
ter costumes and sabots, forms back- 
ground for entrance of Belita in 
blonde pigtails and wearing blue 
jacket and yellow-pleated skirt. Af- 
ter solo work, she is joined by Lee, 
in tight jacket and baggy trousers, 
for fine exhibition of team skating. 
Their children’s dance number is ef- 
fective and won hearty applause. 
Another effective and outstanding 
number is the ‘Cake Walk,’ featuring 
pues Dworshak in her rhythm skat- 
ng. 

While Belita is starred, she appears 
in Dutch number and a ballet solo 
only. Latter number shows Eng- 
lish girl’s turns and spins to great 
advantage. Megan Taylor, another 
British champion figure skater, ex- 
ecutes some fancy blade work in her 
colorfully staged Greek dance. While 
the staging and costuming call for at- 
oon throughout, there are sev- 
era 


group numbers that are 
especiaMy eye-appealing. In _ par- 
ticular is ‘Pan-Americonga’ clicky, 


an ensemble turn that’s very effec- 
tive in the hipswaying motions of 
Latin terps. 

Vera Hruba, blonde Czech, wins 
applause in her ‘Czardas’ assisted by 
the chorus attired in Czech costumes. 
She is attractive in white and silver 
costume as she whirls and spins to 
tune of ‘Play, Fiddle, Play.’ Robin 
Lee pairs with Donna Atwood in 
‘Valse Dansant’ to give fine exhibi- 
tion of figure skating. In addition to 
excellent team work, this number is 
highlighted by chorus girls in white 
ballet costumes with black sequin 
sashes and chorus boys in full dress. 


eviews 


ICECAPADES OF 1942! 


(ORPHEUM, MPLS.) 





Minneapolis, Aug. 30, 


George White, Freda Sullivan, 
Line Girls (12), Charles Kemper, 


George Haggerty, Jess Mack, Mars 


tha Burnette, Kay Penton, Harris 
and Shore, Pat Henning and Betty 
Page, Helen Morgan; ‘Sunny’ 
(RKO). 





Taking a leaf from filmdom’s book 
(Abbott-Costello), George White 
has gone to burlesque for a comic, 
Charles Kemper, and the latter’s 
straight men, George maggerty and 
Jess MacK, permituug tne to lift a 
couple or ancient, tried-and-true 
burieycue scenes, aimost jock, stock 
and barrel, tor his principal box- 
oftice ammunition. Juaging by the 
reception at the initial periormance 
here, White and tne tnea.vre manage- 
ment should be pientiiuily wreathed 


in smiles. Customers ate up the 
slapstick. It looks hke a good b.o, 
week. 


‘’o those who have been George 
White ‘Scandals’ fans, however, the 
current layout comes as a distinct 
shock. The economy wave seems to 


have hit White a terrific punch. It’s 
a ‘Scandals’ in name only. Sans 


production and flash and with a 
single, insonsequential comic, only 12 
ordinary girls in the line and but 
three specialities, the affair im- 
presses as being exiremely inexe- 
pensive (comparatively) and hast- 
ily tossed together. However, this 
initial audience didn’t seem to miss 
the erstwhile gorgeous treppings, et 
al. It undoubtedly can be sold as 
a laugh show and it probably fills 
the bill sufficiently in that respect 
to cop highly profitable grosses. 

In Helen Morgan the show has its 
lone name; however, her boxoffice 
value in these sticks is questionable 
and she doesn’t deliver as a per- 
former. White himself announces 
the numbers and acts through a 
mike from offtsage. It’s a good 
system because it avoids the usual] 
slowing-up of the show by the cone 
ventional emceeing, although 
White’s diction is poor. For the 
finale he comes on and introduces 
himself as ‘George White’s son,’ 
asks the audience how it liked the 


show (got a heavy applause re- 
sponse to indicate it did at this 
catching) and then urges those in 


front to come back again ‘and tel] 
their friends about It. 

The 12 girls are good enough look» 
ing, but not stunners. Their dancing 


(Continued on page 63) 





New Act in Theatre 





TOM HARMON & CO. (3) 

With Guy Savage 

Talk 

15 Mins.; One 

Chicago, Chicago 

Another one of those personal ap- 
pearance things, with all manner of 





Simulating toe dancing, routine won 
big response. Miss Atwood also does 
well in her solo ‘Mazurka.’ Later In 
red, white and silver, she skates to 
tune of ‘Pomp and Circumstance,’ 
ending with dizzy spins. 

Much comedy ig _ interspersed 
throughout show. !ncluding tramp- 
bike act by Joe Jackson, Jr. Panto- 
mime, done by son of vet vauder 
who does same turn, has been seen 


here in two former ice shows. At 
eatching Friday he induced con- 
siderable laughter. 

‘Yankee Rhythm,’ rube comedy | 





| Badger, combines clever blade work 
| with 


| 


| Jaughs. 


featuring Larry Jackson and Ashley | 


zany antics, also good for | 
Other click comics are Dick | 


| Salter, Norton Waite and Al Surette. | 





| 


| paint, appears in an Indian 


Red McCarthy, covered with gold 
legend 


¢ | interpretation, aided by lighting, to 


|such warmed-over oldies as ; Syed 
Black Joe’ and ‘Grow too Old to| receive big hand. Phil Taylor goe 
< ae e a w . i , . "4 ) 7 » ¢ 
| Dream.’ Dunham does several trum- | fathe bs J te, a — 
|pet and trombone specialties with | atne megan J | 
|Flash, as the juggling bellhop, has} 


superb sureness, but really brought 
down the house when he hit the high 
note of his theme, ‘Memories of 
You.’ 

| Band’s two chirpers, Ray Kellogg 
and Diane Mitchell, clicked strongly. 
| Kellogg has a warm, pleasant bari- 
tone and the Mitchell gal, in addi- 
ition to possessing a pleasing voice, 
is a neat looker. 

Miscellaneous acts are headed by 
Bobby Lane and Edna Ward, two 
| fugitives from ‘Crazy with the Heat,’ 
|who spent the summer presenting 
\their dance specialties in the 
| Catskill circuit. Act is done with 
|elan, the most effective business be- 
jing Lane’s series of cartwheels and 
|someraults which brings the act to 
!@ whirling finish. 

Nan Rae and the mousey Mrs. 
Waterfall (Maude Davis) have a 
wow act that is even better on the 
stage than over the ether (they 
were with Kate Smith last season). 
They’re doing their standard chat- 
ter act, and it drew guffaws. — 

Topper of the bill is Dennis Day, 
who sings ‘Amapola’ in English and 


Understand,’ ‘Till Reveille’ 





Jon. 


| 





in Spanish, ‘The Things I Love,’ ‘I| 
and | 
‘Yours.’ His high tenor voice clicked. | holdover, 


some new tricks with spinning ball: 
and sticks which please. The Hub 
Trio, Kenneth Mullen. Edmond 
Raiche and Leonard Mullen repeat 
their popular acrobatic novelty of 
last edition Pierre and Denise! 
Benoit and okey in a ‘Sports Mood’ | 
duet 

One of the colorful comedy num- 
bers is the ‘The Gav Nineties,’ with 
vocals by George Byron, featuring | 
‘Pretty Maiden.’ ‘Air Militaire,’ 
patriotic number, with entire com- 
pany taking part, is effective close. | 

No special scores were written for 
1942 show. as formerly. Jerry May- 
hall, musical director, arranged | 
tunes. 

Show ran nearly three hours on 








| 


ovening night and needs consider- 
able trimming. Closes here Labor 
Day (1). Carter. 





Dean Hudson rehired his former | 
vocalist, Frances Colwell. Hudson | 
added a girl quartet, the Dixie Debs, | 
who, with Miss Colwell, make five- | 
voice section used with his Capella | 
choir, 19 voices. Band is on third | 
six 


vreeks, at Summit | 
Club, Baltimore 


| ot hotel gag stuff. 


stalling used to make up running 
time, the same old gags and the same 


sorry attempt to do something. The 
public is so accustomed to this sort 
of thing that it gets by, with the 
payees evidencing a remarkable 
amount of kindness to personalities 
in the news who fail to come up 


with entertainment when they take 
to the boards. 

It’s certainly not the fault of Tom 
Harmon who tries hard and who 


;}comes over with a good amount of 
: wholesome personality and an easy 


enough manner of speaking. At least 
he can speak and handle his lines. 
He is on most of the time with 
Guy Savage, announcer from WGN, 
Savage talks to Harmon about foot- 
ball, the All Stars-Chicago Bears 
game, the ‘Harmon of Michigan’ pice 


ture. It’s just talk with Harmon give 
ing the right answer 

Here’s the gist of Harmon’s 
answers: ‘No, there was no outstand- 
ing single player on the Bears; they 


were all great.’ ‘No, I can’t pick out 
the outstanding single player on the 


All Stars, they were all great.’ ‘But,’ 
says Savage, ‘I was at the game, and 
so were 100,000 others, and they and 


I agree that there was one player on 
the All Stars team who did a great 
job—Harmon of Michigan.’ Applause 
from the audience and Harmon takes 
it mutely. There was nothing else 
for him to do. He was merely caught 
up in the usual tripe which ace 
companies these personal appeare 
ances. 

There’s a girl who comes out and 
gives Harmon some money and 
kisses him. She runs out of money 
and turns to go, and Harmon pulls 
her back and says from now on it’s 
for fun. The All-American also has 
a solo routine about trying to check 
into a hotel, and it’s the usual rune 


Business is fine in the Chicago 
thedtre, but there is no indication 
that Harmon is doing the business, 
There are the Labor Day weekend, 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ on the screen 
(though for the third week) and the 
Alvino Rey orchestra with the King 
Sisters on the stage. But there is an 
indication that Harmon’s name on 
top of the rest of the at least 
hatnhe the } Gola 


show 





nil 
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$490,000 Season Sets B.0. Record 
At Muny Al Fresco in St. Louis 








St. Louis, Sept. 2. 

Windup on Sunday (31) of 12- 
week al fresco season sponsored by 
the Municipal Theatre Assn. saw all 
previous attendance records of the 
outfit—for a single night’s perform- 
ance, a week’s run and an entire 
season — shattered. The seasonal 
gross of approximately $480,000 also 
topped any previous season during 
the 23 years the entertainment has 
been presented in the Forest Park 
theatre. 

It was the American preem of 
*Balalaika,’ last show presented, that 
carried off two of the blue ribbons. 
The biggest mob to attend a single 
performance of the Muny shows, 
11.232, swarmed all over the outdoor 
theatre on the last night. This mob 
topped the previous high, 11,161 that 
turned out for ‘Desert Song’ .on Aug. 
16, and the total for last week, 74,700, 
surpassed the previous banner mark 
of 73.423 registered by ‘Irene’ last 
July. ‘Balalaika’ copped an esti- 
mated $47,000, which tied ‘Irene’ for 
the best weekly take of season. 

The season’s attendance, 811,433, 
exceeded by 36,477 the previous 





Whyte Stage-Manages 
New Abbott Musical 


Jerry Whyte is stage manager for 
‘Best Foot Forward,’ with Robert 
Griffith assistant, Charles Harris, 
company manager and Phyllis Perl- 
man, p.a. Archie Bleyer will con- 
duct the orchestra. Don Walker and 
Hans Spialek are doing orchestra- 
tions and arrangements. 

Edison Rice is stage manager for 
Abbott’s ‘Pal Joey,’ with Davey 
Jones, assisting, Sidney Harris, com- 
pany manager and C. P. Greneker, 
(Shuberts) handling publicity. 


Beal and Craig 
Prepare Coast 
Barn Theatre 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
New strawhatter, to be established 








largest season attendance hung uP) jn @ recently acquired old barn in 


in 1936. The profit that resulted | 
from the season just ended will wipe 


| 


San Fernando Valley, is being or- 
ganized by John Beal, as director 


out deficits incurred during the 1939|anqd actor, and his wife, Helen Craig, 


and 1940 seasons, 
the terping and warbling choruses, 


salary bonus. 


with Equity whereby the 96 mem-| 
bers of the chorus will be bonused 
if the season showed a profit. 

Only one of the 88 performances 
was shelved because of rain, with 
‘New Orleans’ world premiered 
here for the season kickoff, running 
nine of the 10 nights. The runs of 
the others were limited to seven 
nights. ‘New Orleans’ is destined 
for a Broadway presentation 
fall by Max Gordon. 

The weekly take average was ap- 
proximately $40,000, big, with aver- 
age weekly nut ranging from $35,000 
to $38,000. 

Richard ‘Dick’ Berger, production 
manager for the Municipal Theatre 
Assn., received a new two-year con- 
tract last week. Berger came here 
from New York five years ago 
assistant to Laurence Schwab 
succeeded the latter two years later 
when Schwab took a fling at film 
production in Hollywood. Berger had 
finished a three-year stretch when 
he was handed the new pact. 

While the management personnel 
for next season has not been an- 
nounced, it is likely that Watson 
Barratt, scenic designer, will be in- 
vited back. 


as 


and 


$500 Stands i in Way 
Of Lyceum, Mpls., As 
41-42 Legit Theatre 


Minneapolis, Sept. 2 

A matter of $500 may determine 
whether this city is to have a home 
for legitimate road attractions thi: 
fall. City has widen street in 
front of Lyceum theatre, which 
houses the roadshows, and canopy 
now extends into street in violation 
of a city ordinance, 

Authorities 
of the 
canopy; 


ed 


have ordered owners 
showhouse to remove the 
they’ve refused. It would 


cost about $500, according to esti- | 


mater, to install a new canopy to 
comply with ordinances, but the | 
Owners say they'll tear the theatre | 
down rather than do this. 


In order to avert razing of 


county commissioners 
agreed to accept $75,000 as a compro- | 
mise for $150,000 in unpaid real es- | 
tate taxes for the past 10 years. 
Owners claimed total revenue 
only $58,000 from the property 
the last five years, while 
the period amounted to $75,000 


for 


taxes for 


this | 


of | 


NalGCUsti Wisi Pic) 


and members of! as co-owner and actress. 
New 
all natives, will receive a one- -week | tober 

The Municipal Thea-! Broadway plays. 
tre Assn. made a verbal agreement | 


stock company starts in Oc- 
with monthly productions of | 


You can wear a straw hat in the 
valley all the year round. 


TMA Makes Special 
Proviso for Mok As 
r. A. of Rose Show 


Billy Rose 











engaged Michael 
Mok, his press agent for the Dia- 
mond Horseshoe, N.Y., and _ the 
Aquacade, at the N.Y. World’s Fair, 
to handle the publicity for his forth- 
'coming production of ‘Clash by 
Night,’ new Clifford Odets 
Employment of Mok was made pos- 
sible by a special waiver of the rules 


has 


in the Theatrical Managers and 
Agents union contract with the 
League of New York Theatres. Ad- 


mission of Mok to the union was the 
first such since the contract with the 
League was signed two years ago. 
Under the TMA-League agree- 
ment, the union promised to pro- 
vide for ‘new blood’ by the admis- 
sion of not more than five pres 
agents and five company managers 
a year. However, each such admis- 
sion must be experienced in the 
field, have some ‘unique’ qualifica- 
tion and not be replacing some regu- 
{lar TMA member of the job. Only 
| producers who are members of the 


League are eligible to appeal for the 
admission of such a candidate 
Rose, not a member of the League 
joined the organization so he could 
make such an appeal in the case of 
Mok, whom he wanted to handle his 
legit show publicity as well as that 
for his nitery and other activities 
It was conceded by the TMA mem- 
bers that Mok was experienced be- 
cause of his theatrical interview 
while on the N.Y. Post, as well as 
by his p.a. work at the Diamond 


Horseshoe and Aquacade, to fill the 
|requirements. And although if Mok 
| were not admitted, the ‘Clash’ 


TMA member, it was decided not to 
enforce that proviso strictly. 





Radio Actor Preps 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 


ber in ‘One Man’s Family’ on the 
|radio, is readying a stage production 
lof his own play, ‘These Tender 
Mercies,’ for a local break-in in 
November. 

In addition to producing Yar- 


rh vw play the male lea 


play. | 


job | 
would have to go to some regular | 


| Own Prod. on Coast 


the | 
showhouse, and thus leave the city | 
without a theatre for roadshows, the | 


recently | Barton Yarbarough, the Cliff Bar- | 


PREFER WASH. 
BALTO TRYOUTS 


——__ 


Economic Boom Responsible 
for First Choices — Many 
Industrial Towns to See 
Shows, Where Formerly 
Theatres Had Been Dark 





NEW D.C. THEATRE? 





Current economic boom in Wash- 
ington and Baltimore is being re- 
flected by the booking of early-sea- 
son tryouts there in preference to 
such regular tryout cities as Boston 


and Philadelphia. That is despite 
the fact that there is no air-cooling 
in the Baltimore and Washington 
houses, while several theatres in 
Boston and Philadelphia are so 
equipped. As the tryouts in ques- 
tion are opening before the arrival 
of cool weather, it is obvious that the 
prospective profitable business is re- 
sponsible for the bookings. 

Whole matter of local booms from 
defense spending is figured likely to 
have a continued effect on road 
bookings. There is already talk of 
opening another legit house in 
Washington, where the _ increased 
population has filled hotels and cre- 
ated a serious housing shortage. 
|Baltimore is booming almost as 
|much. Washington now has only one 
| legit theatre, the UBO-booked Na- 
| tional, which played “The Wookey’ 
| last week and is showing “Two Story 
House’ this week. 

Baltimore has two houses, the 
UBO-booked Ford’s and the indie 
Maryland. Former has “The Wook- 
|}ey’ this week, while the Maryland 
|had ‘Village Green’ last week and 
‘The More the Merrier’ this week. 











peace. ses. with the large, air- | 

ooled Forrest and the Locust, and 
vical with the air-cooled Plymouth | 
and Colonial, 
for tryouts, 


though both towns 


have not yet been used | |Your Hats,’ 


normally get*plenty of break-in on 


gagements. 
Other Towns 

Number of industrial towns, ale-| 
ready feeling the result of defense | 
spending, are seeking bookings for 
their usually-dark legit houses. They | 
include such spots as Bridgeport, | 
Hartford and New Haven, Conn.; 
Albany and Schenectady, N. Y., and 
such midwest cities as Toledo, 
Akron, Youngstown. Dayton, Gary, 
Bloomington, besides manufacturing 
like Trenton, N. J., 
Regular legit stands such 
gh, Detroit and Cleve- 
land apparently anticipate a bounty 
season. 

Factor in St. Louis is the reopen- 
ing next Jan. 1 of the long-dark 

(Continued on nce 60) 


town, 
r D.- 
ing ra. 


as Pittsbur 


Kanone’ S ‘Ast Solo 


Production in Debut 
Hartford, Sept. 2 
George S. Kaufman preems his 
first productior Mr. Bis at the 
B ell Memorial here Saturday 
Y t 6) 
Authored by Arthur SI meen nN 
nd Margaret Shane, come 
the first time Kaufman is producir 
on his own. Others were coo pera- 
tive. He’s also staging. 


Renew Partnership 


Richard Skinner, manager of the 
Country playhouse, Westport, Conn., 


| Jacobson’s absence was noted Friday 


| against the Saturday night’s receipts 


aad Read- | 
to give the resort 


heim. 


| City of Atlantic City at start of 


this summer for Lawrence Langner | 


and Armina Marshall, will 
his producing partnership with Day 
Tuttle 

However, the pair have no 
mediate script prospects. 


im- 





ART KLEIN MAPS MUSICAL 
Arthur Klein is planning the pro- 


resume |} 


Hefty Legit Schedule Expected 
For Philly, Best in Many Years 





Flack 


The word ‘flack,’ defined in 
show business as a press agent, 
has cropped up numerous times 
of late in relation to its deriva- 
tion. 

In the Roman era, the war- 
riors, not having automobiles, 
airplanes, radios, telephones, or 
telegraph, had to communicate 
with each other just the same. 
These communications were 
carried on through the use of 
couriers. To the Roman a cour- 
jer was generally his personal 
servant—or ‘flack’—whom he 
eould trust, and this ‘flack’ in 
that way handled all the con- 
fidential messages and _ infor- 
mation from one to the other. 
Thus, he was a sort of purveyor 
and disseminator of news in 
matters of consequence to his 
leaders. Thus was the word 
‘flack’ born. 


A.C. Mgr. Exits, 
Leaving Jolson 


Holding Pay Bag 


Atlantic City, Sept. 2. 
Benjamin Jacobson, lessee of the 
Garden Pier theatre, was listed of- 
ficially as missing Sunday (31) 
leaving a trail of bills, at least one 
worthless check and, according to 








figured as 





police, 
that was to have been paid the cast 


lof the musical comedy, ‘Hold On to| 


for the four days end- 
ing Saturday (30). 
Al Jolson, star of the show, dug | 


with approximately $1,400 | week 


| pac ity 


into personal funds to the amount of | res 


* 


Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 

Historic old Walnut Street thea- 
tre, out of regular legit ranks for a 
number of seasons until leased last 
winter by Oscar Serlin for an indie 
engagement of ‘Life With Father,’ 
will be taken over by the Shuberts 
and join the Forrest and the Locust 
as Philly’s United Booking Office 
houses this season. No official an- 
nouncement has been made, but deal 
is understood to have been com- 
pleted. Most number of bookings 
and lighted weeks since '20s are pre- 
dicted. 

Usual announcement of season’s 
plans made last week by Lawrence - 
Shubert. He listed bookings for For- 
rest and Locust and commented on 
overflow conditions, especially with 
shows like ‘Separate Rooms’ and 
‘Hellzapoppin’ figured for extended 
runs. Statement went on to say that 
something would be done to take 
care of unprecedented number of 
shows and that a further statement 
would be made Oct. 1. Insiders who 
had already heard of the Walnut 
deal, which has been on the fire for 
some time, were not surprised. 

Included in the list of bookings 
announced by Shubert were the 
projected Theatre Guild revivals to 
be given in addition to their regu- 
lar subscription season. Walnut is 
likely local home for 
these, with ‘Ah Wilderness,’ with 
Harry Carey, as probable initialer. 
‘John Gabriel Borkmann,’ with 
Charles Laughton, Elsa Lanchester 
and Eva Le Gallienne; ‘He Who Gets 
Slapped,’ with (maybe) Raymond 
Massey; ‘The Rivals,’ with Mary 
Boland; ‘The Doctor’s Dilemma’ 
(Katharine Cornell); ‘R.U.R.’ and 
‘Desire Under the Elms’ are others 
mentioned. 

The Forrest seems to be lined up 
solidly with musicals after the single 
of the opener, ‘Doctor’s 
Dilemma,’ opening next Monday (8), 
Locust stage is not good for heavy 
productions. That’s where the Wal- 
nut, with its big stage and okay ca- 
(1,400, same as Locust) fits in 
pictire. 
geese ‘Doctor’s Dilemma,’ For- 

gets George Abbott musical, 


| $3,000 to pay the 70 members of the | ‘Be 2 Foot Forward’ (15th) and then 


show’s traveling company when 


night (29). 


Jolson had at first refused to go 


|on Saturday night (30) when he dis- 


covered an attachment obtained 
at the boxoffice by one of Jacobson’s 
creditors. The attachment later was 
voluntarily relinquished in order not | 
unpleasant pub- 
licity on the eve of its biggest holi- | 
day weekend. 

Jacobson left an I.0.U. at box- 
office, but check to publicity man 
bounced. Case has been assigned to | 
Detectives Ferd Moore and Lou Arn 


with the 
sum- 
presentation of stage shows 
He called the corpora- 
Garden Pier Theatre 
corporation 
the other 


Jacobson signed a lease 
mer for 
at the pier 

tion ‘The New 
Inc.’ It was a 
with Jacobson’s 


closed 
wife as 


officer. He came here - m Phila 

delphia, where he wi: associated 

with the Shubert enterprise 

:| St. Loo ious p M. Gash 

‘St. Louis, Sept. 2 

Percy M. Gash, World War I vet 

who was wounded in action in 

France, last week was named man- 


| weeks 


| other 
| Green’ 


| bacco 


ager of the city’s $7,000,000 municipal | 


auditorium. Post pays $6,000 per an- 
num. He has been in charge of ad- 
vertising, publicity and promotion 


for the American Legion in addition 
to activities in behalf of under- 
| privileged boys Gash __ succeeds 


| James E. Darst, who resi 


weeks ago. 
A change in administration due to 
the election last April, which re- 


| sulted in a Republican city victory, 


gned several , 


! 


‘Louisiana Purchase’ on 29th. New 
‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ ‘Hellzapoppin’ and 
‘Panama Hattie’ are listed to follow 
in that order. Next non-musical 
mentioned for house is Theatre 
Guild’s ‘Hope for a Harvest,’ with 
Fredric March, but that won’t be 
until December. 

Locust starts with ‘Johnny Be- 
linda’ Sept. 15, and follows after two 
with ‘Separate Room Run 
of this unpredictable farce makes 
bookings uncertain. ‘Corn Is 

listed next, with Maurice 
revival of ‘Macbeth’ follow- 
‘Claudia,’ ‘Arsenic and Old 

‘My Sister Eileen’ and ‘To- 
Road’ are other definite Lo- 
cust bookings. 


Evans’ 
ing. 
Lace,’ 








‘Let’s Face It,’ new Vinton Freed- 
ley show; ‘High Kickers,’ George 
Jessel opus, Cornelia Otis Skinner in 
Somerset Maugham’s ‘Theatre’ and 
‘Women Aren’t Ange! with Reg- 
inald Denny and Bobby Clark, are 
on the schedule, houses not men- 
tioned. 

Wichita Preps for Season 
Wichita, Kas., Sept. 2 

Legitimate season will open here 
Oct. 15 with presentation of Vel Zz 
and Yolanda, dancers, at Arcadia 
theatre. Next stage show will be 
‘Barber of Seville,’ produced by 
Charles L. Wagner, at Forum, 
Oct. 31. 

W. M. Floto sponsors shows lo- 
cally. 

‘Arsenic’ P l 
rsenic rersonne 
Herman Bernstein will manage 
the ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ road 
company again this season. Hugh 


Rennie will be stage manager, with 
Barbara Burton assistant and under- 
study. John Montague will be ad- 
vance man, 

Carl Fisher is general manager for 
Lindsay-Crouse, as well as for 


| George Abbott. 


duction of a new musical ‘Life of| caused the switch. Julius Karty,| 
the Party,’ with Consuelo Flowerton | former manager of the Shubert- | 
slated for a lead. Rialto (legit) theatre, assistant man- 

Hughie Barrett will conduct the| ager, is likely to remain in his pres- 
orchestra. ‘ent post. 
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Dr. Brent’s Household | 








Woodstock, N. Y., Aug. 28. 

Drama in three acts, four scenes by Ed- 
Ward Percy Stars Jessie Royce Landis; 
features Flora Campbell Staged by Robe 
ert Elwyr for Lee Shubert at the Playe- 
house, Woodstock, N. ¥., Aug. 28, ’41 
David Brent, M.D William Halstead 
Michae Brent. .ccceceseses 
Pamela Brent... .ccccccervee: 
Claire Hutton... cccseervees 
Hazel Wisden | 
Bertha Atkins... ie 1s | 
Lambert Paterson, M.D Ivan Triesault 
Mildred Brent.........Jessie Royce Landis | 


If the international situation hasn't | 
made the playgoing public too com-| 
edy-minded, Lee Shubert has an opus | 
that should vie most favorably with | 
other British pathological importa-| 


tions. Adhering to the psychosis 
pattern, Edward Percy, who co- 
authored ‘Ladies in Retirement, | 


has turned out a gripping, vibrant | 
drama of mental aberration, leaving | 
the opening-night audience emotion- 
ally exhausted at the final curtain. 

Story recalls somewhat Clemence 
Dane’s ‘Bill of Divorcement.’ Au- 
thor’s central character is the wife 
who returns from confinement in a 
sanatorium to find that her medico- 
husband has fallen in love with his 
secretary, and her two children have 
grown to look up the secretary as a| 
mother. The struggle and failure of 
the wife to regain her lost place in 
the household, while at the same time 
fighting to return to mental health, 
provide the theme. 

Percy’s incisive writing has pro- 
duced characters whose mental and} 
emotional reflexes to the situations | 
created by the wife’s return furnish | 
One tense moment after another. A) 
change here and there in the tempo! 
of several scenes, and the elimination 
of a weak, anti-climatic final curtain 
are about all the improvements that 
seem necessary for this well-knit 
manuscript. 

Jessie Royce Landis and Flora 
Campbell were brought here for the 
tryout. If the Shubert office (repre- 
sented by Harry Kauffman opening 
night) matches this pair in casting | 
the balance of the parts, ‘Dr. Brent’ | 
will become a playgoer’s ‘must’ for 
its acting portrayals if not for its im- 
pressive writing. Miss Landis gives 
a brilliant performance as the wife, 
shading the many facets and transi- 
tions of a tainted mentality so beauti- 
fully that she holds audience sympa- 
thy throughout. Miss Campbell is a 
perfect foil, giving a wholesome, un- 
derstanding and sincere portrayal of 
the secretary. 

Able support is furnished by Rob- 
ert Blakely and Joan Arliss, as the 
son and daughter, and Ivan Triesault, 
all of the resident company. Robert 
Elwyn has contributed fine direction, 
turning out a premiere performance 
devoid of the usual miscues despite 
only a week’s rehearsal. Russell. 





LEND AN EAR 


Cohasset, Mass., Aug. 27. 


| hearsal period produces a high stand- 


room skit, ‘My Little Sass Slipper,’ 
done in broad double entendre, and 
a few Hollywood impersonations 
rate as her best. Two ambitious 
pieces, a takeoff of Gertie Lawrence 
in ‘Lady in the Dark,’ and Tallulah 
Bankhead running a sort of bank 
night are both funny in spots, but 
neither sketch is fully developed nor | 
clearly conceived. A ribbing of tri- | 
angle plays and ‘Dr. Chilblain’s Mati- | 
nee,’ a ‘Dr. Kildare’ takeoff, are also 
pips. 

William Eythe, a good-looking ver- 
satile juvenile who makes his work 
outstanding, can sell a romantic or 
comic song equally well, he can 
dance and his dramatic work here 
in previous productions this summer 
has demonstrated acting talent. 
Eythe is definitely a new personality 
for Hollywood and Broadway in- 
spection. ; 

Dorothy Fox, who staged the musi- 
ca! numbers, is another performer 
with a wide talent range, specializing 


in comedy dancing and_ acting. 
Norma Shea is a cute trick who 


projects her song and dance work 
like a million. Esther Coryell, a 
hefty gal with a natural deadpan 
low-comedy touch, is also ready for 
bigger things. Tony Albert and Jere 
McMahon get top rating among the 
male dancers, and the latter’s tap 
solo. with ballet leaps, stopped every- 
thing. One of the best bits in the 
show is a dance to ‘Santo Domingo’ 
by Miss Fox, Albert and Eythe. 
Albert, a very able singer, teams 
again with Miss Fox in a song-and- 
dance which develops from a staid 
Puritan polka into a swingy counter- 
part. There are also helpful con- 
tributions by Carl Betz, Paul Owen, 
Shirley Brown, Edward Hunt, Walter 
Appler and Madelyn Ward. 

Gaynor plays one of the 
through the show, along with 
Sparks. 

The superior product that Freder- 
ick Burleigh, Gaynor and the Misses 
Fox and Sparks have turned out 
here on a small stage in a short re- 


ianos 
ouise 


ard to shoot at. Langworthy’s modest, 
colorful sets aid greatly. For. 


OFF THE COB 


Pawling, N. Y., Sept. 2. 

Musical revue in two parts, 19 scenes, 
produced by Ned Wayburn, starring Norma 
Terris; featuring Cleo Mayfield, Jane Win- 
ton, Althea Corwin, Bert Bertram, George 
Chatterton, Eddie Hugh and the Starlight 
Junior Players. Music, William Provost; 
dialog and lyrics, Alex Kahn; dance di- 
rector, George Trainor; settings, Bert Bert- 
ram. Presented at Starlight Theatre, week 
beginning Aug. 26, '41; $1.10 top. 


For the ninth and final week of 
the summer season at the Starlight 
Theatre, Ned Wayburn presents a 
musical revue entitled ‘Off the Cob,’ 
starring Norma Terris and featuring 
a list of Broadway talent, supported 
by some of the junior players of 
Ted Jones’ summer theatre school. 
Venture is the most pretentious that 
the Starlight has undertaken in its 





Revue in two acts (26 scenes); stars 
Sheila Barrett. Sketches, music and lyrics, 
Charles Gaynor; general direction by Fred- 
erick Burleigh; musical numbers staged by 
Dorothy Fox; 


; musical arrangements, Louise 
Sparks; settings, David Langworthy; pre- 
sented by Mrs. Alexander Dean and Fred- 
erick Burleigh at Town Hall, Cohasset, 
Mass. (South Shore Players); Aug. 26, ‘41; 
$1.65 top. 
Cast: Sheila Barrett, Norma Shea, Dor- 
Othy Fox, William Eythe, Shirley Brown, 
Esther Coryell, Tony Albert, Paul Owen, 
Jere McMahon. Walter Appler, Edward 
Hunt, Madelyn Ward, Patrucia Nadler, 
Carl Betz, Nolan Harrigan, Juanna Donno- 
hue, Jane Van Duser, Shirley Goldsmith, 


Malcolm Weinstein. 


One of those extreme rarities of 
the silo circuit crops up here this 
week: a very entertaining musical 
show, well-rehearsed, capably pro- 
duced, commendably cast—and a 
likely Broadway possibility. Of 
course, it will require perking up, 
particularly in the music department, 
with two more good tunes making 


the score take on a _ better-than- | 
average complexion. 

As it is, Charles Gaynor has writ- | 
ten some caichy numbers. but his 


lyrics are way ahead of the tunes. | 


However, his ‘Romantically Inclined’ 
and ‘The Nicest Young Man in Town’ 
are very pleasing and beg for big- 
time orchestration. With only two 
Pianos, the only instrumental sup- 
port given the company in the pro- 
duction, ‘Between the A & P and 
the Old Meservey Place’ also regis- 
ter heavily. 

Gaynor also pours it on in the 
closing number, a tab version of a 


Shubert musical to end all revivals 
of ee of the ’20s era. ‘The 
Gladiola irl,” presented by ‘The 


Messrs. Lou and Z. Z. Sherbert,’ is a 
rich dish of hokum, with the girls 
dressed in the mode of ’25. 
the song titles give an idea: ‘Where 
Is the She for Me?’, ‘I'll Be True to 
You,’ ‘Doin’ the Old Yahoo Step,’ ‘In 
Our Teeny Little Weeny Nest.’ If 
Gaynor doesn’t get there first, some- 
one may plant a similar burley tab 
in a revue this season. 

Sheila Barrett, starred, is smartly 
handled. She is on just enough for 
those who find her work only mildly 
amusing, and not enough for her 
fans. ‘Everybody's Got a Guy But 
I,’ sung in a low-down torchy man- 
ner with slinky costume; her brittle 
burlesque in an English drawing 


Some of | 


eight years and capacity audiences 
maintained through the week. How- 
ever, there appears little chance for 
more ambitious production. 

Score is by William Provost, and 
dialog and lyrics by Alex Kahn, who 
appears also with the players. Leads 
are taken by Cleo Mayfield, Jane 
Winton, Althea Corwin, Bert Bert- 
ram, George Chatterton and Eddie 
Hugh. 

Miss 








Terris sings half a dozen 
numbers, of which ‘Information 
Please’ and ‘To Me’ seem her 
favorites. Audience responded also 
to a repetition of some of her 
selections from Broadway successes 
of former years, notably ‘Magnolia’ 
from ‘Show Boat.’ 


ABOUT FACE 


Ellicott City, Md., Aug. 25. 





quent return to simplicity and the 
pure of heart. There’s the conniv- 
ing little agent, a lecherous business 
tycoon, a dame on the make and a 
party -throwing society dowager. 
Story deals with a painting that 
makes good as a milk bottle top in- 
stead of a museum piece, and the 
subsequent adventures of its creator 
up and down the ladder. 

In between some transiently well- 
drawn charactrizations, situations 
and dialog, the most promising pos- 
sibilities are offered by the songs 
of Emily Pierce. She has a definite 
flare for lyric writing and manages 
also to catch a good musical theme 
here and there. 

Outstanding assignments in the 
cast are very well handled by Mary 
Jane Stockham and William Mac- 
Leod, both ready for bigger things. 
Also effective are Lyn Swann, one 
of the few legit voices in the cast, 
and Charlie Brodsky, brought in for 
the comic possibilities of the con- 
niving agent. 

Direction by Edward Padula_ is 
consistently good and a rather heroic 
job considering the physical limita- 
tions and various production prob- 
lems for this sort of stint. Chore- 
ography and incidental dance by Emy 
Saint Just are okay. Burm, 





Retreat From Glory 
Mount Kisco, N. Y., Aug. 25. 


Comedy in three (tive 
Courtney Abbott Fred F. Sears; 


acts scenes) by 


staged by 


settings, Willis Knighton; presented by the 
Westchester Piayhouse, Mount Kisco, N.Y., 
Aug. 19, °41, 

Peis hoses bed ehoeenkesen Edith Ketchum 
i ON ck ccc tokesekiwsoun Robert Ruyxer 
Dorothy Colmore..........Margot Grahame 
Maurice Erskine...... eceses Maurice Burke 
Stephen Allen.......ccccee.+.. Maurice Wells 
Gertrude Moreland........-- ... Ellis Baker 
Verna Graham. ...ccccee ... Miriam Battista 
PE Piss tesnkeweenes + % Vhilip Huston 
te tS err rrr rr re Judson Laire 
SR Pe Pere er err Per Emily Ross 





Having taken it on the chin with 


three flopperoos about Hollywood 
last season, Broadway can _ hardly 


be expected to go for ‘Retreat from 
Glory’ if it’s brought in following 
current summer tryout. Courtney 
Abbott’s account of feuding stage 
and screen celebrities on the west 
coast is a spotty affair.. Hair-pulling 
and china-smashing contests give the 
script some lively moments, and 
there are a number of amusing digs 
and wiecracks, but ‘Retreat’ is by no 
means a first-rate comedy. And 
when it takes itself even halfway 
seriously, as in the romantic pas- 
sages. it becomes just a bore. 

Margot Grahame, with an appear- 
ance in ‘The Informer’ to her credit, 
fares poorly as heroine. Her play- 
ing is over-emphatic, and she doesn’t 
suggest the ‘first lady of the stage’ 
type, which is how her character is 
described. Providing love interest as 
a picture producer, Maurice Burke 
turns in an amiable performance. 
For the most part, Philip Huston, 
Miriam Battista, Maurice Wells, Jud- 
son Laire, Edith Ketchum and Ellis 
Baker, in other roles of more or less 
impartance, do effective work. but 
the script is against them. Direc- 
tion and production are fair. 

Paul. 


PURITANS AT PLAY 


Martha’s Vineyard, Mass., Aug. 25. 
Comedy in three act by Esther Forbes 
and Saxon Kling; staged by Neil McFee 
Skinner; settings Johannes Larsen; cos- 
tumes, Maria Coxe; f 
Warren; presented by 
Playhouse Martha's 
opening Aug. 18, ‘41 


Goody Bayrnte.. 


1tures 
Martha's 
Vineyard, 


Vineyard 


Mass., 


..- Kathleen Comegys 





Play with music in two acts by Edward 
Padula and Leslie Stevens; music and 
lyrics by Emily Pierce; staged by Edward 
Padula settings and costumes Forrest 
Thayer; presented by Don Swann, Jr., at 

|} the Hilltop Theatre, Ellicott City, Md., 
Aug. 19, °41. 
| Paul Kent....... Richard Angarola 
| Ellen Barry... . eae Otis Kidwell 
| Ellen Barry danced by..... Emy Saint Just 
| Sammy Saeendbesebuaae Charlie Brodsky 
DEPENe DBPUM. «icc 6dve0dse .Lyn Swann 
RACINE s 4 4.0.00 0.6 00048 08% William MacLeod 
DOUCET Ws kalau cceuaseeeueun ben ..+++-Kay Kirk 
F MPOCUNs 6 650.0:646 64.00 469646066006> Midge Stark 
PN be daathadeege 60neeeeedeenseel Joy Connor 
Kitty Hawkes.........Mary Jane Stockham 
7 eS ee Hildreth Whitehead 
Arthur Mennin...... sbehas Pinkney McClain 
i Mr. Zlotnick...cccccece Coeececd John Marlieb 
| Delivery Boy.....s.ees 0ecorecers Leo Green 
DATIONGES?.. ca ccserecce eecoces Thad Sharretts 
WV RCIA s 6 ioc eis cheeeeeesenes Fred Graff 
Western Union Boy.........-. Leslie Stevens 
Roger Chadwick.........Carter Wallerhorst 
Dr, DUAL PItGGwe. «ccc cicesece Bert Coffey 
Mrs. Piltdown.....cces eevercees Helen Jones 
Mrs. Chadwick.....e. seecceces Ann Kushner 
Robert Crispin...... Pereryr rrr Fred Graff 
Louise Tipling....9.ccccecs Dorothy Herman 


Risking a crack at a musical in 
| spite of a company quite short on 
vocal equipment, Don Swann, JZJr., 
has succeeded in projecting, never- 
theless, a boxoffice possibility that 
should help considerably in these 
closing days of his pioneer strawhat 
here. As a possibility for Broadway 
or equally ambitious company ‘About 
Face,’ however, falls far short. 

It’s all rather familiar stuff about 





an artist tempted away from his 
ideal by the fleshpots, and his subse- 


Jerusha Whipple.......... .-Helen Renbold 
Caleb Whipple............Anmthony Bickley 
Debby Sikes.....ccccoces Ruth Childs 
Goodman Bayne.......... -Ben Lackland 
Ps NON 05 04-064440660 000% Bruce Adams 
Gideon Hereford........ Clark Chesney 
maMte ColOMOR. « .<<ics« Katharine Warren 
Widow Bigelow........... Charlotte Sanger 
Hannah Bradford........ ...»Phyllis Cram 
5 ae.) .Bradford Hatton 
Magistrate Higgins.. Stephen Courtleigh 

Also, Harry Cobl Marjorie Dulin, Ed- 
ward Skinner, Al Haak, Johannes Larsen. 
Chester McKirihan, Paul Corriston, Harold | 

forse, Ruth Kraus, Albert Miller Patricia 
Grienfield, Virginia Gilbert, Helen Rogers, 
Leslie Davis 

Revised version of ‘What Every |! 
| Woman Wants,’ which Francine Lar- | 1"! 
}rimore once tried out on the 
| still impresses as lacking what. it | 


| takes for Broadway. Novelist Esther 
| Forbes and her collaborator have 
— out a mildly amusing play, 
pleasantly literary and _ historically 
interesting, but deficient in real 
comedy. 

Foibles of our New England an- 
cestors have made good dramatic 
| material before, in ‘The Pursuit of 
Happiness’; and ‘Feathers in the 
Gale,’ announced for this fall by 
Marie Louise Elkins, is also based on 
an old Massachusetts custom. ‘Puri- 
itans’ is too frail an entry to stand 
up against this competition. 

Plot springs from an old Puritan 
law making master or mistress re- 
sponsible for morality of servants. 
Rich widow Kate Coleman, finding 
that her maid Debby has sidestepped 
with a soldier who then got himself 
scalped, sets out to buy a husband 
and father for Debby and her com- 
ing brat. She picks a handsome fel- 
low named Gideon, but unfortu- 
nately falls for him herself, even 
though she learns he’s a fugiive from 
justice. It then becomes her prob- 
lem to save him from punishment, 
unhitch him from Debby, find an- 
other parent for the imminent child, 
and get out of an unwelcome en- 





gagement of her own. All of which 


Katharine | 


i Fa 
road, | | 


Sudbury. 


settings by 
particular, 


tion, 
and, in 
Performance hardly 


ibre. 


ficial fashion. 

Kathleen Comegys turns in the 
best work as Kate’s sharp-tongued 
old housekeeper. Ben Lackland, in 
a thankless part, also makes every 
line count. Katharine Warren gives 
a spirited reading of the lead role, 
and Clark Chesney, as glamor-boy 
Gideon, swashbuckles effectively in 
his early scenes but seems uncom- 
fortable when forced to stand still in 
Act Three. Anthony Bickley and 
Bruce Adams are helpful in support, 
others being amateurish for the most 
part. 


TIMBALU 


New Milford, Conn., Aug. 27. 


Drama in three acts, four scenes, by 
Elizabeth Miele; staged by Hudson Faus- 
sett; setting, Lloyd Hallock, Jr.; presented 
by and at Theatre-in-the-Dale, New Mil- 
for Conn., Aug. 20-26, ‘41 
ere Hudson Faussett 
pe Pererrrrrr ey cl yr Helene Heigh 
Frederick Hutchinson....Robert Champlain 
Miatiion BES Gihs occa 0cescecses Hubert Long 
Mrs. Stanley McNeil.......-Mildred Blanke 
|} Dr. Noel Reid wecccccces RUSSell ConWay 
Lulu Travis.......eecceceee-JdJeraldine Dvorak 
Mildred Abbott...........Jane Huntginton 


Captain Hill Hardy......Edmond de Comte 


Hassan, a half caste........... Donald Lee 
Tamingo..... rrr Tr rie Louis Townsend 
DEUTONA. ccccceccccccccceccceses Joan Danton 
P| ee errr ree er re Betty Hall 

Elizabeth Miele has apparently 


taken ‘White Cargo,’ ‘Rain’ and a 
few others of their type, encased 
them in a new wrapper and present- 
ed ‘Timbalu.’ It’s another version of 
what the South Seas moon can do to 
whites who spend any length of time 
on the islands there. 

If there’s anything the author left 
out of this particular script, the 
omission was not apparent to observ- 
ers. Elements included in the play 
are the slave-driving cocoanut plant- 
er and his semi-discontented wife 
who is being wooed by a former 
suitor; the itinerant fourth-rate nite- 
club femme; the missionary and his 
wife; the community medico; the 
native girl betrayed by the white; 
the visiting deb in love with the 
poetic half caste; the native uprising 
against the planter; the killing of the 
native girl and the revenge of her 
Samoan sweetheart. The old stand- 
bys are all there even to native mu- 
sic and dancing, but despite a famili- 
arity of theme, in this case the whole 
is pieced together in a moderately 
interesting manner for stage fare; 
for pix, it offers little that is new, 
but with proper expansion it might 
serve as a ‘B’ dualer. Script car- 
ries numerous pleasing passages, 
with much poetic dialog in evidence. 

Play has a competent physical pro- 
duction. Backed by an excellent 
bungalow setting, a capable cast puts 
the story across acceptably. Hudson 
Faussett lends power to the slave- 
driving Abbott role and holds stead- 
ily to his interpretation throughout. 
Shortcomings in the Hutchinson part 
are due more to writing than acting, 
as Robert Champlain’s trouping dis- 
plays all the variations that the script 
allows. Less important characteriza- 
tions are commendably handled by 
Russell Conway, as the sawbones; 
Jeraldine Dvorak, the stranded nite- 
'club warbler; Helene Heigh, as Ab- 
bott’s wife, and Edmond Le Comte, as 
|a roughneck ship’s captain. Louis 
Townsend and Joan Danton fit nicely 
as the youthful Samoan pair and add 
atmosphere with native dances. 
Minor roles involving balance of cast 
are generally well done. Bone, 


ARGOSY AT FORTY 


Hendersonville, N. C., Aug. 27. 
Comedy in 15 scenes by DeWitt Bodeen. 
Staged by Hale McKeen and Vaughn Bag 








gerly Setting, Kdward Sheffield Pre- 
sented by the Theatre of the Fifteen at 
the Old Mill Playhouse Hendersonville, 
N ( Aug. 26, °4 
Jaso Leigh Ape es Frank Rollinger 
| mreOMm LGIGN. .iccccees Mary Greene 

OF LMIBD. .ccdenseeese Willard Thompson 

Pe EATON. pcovevceses Hale McKeen | 

I Hiltor I 


This is a case of sloppy play- 

wrighting; it has nothing for New 
York in its present state. Yet it has 
an idea behind it that comes through 
in spite of the bad technical con- 
struction. And sometimes, when 
DeWitt Bodeen permits himself to 
get his teeth in one of his alarming 
number of 15 scenes, he writes with 
sparkling humor. If he could set his 
play in three conventional acts, he 
would have something. Too cut up 
as 1S, 
_ It should, with only slight wring- 
ing out of some risque parts and the 
realization of more values in the 
situations, make a light ‘B’ picture. 
Several years ago this play was pre- 
sented privately in the experimental 
| department of the Pasadena (Cal.) 
|Playhouse, and it was done last 
| winter for a week in Miami by the 
Theatre of the Fifteen, but outside of 
that it presumably hasn’t been 
around. 

Story concerns Jason Leigh, a 
successful Omaha businessman who, 
at 40, still loves his wife but doesn’t 
find her or his collegian son enough. 
With a yen to write plays, he goes to 
New. York with his understanding 
wife’s blessing. There he meets one 








Fay Hilton, the on-the-make wife of 


she manages to do in the best scene 
of the play, a town meeting in 1685 


Staff of this small playhouse has 
gone overboard on physical produc- 
Johannes Larsen 
costuming by 
Maria Coxe being of Broadway cal- 
keeps 
pace with these surroundings, mov- 
ing briskly but in slapdash, super- 


a successful Luther 
Hilton. 

Leigh falls for Fay, who secretly 
backs his play, a dud in rehearsa] 
Meanwhile, the Leigh son, Peter, and 
the Hilton daughter, Miriam, dis. 
cover the infatuation of their re. 
spective father and mother, and set 
about to circumvent it. In order to 
set a bad example for their parents 
they make it look as though they are 
having an illicit affair. When Mrs 
Leigh and Hilton show up on the 
scene, things are further complicated 
by the fact that they, too, fall for 
each other—but with the realization 
that they won't go ahead with it, 
Hilton rewrites the play for a hit 
and the three couples iron their 
emotions out by st»ying put where 
they belong. 

Theatre of the Fifteen does almost 
more with this than can normally be 
done on the small stage here, with 
blackouts and having scenes changed 
before the eyes of the audience. The 
six players all come through very 
effectively. Edward Sheffield’s set. 
tings are nifties, But as a good pic. 
ture possibility, it carries mostly an 
idea and is executed more with pic- 
ture than legit technique. Pratt. 


‘Soldier’ as Finale Of 
Dallas Operetta Season 


Dallas, Sept. 2. 

The 12th and final week of the 
Shuberts’ operetta-under-the — stars 
series at Fair Park Casino began 
Thursday night (28) with the presen- 
tation of Oscar Straus’ ‘The Choco- 
late Soldier.’ So successful has the 
schedule been that the original plan 
for 10 weeks was increased by two. 

Leading roles in the final week 
are being played by Alexander 
Gray, Martha Errolle, John Patrick, 
Joan Roberts, Truman Gaige, Donald 
Gage, Douglas Leavitt and Bernice 
Claire. 


playwright, 








Current Road Shows 


(Sept. 3-13) 

‘Accent on Youth’ (Sylvia Sidney, 
Luther Adler) — Brighton, Brighton 
Beach, N. Y. (3-7); Central, Cedar- 
hurst, L. I. (9-14). 

‘Beautiful People’— Windsor, 
Bronx, N. Y. (3-7); Flatbush, Brook- 
lyn (9-14). 

‘Best Foot Forward’ (Rosemary 
Lane)—Shubert, New Haven (11-13). 

‘Boys and Girls Together’ (Ed 
Wynn )—Mosque, Newark (5-6); Na- 
tional, Washington (8-13). 

‘Doctors Dilemma’ (Katharine Cor- 
nell)—Forrest, Philadelphia (8-13). 

‘Claudia’ (Lila Lee, Beverly 
Bayne)—Empire, Syracuse (12-13). 

‘Fun for the Money’—Playhouse, 
Hollywood (3-13). 

‘Hellzapoppin’—Curran, San Fran- 
cisco (3-13). 

‘Hold on to Your Hats’ (Al Jolson) 
—Shubert, Boston (3-13). 

‘Jump for Joy’ (Duke Ellington)— 
Mayan, Los Angeles (3-6). 

‘Keep Covered’—Ford’s, Baltimore 


(8-13). 

‘Male Animal’ (Otto Kruger)— 
Alcazar, San Francisco (6-13). 
‘Mamba’s Daughters’ (Ethel Wa- 
ters)—Biltmore, Los Angeles (10- 
13), 

‘Meet the People’—Cass, Detroit 
(3-6), 

‘Mr. Big’—Klein aud., Hartford, 


Conn. (6); Plymouth, Boston (8-13). 

‘My Sister Ejileen’—Harris, Chi- 
cago (3-13). 

‘Native Son’—Flatbush, Brooklyn 
(3-7). 

‘Separate Rooms’ (Alan Dinehart, 
Anna Sten, Lyle Talbot)—Windsor, 
Bronx, N. Y. (9-10). 

‘The More the Merrier’—Maryland, 
Baltimore (3-6). 

‘The Wookey’ (Edmund Gwenn, 
Heather Angel)—Ford’s, Baltimore 
(3-6). 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Biltmore, Los Angeles (3-6). 
| ‘Two Story House’ National, 
Washington (3-6). 
| “Two for the Money’ (Willie How- 
| ard)—Central, Cedarhurst. L. I. 
(3-7). 





Strawhat Premieres 
(Sept. 1-13) 


‘Rufus and His Wife,’ comedy- 
drama by Philip G. and Julius J. 
Epstein, at County theatre, Suffern, 
N.. x, (246). 

‘The Good Neighbor,’ by Jack L. 
Levin, at Stony Creek (Conn.) thea- 
tre (1-6). 

‘It’s All Done with Memos,’ by 
Laurence Greene and Theodore 
Dibble, at Hilltop theatre, Ellicott 
City, Md. (2-6). 

‘Talk Out Loud,’ revue with 
sketches by Reuben Shipp, music by 
Al Moss and Will Lorin, lyrics by 
David Greggory, at Unity House, 
Forest Park, Pa. (6). 

‘Not Only Vesuvius,’ by John Neff, 
Hunterdon Hills playhouse, Jutland, 





N. J. (9-13, 
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Mt. Kisco, N. Y.., and the Hunterdon 
Hills theatre, Jutland, N. J., which 
failed to remain open through the 
previous season, continued lighted 
and were reported earning nice 
profits this summer, 

To anyone familiar, with strawhat | 
finances, this season has been re- 
markable for the fact that the cow- 
barn operators have not been cry- 
ing ruin. Normally, the bucolic 
Belascos spend all summer moaning 
about terrible business and blaming 
everything from Equity restrictions, 
star temperament and the weather 
to radio and world conditions. That’s 
because there is generally a narrow 
margin of profit at best, as well as 
a desire to avoid paying high sal- 
aries to actors, etc, But this year 
even the operators themselves ad- 
mit gaaking money, which is nor- 
mally unheard of. 














Sirawhats’ $3,000,000 B. 0. 


Continued from page 1 





Unexplainable 

No one can actually explain the 
general business upturn. After the 
first couple of weeks, the few spots 
that had opened early thought the 
improved attendance was 


because | Who 





nearly $50,000. In contrast to such 
large-grossers as Maplewood, there 
are countless small strawhats in re- 
mote resort towns that operate on 
a slim budget and can draw only 
about $3,000 or so on a capacity 
week, 

As usual, this season has been 
marked by a number of ‘prestige’ or 
‘novelty’ bills at various spots- For 
instance, Tyrone Power and Anna- 
bella, co-starring for an engage- 
ment of 20 performances extending 
over three weeks at Westport, Conn., 
in ‘Liliom,’ drew standees at every 
show, to set a new gross record of 
$6,100 for a nine-performance week. 
Previous record was $5,400 for eight 
performances, set by Jane Cowl. 

The Cape Theatre, Dennis, Mass., 
broke its house record several times 
during the season. Charles Butter- 
worth set a new figure for the open- 
ing bill of ‘George Washington Slept 
here,” only to have C. Aubrey Smith 
top that the following week in ‘Old 
English’ and Moss Hart surpass that 
again the ensuing week in ‘The Man 
Came to Dinner, Finally, 


their shows were good or that local | Gertrude Lawrence, wife of the the- 


conditions were responsible. 


But as | atre’s manager, Richard Aldrich, set 


reports from everywhere have come /a final record of $7,900 as co-star 


in, it has been evident that the boom 
was general, that people had money 
to spend and would go see almost 
anything. As a result, there have 
been countless reports of sellout 


houses for non-name bills, while al- | 


most every theatre has had grosses 


mer years. 


One undoubted factor has been 


the weather, which has been unusu- | 


in contrast to the long 
were blamed for 


ally good, 
rainy spells that 
sad business two seasons ago. 
explanations offered have been the 
possibility that defense spending is 
being felt through the country, that 
people are anxious for entertainment 


Other | 


as escape from the grim international | 


situation, the absence of ASCAP mu- 
sic from the air and the consequent 
decrease in radio listening, better 
strawhat productions and exploita- 
tion, etc. The suggestions have been 


endless, but not completely convinc- | 


ing. 


Threatened rationing of gasoline 


has had no effect on attendance, from | 
However, | 


reports. 
planning to 


all available 


managements remain 


| there 


with Philip Merivale in the Ameri- 
can premiere of John Van Druten’s 
‘Behold We Live.’ 
Butterworth’s Record 
Butterworth, in the same ‘George 
Washington Slept Here,’ set a new 


well above anything known in for- | house record at the Bucks County 


playhouse, New Hope, Pa., but that 


| figure was smashed when George S. 


Harpo Marx also participated in an- 
other record-breaker, when he co- 
starred with Alexander Woollcott in 
‘The Yellow Jacket’ to crack previ- 
ous boxoffice figures at the North 
Shore playhouse, Marblehead, Mass. 

As reported in Variety last week, 
will apparently be a record 
number of strawhat tryouts present- 
ed this season on Broadway. Several 





Kaufman, Moss Hart and Harpo 
| Marx appeared there together in 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner.’ | 


! 
| 


are already on the way and, includ- | 


ing likely prospects, about a dozen 


| are listed. Summary of some of the 
leading strawhats, with their box- 
office figures, follows: 

Dennis, Mass. (Cape playhouse 


| (10 weeks, eight performances, 515 
| seats, $2.75 top). Grossed an esti- 


open a few more weeks are worried | mated $65,000 for the season, with 
about that angle for the balance of the average week about $6,300 and 


the season, as by far the largest por- | 


tion of strawhat audiences come some 
distance and nearly all travel by car. 


This gasoline problem is seen as pos- | 


sibly an acute one next season, if 
rationing or other restrictions go 
through. 


Including such ‘rotary stock’ spots 


as Jules Leventhal’s Flatbush, Brook- | 


lyn, and Windsor, Bronx, N. Y., and 
Edward Goldberg’s’ Brighton, at 
Brighton Beach, N. Y., and his Cen- 
tral, Cedarhurst, L. I., as well as 
such stands as the Garden Pier, At- 
strawhats 
operating under Equity sanction dur- 


ing the summer. That did not in- 
clude spots like the Hedgerow 
theatre, Moylan, Pa.; Barter thea- 


tre, Abingdon, Va., or ‘The Lost Col- 
ony,’ at Manteo, N. C., which were 


not Equity bonded, but operated un- 


der special permit. 
Slim Budgeters 


Estimated season’s total gross of 
$3,000,000 includes figures for the 
Maplewood (N. J.) theatre, which 


will probably remain open through 
October and which grosses an aver- 


age of about $8,500 a week. It does 
not include the outdoor St. Louis 
Municipal Opera, where a_ week’s 


business may be between $30,000 and | 





1111 Park Ave. 


S. E. Cor. 90th St., East 


Probably the most unusual apartment in 
New York. It is breathtaking in its 
uniqueness, Present tenant spent small 
fortune in special construction on walls, 
windows and indirect lighting effects in 
living room, library and foyer. All these 
Special features will be left intact at no 
expence. 

It is a magnificent corner apartment of 
9 rooms and 4 baths. Perfect settina 
for a screen, stage or radio director, radio 
Stage or screen artist, scenic designer, 
publisher, artist, or any one who wishes 
to live in an impressive manner It is 
stunning beyond words and a rare bar- 
Gain besides. Rental $3,600. 


APPLY J. C. FUSSEL 
on premises or 
phone ATwater 9-1402 
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average nut about $3,500-$5,000. Best 
week was record-breaker ‘Behold 
| We Live,’ with Gertrude Lawrence- 
Philip Merivale, for $7,900, with an 


| 


|extra matinee. Closing Saturday 

(6). May enlarge the house for next 
season, 

Denver, Col. (Elitch’s Gardens). | 


Louisville (Iroquois outdoor thea- | 


tre) (six weeks, six performances, 
3,150 seats, $1.50 top). 
eretta 
ness, 
fourth week with ‘Irene’ and aver- 
aging nearly $13,000 through the 
schedule, a record and the first year 
the venture has made a _ profit. 
| Weekly nut under the contract be- 
tween the Shuberts and the Courier- 
Journal and Times, principal backer, 
was $12,000 a week. Total gross for 
the season was estimated at $75,000. 

Manteo, N. C. (Waterside amphi- 
| theatre, Roanoke Island). Fifth sea- 
of Paul Green’s ‘Lost Colony’ 


| son 


spectacle broke all records, drawing | 
;of ‘Family 


a total attendance of 435,000 for 224 
performances. 


8.500 persons jamming the outdoor 

theatre. and extra performance was 

given Labor Day night (1). 
Maplewood, N. J. (Maplewood 


theatre) (probably 23 weeks, eight 
performances, 1,411 seats, $1.65 top). 
House currently playing its 15th 


week and slated to continue through 
October. Bill Robinson recently set 
new mark for the season, with $12.- 
600 in ‘Hot Mikado.’ House record 
of $14.000 held by Helen Hayes in 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen.’ Average 


weekly gross about $8,500, with the | 


average weekly nut about $5,000. 
Marblehead, Mass. (North Shore 


playhouse) (nine weeks closed Sat- | 


urday (30), seven performances, 974 
| seats, $2.20 top). Alexander Wooll- 


-cott-Harpo Marx set new _house 
mark of $8,500 in ‘The Yellow, 
Jacket, with an extra matinee. | 


Regular capacity for seven-perform- 
ance week is $7,700. 
has been about $5,500-$6,000, with 
the average nut around $3,500-$4,000. 
Estimated season’s total gross $52,- 
| 000. 
New Hope, Pa. (Bucks 
ing Sept. 13, eight performances, 430 
lceats, $1.65 top—$2.20 Saturdays). 
| Week’s gross has averaged about 
$4,000 against a possible capacity of 
¢4.200 and a week's nut estimated at 





between $1,500 and $3,000. House 
record of $5,000 set by George S 
Kaufman, Moss Hart and Harpo 


Shuberts’ op- | 
season did exceptional busi- | 
getting a capacity $14,000 the | 


| $1.10 top). 


Season was scheduled 
|to have ended Sunday (31), but with | 


| pacity $4.000) wa 


| through 
Average gross | 


lnut of $2,.800-$3,000 


JOLSON-'HATS’ OFF IN 
ATLANTIC CITY, $9,000 


Atlantic City, Sept. 2. 

Al Jolson in ‘Hold On to Your 
Hats’ did disappointing $9.000 at 
Garden Pier last wee'x. Show opened 
Wednesday (27) for four days in- 
cluding one matinee. It was opening 
date of road tour. 

Falloff blamed on ‘high’ top of 
$3.30, with the piers giving so much 
entertainment for 75c. Also, charity 
boxing match and Gracie Fields ben- 
efit concert competed. 

Garden Pier theatre, operated by 
Ben Jacobson and Rube Bernstein 
for nine weeks this summer, closed 
Saturday (31). Approximately $65,- 
000 was grossed during season for 
nine productions. Bernstein has re- 
turned to Shubert theatre, Phila- 
delphia. 


EILEEN SWEET 
11146, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 

Chicago’s single show continues to 
be ‘My Sister Eileen,’ now in its 
seventh month in the loop, and the 
end at least four weeks away, ac- 
cording to most conservative esti- 
mates. 

With the town still loaded with 











| conventions, the comedy is having 
| no trouble in piling up a substantial 


gross each week. At present the 
show is running as much as $4,000 
ahead of its low marks in June, and 
there is no reason why it shouldn’t 
round out its eight fat months in the 
loop. Last week managed to snare 
exceilent $11,500 from the 1,200-seat 
Harris. 

On Sept. 15 the Selwyn will relight 
with John Golden’s ‘Claudia.’ Fol- 
lowing will be ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
for the Erlanger and ‘Doctor’s Di- 


} : . | 
lemma for the Grand Opera House. 


CRAVEN-‘VILLAGE’ MILD 
$5,400 IN BALTO BOW 





Baltimore, Sept. 2. 
Earlier than usual legit season 
opening at the indie-booked Mary- 
land here had Frank Craven in ‘Vil- 
lage Green’ inching out a mildish 


»| gross and fairish critical reception. 


presented by Felix 
Jacoves and the Olneys drew an 
estimated $5,400 to the 1,500-seat 
Maryland, scaled at a top of $2.22. 


Downhomer 


Alan as K. C. Director 

Charles Alan, stage manager of 
various Broadway shows the last 
several seasons, will direct the pro- 
ductions this season for the Kansas 
City Community Theatre. 

He left N.Y. Friday (29) 
new assignment. 


for 


Marx in ‘The Man Who Came to 
Dinner,’ with two extra matinees. 
Newport, R. I. (Casino theatre) 
(six-week season). Capacity gross 
for the week about $5,000 and has 
averaged nearly $4,000. 
Skowhegan, Me. (Lakewood 
atre) (16 weeks, closing Sept. 20, 
seven performances, 1,070 seats, 
House has never had a 
capacity week, but the record is 
about $5,000. Because of the weather 
angle during the long season, the 
gross varies considerably, but has 
averaged about $3,000. Nut runs 
about $2,000-$2.500. Business re- 
ported 20% over last year. 
Honeymoon,’ by Owen 
Davis, biggest grosser this season. 


Stockbridge, Mass. (Berkshire 
playhouse) (10 weeks, closing last 
Saturday (30), seven performances, 


444 seats, $2.75 top). Best week (ca- 
drawn this season 


by Tallulah Bankhead in ‘Her Card- 
board Lover.’ Average gross has 
been about $3,500. against a weekly 


Nearly 75% of 
have been sellouts, 
drawn even 

Berkshire 


al] performance 
with capacity busi 
against the oppo 
Music Festival. 
Suffern, N. Y. (County theatre) (10 


ness 


ition 


weeks, closing Saturday (6), six per-| 


formances, 265 seats, $2.20 top). Con- 
sidering the bad reputation left by 
last season’s management and the 
fact that the tiny capacity makes it 
almost impossible to earn a profit, 
the management of Jean Muir and 
Sanford Meisner has been remark- 
ably successful. Nut has been kept 
down and business has built well 
the summer. Capacity 
week’s gross would be about $2,500. 


| Best week was ‘Once in a Lifetime,’ 


County | 
playhouse) (probably 14 weeks end- | “ 
} (6), 


| operators, 


starring Miss Muir, for about $2,100. 
Average has been about $1,800, or 
approximately an even break. 

Westport, Conn, (Country 
house ) 
eight performances, 
$2.20 top-$2.75 Saturdays). 
the best season in 
Lawrence 


play- 


475 
Has had 


Langner and 


Armina Marshall, are planning to 
enlarge the house for next season. 
Average week’s gross has been about | 


of $3,500-$5.000 


$4.500. against a nut 


the | 


the- | 


Tryout } 


(10 weeks, ending Saturday | 


seats. | 


its history, and the | 


Bway—Wow! ; Everything Skyrockets; 
Tce’ Hottest, $26,300; ‘Hattie’ $26,000 





Increased Broadway legit attend-!M (Musical). F (Farce), O (¢ 
Si . P era 
, ance — last few weeks continued | etta). vd 
| again last week, with particularly| ‘Arsenie and l a 
| heavy grosses being registered Fri- | (34th al $3.30) ton 


| day and Saturday (29-30) as wits | Seadew tus . Pw 
| aoa vacationers swarmed Saat te rmansur ee — 
| Main Stem. Saturday was big at all ! ‘Chk dia RB . an 
| shows, some houses drawing standee 712: —oe coth (29th week) (CD- 
trade at both matinee and evening |; a; 99.00). Business continued to 
sauinenaseinen improve and Rose Franken show 
This week, opening with Sunday mated iS bee Pe ey ee ee 
(31) showings at some theaires inn ase ae 3 wee. > : 
Labor Day (1) matinees, was ever Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
heavier, but slid off somewhat at (154th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Rough 
the Monday night performances, as | #"4 tumble revue followed general 
usual on holidays. Balance of this | UPW@'d trend, profiting particularly 
week is expected to be down a bit. from holiday weekend tourist trade; 
with gradually returning business about $16,800. 
anticipated for the ensuing few 
weeks. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 


‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (2d re- 
peat engagement) (7th week) (Re 
3,027; $1.65). Ice spectacle got hefty 
play from out-of-town visitors over 
weekend, playing extra matinees 
Friday (28) and Labor Day (1): 
plenty of profit at $26,300, new high 
|} at scale, with extra performance; 
will continue _ nine-performance 
schedule. 


‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- 


opened Monday—1) (M-1,357 $4.40). 

Gertrude Lawrence-starrer resumed 

|for 22d week, with okay advance 
. Sale. 


| ‘Life with Father,’ Empire (94th 
|week) (CD-991; $3.30). Margalo 
;Gillmore and Percy Waram subbing 
Los Angeles, Sept. 2. | for the vacationing Dorothy Stick- 
‘Tobacco Road,’ here for the fourth | "¢y and Howard Lindsay; attendance 
time, wound up with barely $6,000 in | SOared again, nearing capacity at 
the first week at the Biltmore, with | late-week performances; estimated 
slim takings for the coming week | $14, 
also indicated. Play has apparently | ‘My Sister Eileen,’ Bilimore (36th 
worn out its welcome at last, having | week) (CD-991; $3.30). Shared in 
in the past been presented at the | general boost, particularly late in the 
| Belasco for nine weeks, the Music | week; Shirley Booth returned to cast 
| Box for six weeks and at the Bilt- | Monday (1) about $12,000. 
|more for a couple. Current engage- | 








‘Pal Re 4 Yr > 

/ment will add up to a total of 20! Mon d Regal Der 2: ae ory 

| weeks for ‘Road’ in this town. | Rodgers-Hart musical comedy pee 
Jump for Joy, Duke Ellington | cimed for 35th week at lewered 


musical at the Mayan, is wavering 
on the red-black borderline with ap- | 
proximately $6,500 in its eighth week | 
at the Mayan. Plans are to take the 
show to San Francisco at the end of 


scale; house capacity reduced by re- 
moval of 33 seats for enlarged or- 
chesira pit; scheduled for four weeks 
before touring; George Tapps taking 
over title part Tuesday (9). 


its run here, but understanding is pes aghepinte: : 

that there is no house currently Panama Hattie,’ (46th Street (44th 

available there. week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Ethel Mer- 
‘Fun for the Money,’ new musical |™@" show spurted again; around 


$26,000. 


‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (75th 
| week) (C-1,107). Current week endg 
j} the engagement and comedy eg 
on the road; house gets ‘The Wook 
next Wednesday (10); up a trifle 40 
$4,000. 


‘The Corn Is Green,’ National (40th 


revue, opened at the Hollywood 
Playhouse last night (Monday). 


“GWENN’-WOOKEY 116 
IN WASHINGTON DiBUT 


! 
' 
| Washington, Sept. 2. 
| 


week) (D-1,162; $3.30). Final week 

at this house, moving to Royal for 

— by : oe ae »xt Tuesday night’s (9) er- 
Starting local legit season last |PEe*' 44 _ nign pe 

week (29) at the National, Frederick Boney benny nal ~ Maurice 

Hazlitt Brennan’s ‘The Wookey’ | ge or neSems Scnecules Lat Wer, 


10; $10,000 last week, 

‘The Wookey,’ Plymouth (opens 
Sept. 10) (D-1,107; $3.30). Frederick 
that theatre is not air-cooled held | Hazlitt Brennan play currently heing 
the take down. | groomed in Baltimore, follows ‘Sep- 

While many considered ‘Wookey’ a | arate Rooms’ at this theatre. 
good character in a play badly in ‘Two Story House,’ Morosco (opens 
need of tightening, audience reaction | Sept. 9) (CD-893). Spoof of spook 
was exceptionally enthusiastic. Play, | mellers, a strawhat product current- 


fought Washington’s August weather 
to come through with approximately 
$11,000 for eight performances. Fact 





presented by Edgar Selwyn, is cur-|ly playing a Washington tuneup en- 

rent in Baltimore, on way to New | gagement, being brought in by Brock 

York. Edmund Gwenn plays title | Pemberton. 

role. | ‘Village Green,’ Henry Miller 
Current at National here is try- | (opens tonight—Wednesday) (CD- 

out of ‘Two-Story House,’ by Parker | 940; $3.30). Dorothy and Julian - 


W. Fennelly, Brock 


Pemberton. 


presented by ;ney with Felix Jacoves, make their 
Broadway producing bow with this 
strawhat-origin comedy about small- 


|} town New England politics. 


6 ° ’ Nas 
| Duffy S Quiet Fair | ‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Martin Beck 
| 8G in 3d Wk Frisco (22d week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Critics’ 
s9 » 


Circle Prize play continued genera] 
San Francisco, Sept. 2. | attendance climb; estimated about 
Henry Duffy’s production of ‘Quiet 


| $16,500. 
Please, with Minna Gombell, 





Fred | 
Niblo and Robert Scott, finished its | 
third week of 10 days topping: $8,000, 
fair. 

House goes dark until arrival of 
Otto Kruger in ‘Male Animal,’ now 
set to open Saturday (6). 

















KILPATRICK FOR ‘HOUSE’ 


Tom Kilpatrick is company man- 


ager for Brock Pemberton’s pro- 
duction of ‘Two Story House.’ Henry 
Levin is stage manager. 


Arthur Hughes is assistant and Bill | 
| Doll, p.a. 


Shows ta Reheareal 


| ‘Candle in the Wind’—Playwrights 





Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 





























| Co.—Theatre Guild. NORMAN 
‘Mr. Big’—George S. Kaufman. 
‘Keep Covered’—Morris Sarnoff. 
| ‘Best Foot Forward’—George Ab- | 
, bott. 
| ‘Brother Cain’—American Civic and 
Theatre. 
| ‘Boys and Girls Together’—Ed SYLVIA 
Wynn. 
‘Distant City—John Tuerk. 
‘Claudia’ (Chicago company)— 
| John Golden. 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (road 
|company)—Howard Lindsay-Russel ON TOUR 
Crouse, 
‘Devil’s Disciple’ (Coast)—David 1776 es wm. —" York 
O. Selznick. 
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Inside Stuff —Legit 





Persuasive power of theatre ducats was demonstrated again last 


when Lenore Tobin, of the Shubert 
speeding while trying to catch the 
Hole, Mass 
held for the arrival of the justice of! 


week | 
ffice in New York, was pinched for 
Martha’s Vineyard ferry, at Wood's 


Taken to the local court house and apparently slated to be 


’ the peace, Miss Tobin alibied, per- 


guaded and begged—all without avail. 


Finally, she remarked that she worked for the producers of ‘Hellza 


pin.’ Police chiet immediately pho 
Miss Tobin a motorcycle escort and e€ 
ferry slip. 


Grand Opera House, Chicago, now 


lin Estate and its general manager, Jokn Schreiber, will likely be booked 


0p- 
ied ahead and held the ferry, gave 
-ven arranged to park her car at the | 


For which she promised him two passes for ‘Hellz.’ 


operated independently by the Ham- 


exclusively hereafter by the United Booking Office. | 
Schreiber has just returned from New York where he held close con- | 


fabs with Marcus Heiman of the UBO. 


for the Grand will be Katharine Cc 
open Oct. 19. 





Tom Green personal rep for Olsen and Johnson, had to sub for Saul 


Richman, ‘Hellzapoppin’ exploiteer, 


Richman from the Curran, San Francisco, and tossed him into the Army. 


Draftee Richman had been ahead of 


It is expected that the first show 
yrnell in ‘The Doctor's Dilemma,’ to 


last week when Uncle Sam yanked 





the show since October. 








| Defense Coi 


Continued f 








Grand, for a three-week engage- 
ment of ‘Life With Father.’ Indie 
house is operated by Milton Rosen- 
baum, who also has the Walnut, 
Philadelphia, which also played! 
‘Life With Father’ last spring as a 
step in producer Oscar Serlin’s bat- 
tle with the UBO. Besides the Philly 


and St. Louis dates, Serlin also 
booked ‘Father’ independently into, 


the Blackstone, Chicago; the Reper- | 
tory, Boston, and the Cass, Detroit. | 
In addition he has set the show for 
dates in various RKO film houses | 
throughout the country for this fall 
and winter. 


——— 


Defense Coin Inspires | 
Hefty Memphis Sked 


Memphis, Sept. 2. | 

This town is full of defense money, | 
which may explain how come the} 
city’s municipal Ellis Auditorium has 
a dozen legit bookings already set |; 
for the season, plus a number of 
other attractions. 

This is the best array of advance 
scheduling Col. Charles McElravy, | 
the veteran managing director, has | 
been able to snag since before the , 
depression of ’29. 

Dates include: ‘Water Follies of 
1941,’ starring Buster Crabbe, week 
of Oct. 6; ‘Blossom Time,’ Nov. 10- 
11; the Lunts in ‘There Shall Be No 
Nicht,’ Nov. 21-22; ‘Student Prince,’ 
Dec. 3-4; ‘Life With Father,’ Jan. 7- 
9: ‘Hellzapoppin,’ return engagement 
for Billy House-Eddie Garr company, 
Jan. 13-14; Al Jolson in ‘Hold On to 
Your Hats,’ Jan. 23-24; Ed Wynn in 
‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Feb. 18; 


/summer run here in years, despite 


| The defense contracts were barely 


| from the Cass theatre, to build up 


n Ups Road 


rom page 57 


‘Life With Father’ at the Cass. Al-| 
though the first show to attempt a} 











sticky weather, company ran through 
consistent business for 12 weeks, pil- 
ing up grosses over $200,000. Pic 
houses, too, have reflected the spend- 
ing of those millions, some grossing 
$30,000 a week with double features. 

It is admitted now that attempt to 
put three houses in operation last 
fall was beating the gun by months. 


let but with the munitions plants 
starting to roll into heavy produc- 
tion now, the coin is out among the 
potential spenders, 


In dropping the lease on the Wil- 
son, the Shuberts countered by tak- 
ing up the Lafayette, only a block 


a regular legit loop. J. J. Shubert 
is in town for the final rehearsals 
of ‘Meet the People,’ which opened 
at the Cass yesterday (Monday), and | 
to supervise the alterations on the 
Lafayette. Report is that ‘My Sister 
Eileen’ will move into the latter 
house around Sept. 15, with ‘Meet 
the People’ inked for at least a 
month’s run at the Cass. 





Legit Followup 





Hold on to Your Hats 


(GARDEN PIER, A. C.) 
Atlantic City, Aug. 30. 


‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ revised 
and resumed for tour, remains a| 








‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ March 4-5; 
‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ March 6-7; Maurice 


Uvans’ ‘Macbeth,’ Feb. 10-11; ‘My | 
Sister Eileen,’ March 20-21. 

‘Watch on the Rhine’ and ‘The 
Corn Is Green’ are also mentioned 


as probables, but without dates. 

A significant feature of lineup is 
that Colonel McElravy is accepting 
two shows in one week for the first 
time in the Auditorium’s history. 
With Second Army headquarters lo- 
cated here and a half-dozen defense 
projects in this area, the Colonel 
figures that good shows can’t miss no 
matter how close they come to- 
gether. 

Mrs. Martha W. Angier is dating 
the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo for 
two performances Dec. 13 and a con- 
cert by Marian Anderson for Oct. 
29 

The Beethoven Club bookings call 
for: Lauritz Melchoir, Metropolitan 
tenor, Nov. 15: Jose Echaniz. Cuban 
pianist, Dec. 6; Bidu Sayao, Metro- 
politan soprano, Feb. 10; and the St. 
Louis Syhphony Orchestra, March 
17. I. L. Myers will offer the Curtis 
ati Quartet somewhere along the 
ine, 


Detroit to Be Launched 


This Year as ‘Run’ Town 


Detroit, Sept. 2. 

After a false start last season, De- 
troit will be launched again this 
year on the basis of a ‘run’ town. 
Formerly classed as the best show 
town between New York and Chi- 
cago, the setup here is believed ripe 
for carrying shows on a month to 
two-month basis instead of the for- 
mer week or two. Present plans 
will bring both the Cass and Lafay- 
ette, the latter leased by the Shu- 
berts, into the scheme of things, with 
the Wilson in the offing. 

Tipoff to the Detroit possibilities, 
rere one of the greatest splurges 


tuneful, thoroughly amusing musical. | 
But it is Al Jolson who gives the| 
|customers their money’s worth. A 
Opening show, he wisecracked, ad | 
| libbed, talked about his earlier days | 
|in this resort and sang a number of |! 
| tuneful songs. 

While the production has several 
| good tunes, such as ‘World in My | 
Arms,’ ‘Great Day Coming,’ Jolson’s | 
; medley of oldtimers went over best. 
| He sings “April Showers’ and ‘Blue 
| Heaven’ and drops a hint about his 
|perennial ‘Sonny Boy,’ which brought 
calis for the favorite. He follows this 
with ‘Mammy,’ even on bended knee. 
The audience loved it and it was 
many minutes before he was able to 
resume. 


Jolson was in fine form and high 
| spirits at catching. He popped in and 





| John Root; 


‘Claudia,’ ‘Theatre’ 


To Be ATS in Chicago 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 
wo John Golden shows will be on 
Theatre Society 


this 


the American 
Chicago 


‘Claudia,’ 


scription list in year. 
The first 
opens in the Selwyn here Sept. 15. 

Second of the Golden productions 
for the ATS series will be Somerset 
Maugham’s ‘Theatre.’ 


will be which 








TWO-STORY HOUSE 


Washington, Sept. 2. 


Play in three acts by Parker W. Fen- 
nelly, staged by Antoinette Perry, setting, 
t presented by Brock Pemberton 


at the National Theatre, Washington, week 





of Sep ao }| 
yey Se  Seemeeceunee’ Walter 0, Hill 
Lulu Pung... ccscccccccccesseses Janet Fox 
Donald CarltOn..ececers eee -Cariletor é Young 
Sheriff Preble.....-seeeeres: Percy Kilbride 
Zadoe Grimes..cececerees Howard Freeman 
Doc’ Ferris.....+se-e. George Mathews 
The Professor. .cescceseers Frederic Tozere 
‘ao “Underhill seen seense Howard St. John 
PECK ...ccccscccveceresserseres James Cor ts 
Dr. Gordon......cccesresees Henry Levin 
} State Trooper.. .Arthur Hughes 
In ‘Two-Story House,’ producer 


Brock Pemberton has one thing, at 
least: the solution for all those play- 
wrights who have swell plays as 
soon as they write third acts. This 
one just has two second acts. Might 
be better to just lop off one of them, 
leaving the heroine being throttled 
by a maniac, where the second 
stanza ends, or solving the whole 
business happily, as the third—or 
rather the second—act winds up. 
Customers probably won't mind. 

Producer has one plan for selling 
tickets in his offer of $50 award 
weekly to writer of best letter tell- 
ing which second act is preferred. 
As ‘Two-Story House’ stacks up 
right now he does not stand to be 
involved in that deal for many 
weeks. 

Maybe this two second-act busi- 
ness had better be explained, as well 
as possible by an innocent bystander. 
Item starts out in conventional 
manner of a mystery-comedy—man, 


wife and a relative snowed in at 
their isolated Maine home on a 
blizzardy evening. He’s invented a 


knockout gas that will revolutionize 
warfare and is off to Washington if 
the bus gets through. Telephone 
goes out of order, wind howls. 
Added to audience assurance that 
agents of Hitler will turn up, there 
is news of an escaped maniac and a 
mysterious gent arrives acting like a 
poor caricature of Alex Woollcott 
and claiming to be a writer. 

Everyone shows a fondness for 
Omar Khayam, favorite business of 
the escaped lunatic being recitation 
of poetry as he throttles his feminine 
victims. Anyhow second act (the 
first one) develops considerable wild 
action, along with considerable idle 
talk. Two of three apparently snow- 
trapped visitors who have appeared 
turn out to be Nazi thugs after the 
formula for the gas. They're 
captured by the third, who for a 
time appears to be the maniac, until 
a guy not seen before pops out of a 
box and throttles the lady of the 
house, Curtain falls. 

Any suspense engendered by this, 
however, is lost when character in 
‘Our Town’ manner, who has played 


the prolog, comes on to stay, ‘this is| 


just what that crazy writer fellow 
wrote in his book and not what} 
really happened, which will be} 


revealed later.’ 


What really happens, the business 
of the following ‘second act.’ is that 
all three of the nocturnal visitors are 
in Nazi pay and after the gas. At 
the point when all is lost the deputy 
sheriff pops out of the box to save 





; out of character constantly and had 
| audience in prolonged laughter. 
Collette Lyons, in role played by 
|; Martha Raye in original ; 
production, handles comedy in excel- 
lent manner. Her number in ‘Down 
|on the Dude Ranch,’ with Jolson and 
Sid Marion, is especially well done. 
Other comedy honors go to Marion 
as Concho, faithful Indian follower 
of the ‘Lone Rider’ (Jolson). 


radio cowboy who advertises a 
breakfast food, but who faints at 
sound of a gun. He becomes, through 
/accident, the ‘Lone Rider,’ a takeoff 
|on ‘Lone Ranger,’ and his affected 
bravery provides much comedy. 

Eunice Healey, in femme lead, 
does well in her dancing numbers, 
although singing voice is very light. 
She vars some attractive costumes 
througnout. Lee Dixon, as male ro- 
mantic lead, is excellent in terping. 
Herman Timberg, Jr., does an 
eccentric dance number that is out- 
standing. His other numbers also 
okay. Three Radio Aces add to 
show’s tuneful qualities. Joseph 
Vitale, as Fernando the Mexican, 
gives neat performance during color- 
ful Mexican scene. 

Costumes and staging generally re- 
main excelient. Several sets drew 
big hands as curtain rose. Carter. 





Max Meth will conduct the or- 





of defense coin has started emerg- 
ig, was with the summer run of | 


| chestra for ‘Let's Face It,’ new Cole 


Broadway | 


Story, of course, concerns a timid | 


|the day. He is the same gent who 
| has warned of the escaped maniac. 
Guess who the maniac is? 

Perhaps Pemberton has something 
|here that can be salvaged. Right 
|now he seems to have been leading 
| with his chin when he described his 
| first entry of the '41-’42 season as a 
| ‘shudder comedy.’ It is some of the 
| ‘humor,’ rather than the villains, 
| which arouses the shudders. 
| Some capable actors behave as 
| though they don’t mind being in- 
| volved in this confusion. Frederic 
Tozere is excellent as the cold- 
blooded, bewhiskered Hitler agent, 
talking and acting enough like one, 
in fact, that one suspects everyone 
on stage is a dope for not noticing. 
Percy Kilbride comes through, too, 


with a topnotch portrait of the 
sheriff-maniac, even to the down- 
east accent. Howard Freeman, 


Janet Fox, Margaret Callahan and 
George Mathews rate far above the 
average mark, too. 

Antoinette Perry’s direction keeps 
things moving as often as possible, 
but she can’t help a wandering play 
that has the most talkative third act 
of any mystery-comedy ever. John 
Root’s living room is a handsome set 
— if one wants to look at a handsome 
set all night. Mac. 





Dick Maney has bought a farm 
near Westport, Conn., 





Porter musical. 


wife will breed and raise horses, 


sub- 


a 





Literati 





A. P.’s Multiple Switches 
Sigrid Arne’s switch from special 





| 


features division of Associated Press 
in Washington to the same assign- 
ment in Hollywood tops a lengthy 
list of staff switches made by the AP 


| in this country and abroad recently. 


| Others take Frank Brutto from Rome | 


to Berne; Witt Hancock from Istan- 


| bul to Bombay; Max Harrelson from 


Play Out of Town 


Budapest to Berne; Lynn Heinzerling 
from Berlin to Madrid; George C 
Jordan from Rome to New York 
general staff; William B. King from 
Madrid to London, and Lawrence G. 
Hauck from Cleveland to New York. 

Staff additions include Robert 
Broeg, former Missouri stringer, to 
Boston; Randall Brown, Cleveland 
News, to Cleveland A. P. office; 
Chris J. Edmonds, Milwaukee Sen- 
tinel, to Milwaukee A. P. office; 
Helen F. Hall, freelancer and staffer 
on Spur, N. Y., to New York feature 
service; Lucrece Hudgins, freelancer, 
to Washington feature service; Rich- 
ard F. Necomb, Newark Evenihg 
News, to Newark office; Judson C. 
O’Quinn, Mobile Press Register, to 
New Orleans office; Harold F. Os- 
borne, Salt Lake Tribune, to Salt 
Lake City office, and Richard Yahr- 
raes, Buffalo Evening News, to Phila- 
delphia office. 





2 Pix Crix on Guild Board 


There'll be two pix crix, twice as 
many as currently, on the new In- 
ternational Executive Board of the 
American Newspaper Guild. 

September referendum § election, 
first of its kind in ANG history, will 
return to the IEB Harry Martin, 
amusements editor of the Memphis 
Commercial Appeal, for a fourth 
term, and will add James Francis 
Crow, drama editor of the Holly- 
wood Citizen News. 

Both were assured election, 
members of the Pro-Guild slate op- 


; posing present Kaufman-Pasche re- 


gime, when administration — slate 
withdrew five of its 13 candidates 
including Frank Laro, San Antonio, 
who had been nominated against 
Martin, and Don Pinkston, Sioux 
City, incumbent against whom Crow 
was running. Withdrawals were 
part of a so-calied ‘unity’ move ad- 
vanced by the administration fac- 
tion. Pro-Guild group is charging 
administration with everything from 
Communism to maladministration. 





‘Wrong Man’ Beebe 


Lucius Beebe landed in a New 
Jersey clink last week when he was 
mistaken for a Nazi spy. Incarcera- 
tion was described by the New York 
Herald Trib columnist as a ‘pleasant 
half hour.’ That’s how long it took 
for the cops to check on his news- 
paper connections and be convinced 
that he wasn’t trying to take pic- 
tures of an arsenal near Roselle, N.J. 

Beebe was out shortly after dawn 
with his camera to get a shot of the 
Reading Railroad’s ‘Seven o’Clocker.’ 
Philadelphia-New York commuters’ 





special. Columnist is doing a book 
on choo-choos, ‘Trains in Transitions.’ 
| for which he wanted the pic. He 
was spotted by an overzealous citi- 
zen, made doubly suspicious by the 
proximity of the arsental. It was 
Beebe’s second mistaken-identity 
pinch. First was in St. Louis several 
years ago. 





Co-Op Photog to Iceland 
Continous stream of requests by 
| American newspapers and _ photo 


| 





to Iceland, occupied by British and | 


American troops, has finally been ac- 

|ceded to—in part. War Department 
| has named Sammy Schulman, Inter- 
|national News Photos staffer, to 
| make the trip on condition that all 
;major services have equal access to 
(his pictures. Cost of his jaunt is 
; being pooled. 

Schulman is currently in Iceland. 
having left on a U. S. war vessel at 
ian undisclosed time from an undis- 
closed port, Trip takes eight days 
each way and he is to spend eight 
days in Iceland. Schulman will 
bring all the negatives back with 
him as there is no speedier commu- 
nication from the far north country. 





Hearst Bars ‘Free’ Plugs 


A Hearst business-office memo in- 
structing its New York daily col- 
umnists not to mention hotels, cafes 
and niteries unless they're regular 
advertisers, was received with 
tongue-in-cheek by some of them. 

Perhaps the most direct observ- 
ance of the letter, if not the spirit, of 
the mandate was Louis Sobol’s col- 





where his|umns, which dodged it by utilizing 


such phrases as ‘the boisterous grog- 


as | 


services for permish to send photogs | 


| shop on W, 52d street’ ('21'); popular 
cafe society rendezvous on East 53q’ 
(Stork);; ‘softly lighted canteen on 
East 52d’, and the brawny Irishman, 
Jim  Moriarity, at backgammon’ 
(Barberry Room); ‘famous cabaret 
on W. 52d which features the rare 
minstrel, Eddie Davis’ (Leon & Ed- 
die’s); ‘Bud Abbott walked into the 
hotel room where Jack Waldron 
works’ (Park Central), ete. 


Knickerbocker Answers ’Em 

H. R. Knickerbocker, who hit a 
record with 128 lectures last sea- 
son, has just completed a book an- 
swering the 300 questions most fre- 
quently asked by his listeners, 
Tagged ‘The Answer Is,’ it will be 


published by Reynal & Hitchcock 
this fall. 
Vet foreign correspondent sets 


out shortly on his third Coast-to- 
Coast lecture tour. 


LITERATI OBITS 


George A. Fisher, division man- 
ager of the San Francisco News, died 
in San Francisco Aug. 23. For 25 
years he had been circulation man- 
ager of the San Francisco Chronicle 
and in 1923 was president of the 
California Circulation Managers As- 
sociation, Widow, brother and 
daughter survive. 

Capt. R. Henderson-Bland, British 
playwright, author, poet and soldier, 
died in England Aug. 20. 

David Skrainka Weil, 55, former 
literary agent, who had sold works 
for Elinor Glyn and John Colton, 
co-author of ‘Rain,’ died Aug. 25 at 
the French hospital, N. Y. 

Alger Stephen Beane, 48, vet 
newspaperman, novelist and poet, 
died Aug. 27 at the War Veterans 
Hospital, Bronx, N. Y. 

George Clifford, 52, trade paper 
editor, died Aug. 30 in Oak Park, 
Ill. He was formerly with Quigley 
Publications, but more recently had 
been editor of The National Provis- 
ioner. Widow and son survive. 

Charles W. McManus, 6!, business 
partner with his brother, George 
McManus, in the production of the 
comic strip ‘Bringing Up Father’ for 
15 years, died Aug. 31 at the Queen 
of Angels Hospital, Los Angeles. 
| Another brother survives also. 

Francis Little Emery, 43, former 
reporter for the Brooklyn Daily 
Eagle and a freelance writer, died 
Sept 1 in Brooklyn of a heart at- 
tack. Widow, daughter, brother and 
sister survive. 








Duncan Curry, 81, automobile 
editor of the New York America! 
from 1899 to 1934, died at Long 


Beach, Calif.. Aug. 31. Widow ana 


son survive. 


CHATTER 
W. Kaye, Jr., 
respondent of the Chicago 
returns to the U. S. about Sept. 
ifor a lecture tour. After several 
months he will return to England. 
Louis F. 
tor, of Western Industry, San Fran- 


London cor- 
Times, 


9° 


a 


Orin 


cisco. He was staff writer for the 
Wall St. Journal for a number of 
years and more recently Southern 


California editor for the Coast edi- 
tion of the Wall St. Journal, head- 
quartered in L. A. 

Al Roberts, swing city desk man 
on Philly Record, has quit to joi 
Philly Bulletin. Walter Lister, for- 
mer city ed New York Post, took 
over similar job at the Record Mon- 
day (1). 

Frank Ortell, of New York World- 
| Telegram, was elected president of 
New York Turf Writers’ Assn 
at the annual meeting held In the 
press box at the Saratoga track. He 
succeeds Charles Connors, of Rac- 
ing Form, who held the office fo 
two years. 

Peter Lind Hayes is collecting 
yarns by Joe Frisco for publication 
in book form by Little, Brown. 

Antoine de Saint Exupery, author 
of ‘Wind, Sand and Stars,’ is writ- 
ing another novel in Hollywood. 

Jules Buck, candid cameraman for 
Esquire Features Service in Holly- 
wood, took over columnist chores as 
suceessor to John Truesdale, who re- 
signed. In addition to his bulbing. 
Buck will handle columns, Sunday 
features and fashion layouts for the 
Esquire service, aided by Jack M. 
Warner, son of J. L. Warner, of the 
Warner lot. 





| the 





HALE’S MUSICAL 
Eddie Dimond will be stage man- 
ager for ‘Nice Dreaming,’ which 


Georgie Hale hopes to put into re- 
hearsal Sept. 20. 

Jessie Matthews, who will have the 
lead, was due in New York yesterday 
(Tuesday) by Clipper from London. 





Holtzman appointed edi- 





| 


“e+ 
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Broadway 


Lynne Overman in town from the 
Coast. ; ; : 

CBS Artists moves into MCA head- 
quarters this week. : 

Dave Rubinoff breaking in a 
housewarming tonight (Wed.) at his 
N. Y. apartment. 

RKO prexy George J. Schaefer 
spent last week tuna fishing on his 
yacht off Atlantic coast. _ 

Annette Margules, original Ton- 
delayo in ‘White Cargo,’ back from 
South American singing tour. 

Victor Moore back from the Coast 
where he’d gone for the comedy lead 
in ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Par film. 

Leo Pillot and Joe Heppner in St. 
Louis on ‘Beile Starr’ preem for Hal 
Horne’s 20th-Fox exploitation or- 
ganization. 

Ona Munson dropped down to 89 
pounds as result of her recent illness 
on the Coast, but now on the 
physical upbeat. 

Leonard Gaynor, former p.a. with 
Par, Columbia and 20th, has joined 
Lynn Farnol’s staff to work on film 
and other accounts. 

The Ben Bernies farewell-partying 
this weekend, before the ole maestro 
hies himself to Chi for two months 
on his new Wrigley radio show. 

Sid Kent, head of 20th-Fox, is 
scheduled to return to New York 
Sept. 8 after two months vacation at 
his Thousand Islands summer home. 

Harvey Brown, socialite daughter 
of the Bache Browns, opens a sing- 
ing engagement at the Stork this 
Friday backed by Sonny Kendis’ 
band. 

Broadway hasn't seen so many 
yokels in years as thronged the 
street over the Labor Day weekend. 
It looked like an epidemic of rubber- 
neck. 

Dr. Irving Somach, in on several 
Broadway legits, including: ‘Life 
With Father,’ motoring back with 
his wife from month's trek to Holly- 
wood, 

Harry Morrissey, former musical 
comedy singer and one of the orig- 
inal Elm City Four, now warden at 
the Fairfield county jail, Bridgeport, 
Conn. 

Bing Crosby sailed Friday (29) for 
a month's vacation in South Amer- 
ica. Will stop with Juan Reynals in 
Buenos Aires and look over some 
horsefiesh. 

Leda Bauer, RKO’s eastern story 
ed, combining her current studio 
visit with a vacation that is taking 





her to San Francisco. Expected 
back this week. 
Paul Nathan, assistant to John 


Byram in Paramount's play depart- 
ment, left Friday (29) for month’s 
vacash in Portland, Ore., Oakland, 
Cal. and Hollywood. 

Eddy Duchin got in yesterday 
(Tues.) from Rio, by clipper, via 
Miami, and caught up with his nite- 
spotting pronto. Given an informal 
welcome-home by the Stork club 
bunch before opening Friday (5) in 
Pitt. 

Frances Neal, RKO player, vaca- 
tioning in New York last week. 
Former George White’s ‘Scandals’ 
chorus gal, returns to Coast this 
week to begin work in Tim Holt 
western. 

Francis Harmon, executive assist- 
ant to Wiil Hays, returned to N. Y. 
Monday (1) after about six weeks 
on the Coast. He's also national co- 


| 


Payret for three days of his second 
week. 

Miguel Valdes, with Xavier Cugat, 
back in Cuba on vacation. Plans to 
return to states shortly, stopping off 
in Hollywood for a Cugat picture en 
route to New York on an NBC Camel 
contract. 

Carlos Suarez, who signed for 
some appearances in Venezuela, has 
found out that laws of that country 


the air. This is the same gripe that 
brought Rene Cabel back from 
Puerto Rico without continuing to 
Caracas. 

Climax to Tito Guizar's inferred 
‘slam’ to Cuban womanhood is ru- 
mored in his return to Cuba to ap- 
pear personally before the Havana 
Rotary and other organizations. Os- 
car Sanchez Pelaez, credited with 
first publishing Guizar’s supposed 
aspersions in Havana’s Tiempo, de- 
nied any knowledge of the incident. 
Since Guizar’s wife is Cuban, the 
whole question becomes a grade A 
fizzle. 





Atlantic City 


By Mildred Carter 


appearing at Stratosphere Room of 
Traymore hotel. 


Howard Brooks and _ Dorothy 
Blaine featured at 500 Club for La- 
bor Day weekend. 


‘Red’ Thornton, cartoonist emcee. 
leaves resort this week for Hotel 
teen Grady’s Paradise Room, At- 
anta. 


Artie Shaw and Dinah Shore to 
head bill at Steel Pier next week. 
Tommy Tucker ends four-day en- 
gagement Saturday (6). 


Ruth Miller (Mrs. George Tyson) 
putting on ‘Calvacade of Screen 
Glamour’ at ‘Miss America’ pageant, 
with gowns loaned by Hollywood. 

John Boles named on Mayor Tag- 
gart’s reception committee to wel- 
come Gracie Fields Saturday pre- 
ceding British benefit concert here. 

Mayla, Chinese-American dancer, 
who has been appearing at President 
hotel's Round the World Room, 
moves over to Guy Martin revue at 
Babette’s nitery. 

Henry Jerome, who closes at 500 
Club this week, opens engagement at 
Washington Merry Go Round, Pitts- 
burgh, next week, if not called by 
Uncle Sam before. 

Johnny Hamp emceed at ball and 
entertainment held Friday (29) by 
Musicians’ Protective Association, 
AFM, at President hotel for benefit 
of welfare fund. Glen Gray and 
Shep Fields played. 





Ordinator for the industry's defense | 


committee. 

Jack Level, of RKO press depart- 
ment, won golf crown last week of 
St. George’s Country Club, L. I. 
cidentally, he owns 1,200 books on 
golf, largest library on the subject 
in the world. 

Joe Cook, on a cross-country trek 
looking over’ restaurants. before 
opening his proposed fodder-bin in 
Jersey, writes that he went 3.000 
miles to look over the _ Frisco 
chowder joints only to find them hit 
by a strike. = 

Out-of-towners in the Times 
Square sector were given a gander 
of backstage problems when a horse 
in the cast of George S. Kaufman's 
‘Mr. Big’ production refused to enter 
the Lyceum’s stagedoor. An hour or 
50 passed before he made it, and 
then the crowd applauded the 
handlers, 

Havana 
By Fred Whitney 

Eleanor House, U. S. chanteuse 
with CMO, may tour the island. 

Encanto theatre closed for 
plete renovation. 
syndicate is taking it over. 

Cuban government cracked down 
100% on issuing of visas. Most ref- 
+ a many of them artistes, can't get 

a. 


com- 


Miliza Korjus sang in Havana Sept. 
1-2, brought in by Ernesto P. Smith, 


largest theatre owner, from Mexico 
City. 


RHC is putting on the life of An-| as civic gesture. 
tonio Maceo, public hero, each 7:15 | 


P-m. He was the great general in 
the war of Independence. 
, After ‘Lady Hamilton’ grossed all 
time high of $6,600 at the America 
theatre, RHC’s blue network is pre- 
senting the script in serial form. 
Unexplained planting of four 
bombs recently may cut theatre 
Brosses for awhile due to public’s in- 
hibitions about ‘terrorist’ campaign. 
Alberto Gomez, Argentine singer, 
who performed gratis to the public 
in Havana parks, got a throat in- 
fection and couldn’t go on at the 


In- | 


Rumored that new | 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 





Constance Collier here. Ditto 


Hope Lawder. 
May Beegle, Pittsburgh impresario, 
here for a few days. 
Lily Pons in from Mexican vaca- 
tion to begin concert season. 
Herbert Jacoby closed his cafe sea- 
son here earlier than expected. 
Peggy French back from summer 
stock season at Cohasset, Mass. 


Crawford and Caskey dance team | 





| 


| 


} 


forbid foreign talent from going on | 


| 
} 


London 


Nat Gonella now 
Corps. 

Gabriel Pascal doing a hideaway 
at his farm near Denham. 


Ralph Reader promoted from pilot 
officer to flight lieutenant. 


Max Miller being treated by Har- 


in the Pioneer 


ley street doctor for varicose veins. | 


Maurice (Bill) Ostrer recuperating 
at Devonshire after his nasal opera- 


| tion. 


Norman Ginsbury, author of ‘Vice- 
roy Sarah,’ serving in the Royal Air 


| Force. 





| 


Edward Cooper cleaning up his 
cabaret songs for his appearance in 
Jack Hylton’s road show, ‘Piccadixie.’ 

Tom Walls has contracted to pro- 
duce a new comedy by Stafford 
Dickens, called ‘Love, You Bore Me.’ 
Five characters. 

Frank Collins, veteran revue pro- 
ducer, formerly with C. B. Cochran, 
producing the new Firth Shephard 
revue at the Prince’s. 

Robert Webber, a member of Herry 
Hanson’s Court Players at the Royal, 
Leeds, has joined up. The company 
made him a presentation. : 

Colonel Tickler, husband of Beattie 

(and Babs), standard vaudeville act 
of a decade, is operating the Old 
Service club, Maidenhead. 

British Lion is giving hefty ad 


| 
| 
| 
j 


| 





| 
} 


| buildup to Harriet Parsons’ ‘Meet | 





the Stars’ (Republic) series, recently 
obtained for distribution here. 

Jack Jackson’s band, from the 
Mayfair hotel, played at the dance 
the King and Queen gave for Prin- 
cess Elizabeth at Windsor Castle. 

Gerald Freeman expects to get 


under way in a couple of weeks with | 


his first picture, for which its un- 
derstood there is a Metro release 
deal. 

George Black’s revue, ‘Hullabaloo,’ 
at Opera House, Blackpool, has 
proved such money spinner he’s giv- 
ing $2 raise to his 36 chorines and 
showgals. 

Local vaudevillains are pleased to 
read in Variety of Billy de Wolfe's 
success on Broadway. They remem- 
ber him as member of British dance 
team of De Wolfe, Metcalf and Ford. 

Blackpool population has more than 
doubled since the war, with new- 
comers compelled to sleep on 
sands. Forty trainloads arrived there 
recently, with big percentage turned 


| back. 


| Doris 


Just revealed: At a luncheon of 


the ‘Miss 


words 


toastmaster called 
Thompson’ for 


ly, on 


a few 


| Dorothy Thompson never batted en 


| 


| circuit, 


the | the 


{ 





| 


|the Foreign Press Association recent- | 


eyelid. 
Arthur Dent back in Wardour | 
street. Former Associated British di- 


rector has @epened an office, after a 


lengthy vacation, to deal with sundry | 


arrangements in connection with a 
new hookup. 

Garment trade cashing in on show 
biz. ‘Blithe S and ‘London 
Pride’ are tags for new dresses New 
York-bound. They are named for 
Noel Coward's latest comedy 
povular tune. 

Oscar Deutsch. head of the Odeon 
who has been ill for some 


init’ 
init 


| time, made an effort to return to his 


Grace George closing Westport 
season this week with ‘Miss Nelly 
of N’Orleans.’ 

Horace MacMahon and _ Louise 
Campbell (Mrs. MacMahon) here 
from the Coast. 

Artie Shaw and Charles Spiyak | 


first bookings of new Ritz ballroom 
season at Bridgeport. 

' Muriel Dickson, Metropolitan 
| Opera soprano, starting her concert 
tour late this month. 

Scribner’s publishing ‘The Prob- 
lem Fox,’ first book by Alaxender 
Sturm, local artist, Sept. 8. 

Tyrone Power and Annabella 
partied ‘“Liliom’ company and Coun- 
try Playhouse staff before flying to 
the Coast. 


| 


Madison, Conn., before reopening 
New York office after managing 


Country Playhouse. 
Fania Marinoff, Doris Keane, Stark 


Young, Katherine Locke, Nedda 
Harrigan, Windsor French, Keenan 
Wynn and Charles Wagner recent 
| visitors around town 


} i 


By Harry Martin 
Fred Sears and frau in town to 
run Little Theatre. 


ing up the cool breezes in Maine. 
Charlie Morgan continues second 

year as president of Civic theatre. 
Malco housing Saturday morning 

kiddie concerts in classic music, free, 


Warners’ Howard Waugh back 
from 6,000-mile vacation motor Jaunt 
through Canada and the east. 

Abe Lyman dated here first time 
Follows Clyd@ McCoy at 
hotel Friday. Eddie LeBaron next. 

Mary Nell Porter, 1940 ‘Maid of 
Cotton,’ who had a bit in Par's ‘Vir- 
ginia,’ taking office job with Chi- 
cago Southern Airlines. 


season for Claridge’s Magnolia Gar- 
dents roof Sept. 13. Music policy 





reopens. 


Art Kassel orch curtains summer | 


| ing in 
tare 


Richard Skinner will vacation at 


; quence it 


| 


M. A. Lightman and family soak- | 


; seven weeks. 


i 


| 
| 
| 


| 


Peabody | 





| 
| 


and hi 
iness has 


office, but had a collapse, 
personal resumption of bu 
been indefinitely postponed 

Friends of Gladys Tudor-Owen 


former publicity head for Genera! 
Theatres Corp.. very worried at not 
having heard from her in several 


Afraid she might have been 
involved in one of the blitzes 

Lucan and MacShane lining up 
vaudeville road show, and start tour- 
November. At present they 
on their third picture 
Jackson's Anglo-American Co., titled 
‘Old Mother Riley at the Circus.’ 

Gainsborough Films is so elated 
over success of ‘Hi Gang’ pic that 
bosses Maurice Ostrer and Ted Black 
are anxious to sign Bebe Daniels, Ben 
Lyons and Vic Oliver for three more 
pictures. All three featured in 
‘Gang. 

While Gaumont-British is 


months 


giving 


‘Fantasia’ two pre-releases in the 
West End. at New Gallery and Mar- 
ble Arch Pavilion. picture has onl 
heen booked for GB major hou 
But ould biz prove satisfactory it 
likely to gain several more spot 
Owing to the necessity for Britis} 
quota footage, the Ritz. which hz 
been showing ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
for more than a year, now include 
in its program a British picture 
shorts and newsreel. As a conse- 
takes seven hours to run 





Dolinoffs and Raya sisters. booked 
bv Jack Tavlor for run in his revue 
at South pier, Blackpool, left show 
after six weeks. Condition of release 
is they do not resume in 
Sauce.” at the Palladium, for the 
But are permitted to 
management’s. other 


play same 


houses. 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John Bartholomew 


Charlie Spivak one-nighted 

Alexander Kerensky at Tamiment. 

Billy Diehl’s band opens fall sea- 
son at nearby Gap View Inn. 


’ g “80; | . 
The Poconos’ summer season so-so ‘to Bucks County Playhouse Sept. 15 


|for ‘The Guardsman.’ 
| all 


middle of week, n.s.g., weekends big 
Localite Drew Walker playing 


| with Reggie Childs orch in Indian- 
off for month until Balinese Roam | apolis. 


Mrs. Fred Waring TWA‘d to Coast 


and | 


for Lou] 


‘Apple | 


I 

| to visit parents. 
by train. 

| Georgia Sothern and Fred Kelley 


| in ‘Burlesque’ at Deer Lake theatre, | 


| Orwigsburg. 

| Bernie Parsons’s Columbia hotel 
orch played USO benefit in Penn- 
Stroud hotel ballroom. 

‘Lady Be Good,’ billed as pre-re- 
lease showing, served as Sherman 
theatre’s holiday midnight 
only one this season. 

‘Stage Door’ closed season for the 
Buck Hill Players, directed by Cor- 


Children followed | 


show— | 


| Hollywood 


Susan Hayward 


with flu. 


| Paulette Goddard planed to Mex- 
ico City. 

Sigrid Gurie laid up with a throat 
infection, 

James A. FitzPatrick on vacation 
| in Canada. 

Evelyn Ankers applied for Ameri- 
can citizenship. 

Edward E. Kaye to Mexico City to 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


in the hospital 


| 


nelia Stabler Gillam, in the audi-| direct a picture. 


torium of The Inn, Buck Hill Falls 


Harry Brand at home nursing a 


‘Petticoat Fever,’ directed by Ber- | cave of shingles. 


production of 
Players at 


nard Fairfax, final 
season by Shawnee 
Worthington theatre, 
Delaware. 
Imogene 


Coca, Jerry 


Shawnee-on- | 


Munson, |! 


Vicki Lester stricken 
maine poisoning. 

Henry Koster, Universal director, 
being sued for divorce. 

Edward H. Griffith is shoving off 


With pto- 


Clare Vermont, Norman Lawrence on a South American vacation. 


and Ving Merlin’s orch appeared at} 


Middle Smithfield’s big USO bene- 
fit through the courtesy of Camp 


Sid Hook succeeded Ed Donnelly 
as chief of police on the RKO lot. 
Rouben Mamoulian ordered te bed 


Tamiment, directed by Max Lieb-| for a month with stomach trouble. 


man. Also, the Clair LeBeaux band 


Kenneth McKenna, Metro story 


and tap dancer, Claire Gabriel, from | chief, qualified for a pilot's license. 


Craigs Meadow hotel, and Vince 


Rowland Brown bought two drive- 


‘Jiddy’ James, leader-vocalist of the | in eateries in San Fernando Valiey. 


Club Fernwood band, 
their services. Unity House supplied 
Virginia Blake and Phil Leeds. Ra- 
dio announcer Frank Kerr emceed. 





Paris 


Actor Pierre Bost liberated after 
20 months in prison camp. 

Thesps Jean Maria and Jacques 
Marchal signed by Comedie Fran- 
caise. 

Charles Gantillon, 32, named di- 
rector of the Theatre des Celestins, 
Lyons. 

Naming of Robert Montgomery to, 
London Embassy given big play in 
French press. 

Paulette Pax will produce 
play by Boussae de Saint Marc at} 
Oeuvre in fall. 

Operetta ‘Eualalie,, by Raymond | 
Souplex, music by George Mathis, | 
will be Palace’s (Paris) opening show | 
next season, with Robert Burnier as 
lead. 

In recalling 50th anniversary of 
death of great French trag- 
Agar (Florence Leonide 
Charvin), weekly Gringoire devel- 
oved its favorite subject, stressing 
that Agar was not a Jew but a good, 
fervent Catholic. 

Jacques Prevert and Pierre La- 
roche don't like what's happened to | 
their pic, ‘Une Femme Dans La Nuit | 
(‘A Women at Night’), megged by 
M. Greville. They wrote scenario 
and dialog, but after modifications 
they refused to acknowledge finished 
product. 

Secretary of State for Public In- 
struction Carcopino appointed a 
commission to investigate the finan-'| 
ces of the Society of Authors, Com- 
posers and Musical Publishers. 
Named are Louis Beydts, composer; 
M. Lemarchand, author, and Jean 
Lemoine, publisher, 

Annual dinner of Paris actors held 
at the Grand Palais, with receipts 
going to charity. Actors were dis- 
suised as shopkeepers. Lys Gauty 
took first prize selling peaches from 
her own property. Fanny Heldy 
sold peas and took third prize. 
Others who won prizes were thesps 
Paulette Dubost, Damia, Lucienne 
Bover. Regina Camier, Sidonie Baba 
footballer Fred Haston and boxe! 
Valentin Angelmann. 


new | 


edienne 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Ramon Naya, author of ‘Mexican 
Landscape,’ visiting Ed Fenton 

Morton L. Stevens starring in ‘You 
Can't Take It With You’ at Yardley 
next week. 


Margaret Lingley, the actors’ 
agent, weekending at her Stocktor 
N. J., farm 

Phyllis Perlman, George Abbott 
p.a in from Philly where she’ 
drumbeating ‘Best Foot Forward.’ 

Paul Froelich exhibit of recent 
circus canvases opened Sunday (30) 
at Delaware Bookshop, New Hope. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lester Cohen back 
to Dovlestown farm from the Coast 

here he was on a writing assign 
nent 

Walter Slezak staging “The Play’ 
the Thing,’ in which he co-stars at 


Bucks County Playhouse next Mon- 
day (8) with Haila Stoddard. 
Theron Bamberger 


Mr. and Mrs. 
(Phyllis Perlman) threw party in 
honor of Louis Calhern at thei: 


Solebury farm last Sunday (30). 
Theron Bamberger and Ken Nich- 


olson shuttering New Hope play- 
house Sept. 20 after 15 s.r.o. weeks, 
two weeks longer than previous 
season. 

Emile Gauverau drumming sales 
locally from his Point Pleasant 


manse for his forthcoming ‘My Last 


Million Readers’ (Dutton), out this 
} month. 
Louis Calhern relenting. Returns 


Starred here | 


last season. Originally turned 


i|down offer as he wanted to recoup 


from ‘Life With Father’ on vacation. 


contributed | 


| 


' 
} 


i 
| 
| 
| 
' 


Betty Jaynes, actress, granied a 
divorce from Douglas McPhail, film 
player. 


Billy Curtis, midget actor, di- 


| vorced Lois De Fee, six-feet-eight 


showgirl. ° 
Patricia Dane, young Metro con- 
tractee, to the hospital for adenoid 


| treatment. 


Jack Barry returned to Paramount 
lot after three months off with a 


| broken leg. 


| voreed Frank Chester, 


Douglas Wheatcroft, moppet, had 
his name changed to Douglas Croft 
by Warners. 

Bud Abbott and 
turned from their 
more pictures. 

Harry Chandlee 
established junior 
ment at RKO. 

Nancy Torres, 


Lou Costello re- 
eastern tour for 


heads the newly 
writing depart- 


film player, di- 
Hollywood 
dress designer. 

Darryl Zanuck back from Wash- 
ington after huddles on the de- 
fense program. 

William Pawley, screen actor, re- 
covering from burns sustained in a 
fire in his room. 

Margaret Sullavan drew her sixth 
tag for speeding since start of ‘Ap- 
pointment for Love.’ 

Pat McCormick is taking time off 
as a film cutter at RKO to be whit- 
tled for appendicitis, 

Frank Moran goes 
next month to referee a 
charity boxing bouts. 

Charles Ray, former film star, filed 
a petition in bankruptcy, listing debts 
of $2,595 and no assets. 


to Pittsburgh 
series of 


Film commitments delayed the 
Jean Parker-Doug Dawson honey- 
moon trip to New York. 

Deanna Durbin’s attack of flu 
slowed production on ‘It Started 
With Adam’ at Universal. 

Ray Whitley dismounts from his 
'RKO horse for six weeks of one- 


nighters in the southern states. 

Harry Goetz back from New York 
where he had production huddles as 
prexy of the Gregory Ratoff filming 
outfit. 

Walter Lantz gave all the em- 
ployees of his plant a week’s holiday, 
resuming work with a new cartoon 
Sept. 9. 

Perry Lieber, RKO publicity boss 
is at Feather Lake, fishing with John 
Chapman of New York Daily News. 
Returns Sept. 8. 

3renda Marshall entered the hos- 
pital for an appendectomy, following 
a similar operation on her husband, 
William Holden. 

Ray Miliand returned from his 
New York broadcasts to prepare for 


his next Paramount picture, “The 
Lady Has Plans.’ 
Basil Rathbone succeeded Robert 


Montgomery as president of the Brit- 
War Relief in Southern Califor- 
nia. Latter now an assistant naval 
attache at the American Embassy in 


London 


ish 


Minneapolis 

By Les Rees 
Tiny Hill into Excelsior Park bali- 
roory 

Bob Zurke remaining 
week at Curly’s nitery. 

Sev Olsen’s band, localites, in 
week at Happy Hour nitery 

Gracie Fields into St. Paul Audi- 
torium theatre Sept. 8 for British 
war relief 

Harry Kuh here ahead of ‘Ice- 
Capades,’ opening at St. Paul Audi- 
torium Sept. 4. 

John J. Friedl, Minnesota Amus 
Co. (Paramount) president, on swing 
around circuit. 

Eddie Burnell, Chicago indie ex- 
hibitor, visiting W. A. Steffes at 
latter’s northern Minnesota estate. 

George White and ‘Scandals’ 
troupe arrived here from Atlantic 
City two days ahead of Orpheum 
opening. 

New Hopkins (suburban) theatre 
has fluorescent carpeting which pro- 
vides light for patrons while house 
is darkened. 

Wife of Frank and mother of Dick 


for sixth 


16th 


| Woollen, Orpheum theatre artist and 


treasurer, respectively, underwent 
appendectomy. 

Bob Hutton, WCCO publicity di- 
rector and sales promotion manager, 
in New York on combined business 


and vacation trip. 
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OBITUARIES 


EDWARD E. PIDGEON viving are a brother and two sis- 
Edward Fverett Pidgeon, 75, fur- | ters, all of Newton, 
,er theatrical publicity agent and | p 
ase PRoecins snc died Aug. 30 at the} LARRY TARY ER 
Hotel Lucerne, N. Y., after an ill-| Edwin Lawrence (‘Larry’) Tarver, 
ness of several years. Pidgeon’s | 34, died in Hollywood hospital Sat- 
clients had included Harry Lauder, | urday (30) of a heart attack suffered 
William Faversham, Thomas Meig-}at his home the previous night. 
han and Raymond Hitchcock. Death occurred on the eve of his 
Pidgeon: had been associated with | being made casting director at Uni- 
four N. Y. papers prior to 1908, when | versal, where for the last two years 
he entered publicity as general man- he was first assistant casting di- 


! aug. 26 in Pasadena following a 
heart attack. 

In addition to his work as one of} 
| the organizers of the Playhouse, he | 
| was one of the early presidents of | 
/the Civic Orchestra Association. | 
Widow and son survive. 


PHILIP CRISPANO 
Philip Crispano, 64, chief property 
man of the Metropolitan Opera Co., 
died in Palisade, N. J.. Aug. 27. He| 

had been ill for a long time. 
Crispano was with the Met 42 
years and chief property man since 
1911. He started at the Met when} 
Maurice Grau was its head and he 
was a friend and contemporary of 
imost of the Met's stars from those 














On-the-Upheat 
|______continued from page 48 


isting records at Johnny DeSanto’s 
Pocono Summit Inn, Pocono Sum- 
mit. Pa. Crew now in its fourth 
season at that spot. 

















Henry Lander takes his sax out of 
Bill McCune’s band to join the Army 
within two months. 





Mohawk Mills Park, Amsterdam, | 
N. Y., has booked Vaughn Monroe 
for Sept. 7. 


Anson Weeks sect Elbert Amsler in 


ager of Felix Isman’s theatrical en- | 


terprises. Isman was a Philadelphia 
promoter and real estate operator, 
and Pidgeon’s duties concerned the 
Broadway and Circle theatres, N. Y., 


and the tours of Faversham and 
Hitchcock. When William Morris 
and the Isham _ interests joined 


forces, he became general manager 
for William Morris, Inc. 

Pidgeon also did publicity for for- 
mer heavyweight champ James J. 
Jeffries, and was publisher of Vanity 
Fair magazine. In recent years he 
was with the WPA Theatre. 

Surviving are his widow, sister 
and daughter. 

DR. BARBARA T. RING 


Dr. Barbara Taylor Ring, dram- 


| with theatrical stock companies. 


rector. 

| Yarver was for nine years with 
Hal Roach as casting director and 
|assistant to Roach, and was assist- 
| ant production and unit manager for 
| ‘Our Gang’ comedies until he opened 
his own agency. He sold the agency 
| business to join Universal. 

Widow, Jeanne, survives. 





ALEXIS P. BECKERICH 

Alexis P. Beckerich, 51, Jamestown 
| (N. Y.) city manager for Warner 
| Bros., died in Buffalo after an illness 
of several months. Since the age of 
| 14 he was identified with amusement 
| business, first as a boy with the old 
| Barnum & Bailey Circus and later 
| wi He 
/went to Buffalo in 1918 as manager 


atist. psychiatrist and administrator | of the old Olympic, and in 1922 be- 


of the Ring Sanatorium and Hospital, | came manager of Loew’s State there 


IN MEMORIAM 


Marcus Loew 


September 





Arlington, Mass., died Aug. 31 at the, 
home of her son in Arlington Heights, 
Mass. 

Dr. Ring’s best known works, some 
of which were presented in legit and | 
in pictures, | 
‘Three Plays 
and ‘Psyche Lights Her Lamp.’ 
was a 
Guild, 


included ‘Esculapius,’ 
Under Three Flags,’ 
She | 


the International American 


Artists and Writers Guild, the Na- | 


tional League of American Pen 


Women, the National Federation of | 


Press Women, and the New England 

Women’s Press Association. 
Surviving are a son, grandson, 

three brothers and. three sisters. 





FRED W. HERMANN 


Fred W. Hermann, 65, executive of 
the Comerford Amus. Co. for 30 
years,, died Aug. 30 of a heart at- 
tack after a month’s illness at his 
home in Kingston, Pa. 

Hermann affiliated with Comer- 
ford when the latter was organizing 
his film theatre chain. His first job 
was as manager of the Hippodrome, 
Scranton. He later managed Comer- 
ford theatres in Wilkes-Barre and 
then became district manager until 
Paramount-Publix took over the the- 
atres. For the past seven years he 
had managed the Irving, Wilkes- 
Barre, which restored vaudeville to 
the city after it had been absent a 
long time. 

Widow, four sons and a daughter 
survive. 


KARL M. BECCA 


Karl M. Becca, 66, pioneer show- 
man, who walked from St. Louis tc 
New York in 1895 to begin a thea- 
trical career, died at Fort Wayne, 
Ind., Aug. 25. He trouped with the 
Florenz Ziegfeld company from 1900 
to 1910. 

Becca’s speciality on the stage was 
a singing and comic monolog. He 
undestudied William Danforth in 
“Wang,’ appeared in Sousa’s 
Elect’ and ‘Mamselle ‘Awkins,’ for 
which he was also stage manager. 
He was president of the Karl Becca 
Dental Supply Co., Fort Wayne, at 
the time of his death, which resulted 
from injuries received in a fall at 
his home. 

Widow, two daughters, a 
and two brothers survive. 


sister 





LLOYD HUNDLING 


Lloyd Hundling, 33, Newton, Ia., 
died in Los Angeles, Aug. 28. He 
suffered a skull fracture in an avto- 
truck collision there a week ago. He 
was playing an engagement with 
Charlie Barnett’s band at Casa 
Manana, Culver City, as a member 
of the Quintones, vocal group. 

Talented vocalist and instrumen- 
tal musician, he had played with 
name bands ail over the country. At 
one time he conducted his own band 
in Des Moines, appearing over KSO 
and KRNT. Later he was a member 
of Bob McGrew’s band. 

He is survived b.° his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. George P. Hundling, New- 
ton, Ia., theatre operators. 


: | 
member of the "American | 


‘Bride | 


Also sur- | (Cal.) 


oth, 1927 


(now 20th Century), where he con- 


tinued for over 10 years, Since that 
time he had managed theatres in 
Cleveland, Elmira and Jamestown 
for RKO, Schine and Warners. 
Widow, Luella Breen Beckerich, 
and a daughter survive. Burial in 
Buffalo. 
JULIUS GARDNER 
Gardner, 57, French horn 
player in a number of symphony 
}orchestras, died Aug. 30 in Cleveland. 
Coming to America from Germany 
in 1925, he played with concert or- 


Julius 


chestras in Pittsburgh, Seattle and 
St. Louis before settling in Lake- 
wood, O. In the last dozen years 





|he played under the batons of the 
|late Walter Logan, Louis Rich and 
Artur Rodzinski in the Cleveland 
Orchestra. 

Survived by widow, four sons and 
| three daughters. 


KENYON M. DOUGLASS 


Kenyon M. Douglass, 32, formerly 
production director and announcer 
'for WBAP, Fort Worth, died Aug. 29 
|at his parents’ home in Austin, Tex. 
| Douglass was also former manager 
,;of KTOK and the Oklahoma net- 
work, Oklahoma City, but illness 
forced him to retire. He had also 
|done vocaling with Chicago stations, 
| and prior to that toured the Pacific 
| Coast as a member of a Fanchon & 
| Marco quartet. 








| ——— 
ESTHER OSBORN 

Mrs. Esther Osborn Nelson, 62, 
former prima donna of the Royal 
Opera, Stockholm, died Aug. 29 in 
N.Y., where she had been teaching 
singing for the past 10 years. 
Esther Osborn washer professional 
name. 

Mrs. Nelson created the title role 
of ‘Butterfly’ in Stockholm and sang 
| 365 performances of it there 
Surviving are three brothers and 
| a sister. 





——— 


HARRY SCHWARTZ 

Harry Schwartz, 63, veteran exhib, 
died Saturday (30) at his home in 
Oak Lane, Philadelphia, after an ill- 
ness of two weeks. 

For more than 25 years Schwartz 
operated the Grand, North Philly. 

Survived by two sons, Magistrate 
Benjamin W. Schwartz, and Ray- 
mond, an official of the Affiliated 
Theatre Circuit., Also surviving are 
two daughters. 


ALFONSO CARBONELLI 


Alfonso Carbonrelli, 70, founder of 
Carbonelli’s military band and lead- 
er of bands in Proctor’s Albany and 
Schenectady theatres for a decade, 
died at his home in Gloversville, 
N. Y., after a year’s illness. 

Widow, two sons, three daughters 
and a brother survive, 


JAMES W. MORIN 
James W. Morin, 58, attorney and 
one of the founders of the Pasadena 
Community Playhouse, died 





his trombone section, replacing 
Harry Kite, who goes to the Don 
MRS. MELVIN D. REED Pedro orch at the Rhumba Casino, 


Mrs. Elizabeth Reed, 55, wife of | Chi. 
Melvin D. Reed, of Pathe News, died 
on Monday (1) in New York Hos- 
pital after a long illness. 

She was a sister of Jack Connelly, 
formerly vice-president and editor 
of Pathe News. Funeral and burial 
services are being held today (Wed- 
nesday) in Wellesley, Mass. 


EDWARD M. CORCORAN 


Edward M. Corcoran, assistant inst 
treasurer of Paramount-Richards Peewee Irwin’s new band went 
Theatres, Inc., who died Aug. 27 at| into rehearsal in New York last 
Miami Beach, was buried in New| week. It'll be almost ready by the 
Orleans the following day. He had| time he completes his two-year house 
been ill for some time. band contract at CBS’ N. Y. studios 

Surviving are widow, three sons! Saturday (6). 
and a daughter. 


days to the present. 





Mike Vetrano shifted from road 
manager with Woody Herman to 
similar capacity with Artie Shaw. 
Pee-Wee Monte, from Benny Good- 
man preceded him for few days. 





Jack Teagarden booked for four- 
week stay at Sherman hotel, Chica- 
go's College Inn, opening Nov. 21. 














Hank D’Amico has left clarinet 
seat in Bob Crosby’s band and is 
forming Own crew in home-town, 
Buffalo. 


JAMES MAY 


James May, 84, veteran British 
actor, died Aug. 25 in Los Angeles. 
He had doubled for W. G. Fields for 
many years, besides playing parts in 
other pictures. 

Surviving are his widow, two sons 
and a daughter. 





Tommy Flynn orch, back from 
midwest road jaunt, into Chez Ami, 
Buffalo. 

















ALBERT MASOUR 


Albert Masour, 59, advertising| 
salesman for the Radio City Music 
Hall program and former actor in| ea ia , 

a: 90 ; } cruite ; I sr ron. 

usical shows, died Aug. 29 in the | sea d fares Pi: ghee a 
Post-Graduate hospital, N.Y., follow- | aiicane rithnaeis wed ae Shay rat 
ing a heart attack several days be-| ord but _' ith sane ae a thelr 
fore in Asbury Park. Bo. vite ot aying to thei 

. . , credit. Of the old-timers, Jim 
Thorpe, the Carlisle Indian marvel 
and all-time grid great, was prob- 
ably the first to crash films with a 


Grid Cowboys 


Continued from page 2 








— 


CHARLES HORN 


Charles Horn, 87, vet legit actor, , 
died Aug. 27 in Harlem hospital, N-Y. | 


Horn had appeared on Broadway bang like one of his resounding 
in “Tailor Made Man’ in 1918 as weil | PU EE eee en 
as other plays. Widow and daugh- mong other trailblazers from 


grid to saddle are Johnny Mack 
Brown, Alabama All-American, who 
came into pictures in 1927 and has 
been working steadily ever since, 
currently at Universal; John Wayne, 
off the U. S. C. varsity, to work im- 
portantly into films through the early 
Leon Schlesinger westerns for War- 


ter survive. 





ROY GREER 

Roy Greer, 42, assistant police 

chief at 20th-Fcx studio, died sud-| 

denly of a heart attack Friday after- 

noon (29). Leaves widow, Roberta, | 

and father, mother and two brothers | 
in Pittsburgh. 


lege player, now one of Universal's 
stalwarts: Charles Starrett, Dart- 
ma Pagnirty ol mouth star, who becrme an out- 
Chick Endor, +t, died Sept. 1 hs standing western picture star; Ward 
| the St. Francis hospital, Miami, Ae ~| Bond, top featured player in many 
| ter a lingering illness of more than | westerns, who played tough fooiball 
|twe months. on 0.8 ¢ 
r Further details in Vaudeville sec- | Sines Gelbbere 
| tion, Peete Bill Boyd, Harry Sherman's Hopa- 
long -assidy, layed f bal ‘ 
| PHILIP BRENNER | tong: Gassidy, 683 pommel at 
Philip Bre i ne wend | Tulsa,” Oklahoma, 
on F aiteiai an eee cehias tae ;not a college grad. Col. Tim McCoy 
id car the Re li 1ea- ; ‘ : 7 
handled the pigskin at St. Ignatius 
tre, N. Y. burlesque house, died Aug. | ’ pigs = . 


23 after a month's illness. He had 
once been with Hurtig & Seamon. 


CHICK ENDOR 








ily a western ranch product, having 





| lived on Indian reservations and 

: latter-day frontier many years. 

James Joseph Carroll, 58, baggage-| Herman Brix, who adapted the 
master of the N. Y. Philharmonic | screen monicker Bruce Bennett, 


orchestra, died Aug. 28 in Allenwood, |came to Columbia studio as a top 
N. J., after a long illness. He had | football player. Nick Lukats, who 
been with the orchestra from 1917) has played in westerns and who is 
until failing health forced his re-/| candidate for a top featured role in 
tirement last November. Widow! the Hopalongs, is a cum laude all- 
and 12 children survive. | American Notre Dame man from the 


a |last of the Knute Rockne coached 
Mrs. Theresa Lustig, 79, mother of | squads. Don Barry, Republic’s 


Bernard Lustig, Toledo, O., publicity | buckaroo, played football at Texas 
man for Loew’s Valentine, died Aug.!| School of Mines. 

25. She was a vocalist in Grand | A few of the range-bred country 
Rapids, Mich., before going to Tol-/| boys still hold their own among the 
edo 49 years ago. | saddle heroes, notably Buck Jones. 





died Aug. 26 at her home in New| around the stock pens of Kansas 
York. Her son is her only survivor. | City, hobnobbing with cowboys. Tex 
Ritter was born on a ranch in east 
Nicholas Romano, composer and | Texas, but came into pictures de- 
sculptor, died last Thursday (28) at| viously after an interval as a wan- 
his home in Philadelphia. In his | dering minstrel, actor, lecturer out 
youth in Italy he played minor roles | of the University of Texas and the 
in grand opera. ‘law school of Northwestern Uni- 
| versity. Through Jack Lait, Ritter 
| was the first waddy to popularize 
western songs on the radio after a 
session in a Madison Square Gar- 
den rodeo. Brad King, signed less 
than a year ago by Harry Sherman 
Mrs. J. J. Purcell, 68, mother of!as sidekick for Bill Boyd in the 
Irene Purcell, legit actress, died at |Hopalongs, is direct off a Utah 
Fond Du Lac, Wis., Aug. 31. ranch, but he is bowing out of the 
iii Sherman organization after having 
Father, 59, of Justin Herman,| been in five pix. 

Paramount writer, in Philadelphia| Not off the grid, nor off the range. 
| Aug. 27. jare Gene Autry, Roy Rogers, Tim 








Helen Pearl, 31, wife of Richard 
Pearl, studio manager for Fine Arts | 
Picture Corp., died Aug. 29 in Holly- | 
wood. 














ners; Andy Devine, Santa Clara col- | 


although he was |! 


in Chicago, although he is primar- | 


| Bill Elliott ‘(real name Gordon|} 

Mrs. Jean Dwight Franklin, 76,,; Nance) rounded up cattle for his 
mother of Dwight Franklin, mu- | father in Missouri and spent a lot 
seum, stage and film set designer,|}of his young manhood hanging 





Holt, RKO’s young western star, son 
lof Jack Holt who lived for some 
| years on an Oregon ranch; Russelj 
| Hayden, going into films via the 
| Paramount cutting room; Ray Corri- 
gan, Max Terhune and John King, 
Monogram’s’ western trio; Tom 
Keane, actor off Broadway who be- 
came a leading saddle star; Tom 
Tyler, a former miner, Bob Steele, 
rodeo champ. 

Football is a good conditioner for 





the western division, the action 
phalanx, in films—for those who 
survive its gruelling battles. The 


pick of the gridders are husky, tall 
fellows who know how to handle 
themselves, who are used to the 
spotlight, who are disciplined in the 
ways also required for pictures; 
who are colorful performers used to 
the tricks of showmanship; who 
have sufficient ego and ‘style’ and 
who thrive on applause no less than 
seasoned actors. Collegiate foot- 
ballers, say the film scouts and the 
producers, have a charm, the grace 
properly to squire a gal, even in 
the hurly-burly of a rootin’-tootin’- 
shootin’ western, and other manners 
which few picture candidates off the 


farm or the range possess. These 
gifts in addition to the physical 
prowess and physique <-:aggered 


by the top personalities of the foot- 
ball field make such lads the most 
promising of all material for the 
screen giddyaps. 





MARRIAGES 


Gloria Biechele to Arthur Strick- 
land, at Branson, Mo., Aug. 23. 
Bride is youngest daughter of R. R. 
Biechele, prexy of the Kans.-Mo. 
Theatre Owners’ Assn., and Kansas 
City, Kansas, exhib. 

Esther Shain to Dr. Joseph Os- 
born, in New York, Aug. 28. Bride 
is one of the Shain Sisters, Boston 
| radio trio. 

Evelyn Perrot to Jud Curtis, Uni- 
versal assistant cameraman, Sept. 1 
) in Yuma, 
| Grace Hendley to Richard Silver, 

in Hollywood, Aug. 29. Groom is 
| vice-prexy of Motion Picture Studio 
| Projectionists Local 165. 
| Ethel 





LaPlanche to William Hol- 
land, in Los Angeles, Sept. 1. Bride 
}1S a script girl; groom is assistant 


| director at Universal. 

Janet Hall to George Pfleeger, mu- 
sic director of WJTN, Jamestown, 
|N. Y., in Fredonia, N. Y., Aug. 30. 
| Lois Aldrich to John McNally, in 
| Minneapolis. He is part owner of 
;the Minneapolis Star Journal-Tri- 
;bune newspapers, playwright and 
| novelist. 

Hallie Eileen 
Carl Stucks in 


Brown, Aug. 19, to 
Hollywood. Groom 


}is in Warners’ Coast reading de- 
| partment; bride is employed at Dis- 
| ney’s, 

Lois Elsbree to Bob Ferris, in 


| Seattle, Aug. 29. 
| KJR, Seattle. 
Roy Neal to Winnie English, in 
Philadelphia, Aug. 30. Groom is an- 
;nouncer with WIGB, Philly. 


He’s newscaster at 


Marna Stansell to Johnny Bar- 
croft, Aug. 30, in Chicago. He's pub- 


_licity director for RKO in Columbus, 
| O.; she was a showgal under name 
be Joan Allan. 


| a ene 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Hoffman, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, Aug. 25. 
| oe is a screen writer. 


Mr. and Mrs. Lenn Curley, daugh- 


|ter, in San Francisco, Aug. 24. 
| Father is a KYA (Frisco) an- 
nouncer. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Walter Ruben 


| (Virginia Bruce), daughter, in Hol- 
|lywood, Aug. 26 Mother is film 
| actress, father is producer at Metro. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Glen Law, son, in 
| Des Moines, Aug. 23. Father is news- 
| caster for KSO-KRNT, Des Moines. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Michael Otis,,son, in 
| Des Moines, Aug. 21. Father is with 
the auditing department of KSO- 
KRNT, Des Moines. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wally Townsend, son, 
'in Windsor, Ont., Aug. 24. Father 
is the staff pianist at Station CKLW, 
Windsor. 

Mr, and Mrs. Dick Mahn, son, in 
Boston, Aug. 14. Father’s secretary 
to Charles W. Korner, RKO Theatres 
general manager. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. Marks, 
Jr, daughter, Aug. 27. Father is 
son of Edward B. Marks, music pub- 
lisher, 

Mr. and Mrs. Otis Devine, daugh- 
ter, Aug. 2, in Nashville. Father is 
announcer at WSM, Nashville. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Stewart, daugh- 
ter, Aug. 27, in Nashville. Father 
is program director of W47NV, 
Nashville. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack McNally, daugh- 
ter, Aug. 23, in New York. Father 
WINS, New 





is engineer at station 
| York, 
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WHAT THEY THINK 





Faith Bacon’s L. A. Gross 
Tucson, Ariz. 
ditor, VARIETY: 
¢ have read Variety of Aug. 20 and | 


found a flagrant mistake. Miss 
(Faith) Bacon grossed at the Or- 
pheum, Los Angeles, $10,561 for the 


week of Aug. 6-12, and you state she 
‘grossed & healthy $9,500.’ 
M. L. Koch. 





Entertainment 
New York. 


Soldier 


Editor, VARIETY: 

1 was very much interested in 
your recent article in VaRIETY con- 
cerning the entertainment furnished 
the armed forces of the United 
States. I would like to add a note 
on this subject to your report. 

1 recently returned from Holly- 
wood traveling via Canada to enter- 
tain the Royal Canadian Armies sta- 
tioned at Vancouver, Winnipeg, 
Montreal, Ottawa. and Newfound- 
land. Now I am back in the good 
old U. S. and working for the Citi- 
zens’ Committee for the Army and 
Navy, and what a wonderful job 
they are doing. 

We are entertaining the soldiers, 
sailors, marines and flyers in camps 
via mobile vaudeville units all along 
the eastern coast line from Camp 
Dix, N. J., to Pensacola, Fia., and 
the boys love it! Think of it, enter- 
taining an audience of as many as 
15.000 men at a single sitting. Ill 
bet even Billy Rose would be en- 
vious of an attendance like that. 

We are also broadcasting via sta- 
tion WMCA, N. Y., and WRUL, Bos- 
ton, via shortwave to England, so 
you see radio is also playing an im- 
portant part. Letters show that 
Charlie McCarthy, President Roose- 
velt, Jack Benny, Jerry Colonna and 
Walter Winchell are the Island’s 
favorites to be impersonated. 

Arthur Boran. 


Camp Shews 
Hollywood. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

1 have been mulling over your 
somewhat surprising story: ‘Charge 
U. S. Army With Falling Down on 
Adequate Shows for Service Men,’ 
Aug. 13 issue. I say ‘surprising’ be- 
cause, in volunteering my services 


is ‘Sergeant York.’ also mentioned, 
an incentive of war?) 


Being Senators, they are privi- 
leged to examine any American citi- 
zen they like, but I strongly suspect 
they will do this particular job with 
especial relish, along the lines of 
Nye’s St. Louis speech. 

One is appalled by the fact that 
constituted members of Congress, 
sworn to uphold and defend the Con- 
stitution, should stoop to the tactics 
of street-corner fanatics, and, either 
openly or inferentially, blame na- 
tional policies they oppose on racial 
groups. 

It's very easy for the bigots to 
pick on motion picture executives 
for making patriotic pictures, and 
reel off the names of studio heads 
with a studied pause for boos after 
each name, because of their ‘Euro- 
pean’ sounding names. But these 
bigots forget (conveniently) that 
there are hundreds of Christian men 
and women making these films, di- 
recting them, writing them and act- 
ing in them. This doesn’t make them 
conspirators in warmongering, but 


which they are morally and spirit- 
ually opposed. 

But the worst tactic of this sena- 
torial inquisition is to pick out a 
handful of pictures on the subject of 
war, call them ‘warmongering’ 
(when they are only realistic), and 
insist that Hollywood preduces only 
‘warmongering’ films. Over 600 
films are made in a year; fully 90% 
of them ignore war and political 
subjects. Yet these senators charge, 
without qualification, that the movies 
are building up a war hysteria! 


What is art without passionate 
conviction? And what is an isola- 
tionist senator without his petty 
prejudices? 


Harold Cabot. 


Where’s Jas. " lmer Fergusen? 
Chicago. 

Editor, VARIETY: 
It has 


|atrical profession whom I have not 
seen for 20 years, at which time he 
was conducting a theatrical proper- 
ties warehouse on 8th ave., New 





to the Hollywood Committee I had 
been given the impression that there 
were many more actors and enter- 
tainers volunteering their services 
than could be used for some time to 
come. 

You and-I, and everyone else con- 
nected with show business, know 
that there are actually thousands of 
infrequently-employed or long-un- 
employed actors and entertainers— 
Equity, AGVA, AFRA, BAA, SAG 
and all—who could stand the same 


sort of a break practically all other | 


Americans are getting today—vol- 
unteering their services for just ex- 
penses if a way cannot be found to 
pay scale minimums. 

The day will not be far off when 
it will be said that the repeat ap- 
pearances of the big names at con- 
venient locations are being paid for 
handsomely in invaluable publicity 
for those names and their backers 
—and then the Citizens Committee 
and all the other Committees, as 
well as the Morale Branch of the 
Army will be forced by the de- 


mands of the extended-service men | 


themselves to cail for the talents of 
the general run of troupers that 
make up the Great Army of Show 
Business. 

Show 
never 


business never was, and 
will be, made up, in the 
minds of either the general public 
or the armed forces, of just the 
top names, anymore than the public 
is made up of only top politicians or 
the armed forces of only top-rank - 
ing officers. 

I think you have hit on a vital 
Subject here, that needs thrashing out 
right now, in the public press, and 
Variety is the key-pin with which 
to make the strike. Believe the 
great mass of show people would be 
back of you in going to bat on this. 
Arch Macnair. 


In re: ‘Warmongering’ 
New York. 
Editor, Variety: 

So a Senate sub-committee is 
£0ing to ‘investigate’ the alleged ‘in- 
terventionist propaganda’ by the 
motion picture ‘ndustry, beginning 
Sept. 3. 
What a witch-hunt it’s going to 
be! An idea of the fairness and neu- 
trality to be accorded the movie 
figures when they are called for 
testimony can be gathered from the 
list of Senators involved. Here are 
a few of them: Nye of North Dakota. 
(In St. Louis Nye called it ‘war- 


films, all of which were anti-Hitler- 
? ° 
te and quite factual. And just how 


York. His-name is: James Elmer 
Ferguson, a 
{southern states and my brother-in- 
| law. 

He was well known in the the- 
| atrical profession as ‘Fergie.’ At that 
{time he was, of course, a member 





rather stout rejectors of a theory to | 


now become a matter of | 
| life-and-death importance that I get | 
|in touch with a member of the the- | 


native of one of the 


ized under the name of Espectaculos 
de Mexico, S. A., a corporation for 
theatrical exploitation of Cantinflas, 
so that Mr. Lasky’s statement in this 
respect is unwarranted. 


I might add that Espectaculos de 
| Mexico, S.A., has taken over a the- 
'atre in this city which wiil be re- 
modeled at a cost of $200,000 pesos 
and in which Cantinflas will be the 
principa] attraction. The show will 
include first-class talent imported 
from the United States and other 
countries of America. Mr. Ramon 
Reachi, now in the United States, 
will be the manager of the theatre, 
and has been authorized to obtain 


class American 
etc. 


The above is given you in the 
spirit of constructive understanding, 
that Mexico’s new theatrical indus- 
try may not suffer by means of un- 
fair criticism, usually handed out by 
those that have not the scruples, nor 
the gratefulness sufficient to keep 
away from messing up things. 

Santiago Reachi, 
President, Posa Films, §. A. 


talent, equipment, 





Let "Em Have Cake, Also? 
Chicago. 
| Editor, VARIETY: 

In a country estate In Wisconsin 
that has a movie theatre on the 
premises, cakes and coffee are served 
before the film is shown. Many are 
the lonly people in our cities and 
towns, and countless are the throngs 
who go to movies. The more elite 
theatres once tried the cake-and- 
coffee stunt in the lounge. That was 
before the dishware era and bingo 
games. Who knows whether or not 
we have become more sociable? The 
present terrors and a common need 
of morale are supposed to be draw- 
ing everybody closer together. May- 
be cake, coffee and cigarets are just 
the touch that would start people 
talking about the movies as an art 
and inspire better movies and make 
the folks more ociable. 

Cel Petersoa. 


| Bills Next Week | 
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Hi-Hat Hotel Westminster 
| Pete Herman Ore (Roof Garden) 
Lucille Grey Jimmy McHale Ore 
Frank Petty | Harry Drake Rev 


Hotel Bradford | ‘I anner & Thomas 


(Circus Room) |} Muriel Daniels 
Florence Hallman | peg I ‘y A: h 
|Runkie & Lambert | Hi Ky ‘ae 
Hotel Essex | Noel Sherman Gls 


Ernest Murray Ore 
Billy Kelly 

Jack Manning 

Al Lewis 


Hotel Ritz Carleton 
(Ritz Roof) 





| of the union made up of stage prop- | 04 /e“anato | Dic K Rogers Ore 
erty men and stage carpenters, Adele Corev hdvienne 
. Adrienne 
-rior to entering the theatrical | Rita Henderson Lelesiicieicianiy sisi 
properties warehouse business (of Motel Gardnee alae eben ee 
| which I can find no record at pres- et Rage The € 
~ ° eval) € ve) ’ ave 
lent) Ferguson was chief property | Seetih Meniiie aiarte 
| > ) 
|man for many leading stage per-| (Sky Garden) 7 ‘eh Ore 
| sonalities like Mrs. Leslie Carter,|Don Dudley Ore | Tas ura De 
|Mrs. Fiske, Joe Weber and the Shu- Hotel Statler | Je & Lillian 
es lew Yor : (Cafe Kouge) }Colita & Corral 
verts, both in New ork and 0M | gaiyy Cavicchio Ore| Phil Barry 
the road. He is approximately 45 
or 50 years old. I am seeking the | PITTSBURGH 
good offices of VAariery of which, of | sncherane ae 
|course, he would be a regular read- Hugh Morton Ore | Babe Khode 
jer, no matter if now out of the pro- | Maynard Deane Kens wood Park 
\fession, in locating him either| Arlington Lodge | Dei Cou ney Or¢ 
| Pt AVEZZ Ur diac d 
|through himself or members of the _ - : e » oi ; 
| . . . conades . 
|profession or through the union, all Po c : Ore {Pick P 
ge Saag a re | Buddy Carlson Cc 13 Dell 
| other efforts have failed. | Bill Green’s mob Mosk 
| The question of the settlement Of |p Hoagland Ore | Faludys 
an estate is concerned. | Don Burke New Penn 
Arthur E. Alexandre. wpe ag tet oes Club! Ralph Allen Ore 
a ~L.: oog Sherma | Leo Dz 
1400 E. 57th St., Chicago. | Maxie Simon | Buday Birch. 
————— |} Harry Comorada i Janet Lee 
. . | Buddy Blaine | Flash Davis 
Seeks Tim (Mills and) Shea |Tubby Miller . Rie Siw 
Reggie Dvora . 
Pensalcola, Fla. ia Nixon Cafe 
. y papers |} Cork anc ttle 4) Marisco Ore 
Editor, VARIETY: : lrioyd Fox i cates 
I have just arrived at the below Sedeadal Cunel Gi 
| address, having been sent here from | Eddie Weitz Or« Mary Ji I r 
|England to train as an aviator. I |Gerry Richards — ‘| 
. eo ‘ould Eddie Peyton's Si 
| would be very obliged if you could), ..°, ance 08 Set Blouae 
|help me trace the present where- | Mildred Sega Shera Walker ( 
abouts of my uncle, Tim Shea. The | Eddie Peyton | | George Gregg 
last time I was in touch with him he€ | Marion Mull Eve ‘ 
AT ¢ 
1 was in an act which went under the Evergreens 
’ _— ’ Revelers 
{name of ‘Mills and Shea. rac Burke Cagis 
D D. O'Shea, tk \ nee Robt s Orc 
. . > Nanc' Grey ‘s I 
ritish Flight Battalion, | 4” " 
~ S laval ir S at Hotel Fort Pitt Pines 
} LAR ». Nava Air station. Ken Bailey Or Howard Becker Ore 
—_ ——_—— }Johnny Mitehell Mae Harris 
R hi’s Setup | Herry Walton Trelon 
eacnis s | Hotel Henry Yachtgnen 
Mexico. D. F. (Silver Grill | Nat gears r 
; y ; ‘ Stan Fucker 4 George Vebber 
| Editor, VARIETY: (Gay 90's) Yacht Club 
Variety, issue of Aug. 6, carries @ | norotny Nesbitt H Middleman Ore 
story on page 45, headed thus: ! Hotel Zh Avenue - deed y" x i 
,‘Andre Lasky Says Chi Promoters, oe 1Al Ferguson 
: ; 4s » Ga 40h j aneh Gl 
Not Mexico, to Blame for Acts Diffi- | pvcrett Hagan te has ‘He ler 
; ’ | Betty Donahoe a E 
culties. br Devin | Sky-Vie 
I do not care to comment upon Mr. | vcvergreen Gardens |Teddy King Ore 
,? ter. but I do want WO | wicataon Union Grill 
asky’s letter, Revelers 


letter, which reads as follows: 





‘ f > 7 
i tures and for a period of five years 


Another company has been Or 


straighten out his statement in me | Sam Sweet 


As you perhaps know, this com- 
pany has contracted Cantinflas ex- 
mongering,’ and mentioned a few |clusively for the production of pic- 


| art Yagelle 
Frark Natale 
X 


Mike Sandretto 


Sam Sweet 


| 
Zeida 
} 


i into this together with | wickea Willies Villa Madrid 
a 0 ell ii R it Et ‘ovate Ore 
inflz oremost comedian Hotel Rooseve | Etzi Covato 
eA, ms Johnny Kaaihue | Mark Lane 
here. Royal Hawiians cliff Winehill 


|}2 Co-Eds 

Peter Higgs 
K Taylor 
West View Park 


Hotel Wm Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Wanda 
Escorts | 
Merry-Go-Round f 
I Fuctor 
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CLUB BALI, MIAMI 


Siders grabbing their soup and bend- 
ing over backwards. 
tuming would improve presentation 

Phyllis Kapp’s terping turn is lim- 
ited to fandango and rhumba routine. 
Lacks flash. 


are spotted in three clicky exposi- 
tions of legology, and go to head of 
class as flashiest line in town. Finale 


returns, gals reversing capes to spell 
out ‘Victory’ as climax of military 
drill in tempo. 

Tommy Nunez has pruned his ag- 
gregation down for the summer 
slump, but they still manage to dish 
out a sprightly brand of dansapation. 

Leslie. 


COLOSIMO’S, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 
Sid Tomack and Reis Bros., Gale 
Sextet, Betty Atkinson, Hestwood and 
Stone, The McKays (2), Andree An- 
drea, Mildred Parr, Jack Prince, 
Colosimo Cuties (12), Frank Quar- 
tell Orch (9); $1.50 minimum. 


This south side nitery has 
undergoing some ownership changes, 
with local garage man Ben Bortz 
buying in for 50% from Mike Potsen, 
who formerly owned the spot out- 
right. Potson remains as manager. 
Stock transaction hasn't helped the 
show, however, and it is one of the 
dullest witnessed here in months. 

There are a few good acts, but they 
are smothered under a mass of un- 
important, uninteresting production 
numbers staged by George Pronath. 
And they seem to go on for hours. 
Opening number and a Chinese fan- 
tasy closer are each a half hour in 
length, and the gals are not attrac- 
tive enough to merit being on dis- 
play half that time. In addition, the 
dancing is below par and routines 
| uninteresting. 
| Of the acts, Sid Tomack and Reis 
| Bros. turn in the only class perform- 
| ance. Boys labor to get their comedy 
‘across and manage to get good re- 
| sults, though Tomack was suffering 
from a case of laryngitis 
| caught. 

Only two remaining acts worthy 
of mention are The McKays, comedy 
| ballroom team, who sell their stuff 
| well, and Betty Atkinson, cute tap- 
per, who, while lacking in stage pres- | 
| ence, has developed some personality | 
| since she was last seen locally. Gale | 
Sextet, three boys and three gals 
| who do ballroom work, show promise | 
| but aren’t ready yet. | 
| Hestwood and*Stone, puppeteers, 
were at a disadvantage due to some 
mechanical trouble with their record 
outfit, which they use for sound ef- 














fects. Without the machine, act 
lacks presentation. Other turns on 
the bill include Jack Prince, rotund 


| vocal fixture at the nitery, who sings 
the production numbers and does a 
| spot in the show to fair results; An- 
|dree Andrea, acrobatic dancer of 
| average ability, and a hefty blonde 
| singer, Mildred Parr, who does risque 
| songs badly. 
| Frank Quartell’s orch plays an un- 


inspired show and dance music 0 
the same type. Biz at show caugt 
way below average. Loop. 


PANTHER ROOM, CHI 


(Hotel Sherman) 
| 
| 30 
Billie 
TILLTLL- 


Aug 
(16), 
$2.50 


Chicago, 
| Lionel Hampton Orch 
| Holiday, Two Zephyrs; 
| mum, 

Lionel Hampton is back in 
| cago the midwest home of the best 
lin swing. In the light of consist- 
ent swing band bookings here, Pan- 
ither Room more pertinently is ac- 
knowledged as the Chicago haven 
for the top swing bands. 
| The best is not too tough compet- 
tition for Hampton’s new all-colored 
which indicates that 
will do big business here and will 
go out having established more 
friends in this territory Hampto! 
orchestra turned away many on 
opening night, and the hotel man 
agement states that reservations for 
the future indicate a powerful stay 
here Zand is here on guarantee 
and percentage. 

Hampton has an outstanding musi- 
cal aggregation, one with solid ar- 
rangements, shading and a sense of 
musical nuances. At the dinner 
hour the band was playing in a 
manner which permitted conversa- 
{tion in whispers; and that’s more 
lthan can be said for most of the 
orchestras which play here. Later 
|band cut loose and the joint wa: 
truly jumping. In other words, the 
Hampton band can pick its spots 
land indicates an ability to, make the 
| grade with every type of music fol- 
| lower. 
Layout 
iby Joe Glaser. 


orcnestra, 


indicates smart handlnip 
It’s a young outfit 
with smart appearance. Hampton i: 
in front throughout, playing hi 
usual terrific vibes and later takins 
over the drums for a_ sensational 
session of rhythm-pounding. He had 
the diners letting their food and 
arinks stand, and he actually 


ight a portion of them t 


bre 1 COC d f 


Brenay Morrow's eight Baliettes Colored. 


data and information regarding first- | utilizes “V’ campaign for bellringing 


been | 


when | 


| registers, 


Chi- 
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their feet at the finish of his whirl 
wind drum session. And then it’s 
back to the quiet tunes such 


as 


Smarter cos-|‘Moon Glow’ and ‘I Surrender. Dear’ 


.| that made this audience recognize 
the versatility and change of pace 
of the orchestra. 
| There are two outside acts. also 
: Billie Holliday scored 
nicely with her unusual vocal style: 
She is on for just a short session. 
but to the point. For comedy, there 
are the Two Zephyrs, who clicked 
sharply with their slow motion 
craps game and fight. Gold. 


BLUE ROOM, N.O. 


(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 





New Orleans, Aug. 29. 
Pegoy & Moro, Joey Rardin, Dor- 
aine & Ellis, Three Sailors, Maria 
Monteria, Del Casino Orch. 








_ There is both quality and quantity 
in the new offering in this swank 
spot. Show runs the gamut from 
light opera to comedy, with mimicry 
_thrown in for good measure. Acts 

provide solid entertainment which 
| received a big response from the first 
| nighters, 


Del Casino’s band has been held 
over for an extra month. The only 
other crew held for an added stretch 
in nitery was Glenn Miller's, and 
that was four years ago. 

Paced by Casino, who doubles as 
m.c., layout moves along in mount- 
ing climax. The nearly-filled din- 
ner show when caught was cordial, 
| but not overly responsive, to the 
heel and castenet clicking of Maria 
Monteria’s Latin dances, but warmed 
up when Doraine and Ellis, billed as 
‘The Sweethearts of Song,’ cut loose 
with some nice warbling of selec- 
tions from “The Chocolate Soldier,’ 
‘Naughty Marietta’ and other oper- 
ettas. ersonable young couple re- 
ceived nice hand and were called 
back for encores. 

Peggy and Moro are a classy ball- 
;}room team with novel and striking 
| routines, featuring thrilling lifts and 
| spins. They have an extensive reper- 
| toire and their contributions attain 
|a high degree of smoothness, smart- 
ness and sophistication. 

Joey Rardin gets plenty of laughs 
with a lengthy routine of novelty 
songs, a little hoofing and imitations 
of everything from auto horns to 
bagpipes. Rardin, who resembles 
Jimmy Cagney, closes turn with 





| Cagney’s deathhouse scene from ‘An- 


gels With Dirty Faces’ to win plenty 
of palm pounding. 

Comedy honors are carried off by 
the Three Sailors with their knock- 


j;about act. Their many antics, al- 
though somewhat corny, are good for 
plenty of bellylaughs. They close 


with a burlesque rope-skipping act 


| that left the audience asking for 
more. 

Casino contributes several songs 
|and went over big. Boy can hold 


| his own with the best of them, be- 
ing particularly effective in the high 
Casino’s band is just the 
| kind of music patrons of this noc- 
|turnal rendezvous want. Not too 
hot and not too soft but an inbetween 





blend that’s danceable and listen- 
able. Their music keeps the floor 
crowded for the dance periods, and 
provides excellent background for 
the acts. Liuzza. 

| - ® 
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1942 ‘SCANDALS’ 


ability is nothing to rave about 
However, this almost a _ break-in 
date, the show having jumped here 


from Atlantic City, being only two 
weeks out, so with more rehearsing 
and training their numbers should 
|attain smoothness. 


a hefty comic of Billy 
House proportions, whose dialect is 
somewhat reminiscent of Joe Pen- 
er Aided in his two scenes by 

t-rate straight men, George Hag- 
gerty and Jess Mack, he lands solid- 


Kemper is 


eC 


Miss Morgan makes a single ap- 
pearance, singing ‘Show Bo: num- 
bers and ‘Tea For Two, getting 
a good hand. Freda Sullivan is a 
so-so eccentric dancer and Martha 
Burnett and Kay Penton are satis- 
factory vocalists, the latter being 
especially effective. Harris and 
Shore, popular here as a result of 8 
Minnesota Terrace nitery and other 
theatre appearances, are on twice 
land their comedy dancing, as usual 
whams ’em. Pat Henning, also well- 
| liked here, adds to the laugh count 
|with his buffoonery and comedy 
|dancing. Betty Raye assists him. 

| The tone novelty number has 
three choristers apparently strip- 
ping, only to step out from behind 
wax figures fully clad for a sur- 
prise finish. It’s been used before 
| by White. White has resurrected 
Charleston, rhumba and conga dance 
numbers from his previous shows 
and connects thern up. by name 
with stellur ‘serformers ho ap: 
neared in those revues. It’s a centl- 
nental tu + Pore 















Pm EN tN 2 : 





ao * 


hn te tl he 


-_ wea 


ee PORE FEY 


64 


mt. 








LARIETY Wednesday, September 3, Iss 2 : 
* Is A iaos! - c7 Rio Juma 
A oy mmigos; 
reaped ha, WAS, AS SAUD ADES 
cram muitas . . + - 


- 








* Hell. Tolhe!—Rio is wonderful 


heat bee apres te be Lack! 


Ed. Note: Duchin’s smattering of Portu- 
guese was garnered during his record-break- 
ing 10-week engagement at the Copacabana, 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 










4 OFFICE A COMPLETE UNIT IN ITSELF 





ROHESTRA 


Return to the... 


WALDORE-ASTORIA 


(Opening the new Wedgwood Room) 


October 3rd 
, Until then: 


SEPT. S5th-11th—Stanley Theatre, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
12th—Manos Theatre, Greensburg, Pa. 
13th—M<ajestic Theatre, Johnstown, Pa. 
14th—Crystal Ballroom, Buckeye Lake, O. 
15th—Columbia Theatre, Erie, Pa. 
16th—Library Theatre, Warren, Pa. 
17th—-Columbia Theatre, Sharon, Pa. 
18th—Brookline Country Club, Phila. Pa. 
19th-Oct. 2nd—Strand Theatre, New York 
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